NEPTUNE

NEPTUNE BY SIGN

Natal Neptune in Cancer
(Jan Spiller and Karen McCoy)

Those born in the generation of Neptune in Cancer have the potential for realizing
the higher levels of personal and family security on a planetary basis. They are
infused with the vision of initiating an awareness of the 'world family'. The League of
Nations was formed naturally from the efforts of those born in this age. On a personal
level it indicates the dilemma of dealing with idealistic expectations of an automatic
emotional fulfillment coming out of one's position in a family. It offers the choice of
accepting or denying the responsibility to develop the personal security necessary to
experience the realization of one's highest family ideals.

(Skye Alexander)

Neptune was in Cancer last century between July and December 1901, from May
1902 until September 1914, and from December 1914 to July 1915. The sign Cancer
is associated with the mother, children, family, nurturing, good, home and country, so
while Neptune is in this sign the collective unconscious is attuned to these areas and
they became fashionablr. Those of you who have Neptune in Cancer in your birth
charts could be described as the 'god and country, mom and aple pie' generation.

World War I, which brought about the collapse of some nations and a redefining of
others, began while Neptune was in Cancer. In the United States, patriotism ran
high, and former President Theodore Roosevelt (whose Moon was in Cancer) sought
U.S. domination of the Western hemisphere. During this period, Hawii, Guam, Puerto
Rico and the Philippines became American territories, and the Panama Canal was
built.

Those of you who have Neptune in Cancer in your birth charts idealize your
homeland and are very patriotic. However, your 'my country right or wrong' attitude
makes it hard for you to acknowledge any flaws in your nation's policies or behavior,
and you prefer to ignore situations that are less than perfect rather than working to
correct them. During the Nazi reign, for instance, many Neptune-in-Cancer Germans
were aware of Hitler's cruelties, but chose to look the other way rather than admit
that such things could happen in their coutnry.

During Neptune's passage through Cancer, the home was glorified. During the mid-
1700s, successful merchants and ship's captains in seaport towns in Europe and
America built magnificent, sumptuously decorated mansions to show off their wealth,
and one of the most graceful and enduring furniture styles, Queen Anne, was
introduced. When Neptune again entered Cancer at the beginning of the twentieth
century, the Vanderbilts and other wealthy industrialists constructed their palatial
‘cottages' in places like Newport, Rhode Island and the Hamptons in New York.

Food, another of Cancer's concerns, was emphasized when Neptune passed through
this sign. In the mid-eighteenth century, sleep, speedy sailing ships opened trade
between the East and West and introduced an array of new culinary delights to the
Western world. The pineapple even became a popular symbol of hospitality. When
Neptune again entered Cancer, the focus on food in the United States resulted in the



passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906.

Those of you who were born while Neptune was in Cancer may be

especially interested in food and cooking. However, you might have a tendency to
overindulge, particularly in sweets. It is hard for you to accept the relationship
between nutrition and health, and you could suffer from diet-related illnesses as a
result of poor eating habits that you are extremely reluctant to change. Your
generation also is responsible for the introduction of chemical food additives,
poisonous pesticides and highly-processed foods.

Neptune-in-Cancer periods focus on children, too. The first English books published
for children and the translation into English of popular fairy tales Cinderella,
Sleeping Beauty and Little Red Riding Hood occurred in the mid-1740s. When
Neptune again traveled through Cancer, The Wizard Of Oz, Peter Pan, Wind in the
Willows, and Peter Rabbit were published. The teddy bear was born, and the Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts and Campfire Girls were founded.

Those of you who have Neptune positioned in Cancer in your birth charts idealize the
family, children and motherhood. However, you entertain such unrealistic illusions
and fantasies about what the perfect family should be that you cannot acknowledge
troubles in your parent / child relationships. Rather than deal realistically with less-
than-ideal situations, you prefer to ignore them and hope they'll go away. Your
generation never discussed sex with your children, for example; and if there was
alcoholism, child abuse, infidelity, mental illness, etc. in your family you probably
denied it or tried to cover it up.

(Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

Neptune in Cancer indicates a generation of people with strong psychic ties to the
home, family, and the earth. They are highly sympathetic and emotionally sensitive.
They tend to be religious but in an emotional way. If Neptune is strongly placed and
aspected, psychic and mediumistic tendencies are in evidence. Many clairvoyants are
born with Neptune in Cancer. The negative side of this expression is maudlin
sentimentality and an exclusive, emotional attachment to one's family and country.
There can also be misguided mediumistic tendencies, which can attract low-grade
astral influences.

(Julia and Derek Parker)

In this placing, the overall influence was centred on the home. There was confusion
and unhappiness due to so many men being killed during the First World War, and
the overall grief is shown by the emphasis on Cancer - the most family-oriented sign
in the zodiac. It then further occurred that when the people who were born during
those years with Neptune in Cancer were adults and bringing up their own families;
they had to cope with the difficulties and unhappiness of the Second World War.

Between 1905 and 1911, Uranus made an opposition to Neptune from Capricorn.
This generation aspect (which appears in the charts of all people born during that
period) added to the stresses and strains of the time, and was another negative factor
in the lives of this generation.

If Neptune is a personal planet in the birth chart it will very powerfully heighten the
subject's sensitivity, emotion and intuition. If it receives negative aspects, he or she
may well show a tendency to take the easy way out of difficult situations. The
imagination can also work overtime. This placing will increase any inclination to
worry, but will sensitize and refine any creative work that is carried out by the



individual.
(Grant Lewi)

Your early home environment impressed you deeply and even more than most fixed
your instinctive reactions to life and conditioned your intuitions. You may range far
from the ideal of your subconscious, but this will forever remain fixed in a home of
your own, and you will never feel yourself till you are settled in one. Since this
demand of the ego is fairly easy to fulfill, you stand a chance of escaping the worst
complexes that beset human beings; and once you have established your own hearth
and fireside, and rested your soul in it, your instinctual urges should work naturally
toward the smooth fulfillment of the total personality. You are extremely sensitive to
atmospheres and moods, of places as well as of people, and should allow your instinct
to guide you in the selection of a location for your home. Congenial surroundings are
necessary for your best development, and peace in the places where you live and
work is essential to the best growth of the ego, which instinctively remembers the
peace of infancy and the protective atmosphere of the mother and seeks to rediscover
these in its physical and psychic environment. If the total personality is passive, weak
rather than strong, this can make you a spoiled child all your life, causing you to
expect your wife or husband or friends to stand in loco parentis and humor your
whims. But in an aggressive and strong nature it causes the personality to be based
firmly in simple domestic security, from which it draws strength and the materials of
success and progress.

(John Townley)

People in your age group have a great fondness for home and family. The ideal
relationship for your generation includes a snug, secure little cottage, surrounded by
children and even grandchildren.

Depending upon your own personality, this ideal may or may not appeal to you.
However, it will certainly affect your subconscious evalutation of your success in love
in comparison to the relationships of friends and acquaintances.

If you are interested in physical security, this generational attitude will cause you to
value emotional comformity to some extent. You will fit yourself into a more or less
standard family mold, which can provide great satisfaction as long as the mold
remains intact.

But if you are independent or a lone wold in emotional matters, you will probably
disdain your peers' security-oriented fearfulness, for your own strength is internal.
However, those around you will always feel some disapprobation or even pity for you,
believing that you are missing out on something, even though that is not the case.

At any rate, you probably won't escape the home and family orientation to which you
have been exposed. Of necessity it will always be a factor in your emotional self-
judgement, for better or for worse, depending on how you handle it.

(Robert Hand)

Children born under this influence are indlined to idealize their homes, tradition, the
past, and all other ideas associated with Cancer. Nevertheless, their personal lives
are rather unstable, because it is hard to related the inherently practical realities of a
home and family. This generation was later at the forefront of the isolationist and
America First movements, which were based on idealizing the homeland. In Europe
this development was paralleled by the formation of the ultra-nationalistic fascist



movements, such as the Nazis in Germany, Mussolini's movement in Italy and similar
groups all over Europe and in Japan as well.

Natal Neptune in Virgo
(Jan Spiller and Karen McCoy)

Those born in the generation of Neptune in Virgo have the potential for realizing the
higher aspects of health and service on a planetary level. They are infused with the
vision of plans to make perfect health available to everyone. Growing world concern
over the effects of pollution, envirionmental hazards, and devitalized foods has
increased through the efforts of this generation. On a personal level, it indicates the
dilemma of dealing with idealistic expectations of automatic emotional fulfillment
coming from one's job in life. It offers the choice of accepting or denying the
responsibility of serving one's fellow man in whatever capacity one may find oneself.
A sense of true inner joy is possible through the conscious dedication of manifesting
one's ideals of service in one's line of work.

(Skye Alexander)

Neptune was in Virgo last century from September 1928 to February 1929, between
July 1929 and September 1942, and from April until July 1943. Virgo is associated
with work, service, health and nutrition, ordinary life and the 'common man'.
Whenever Neptune passes through this sign, the public becomes sensitized to these
things and they take on special significance.

Neptune's most recent trip through Virgo coincided with the Great Depression in the
United States, a period of economic instability and disintegration unparalleled in this
country. Twenty-five precent of the population was unemployed, and finding work
became the most important thing in life for the average person. In the American
prairie states, the Dust Bowl reached peak proportions, wiping out crops and
bankrupting farmers. To provide some sort of relief for the millions affected by loss of
income, the government instituted the Social Security Act of 1935, Unemployment
Insurance and the Works Projects Administration. Europe's economy, too, was
undermined at this time; and in Germany inflation was devastating. Those of you who
were born during this period of economic disaster idealize work; and job security is
extremely important to you.

An earlier Neptune transit of Virgo between approximately 1764 and 1779
corresponded with the American Revolution, a revolt of the common people against
the British Crown, which was based in part on the colonists' dissatisfaction with the
economic situation. This same period saw France's economy decaying due to a large
public debt and government inefficiency; and the underprivileged were growing
increasingly unhappy with the extravagances of the royalty. In both countries, food
played a role: France's bread famine, America's boycott of British goods, and
particularly the Boston Tea Party.

For people born with Neptune in Virgo in their birth charts, nutrition and health can
be areas of much concern. Perhaps you dream of a time when all people have enough
to eat. Your generation was in the forefront of health consciousness in the late sixties
and early seventies. Or, you might hold misconceptions and illusions about diet and
health, of worry incessantly about germs and disease. Perhaps poor eating habits
have caused your health to deteriorate.



Neptune also rules chemicals; and while it was in Virgo chemical fertilizers and food
additives were introduced into the food chain. Although the manufacturers of these
products intended to improve food quality and quantity, in typical Neptunian fashion
their good intentions were misguided and led to environmental pollution and illnesses
in people and animals. Neptune's most recent trip through Virgo also brought new
discoveries in the area of medicine, most notable the introduction of penicillin in
1939. However, some of the drugs developed during this period were found to cause
bigger problems than they relieved. Those of you who have this planetary placement
in your birth charts could have a fascination with the medical field, and the use of
drug therapy in particular. Your idealization of the medical profession and your
desire for quick cures might cause you to avoid responsibility for your own health and
to rely too heavily on doctors and drugs to remedy your ills.

Finally, Virgo's relationship with everyday life was highlighted when Neptune passed
through this sign; and suddenly ordinary household objects were idealized. The Art
Deco movement of this period glorified common items; and artists and manufacturers
paid special attention to the design of such things as toasters, vacuum cleaners,
dishes and cigarette trays. For those of you who have Neptune in Virgo in your birth
charts, function is probably more important than form. You idealize efficiency and
practicality, and see beauty in usefulness. For example, nylon, one of the first
synthetic textile introduced to make clothing care easier, was developed in 1938; and
as your Neptune-group reached adulthood the use of synthetic fabrics proliferated.

(Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

Neptune in Virgo is in its detriment, indicating a generation whose creative,
imaginative faculties are thwarted by adverse material circumstances. Neptune in
Virgo encompasses much of the generation that grew up during the Great Depression
of the 1930s. This was a time of chaos throughout the economic system resulting in
scarcity of employment, which is ruled by Virgo.

The negative side of Neptune in Virgo can manifest itself as a tendency to
psychosomatic illness and excessive emotional preoccupation with inconsequential
detail. Also there is likely to be doubt or negativity toward intuitive impulses, which is
manifested in materialism. Unwise dietary habits are typical of Neptune in Virgo if it
is afflicted. Much of the chemical adulteration of our food began during this period.

(Grant Lewi)

This position of Neptune brought the depression and the beginnings of a new age.
Those born under it will have come to maturity with a new slant on social and
political matters, a new assurance of the dignity of work, a new consecration to
humanity and to service. Your deepest wells of consciousness understand these
things; and throughout your life unselfisheness will be the keynote of your best
expression. to learn early that the ego is of only secondary importance is to give
yourself your surest foundation for happiness and success. You work best, you play
best, you love best when your mind isn't on yourself. Learn the value of work for its
own sake, and you give yourself the best key to contentment. If your Uranus is in
Aries, make your individual genius work to promote some ideal of service. If your
Uranus is in Taurus, individual and collective security can be made mutually to serve
each other. In any case, awareness of big social, collective, political, economic forces,
and identification of yourself with them, enables you to get the detached view of the
world and yourself which will encourage you to draw on the deep and abiding
strength within yourself and use it to gain the peace of mind and happiness you need.

(Julia and Derek Parker)



Here is the first modern generation seriously to criticize accepted religious beliefs.
Neptune, ruler of Pisces - a sign closely linked with Christianity - was at this time
travelling through Virgo, which is Pisces's polar sign. Virgo, ruled by Mercury, is
analytical and critical. In addition, one of the most interesting generation influences
of this planet is that at precisely the time Neptune first entered Virgo the cinema,
which had until then been silent, discovered sound. (Remember that Mercury is the
planet that rules communications.) In general, people enjoyed greater and easier
communication, and the medium of radio also increased this.

If Neptune is personalized or Virgo is a prominent sign in the birth chart, the
imagination is stimulated and can be expressed well (perhaps through literary work).
Since Virgo is an Earth sign, the subject may also have a flair for horticulture.

At worst, Neptune in Virgo tends to lower the self-confidence, since the subject's
critical faculty can undermine his or her belief in what is achieved, and this can
result in a lack of inner fulfilment. Discontent and restlessness may also be present,
especially if these tendencies are indicated in other areas of the chart.

(John Townley)

People in your age group are quite particular about what they demand of partners
and relationships. They tend to search endlessly for the 'perfect match' instead of
growing and changing within a relationship.

This has resulted in a rather high divorce rate because couples find that they can't fit
the mold of a perfect match without significant personal change. Thus, you might do
well to avoid this generational attitude, although it is necessarily an ingrained part of
your upbringing.

Thus, you may feel impatient if a relationship does not seem to be working out, or if it
seems taht you will have to reshaps your own personality to make it viable. Few
marriages are made in heaven, however, and mutual change and growth are
necessary in almost every relationship. Expecting your partner to fit you exactly, or
vice-versa, is a folly that is encouraged by movies and romantic novels. Often it is
hard to completely get away from that attitude. You tend to feel that somehow it's
just not right if the relationship doesn't go smoothly all the time. 'Perhaps we really
weren't meant for each other' is the feeling that surfaces, even though that may not
be the case at all.

However, understanding this prejudice that is part of your upbringing is half the
battle in overcoming it.

(Robert Hand)

This was the silent generation of the 1950s, whose ideal was to settle down, get good
jobs with security and become responsible members of society. They idealized work
and duty somewhat, which weakened their desire to protest even when things went
wrong in the world around them. The influence of Virgo made them feel that they
were too insignificant to protest. Even so, some of them were in the vanguard of the
protest movement of the 1960s. However, their approach to large-scale social
organization was a great deal more disciplined and in some ways conventional than
that of the generation immediately following.



Natal Neptune in Scorpio
(Jan Spiller and Karen McCoy)

Those born in the generation of Neptune in Scorpio have the potential for realizing
the higher levels of shared material ownership on a planetary level. They are infused
with the vision of the spiritual repsonsibility for the Earth's resources as a whole.
They are aware of the current human material values and the potental for
transformation of those values that will lead humanity to a higher level of relating to
the physical world. On a personal level, it indicates the dilemma of dealing with
establishing one's value with other people. It is the choice between idealistically
expecting the automatic support of other people's resources or responsibly defining
material valus with them. It also deals with the choice between expecting automatic
emotional fulfillment through sex or committing oneself to the self-purification that
will actually bring about the realization of those ideals.

(Skye Alexander)

Neptune was in Scorpio last century from December 1955 to March 1956, between
October 1956 and December 1969, and from May until November 1970. Scorpio is
associated with power, control, anything secret or hidden, the occult, the
unconscious, transformation, death and rebirth, destruction, obsession and sex.
Whenever Neptune passes through this sign, the public is sensitized to these areas
and they become emphasized.

Neptune's most recent trip through this sign during the tumultuous 1960s brought
about transformations on many Scorpionic fronts. This was a time when the balance
of power was being questioned throughout the world. Many African nations gained
their independence from foreign domination during this period. In Cuba, Fidel Castro
overthrew Batista and established the first Communist state in Latin America. In the
United States, desegregation of the public schools was ordered and Civil Rights was
an important issue. The struggle between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. escalated, and
both world powers built up awesome arsenals of nuclear weapons.

Those of you who were born while Neptune was in Scorpio have lived your entire
lives in the shadow of the bomb, and fully expect the Earth to be destroyed by
nuclear war. Your generation feels powerless in the face of such a devastating
possibility and is, perhaps, the most pessimistic of all Neptune-groups. To you, the
future looks dismal, and you believe that almost everything is beyond your control.
This is the bleak message conveyed by some punk songs, a musical style that reached
popularity with your generation.

Nuclear power plants designed to produce electrical energy proliferated during this
period too. Though at first the new technology promised to provide unlimited cheap
power, this idealized picture turned out to be an illusion (as is typical whenever
Neptune is involved); hidden dangers included environmental pollution from nuclear
wastes and the chance of nuclear contamination and massive destruction from a
meltdown.

Whenever Neptune is in Scorpio, public awareness is focused on the subject of death.
When this combination occurred from approximately 1792 to 1806, France was
embroiled in the Reign of Terror and several thousand people were guillotined.
Neptune's most recent transit of Scorpio coincided with the assassinations of John F.
Kennedy, Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King. And, of course, this was the era of
the Viet Nam War, when death was in the forefront of many Americans' minds.



This planetary placement also brought about a change in attitude toward death and
dying. The hospice movement, a humanitarian program that helps the terminally ill
and their families deal with death, was established in the U.S. while Neptune was in
Scorpio. During this time, the concept of reincarnation also became popular in the
West. Those of you who have Neptune in Scorpio in your birth charts probably
beleive in life after death; at least, you don't discount the possibility, and may be
fascinated with such things as past-life regression, life in other worlds, ghosts,
channeling, etc..

You also may be intruiged with the occult and with discovering the ancient mysteries.
Salem, Massachusetts, a city connected with witchcraft, was founded in 1629, while
Neptune was in Scorpio. As your generation becomes an influential part of society,
the occult is growing fashionable. (This also was true toward the end of Neptune's
last trip through Scorpio.) Perhaps you want to master the hidden forces of the
Universe in order to gain power. Or, you may simply want to understand core truths
and learn the secrets of the unconscious mind.

During Neptune's most recent passage through Scorpio, the use of mind-altering
drugs became popular as a way of probing the depths of the unconscious. Those of
you with this planetary placement in your birth charts may have a particular
fascination with drugs of all kinds, for a variety of reasons. Your desire to reach the
deepest recesses of your mind could make psychedelics attractive to you, and your
deep-seated feelings of powerlessness might incline you toward cocaine. Neptune is
associated with drugs and alcohol, Scorpio with obsession and extremes; therefore,
your generation is more susceptible to drug excesses and addiction than other
Neptune-groups.

Scorpio is the sign of subterfuge, secret knowledge and undercover intelligence
organizations. While Neptune was in Scorpio, espionage became fashionable; and
books, television progams and movies on the subject proliferated, with the
adventures of James Bond leading the pack. People who have this Neptune placement
in their birth charts see spying and detective work as glamorous and exciting. You
idealize the person who knows what goes on behind the scenes, whether he / she is a
government agent, a corporate spy or an independent investigator. A bit of a snoop
yourself, you want to know everything about everyone else, but may not be willing to
reveal yourself. Your generation might be responsible for the expansion of computer
data banks that allow access to personal information about many thousands of people
to anyone who knows the code.

Scorpio also is connected with sex, and while Neptune was in this sign sex became
more relaxed and fashionable. The 1960s were a time of 'sexual revolution' when
birth control became more accessible; abortion was legalized in many European
countries, the U.S.S.R. and Japan; and many of the taboos about sex were destroyed.

Those of you whose birth charts contain Neptune in Scorpio probably entertain many
fantasies and illusions about sex. Perhaps you see it as glamorous and fashionable,
and you might even enjoy wearing overtly sexy clothing. You have a tendency to
idealize sex, and believe that sexual compatibility is all that's needed in a
relationship. Your unrealistically high expectations of sex are likely to result in
disappointments, however. The Neptune-in-Libra generation is searching for perfect
love; your generation, in contrast, wants perfect sex.

(Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

Neptune in the sign Scorpio indicates a period of exploitation of man's natural
desires. A few people have experienced spiritual regeneration and initiated a search



into life's inner mysteries, but many are marked by the exploitation of sex for
commercial purposes. Scorpio is the sex sign, and Neptune rules drugs. Loose sexual
morality at this time has led to widespread venereal disease, and the use of drugs as
a psychological escape has spread. There is much emotional intensity and confusion,
causing the turmoil in the unconscious to break out in such chaotic artistic
phenomena as rock music.

Many of the children born with Neptune in this sign will have clairvoyant abilities and
will have been forced to acknowledge the need for spiritual regeneration when
Uranus and Pluto came conjunct their natal Neptune position.

(Grant Lewi)

The people and nations of the world are aware of the awesome, death-dealing
possibilities of nuclear war. Atomic-powered submarines in the depths of the seas
play their role in the struggle for power. Those born under this influence want to
plumb the secrets of the Universe. The mystery of life and death is theirs to fathom.
They are enthralled by occult studies, chemistry and invention. Neptune in this
position intensifies the emotional nature. There is a tendency to be secretive and
mystical. Gain is possible through inheritance, financial ties with others, partnership
and marriage. There is a great possibility of possessing marked extra-sensory
perception. Caution must be exercised regarding drugs and strong beverages, and
dabbling in spiritualism. The sex instints must be channeled in the right direction
since the craving for sensation is very strong. Recuperative power is present, as is a
desire for reforms.

(Julia and Derek Parker)

Think how different the people with Neptune in Scorpio are from those with Neptune
in Libra! Here are the hard-rock types who are much tougher - or so they would have
you think. They often have a very aggressive and formidable image, but have had to
fight much harder for what they want out of life.

It is not surprising that in coping with unemployment many succumbed to the
negative, escapist, drug-addictive tendencies of Neptune. This drug scene is not the
peaceful, loving, easy one often associated with the flower power people; here it is
much more intensive, even more poisonous, weird and spooky (adjectives which are
very Scorpionic in essence).

On the other hand, there are many of this generation who live to make money and
enjoy a glamorous life in the fast lane - the Yuppie generation, who are another
manifestation of Neptune in Scorpio. Remember that Scorpio is also the sign of big
business.

There is increased emotional intensity when Neptune is personalized. If the planet is
well-aspected, the emotions will be positively expressed by inspiring the individual's
talents and ambitions. Do not single out these trends in interpretation, however,
unless similar complementary ones are also present or Scorpio is personalized in the
chart.

(John Townley)

Your age group puts a premium on sexuality in love relationships, and that attitude is
bound to affect you, whatever your personal feelings may be. The previous
generation had a more easygoing and freewheeling attitude toward sex, but your
generation's do-or-die attitude toward sex does not lend itself to relaxed



relationships.

If total intensity in love is your style, you may feel quite at home with this trend.
However, if it is not, you will encounter much peer pressure, often unspoken, to
throw yourself head-over-heels into stormy and tumultuous affairs just to make love
seem real and significant.

Indeed, if your relationships seem quietly amicable and not stressful, you may
subconsiously feel that something is missing. This is not necessarily the case,
depending upon your personal style; and too much intensity may actually wreck a
relationship for you. You should follow your own inner guidelines, separating them
carefully from the attitudes toward love and sex that surround you. In the end, it is
you and you alone who can make love work.

(Robert Hand)

This generation is characterized by a love of the mysterious and strange. As these
people grow older, the current increase in the occult and related subjects will
probably continued, but they may use these energies to gain power over others,
which could create very dangerous psychological forces. On the other hand, they will
be more concerned with individual regeneration and techniques of healing, both
psychological and physical. They will have extreme ideas, either very lax or very
strict, about personal morality.

Natal Neptune in Capricorn
(Skye Alexander)

Neptune entered Capricorn in January 1984 and remained there until November
1998 (except for brief periods between June and November 1984, and February to
August 1998). Capricorn is connected with conservatism, traditions, the past,
business, materialism, work and career success, banking, government, stability,
realism and practicality. Therefore, these are the issues that become important and
fashionable during Neptune's passage through this sign. They are also the areas,
however, where illusions, confusion, disintegration, disillusionment and deception are
likely to occur.

As Neptune moved into Capricorn, the collective unconscious became attuned to
conservatism and materialism. This mass respons resulted in a return to traditional
values and attitudes, and a renewed emphasis on financial growth and material
success. Conservative politicians gained control, liberal social programs and issues
were pushed aside, and laws and policies that benefitted big businesses were
implemented. International banks expanded their power. In the United States,
making money was more desirable than ever; and how much you were paid for your
wok became more important than what you did. Investment plans and tax shelters
proliferated, 'networking' parties to make business contacts became chic, and
finances, real estate profits, stocks, etc. were popular topics of conversation. Greed
was fashionable, being poor became a disgrace, and the Reagan administration
epitomized this attitude.

This trend toward traditionalism also brought about a resurgence of fundamental
religions; and a renewed interest in the past was reflected in historical movies and
books. Antique furniture adn even traditional, classic clother became fashionable
again.



Neptune was last in Capricorn from about 1820 to 1834. This coincided with the
Classic Revival period in architecture and furniture, when ancient Greek, Italian and
Egyptian motifs were incorporated into current designs. Historical novels became
oppular, too; and in the United States there was increased interest in preserving and
edifying the nation's historic buildings and sites. This also coincided with the
founding of F.C. Lowell's textile mills in Massachusetts and the beginning of
America's Industrial Revolution. Materialism was rampant and fashionable, leading
Washington Irving to coin the phrase 'the Almighty Dollar".

However, unssen and insidious ills were obscured by the rosy haze of Neptunian
fantasies and flory. Unchecked capitalism destroyed small businesses and
undermined the free enterprise system itself. Relaxed regulations allowed
corporations to damage the health of their employees and the environment. Tax
breaks for businesses and the rich forced greater burdens on the poor and middle
classes. Unsound economic policies created financial instability in many wealthy and
developing countries, and produced a dangerously inflated national debt in America.

Those of you who have this planetary placement in your birth charts idealize all
things associated with Capricorn. Your generation dreams of great wealth, success,
socail status and stability, but although you desire these things very much, they seem
to elude you and are, perhaps, the most difficult things for you to achieve. Or, if you
do achieve success you may find it's not all that you'd expected. When those of you
who have Neptune in Capricorn reach adulthood, you may be confronted with
financial burdens and a worldwide shortage of natural resources that are the legacy
of earlier, wasteful generations. Because of declining birthrates in the developed
countries, there will be fewer working people in the future to support a larger
number of elderly, and maintaining social services might require individual monetary
sacrifices. Economic stability - personal and / or national - could become an
unattainable dream.

Neptune always involves some sort of sacrifice and signifies a conflict between ideals
and reality. Those of you with Neptune in Capricorn might have to sacrifice your
ideals and illusions of wealth and accept more conservative, pracical ad realistic
lifestyles in a time of material scarcity. Or, you may come to an understanding that
the physical world is just an illusion, that money doesn't bring happiness, and find
contentment through relinquishing your desire for material things.

(Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

Neptune in Capricorn indicates a period in which world government was in chaos and
economic and political structures were brought to their knees. Out of this chaos and
suffering came true spiritual responsibility and discipline, which is expressed in
practical dealings.

People no longer have the luxury of abstract Sagittarian spirituality. In order to
survive, they are forced to incorporate spirituality into their practical lives. Through
these experiences of the karmic summing-up of the Piscean age, many of those who
survived reached new heights of spiritual attainment.

New forms of government and political concepts were brought into being out of
necessity. The end of this period produced the beginning of world government.

(Grant Lewi) - Note: this entry was expanded by Dr. Gordon Melton, editor of the
1990 edition

This combination resembles footprints in the sand: visible until the tide washes the



beach clean. Strong intuition in business matters, even real genius, is qualitied by
possible miserliness and a penchant for fuzzy-headed schemes (the motives of which
are always mixed). A barrage of LBOs sent the corporate world into a dither, and
there was generally an attraction to conspiring against institution, fraudulently if
necessary. There was heightened perception of opportunity, and the wherewithal to
take advantage of it.

Neptune always has a strong Pisces side, regardless of what sign it is in, and
connotes integration of the life function, a translation of consciousness from what is
possible to what is real. Pisces is also the sign of boundaries. All too easily, with
Neptune in Capricorn, you lose yourself in pursuit of opportunity. There is a nagging
warning not to sell out or bargain with alien needs. You evince a subtle martyrdom to
mass prerogatives. Too easily you may be tempted by peers to veer from your course.
Neptune in Capricorn warns against a lack of self-determination which challenges all
people embarked on the quest of self-knowledge. Be careful you don't end up with
agendas and priorities you don't understand, much less can't execute. Regularly
assess the nature of your needs. To what extent have you taken on dependencies or
distasteful customs, having let your convictions be manipulated by the forces of 'a
foolish consistency'? Do not confuse usefulness with bondage or enslavement.

Neptune in Capricorn is characteristically revealed in drugs, both trafficking and
addition, small- and large-scale. Being out of touch with the Self fuels a need to
anesthetize pain. You compare yourself to others: athletes who think they cannot
compete without steroids, teachers who loath learning because they cannot admit
any capacity for error. There is a battle of learning versus suppression. Consider the
People's insurrections against repressive government throughout the world in 1989,
most successfully in Europe, horrowinly in China and Tiananmen Square,
dramatically in Romania with the execution of Nicolai Ceausescu. And consider the
flip-side of Neptune in Capricorn relative to these events: entrepreneurs buying up
the tumbled Berlin Wall and selling it as souvenirs at $10 / pound in retail stores
(complete with certificate of departure). There were face-offs between the ruthless
pragmatism and ambition of narrow-visioned political entities and every individual's
genuine need for right and freedom. The Chinese students became Neptune in
Capricorn martyrs by throwing themselves at a cause with such conviction and
passion. Ask yourself if there are any people whom you permit rulership, anyone who
justifies atrocities with a pretence of inalienability - for world events occur in
microcosmic form within individuals. Neptune in Capricorn supports the survival of
the clever and ambitious; and where it might seem that compassion would mitigate
such Darwinian mechanics, beware how quickly kindness is diffused by the
paralyzing loneliness which results from seeking salvation in others.

(Julia and Derek Parker)

Here Neptune is in an Earth sign, and so the vital issue of the Earth's resources, of
the harm that has been done by their exploitation, is powerfully focused. We hope we
can save the planet, but it will be up to the children of the 1970s and early 1980s to
do so - to right the wrong of many earlier, less caring generations.

We can only assume what the personal implications will be, but it would seem that
for someone with Capricorn prominent in his / her chart, the sign's rather strident,
severe qualities will be softened, and its rather low emotional level will be
heightened.

There may be flair for the creative use of natural materials. Here are people who will
be determined but cautious, able to control the negative elements of Neptune so that
they will be less vulnerable to escapism, self-deception and taking the easy way out of



difficult situations.
(John Townley)

In general, your contemporaries have a rather negative view of love and personal
involvement, a certain expectation that disappointment and loss are necessarily
involved in any commitment.

Naturally, that does not have to be the case, but it is certainly more likely if you go
into an affair with a defeatist attitude. Love can certainly restrict your personal
freedom in certain respects, particularly a permanent relationship. However, that
restriction should be taken on joyfully and willingly, not as a sacrifice that will be
regretted later.

You may find that your attitude toward love is quite different from this negative
approach. In that case, you should follow your own direction and take on love without
hesitation or worry that it will somehow turn out badly. However the affair proceeds,
it does not happen because of the nature of love itself but because of the problems
and joys you and your lover develop on your own.

You should thoroughly investigate your peers' preconceptions about love and sex, for
they will certainly color and perhaps distort your own attitude. If you understand this,
you can be true to yourself and can develop relationships in your own way,
unhindered by others' prejudices.

(Robert Hand)

This generation should represent quite a reaction against the previous one. These
children will probably idealize work, thrift, practicality and duty rahter than the
abstract spiritual ideals of the preceding generation. However, they may not be very
effective in dealing with practical principles, which may decline considerably, simply
because this generation does not deal with them in its daily lives.

Natal Neptune in Aquarius

Note: the books used for the other Neptune sign placements were all published so
long before Neptune entered Aquarius that none of them bothered to cover it.
Sakoian and Acker's speculations date back some thirty years and I have adapted
them a little! Grant Lewi's were presumably courtesy of editorial intervention by the
editor to the 1990 edition. Lewi himself died over 50 years ago, and Neptune was last
left Aquarius before 1850, over 50 years before he was born!

(Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

Neptune entered the sign Aquarius in 1998, and its tenancy of this sign significantly
coincides with that Of Uranus here. A new civilization is being born, based on
enlightened humanitarianism and on a science using new technology and new forms
of energy. The intuitive, clairvoyant faculties of humanity will be highly developed,
and universal brotherhood will be established in practical reality.

(Julia and Derek Parker)
The gentle characteristics of Neptune should marry well with the humanitarian

elements of Aquarius, but the detached, independent, loving Aquarian traits are poles
apart from the sensitive, intuitive emotion of Neptune. Those with the planet well-



placed should be able to get the best of both entirely different worlds.
(Grant Lewi)

Neptune's entrance into Aquarius brings deep interest in humanitarian causes. There
is a tendency to messianic feelings of social and economic reconstruction, perhaps an
inclination toward dubious methods of accomplishing worthwhile goals (an 'end
justifies the means' attitude).

There will be a challenge to understand your true friends apart from manipulative
and deceptive acquaintances. Watch yourself that you choose your friends carefully
and plan around what you know to be ethically compromising situations. Creative
originality will experience a heyday during Neptune's transit of Aquarius. On the
personal level, eccentricity will accompany a dynamic of breakthroughs.

Your private life will take on new significance. Neptune in Capricorn fostered a need
to insulate yourself against harmful influences. Neptune in Aquarius will ask that we
confront dangers more directly. The question will be 'Are we ready for the reality of a
greater human fraternity?' Vision will need the ballast of compassion. We will not be
able to afford hating those with whom we disagree.

NEPTUNE BY HOUSE

Natal Neptune in 1st House
(Marilyn Waram)

Someone with Neptune in the first tends to be a quiet person who would rather wait
and see what happens than act too hastily. Other people consider him passive, even
lazy, but this is not how the Neptunian sees himself. He feels intimately involved,
sometimes to the point of suffering, but his outward behaviour - geared toward peace
and harmony - does not convey what is going on inside.

What is going on inside is usually significant to the Neptunian. He feels very
connected because he is aware of subtle energies, because he pickls up impressions
from other people that they are usually entirely unaware of giving. The Neptunian
frequently finds himself in the uncomfortable position of knowing - on levels which
are beyond hte verbal - what others' unconscious motivations are, what they really
want but usually hide under the veneer of civilised manners. The Neptunian finds it
difficult, if not impossible, to confront others with their own truth, because he senses
their inability to face themselves honestly without great pain. He hates to hurt others,
and indeed he may not be able or willing to push his own awareness to the point of
words. He will frequently choose to do nothing. This is usually interpreted as
passivity or weakness by others, who do not see what pain the Neptunian endures
because of his knowledge.

With Neptune in the first house, a person tends to be very idealistic. He is drawn to
and prefers to live with harmony: peaceful non-demanding relationships, quiet
environments and aesthetically beautiful surroundings. He tends to think kindly of
others; his sensitivity to their inner motivations and needs brings out his natural
compassion. He tries to treat others kindly. Whether they reciprocate or not, it is part
of his value system that he treat others well. He can be most charming, often
whimsical, sometimes romantic and usually empathic. He seems approachable and is
often receptive to a degree others find startling and deeply gratifying, if a trifle eerie.
He wants life to be perfect for himself and for others. In a chart which indicates the



possibility of strength of character, this desire may be translated into volunteer work,
social work or some activity devoted to improving the quality of life for others, or into
some inspirational activity. In a chart which emphasizes passive tendencies, the
desire for a better world may be channeled into artistic creative pursuits, or into
mere daydreaming. It is also possible that this degenerates into chronic
dissatisfaction with the way things are, with no constructive suggestions or impetus
for improvement.

The person with Neptune in the first house often struggles with a great deal of
confusion about his personal identity. He may be so open to others that he picks up
their moods without realising he is being affected. He tends to mimic, quite
unconsciously, the strongest characteristics of the last person he was with. He can be
easily misled by others, for he fits himself into their 'head space' with such ease that
he doesn't always realise he has done so, and may forget - or be unaware of hte need
- to return to his own thoughts and feelings.

Some Neptunians find they are so open and receptive that they become emotional
sponges, incapable of defending themselves from the unconscious messages and
energies put out by others. Such people need to learn how to define psychic and
emotional boundaries around themselves, but before they can succeed at this they
will need to accept that it is necessary. Usually they resist this; they prefer to cling to
their illusions of beauty and harmony, and in so doing leave themselves defenceless.

The person with Neptune in the first house does not mind suffering. He may protest
that of course he does, but in fact he will often accept it when he does not need to do
so. He tends to feel that others must always come first, and that it is better to
sacrifice his own well-being than be repsonsible for someone else's suffering. He
finds it difficult to refuse requests for help, a trait which other people frequently
exploit. He is also easily deceived, not because of any inherent lack of intelligence
but because he wants to see the best in people and easily dismisses the worst. When
his illusions are revealed he will accept it with a sigh and will often dream up excuses
for the one who deluded him.

The hardest task for the person with Neptune in the first house is that of establishing
a firm identity. He needs it more than anyone and is least likely to accept or honour
that need because it seems, to him, egotistical. Yet his beliefs (Neptune) about
himself (first house) profoundly influence the decisions he makes and therefore have
a major impact on the quality of his life. He needs o realise that his unconscious
values and attitudes are the driving force behind his life, and as long as they remain
unconscious, they remain out of his control. Therefore, essentially his life will feel out
of his control. If he can accept this, and can begin to become aware of what he
believes, sort out whether his beliefs make sense and serve him well, and change
those that don't, he will build a firm foundation for his Neptunian nature. QUiet times
alone are vital for this process, but regular meditation is even better.

With Neptune in the first house, there is almost always a strong awareness of and
interest in spiritual energies. The person may actually be psychic, whether or not he
is comfortable with or utilises this ability. He may be deeply religious, although it is
likely that he will not be fully satisfied with conventional religions. He feels more at
home with belief systems which make room for the currents, promptings and
energies which he knows from personal experience do exist.

The person with Neptune in the first house will tend to be physically inactive. He
does not usually have the energy to lead a dynamic life unless there are other
indications in the chart for this. He prefers quiet, spiritually nourishing pursuits to
athletics. His very lack of interest in the mundane world in general and his own



physical body in particular can lead him into careless dietary habits and a complete
unwillingness to exercise, which can quickly undermine his sensitive health. It is
difficult for the Neptunian to accept, but he may have to discipline himself to follow a
pure diet, to avoid or carefully monitor the use of alcohol and to be especially careful
with drugs, medicinal or otherwise. Frequently this Neptunian requires lower doses
of medicine than others.

When the Neptunian theme dominates the house motif rather than expressing
through it, the person is his own ultimate value. He may simply feel as if he should be
perfect, or he may think he already is perfect. Neptune itself is not inclined to
arrogance, but in combination with fire planets, houses or signs it can certainly
produce that effect. A more positive use of the Fire / Neptune combination is in the
graceful, artistic sports such as ski-ing, gymnastics, dancing, synchronised
swimming, and so on.

With Neptune in the first, the person needs to face up to his tendencey to harbour
illusions or unrealistic expectations about himself and the way he approaches the
world, and what he wishes from the world. He may need to confront his tendency to
be too sensitive and to take things far too personally. WIth experience and growth,
this Neptunian can develop a most humble and spiritual nature which is still strong
enough to withstand the temptations of the world. He can lead others to appreciate
the seemingly gentle but very resilient strength of the inner Divine spark.

(Haydn Paul)

With Neptune in this position, there can be a challenge related to the nature and
definition of your own identity. The difficulties of this lie in the dissolving quality of
Neptune which will affect any sense of a unique and separate identity, and so make it
hard to establish any kind of fixed and firm centre within the personality structure.
The need for this can manifest itself in search for self, and may evnetually lead you
towards a religious or spiritual quest which you hope will satisfy your dilemma and
sense of inner unease.

You will often find it difficult to perceive your own nature, as every time you try to
probe inwards, it seems as if a new inner landscape appears, reflecting a new
combination of inner selves back at you. Your attitudes, beliefs, values and emotions
can regularly change - as if on shifting sands - and so you find it perplexing to
evaluate your own uniqueness, let alone attempt to understand that changing
complexity. What you may begin to realise is that these inner shifts are partly
stimulated by external influences, as you can be highly impressionable to the
personal expressions of others, and it is often their attitudes, beliefs and opinions
that are absorbed and reflected out by you as if they were your own.

There is a powerful reflective quality to your personality, almost like a reflection
created by still waters, which can emerge as an unconscious mimicking of others as
you take on their characteristics. Your persona (or social mask) is often shaped by
your current influences and associations; and to others you may appear in the guise
of a changeling or chameleon-type personality, hard to fathom and lacking in
consistency. You can try to be all things to all men, where your identity forms itself
around others' needs and wants, and perpetually moves its ground of being. There is
a tendency to move beyond boundaries, in that your private sense of a separate
identity becomes extremely diffused and begins to adopt a more inclusive perception,
although in distinction from the mystical position; your expression of this could be in
becoming dependent and relying on others. Sometimes in being so sensitive to the
needs of others, you can become sacrificial in attempting to satisfy them, and in so
doing lose your own purpose and direction through a misplacement of your identity.



You often respond to more subtle and psychic influences, and can be strongly
affected by the quality and tone of your environment and the company you keep, at
home, at work or socially. Registering hidden, inner realities and motivations is quite
common for you; and this can create some confusion, especially if you are receiving
conflicting messages from an inner perception of a person as distinct from their
social expression. You learn to trust the 'vibes' and have faith in that. Because of this
heightened sensitivity, you may be able to act as a channel for spiritual or healing
energies; and an empathic understanding helps to create a connectedness with
others so that healing can be transmitted.

There can be artistic abilities and a need to be creative, both as a form of self-
anchoring and as a way to express and release all the impressions that move through
you. This could be as a reflector of collective needs, visions, attitudes and
perceptions, where any creation 'speaks to many' as a common experience; many
musicians can tap into this area of universal human experience, and lyrically reflect
emotions and feelings that are extremely resonant. You could become an artistic
medium - like an open channel - serving as a voice for the people, because much of
the sacrifice that may be asked by Neptune is that you should universalise your
identity, and this is why it can be so difficult to maintain an independently unique and
separate personality.

One challenge that may be hard to overcome is that of commitment and persistence,
in that you have problems in establishing a chosen direction and focusing your
energies on following it until success is achieved. As there is self-confusion often
allied to insecurity and inner deceptions, your objectives are elusive nd prone to
regular fluctuation. You may need to struggle to build a satisfavory degree of
singlemindedness in your endeavours, but this will partly be formed through a more
defined and grounded identity. Yet the way to achieve this is not through merely
reflecting whatever is around you, but by opening more fully to become a channel for
some higher impulse to work through you, so that the visionary nature can shine and
be inspirational.

Use of drugs or alcohol is probably best avoided, especially with those tendencies of
excess, as these will just serve to fragment an already fragile identity and stimulate
the negative face of Neptune into action. There can be a strong charisma around you,
an enigmatic and mysterious persona (because of its apparent depth and reflective
nature) which can intrigue many who desire to investigate your secrets. This can lead
to unusual relationships, which can be very influential - positively or negatively - and
you may be wiser to exercise some discrimination in this sphere, especially as your
judgemnet may not always be too accurate. Some could take advantage of your
mutability; for instance, by seeking to mould you into their own preferred shape. If
this is allowed, then you could experience the Neptunian tendencies towards victim
and martyr. The real way forward is to move towards the whole, and not become lost
by reflecting just the parts of life.

(Stephanie Camilleri)

A rising Neptune gives an intensely compelling charisma, yet at the same time it
isolates and makes them feel remote from others. They have hte ability to reflect
back the dreams and yearnings of others, so that others see in them reflections of
themselves and crave contact with them, but they themselves feel that they stand
alone behind the mirror and that no-one can see who they really are. The truth is that
they absorb the dreams and desires of others to such an extent that they do not know
themselves who they really are. They are capable of being totally overcome by the
personality of another or of being absorbed into the being of another. The locations of



Jupiter and Saturn and their relationship to Neptune are all-important in determining
whether they have enough perspective to be absorbed only by high-level beings. They
are subject to possession on all levels, and should be guarded in childhood (by
psychic protection) from disturbing astral entities.

They learn rapidly by absorption, but have a hard time with formal studies. They
usually hate school as children (unless there is enough art and music to make it
worth their while), and get away from it as soon as they can, though they may return
to some specific studies later in life. They are capable of being intensely inspired by
circumstances and come to rely heavily on inspiration to get them through all kinds
of situations. They are highly responsive to love and kindness; to anything else they
simply turn a deaf ear, so that if maligned they are inclined to retreat into silence
rather than stoop to argument or self-defence. They may give an appearance of
aloofness, but their close associates know how intensely warm, humorous, talkative,
far-out, and even silly they can be.

They love music and need it as other people need food. They like to sing, and often
teach themselves to play an instrument, though they generally feel that they are not
as good as they would like to be. The truth is that they find it hard to buckle down
and practise, and hate to put the effort required into learning to read music, relying
mainly on natural talent and inspiration. They are usually too shy to enjoy
performing.

Natal Neptune in 2nd House
(Marilyn Waram)

The person with Neptune in the second house tends to be idealistic about the use of
money and personal resources. Often she is not terribly attached to her personal
assets. She tends to look upon her possessions as wards in her care; and while she
may be saddened when the time comes to part with something, she can let it go
where others simply cannot. She has, deep down, an intuitive awareness that 'you
can't take it with you'.

With Neptune in the second house, there may be an indifferent attitude toward
personal finances, earning an income and taking care of possessions. Some of these
people are very generous and will give away one of their belongings to someone who
admires it. They can believe that possessions do not truly belong to anyone but are
there for the good of all, and should be with the person who is happiest with them.
Such an outlook greatly satisfies the Neptunian idealism. They may be just as
easygoing with their money, and can easily be taken advantage of by acquaintances.

Neptune in the second house can signify a fairy-tale attitude toward money - either
that it will always be there when needed, or that it is simply another one of the
world's idiotic preoccupations and a delusion.

Sometimes this position simply indicates forgetfulness or impracticality with
resources. Bills may be overlooked, costing the individual in interest charges.
Checkbook balances may be forever incorrect, resulting in N.S.F. checks. Purchases
may always cost more than planned because the person is somewhat naive and
doesn't know how to ask about additional charges, or she simply forgets about them.
She may not be willing to sit down and fiture out which item is the best buy,
preferring to simply go on her intuition. Purcahsing decisions may be based on the
fact that she hasn't eaten yet today rather than what she can afford. She often has no
clear idea of what she can afford. She frequently doesn't care much, either.



She is not inclined to read the small print in a contract, and may easily lose money
through trusting the wrong people, through impractical investments which appeal to
her altruistic nature, and through outright con games. She can ofen be talked into
making loans to people who cannot repay, simply because she yearns to help out. She
may leave her finances in an incredible muddle year after year rather than impose
effort and discipline on the issue.

Sometimes, with Neptune (beliefs and ultimate values) in the house of money and
possessions, there is a strong tendency to value and perhaps overvalue material
possessions. If there is an emphasis on Earth in the chart, this person may be inclined
to take great care of her things and her money, putting a great deal of time and effort
into upkeep. She will usually want her possessions to look attractive and to be
aesthetically pleasing. If there is enough drive in the chart to do this upkeep on a
continuing basis, it may be possible to turn this into a career.

Neptune and the second house share a strong creative tendency. It may be expressed
as interest and possible talent in pure art, or in music, or in other artistic / creative
purruits; but it will certainly be inherent. This person will need at least periodic
access to music and to lovely surroundings, including pastoral outdoor settings where
she can soak up the peace and serenity. if there are any other indications of possible
artistic ability in the chart, this individual needs to have some background training
and some way to express the creativity. Music and / or other creative pursuits as well
as visits to parks will all be ways for this individual to relax and let go of built-up
tensions.

Since the second house also relates to sensual pleasures, it is possible hat the person
expects these to provide a kind of ultimate ecstasy. She may retreat to ehse
whenever life threatens to get too nasty, looking for reassurance and fulfilment in an
area which can only provide temporary pleasure. She may make pursuit of sensual
pleasure an ultimate value, something she will cling to in the face of much difficulty.

With Neptune in the second, the person needs to face up to her tendency to create
illusions about money, possessions and sensual pelasures, or creative pursuits, to
expect more from them than they can provide, or to ignore or deny their importance.
With patience and insight, this Neptunian can achieve a truly wholistic perspective
on the role of material possessions and sensual pleasures in a balanced life. That is,
she can come to understand that possessions and pleasures contribute important
experiences, but are not to be clung to as ultimate values for there is nothing truly
lasting about either.

(Haydn Paul)

The issues with this Neptune position revolve around the themes of money, resources
and possessions, topics that are central to modern Western capitalist and consumer
thinking.

Money is often the main symbol for success in the world; and most of man's activities
are designed to generate this commodity, both for essential survival needs such as
food and homes, and for the satisfaction of additional desires such as luxurious and
extravagant living, enhanced security, and the accumulation of possessions which
enrich life.

Neptune may stimulate several contradictory attitudes towards money and resources;
but one common thread underlying them is the need to develop a new understanding
of their relevance in your life, a deeper perception of their significance and meaning.



There may in some be a preoccupation with money, resources and possessions,
where money is elevated to a position of supreme imoportance and where all
ambition is consumed with the desire for more. Here the tendency is to excessive
consumption, extravagance, the need to feel secure by being surrounded by the
material forms of purchases, and external displays of having money. There is a
continual dissatisfaction which always demands further satiation through buying and
acquiring more; more cars, TVs, bigger houses, holiday homes etc.; and there is a
resulting lack of appreciation and value. Some may have that 'financial knack' where,
like Midas, everything that is touched turns to gold, and money accumulates with
little effort or through wise business acumen.

Another tendency can be a lack of financial sense; one wastes money through
careless impractical schemes and foolish dreams, or by failing to generate sufficient
self-application to ensure that a potentially viable business project eventually
succeeds. Speculations can be wrongly made, money lost through depending on
others, either fraudulently or through an unreliable trust.

Some may believe that life should fulfil their every need without their having to do
anything in return, becoming social parasites and dependent on state generosity
without due reason apart from laziness.

Others may imbue the issue of resources with an idealistic vision, whereby excess
money and possessions can be shared within a social context, perhaps through
donations to favourite causes and charities, or where unwatned possessions are
freely given to those in need in the world, thus creating a freer flow of the energy
contained in money. This can sometimes emerge as a feeling of 'guilt in the mind of
the successful liberal', but is a prompt towards social responsibility.

Neptune asks you to reconsider your attitudes towards money. Does it condition your
life so that everything else is secondary? Do you really appreciate and value what you
have now? Could some possessions or money be released to help others in greater
need than yourself? Are you irresponsible with money, and do you waste it? Do you
derive a sense of self-worth, value and identity from your accumulated possessions;
and do they act as a status signifier for you? What is really important to you, andis a
search for more money merely a substitute for something else that is lacking?

Neptune may strip away all forms of extranally based security if that is the lesson
required. What is necessary is an inner re-evaluation, where value is placed on less
material substitutes and possessions, where actual use of personal qualities and
those inner resources such as gifts and talents is made, so enriching the life in that
creative way. Many personal attitudes and beliefs are reflected by our money
attitudes; and in changing either the other can be transformed, such as where inner
insecurity relies on extrenal possessions for strength, or where stability in life is
looked for in bricks and mortar. Much of the personal identity is tied up in status-
ridden employment for many, as is witnessed in the attitudes of personal superiority
that many managers possess whereas, in truth, often those lowest in the hierarchy
are much finer people and less obsessive and unbalanced!

The power of money is considerable; and its influence on contemporary choices is
profound. Social transformation is similarly linked to changes in our personal and
collective attitudes towards money and resources; and in this lies one of the
fundamental keys to the future well-being of the planet. The visionary dreaming of
Neptune can help us choose our attitudes wisely, with balance and discrimination,
and with awareness of global repercussions. It is a re-evaluation that all concerned
with the New Age ideal need to make.



(Stephanie Camilleri)

This placement of Neptune gives sensitivity to the environment. These people are
inclued to see the environment as a whole, and how society is moulded by it, and
therefore are deeply interested in social improvement and environmental protection.
They have a great love of nature and the outdoors - animals, birds, trees, and
particularly lakes, rivers and the seashore. They will often give up the conveniences
of urban life in order to live more closely with nature.

Often, these people are attracted to a basic natural lifestyle. They are inclined to take
the broad view of life, and may have some difficulty focusing on immediate specifics.
They are not inclined to stick to one thing, and generally take things as they come.
They also have a tendency to be super-independent, and have a hard time
compromising when they believe themselves to be right.

They make good scientists or technicians because htey can easily absorb the basic
concepts of physics and chemistry. Generally 'handy' around the house, they are able
to figure out what to do to fix things. Rewards come on or near water, with perfumes
and oil, in the entertainment industry (music, film, theatre), or in non-profit work for
a cause.

They are very sensual and are likely to be overwhelmed by attractions to others from
time to time. They in turn are usually very attractive to others, but often lack interest
in those they attract. They tend to idealise or romanticise sexual relationships, while

real intimacy may fail to live up to their expectations.

Sometimes, Neptune here can postpone a sexual relationship, leading to long
engagements, or postpone the consummation of a marriage. Sex may seem gross to
the delicate Nepunian sensibilities. It is a partial testimony to homosexual
relationships; but, if so, most likely it is more of a childish, sentimental desire for the
innocent love of a pal and hasn't much real sex in it.

(Howard Sasportas)

Like Uranus in this position, Neptune in the 2nd requires a deeper understanding
and feeling for the whole sphere of money, possessions and resources. Neptune has a
dissolving effect wherever it is placed in the chart; and in the 2nd, any tangible or
outer forms of security may be subject to this influence. Unconsciously, the person
may feel guilty about acquiring money or holding onto possessions, believing that
what belongs to one should belong to all. Conversely, they may feel that the world
owes them a living - what is other people's should rightfully be theirs as well.
Whether they like it or not, watery Neptune creates fluidity in the 2nd house sphere.

I have seen a variety of manifestations of this placement. Sometimes, it indicates
general confusion and nebuluosness in the handling of finance and investment.
Unforeseen forces undermine speculation - what seemed safe turns out to be a fraud.
In some cases, thieves come in the night and claimw hat they feel should be theirs.
Or they may receive a large cheque in the first post and a bill for the same amount in
the second. Or, generous to a fault, they are a soft touch for any hard luck story,
continually reaching into their pockets to give spare change away, or getting out the
cheque book to donate to a worthy cause.

Poseidon had great riches under the sea and yet he still longer for the earthly power
of Zeus. Those with Neptune in the 2nd may be dissatisfied with what they already
have, and always want more - especially if someone else has it. They may worship
money and possessions as the key to heaven on earth, or value money because it



allows them to live out their fantasiss. Even if they achieve the material status they
hope to gain, they may discover that it isn't all that they imagined it would be.
Something is still lacking.

Ultimately, rather than seeking security and well-being from outside of themselves,
they might need to reconsider their value systems and look inward to what some call
the 'higher spiritual plane' for fulfilment. They might even unconsciously provoke this
by 'setting up' losing what they have gained or dearly value as if they sense that
giving everything away is their path to rebirth and redemption.

I have observed that these people are often unsure of their own inner value and
worth. They may not be appreciative enough of their innate gifts, such as their
sensitivity and empathy, their artistic and creative imaginations, and the ability they
have to heal and soothe others. Money could be earned through a 'Neptunian
profession': acting, modelling, painting, poetry, dance, fashion, photography, healing,
the selling of alcohol or drugs, etc.. Professions as varied as that of a chemist,
clergyman or merchant marine could be connected to a 2nd house Neptune.

Finally, there is a tendency to imbue the matieral world with symbolic and emotional
significance. An object or possession may be valued not so much for what it is, but for
the feelings it inspires in them. Often, they can perceive the essence underlying the
form itself.

Natal Neptune in 4th House
(Marilyn Waram)

This position is a loaded one: an unconscious planet in an unconscious house.
Furthermore, it is the house of our most basic and essential emotional security needs.
Usually we look to Mother to provide these, so she and the needs all get tangled up
with a vague sense of ultimate importance. There may be no easier place to have all
our fondest dreams and wishes smashed to smithereens, for with Neptune the needs
are vitally important and frequently beyond the ability of a mere human to fulfil.

With Neptune in the fourth, the need to feel safe in a secure nest is fundamental.
However it is also quite likely to be unconscious. The person's idea of heaven
includes an impregnable home, lots of food and someone around who will take care of
her. In the fourth house, we tend to want to feel like a baby and to be taken care of
like a baby. With Neptune there, it is all supposed to happen by magic. Furthermore,
it can be accepted as our 'Divine Right' to have all this.

There can easily be an unexamined assumption that mother, early home life and
emotional security needs will all be perfect. That is, all needs will be met with ease,
all needs will be in harmony with the general flow of life, and there will be no need
for upset or disappointment. Mother, or the parent who gives the most emotional
care, is supposed to be there when needed, regardless of other commitments.

With Neptune, of course, there are illusions which must be exposed and released.
The illusions connected with the fourth house are deeply intimate; and any threat to
them is profoundly threatning to the individual. She may successfully defend them
throughout life because to challenge them is too painful to contemplate. She may go
to extraordinary lengths to preserve her images, carefully failing to see any flaws or
failures.

Neptune in the fourth generally has to overcome the strong need for the nurturing
parent not only to be perfect but to continue to provide the perfect surroundings.



This Neptunian has great difficulty separating from the nurturing parent; it may
never be fully completed. It makes little difference f the actual parent lived up to her
ecpectations, for this Nepuntian can put equal importasnce on the parent in her head
- the parent she wished for or imagined to exist. There is a tendency for the
individual to go around with a despondent air because ordinary humans cannot live
up to her expectations, so she feels continually disappointed.

Sometimes the Neptunian desire for perfection focuses on teh home rather than the
parent. In this cawse, there may have been an idyllic childhood home situation, or it
may have been mysterious and elusive. The adult can react by trying to create or re-
create the perfect nest. Anyone with Neptune in the fourth house will need to
examine her strong need for harmony, beauty and fulfilment in the home. Kept in
perspective, it can lead to the creation of a beutiful home with a peaceful, loving
atmosphere. An important part of this can be the preparation of one particular room
for the Neptunian to use as a retreat. Overemphasised, it can lead to a home where
an all-pervasive spirituality and a kind of magical-love are expected, to the exclusion
of all else.

With Neptune in the fourth, nurturing itself may become an ultimate value, a way to
find sublime satisfaction. Some individuals will keep this in balance; many will not.
Those who do will take care to do their nurturing where it will actually be of benefit.
They can make the most sensitive of caretakers, nurses and companions. Those
whose need to nurture others is a convoluted expression of their own hunger to be
taken care of will often give too much to others; eventually they become resentful
because no-one appreciates their sacrifices.

Those who repress the need to nurture or be nurtured will tend to project, to see and
find strong and perhaps overwheming Neptunian traits in their nurturing parent.
Such a parent could be very spiritual and loving, or vague and confused, or even
absent, so that the individual is left with only a fantasy of what that parent could -
and should - have been like; or the parent could be a victim, whom the individual
feels obliged to try to save. This can range from the person who wants the parent to
take more exercise or more vitamins, to stop smoking and so on, to the person with
an alcoholic or otherwise self-destructive parent.

With Neptune in the fourth house, the individual needs to take a long, hard look at
her tendency to have illusions in regard to her own mother or nurturing parent, to
being a parent herself, to children and babies and to the whole issue of nurturance.
She will tend to feel that caring somehow involves being swallowed up completely,
and this may be something she yearns for or is terrified of. She will also tend to feel
that if her emotional security needs, which are often unrealistic, are not met, she
cannot survive the disappointment. While it can be frightening beyond belief for this
person to confront her assumptions about what she must have in order to feel
fulfilled, she will find her life a great deal more satisfying if she can do so, for she will
be living according to realistic values rather than mysterious ones.

This Neptunian can make the most patient and loving of parents, one with a strong
sense of emotional bonding and yet one who will remain aware of her spiritual
responsibilities as a parent. She may do more to create an ideal parent / baby
relationship than anyone else, and can serve to remind others of how important it is
to strive to do the best for children that we can. She also has the ability to create a
spiritually nurturing atmosphere for others, perhaps in her own home, but also in
their homes, as well.

(Haydn Paul)



This position of Neptune gives an emphasis to personal roots and foundations in life,
and can often indicate deep unconscious ties to family, parents and social traditions,
and a need for security and stability which is opposed by the Neptunian tendency of
dissolution and expansion.

Motivations, attitudes, beleifs, value structures and personal identity will tend to
have foundations in your earlier life. The influence of parents upon you will be
considerable; and many of the conditioning emotional associations will be closely
intertwined with that parental relationship and your childhood. Some degree of
idealism or distortion is likely in your memories and family connections; and it is
possible that you have a desire to return into a golden age where the womblike
embrace of the family offered security and protection.

It may be, however, that your early life experience was unsatisfactory and
unfulfilling, where expectations were disappointed and the home life was more
unsettling and unstable, and that this pattern has been carried over into your adult
life. The father is associated with the 4th house,; and part of this insecurity could be
connected with his role in your life. Child idealistic projections onto him could have
been later disillusioned, or he may have seemed distant from you, offering little
emotional comfort or relationship, or he could have left or been rarely at home when
you needed him there. Some type of unbalanced relationship is indicated by this
placing of Neptune; and in many instances this implies a divided marriage situation
or a broken home.

Neptune offers great emotional sensitivity; and you are likely to have absorbed into
your unconscious mind most of the underlying psychic currents present in your
family home. These can pe parental frustrations with an unhappy marriage, the
denial of ambitions or dreams for successful futures for their children; whatever they
were, they have made an impact on you as you received that 'atmosphere' into your
unfolding nature. A parent may have been very dominant, so much so that their way
of perceiving life has never left you, and you have difficulty in breaking free of the
parental embrace and umbilical cord, so that you can stand free as an individual in
your own right. Or you may have received 'family traits', delusions and challenges
passed down through genetic lineage, repetitive family patterns of behaviour and
attitude, like a family adherence to religious conditioning or political beliefs.

Many of the themes that will be highlighted in your adult life will have their roots in
your childhood. It is quite likely that in some way you will tend to repeat similar paths
and patterns which were present in your parents' lives. The challenge is to transform
them, so breaking unconscious repetition and avoiding becoming a victim to such
tendencies. Your adult marriage and family life could be the sphere of this repetition.
Where Neptune is involved, the need for sacrifice in some way is often found, as are
the themes of victim and martyr. You may need to consider whether you are
unconsciously duplicating the tendencies and failings of your father or mother,
because htey were your early role models of behaviour. You may be required to be
self-sacrificial in your domestic relationship, perhaps through the illness of a child or
partner, or as a result of a partner's need to puersue his or her ambitions; and you
are usually willing to become a protective and embracing parent figure, even to a
partner.

A new understanding and redefinition of family, roots and foundations in life is
required. Neptune may ask that you surrender your family, perhaps through the
dissoluation of a marriage, or just through a transformation in your heritage of
attitudes, beliefs and values as you learn how to stand free in your own light and
follow your own path through life. The need for stability, security and roots needs to
be expanded, so that reliance on a limited conception is transcended, and Neptune



opens out into a wider space for exploration. For those attracted towards the spiritual
dimension and the search for universal and eternal roots, the challenge may lie in
trusting the goodwill of the universe, having faith in its guidance and moving beyond
any dependence on rational thinking and protection of the limited self. This can
develop into a determined exploration of the mysteries of life and yourself, moving
ever deeper into the inner depths. Failure to accept this challenge or re-evaluation
and transformation can create psychosomatic symptoms of ill-health in later years,
and static regressive repetition of received patterns from childhood. There can also
be a withdrawl from social activity and a preference for isolated privacy, especially if
the home life fails to fulfil, and you attempt to retreat into an inner idealistic dream
world where life should be as you prefer to imagine it to be.

(Bill Herbst)

Microcosm: Neptune in the 4th reveals that your inner sanctum contains no
personal self. Instead, the space usually reserved for privacy is utilised to release you
from the pressures of individual living. It is a space of universality, a return home to
the essence of all things as One Together. The pitfall lies in a tendency to escape itno
emotional formlessness, to mistake ego inflation for cosmic reunion. The challenge is
to allow everything to penetrate you without your ever losing the ability to function
well in real life.

Personal security: Perosnal secutiy has no pragmatic meaning. You are fascinated
by a sense of family that extends far beyond the limited scope of biological
bloodlines. Family is universal, and home is anywhere. The pitfall is that openness,
translucidity, and idealism may so completely evaporate boundaries that you lose all
sense of meaning, disintegrating into a state of permanent insecurity. The challenge
is to realise that all mean are indeed brothers, both within and beyond the flesh.

Emotional imprints: Your early conditioning was full of idealism, fntasy, and often
illusion, perhaps even lies. Dreams formed the basis of the imprint system, weaving
an invisible pattern in your habits. Somewhere in your imprints may be the dark
shadow of victim consciousness or drug problems; but even these can be turned
toward the positive if you are willing to connect with a universal vision of life. Don't
look toward an event-oriented background; what actually happened was of far less
importance than what occurred in your fantasies. The sense of selfless spiritual
purpose was important from the start, and may have manifested itself in religious
training or attitudes.

"Inner-link" parent: There are echoes of both sainthood and martyrdom in your
maternal impressions. Your mother may have been seen as a woman of delicacy and
compassion, yet she might just as easily have been perceived as foolish dreamer or
unwitting victim. In either case, she promoted in your early development a strongly
intuitive orientation. Later in adulthood, you could deasily be telepathic or psychic
without ever thinking about it, since it would seem second nature to you. The pitfall
you have with your mother surrounds boundaries. It's difficult for you to tell the
difference between what's hers and what's yours. The challenge is to embrace her
spirit without succumbing to her melodrama.

Private intuition: Inner guidance is an evanescent presence, floating just beyond
the periphery of vision. It is like an echo, a constant "AUM", often felt but seldom
seen. Private intuitions are not truly private here; information about life is absorbed
from every sector of the environment - within the self, from the world around you,
and directly from others. The information may be about anyone, for anyone, not
solely your personal self. It is all experienced as relevant, and with this placement we
see the first developments of universal channelship. You are a conduit, a conveyor, a



conductor of information you may not fully understand. Hold the information until life
askse you for it, and then give it purely. For you, intuition bleeds into every thought,
every feeling, every activity.

(Stephanie Camilleri)

People with Neptune in the fourth often find it difficult to establish a home of their
own. They may not take seriously the need for a home of their own, or it may take
them a lot longer than most people to get around to it. They may live much of their
lives with family or friends, or in a room-mate situation, particularly where it means
they do not have to pay rent or take much responsibility for upkeep. Even when they
do deisre to have a place of their own, circumstances of one kind or another may
prevent it, or they may spend many years, sometimes even their entire lives,
dreaming of an ideal home environment that is way beyond their circumstances.

The early home may have been chaotic in some way, and they may not have had their
own space or much real privacy. In any case, privacy is very important to them, and
they will uput up with a great deal of discomfort to have it. The ideal home
environment will be located near trees and water and filled with plants, pets, works
of art, and interesting and unusual objects from far-away places.

The father may be an artist of some sort, a sailor, an actor, a doctor, or a fisherman.
He may be a humanitarian, highly sensitive, and religious. He may also be an
alcoholic, and / or chronically ill. He may not be strongly committed as a parent, or
may be gone from the home much of the time - even gone altogether at some point
early in life. Whatever the cause, there is often the feeling that they never got the
chance to get as close to their father as they would have liked.

Natal Neptune in 5th House
(Marilyn Waram)

Neptune has a depth of receptivity which is quite startling to experience, especially
in this modern Western culture where we so often keep others at an emotional
distance. The fifth house is also deeply emotional, but this tends to be in an outgoing
way. The combination often leads to a definite charisma, an aura of great charm and
power and importance. It is one of the stronger indications that a person has acting
ability, though this may be used as a teacher or salesperson rather than on the stage.

Neptune and the fifth house share creative abilities, so this is another combination
which emphasises some kind of creative talent. While Neptune in the second is likely
to express itself in music, gardening or art, the fifth house tends to indicate a strong
need to be noticed and admired for creative abilities and attempts. This Neptunian is
more likely to work with video or on stage or in the classroom or in some other area
where the applause and respect can be immediate and can also be experienced
personally. He needs this; often the unconscious Neptunian focus on the need to
transcend this world undermines his self-confidence and self-esteem so that he
depends on feedback from others to measure his worth. This can be a deadly
dependency because even the highest praise and respect from others can never truly
fulfil the yearning he experiences to be loved absolutely. They can only provide a
temporary uplift. The individual remains forever vulnerable.

With Neptune in the fifth, a person needs to closely and honestly examine his
illusions regarding love, children, creativity and his own self-esteem and ego. This is
one of the positions especially susceptible to ego-annihilation, the determination to



eradicate the 'sinful' ego. Such people tend to become terribly self-absorbed as they
watch themselves for any sign of ego, and end up more egotistical and self-important
than if they simply accepted their membership in the human race along with the rest
of us.

Some of the illusions associated with a fifth house Neptune include the need to have
perfect love relationships, perfect children, and always the perfect artistic creation.
Whenever someone expects perfection in the outer world, he is doomed to
disappointment, although the process of disillusionment may cause him to rethink his
outlook. He may need to realise that he needs to let go of some of his more
demanding and destructive dreams and expectations.

With Neptune in the fifth, the individual may expect lovers or love relationships to
provide a complete sense of fulfilment. The person with this placement can make a
very romantic partner, the type who loves candlelight dinners and mood music, who
can surround the object of his love with an atmosphere of pervasive love. However he
may expect his girlfriend or lover to sense his wishes and to be willing to meet them.
Or he may expect himself to be sensitive, caring and recptive at all times, regardless
of his own mood and / or needs. He may look for a girlfriend who is completely open
to him and willing to give him absolute, perfect and always harmonious love. He may
suffer disappointment and disillusionment as lady after lady fails to live up to his
image of the perfect lover, or brings out a side of him he can't reconcile with his
expectations of love.

Sometimes all this happens with children - the individual might expect his children to
be passive, peaceable, serene and patient. He may expect himself to be this way with
his children; and it is a distinct likelihod that he will have trouble dealing with issues
of anger and discipline with his children. He may value them so highly that he loses
his perspective on what they are really like, or he may need them to be perfect so
that he feels important and well-regarded.

Since Neptune represents issues which are frequently unconscious, all these
attitudes may operate without the individual's awareness.

If projected, the negative aspects of Neptune tend to become more emphasised. With
a lover, the individual might be looking for a lady who is spiritual or magical,
inspirational or creative, or someone 'really special' - a princess or goddess he can
love,... and yet find himself with women who take too many pills, or who can't seem
to get their lives together, women who are constantly sick, who are mentally ill or
unbalanced, or who dedicate themselves to strange religions. The more the individual
denies Neptune expression in his own life, the more likely it is that hs will meet it in
exaggerated guises outside of himself.

Projected onto children, it is possible to have artistically talented children, children
who are more inclined to follow a spiritual path than the parent, or children who have
a marked ability to counsel and inspire others. It is also possible to have children who
slide into drugs and alcohol, or who are sickly and weak or mentally unbalanced,
children who have a great deal of difficulty distinguishing between reality and their
imagination, children who use denial as a defence against the world and so on.

The individual with Neptune in the fifth house really needs to examine closely and
honestly his beliefs regarding his creative pursuits and how they reflect on him. He
needs to look at his tendency to romanticise girlfriends rather than see them for who
they are, and to romanticise love and love affairs in general. He may harbour illusions
about all children, or about his own children in particular, illusions which hamper his
ability to deal with them realistically and effectively. He may have difficulty



developing a strong sense of self-worth, or fancy himself as far more important than
others see him. This placement is associated with a great deal of inspired creativity,
however, and may, if other chart factors support it, indicate exceptional artistic talent
in some field. With humility and self-awareness, an individual with Neptune in the
fifth can use his magnetism to uplift those who have lost all confidence. He can
balance his tendency to see the best - and perhaps only the best - in others with his
natural ability to inspire them to actually develop what he sees, to become the best
they can be.

(Haydn Paul)

This position of Neptune is closely concerned with personal creativity, romance, life
enjoyment and children.

Romance and love affairs are likely to be very influential in your life; and you may
need to be careful in respect of the glamorous and illusory facade that Neptune can
cast over others and upon your own perceptive clarity. This facade shimmers and
sheens, but all may not be as it appears; where Neptune is concerned, always keep a
wary eye open for images of deception. Romance will be coloured by idealism and
that search for perfection which evokes the presence of anima and animus
projections from the unconscious mind, overlaying the actual reality of any partner.

You are probably attracted o people who have an aura of mystery, intrigue and
fascination surrounding them; this may be real but equally they could just seem that
way to you if your inner projections have been activated. The allure of illicit and
secret relationships is strong, as are any which promise glamour in some way,
perhaps through association with status-rich people, or a more stylish and
fashionable lifestyle. You enjoy situations that include a chance to be in the dramatic
spotlight, and can sometimes resort to playing too many games to be fully trusted.
Yet beneath that dramatic flair is someone who really wants to be loved and
appreciated, although you may often act in ways that prevent this from happening
successfully. Much will depend on the nature of aspects made to the natal Neptune.

Romances may not progress smoothly; and it is possible that a succession of failed
love affairs can generate additional problems in your life, perhaps through children
or unresolved emotions. Children could be a weak spot; and Neptune may demand a
sacrifice from you in this area, prior to changes occurring in your life. More clarity is
needed in this sphere of life, where in order to achieve your real desires of
partnership you need to resist the lures of more glamorous tunes played by siren-like
lovers. Try not to place lovers on unrealistic pedestals, or chase those who are not
available; these can be just futile endeavours, dramatic perhaps, but strangely
unsatisfying, unless you want to become the emotionally tortured artiste!

As with romance, your creativity may also be blocked from fulfilment. Neptune will
give you a fertile imagination which can be used in very creative ways, but a way to
release this may need to be found before the floodgates open. There may be natural
talents in music, drama and art which have an inspirational source from the muses,
and you will certainly feel more fulfilled when you are being creative and self-
expressive, releasing emotional and imaginative energies into the world. This could
be a key to transcending any blockage. Neptune may want you to move to a higher
vantage place, so that there is less emphasis on purely personal creativity for more
selfish aims and where the new perception is one of service to the greater
community. Until you move in that direction, your aims may be frustrated. In offering
something of value to others, you may be simultaneously offering a sacrifice to the
inner gods, which will be rewarded in their own way - through your transformation
and rebirth into a 'walker between worlds'.



(Stephanie Camilleri)

These people are idealistic and romantic to a fault, and are not at all realistic in their
choice of lovers. They are inclined to fall in love with someone who is out of reach in
some way, or someone who embodies a dream for them, because of what they do or
their environment, without allowing themselves to perceive who they really are. They
are capable of waiting for years for an impossible romance to materialise.

This position inclines towards sexual extremes: none at all, or too much, or peculiar
tastes and attractions. It is a partial testimony to homosexuality. It can also indicate
impotence or frigidity.

They are capable of great inspiration, but may rely too much on it and not enough on
hard work. They are inclined to focus on the wrong aspect of things and not see the
forest for the trees. They are prone to emotional instability unless there are strong,
good aspects against it. They are also inclined to be psychic; but for this, too,
contributory aspects are necessary.

These individuals are magnetic and charismatic but, unless other aspects are good,
they may not know how to use this gift and may do more harm than good to those
they attract.

This is a good position for artists, writers, or creative workers of any kind, especially
those who work alone. They may suffer from a too-intense sensitivity that blocks
them from fully appreciating or understanding those around them. They may feel
themselves to be misunderstood by others, while it is they who do not understand
others. They can be cold and callous to friends and family, tuning them out while
focusing all their concern on the one they desire, who is often someone who is totally
out of the question. If they do achieve union with the desired one, the romance takes
a long time to wear off.

(Howard Sasportas)

In the 5th, Neptune wins some and loses some. On the one hand, this position
bestows a rich and vivid imagination, creative flair and the natural ability to
exteriorise the feelings in a grand and exuberant manner. On the other hand,
circumstances they attract into their lives may require that they give and become
what others want and need, rather than what they would like to be or do for
themselves. But should these coincide - that is, when what they wish to give is what
others want and need to receive - then probably nothing else in the chart will equal
the joy and fulfilment promised by this placement.

Back to the sandbox. The first problem is whether or not little Neptune is even free to
go out and play. 'Poor Mother works so hard at home - I should really stay in and help
her.' 'No, don't think of me', poor Mother says. 'It will be good for you to go out with
your friends - I really don't mind (sigh).' Guiltily, but excitedly, Neptune floats on air
to the playground, bubbling with all the fun he is going to have. But what's this,
nobody is there - 'How strange, where could they all be? (pause) I wonder what I am
missing?' ‘Well I can still play on my own.' He climbs in the sandbox filled with the
inspiration of the castles taking shape in his mind, when along comes Mercury. 'Sorry
Neptune, your mother sent me - she needs you back home - mind if I borrow your
shovel?'

Sometimes the more those with Neptune (or Pisces) in the 5th search for pleasure,
the more it eludes them. It's not always this bleak - but they often are called upon to



make sacrifices in the area of creativity. Some may give up a career in the arts for
the sake of a more stable or routine existence. Some will give up a more stable and
routine existence for the sake of a career in the arts. But whether or not a profession
in this field is sought, they will benefit from any spare-time creative outlet which
offers them a chance to express their feelings, emotions and splendid imagination.

Romantically, they are usually bursting at the seams. Imbuing the beloved with divine
qualities, they embark on the romance of all times. Neptune in this house may bring
complications in love. One version is falling in love with someone who is unattainable
in some way. More positively though, people with Neptune in the 5th possess,
through the expansiveness and numinosity of their love, a natural gift for uplifting
and healing others.

Sacrifices may have to be made regarding children. If difficultly aspected, they may
feel martyred by parenthood: 'If it weren't for the kids, I could have done...". They
might idealise a child or turn the child into their source of salvation. 'If the child loves
me against all odds, if the child is wonderful or successful, then my life is redeemed'.
Obviously, there must be a willingness on the part of a parent with this placement to
fre the child to live his or her own life. THe child may reflect Neptunian or Piscean
qualities - in the sense of possessing unusual creative or artistic abilities, or the more
challenging manifestations of this planet or sign - mental, physical or emotional
disabilities. What is important is the 'spiritual growth' gained through the experience
with children. In whatever sphere of life it is placed, Neptune may indicate a kind of
suffering which has the effect of softening the individual. Invariably, the parent who
loses or is compelled to give up a child will be profoundly affected and altered
through what Neptune has to teach. Some people with Neptune in the 5th work well
with disabled or troubled children and adolescents.

Obviously, if Neptune is adversely aspected they should be very cautious about
gambling and speculation. By nature, Neptune offers no guarantees.

(Liz Greene)

The 5th house is traditionally associated with children and creativity. But the
‘children' of the 5th house are not necessarily biological; and our biological children
are represented here not in the context of our capacity for parenting, but as those
physical creations upon which we project our inner images of immortality and
specialness. The 5th house might more appropriately be called the house of the inner
child, for it is the archetypal image of the divine child that stands behhind the sense

Natal Neptune in 5th House
(Liz Greene) (contd.)

The 5th house is thus as 'religious' as the 9th, and perhaps more so, since the pursuit
of meaning as reflected by the 9th is largely intellectual in nature, while the
experience of inner divinity, which we encounter through the 5th, in both our
children and our creative efforts, is direct, unmediated, and irrefutable.

The divine child whom we meet when Neptune is in the 5th is the Christ-child, the
Mithras-child, the progeny of heaven and the source of our redemption. Creative
expression may thus become a means of salvation, for through it we can leave the
darkness of the material world and enter into union with the source of life. But in
order to pursue this kind of creative spirit we may feel impelled to suffer; for
creativity allied to a 5th house Neptune carries with it the poignant vision of the
Romantic poets. The artist must suffer for his or her creation, and is redeemed by it;
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yet the artist is also the mouthpiece for the divine, and carries the role of the
redeemer of society. We should not be surprised to encounter Neptune in the 5th in
the charts of poets. Total immersion in the imaginal realm constitutes fusion with the
deity; re-emerging into ordinary life is an expulsion from Eden, and a kind of death.

The 5th house is also known as the house of love. Love as described by the 5th is,
however, a reflection of the Sun as lifegiver, and not specifically sexual; nor is it a
relationship between equals. Solar love is an unbounded radiance which pours out
toward people and objects as the Sun itself shines upon the Earth. Our 5th house
'love affairs' are not really concerned with other people as individuals. We embark
upon them in order to experience our lovingness towards those who orbit around us
as the Earth does around the Sun. Through our recognition of our own capacity to
love, we glimpse that which is godlike in ourselves. Neptune in the 5th conjures the
love of the troubadours, for whom the beloved is a mirror; and the experience of
passion is the gateway to union with the ineffable. The lover himself or herself
scarcely matters. Ebertin, in describing Neptune in the 5th, mentions 'a love of
beauty and art... wastefulness, self-glorification, misdirected passion, seduction'. It is
hardly surprising that Neptune's passion might be 'misdirected’, as the other person
is merely a mirror in which the individual glimpses the immortality of his or her own
soul. With such a profound idealisation of love, one is likely to display a certain lack
of discrimination in one's choices. Neptune in the 5th may be utterly in love with
being in love. Yet love and suffering may live side by side, for it is through the
experience of love that we, the suffering ones, are redeemed, and offer redemption to
others who suffer. Neptune in the 5th is sometimes linked with deception in love,
either as perpetrator or as victim. This is also not surprising, due to the extreme
idealisation and propensity for disillusionment which Neptune brings to romantic
encounters.

Planets in the 5th describe what kinds of things we are most naturally inclied to
create; the experience of divinity through a 5th house planet will express itself in the
form of the deity we encounter. Neptune's most characteristic creative products are
those which link us to the oceanic source of life. A 5th house Neptune may, given
sufficient containment, contribute to an artistic talent best expressed through media
such as music, poetry, and drama. As our children are also our creations, we may
bring Neptune's victim-redeemer mythology into the domain of our progeny. This can
create many difficulties, since children are not mere extensions of our solar creative
power, but are individuals in their own right, with a Sun and a 5th house in their own
natal charts. With Neptune in the 5th, we may idealise our children to such a degree
that we cannot discern their independent reality. Then we may truly suffer, since the
child will probably resist this obliteration of his or her own identity in one way or
another. Many individuals with Neptune in the 5th perceive in their children the light
of their own potential divinity, incur the eventual rejection of their children, and feel
martyred and victimised as a result. Neptune in the 5th may also perceive
parenthood itself as martyrdom - the proof of loving self-sacrifice. Or one may try to
play redeemer to a child who is perceived as helpless and vulnerable. Yet the parent
with Neptune in the 5th may himself or herself secretly seek redemption through the
child's love and dependence.

The Neptunian themes of sacrifice and suffering may take other forms in relation to
offspring. Because Neptune's reluctance to define boundaries may bring a quality of
deep unconsciousness to love affairs, 'accidental' pregnancy - even in this modern era
of readily available contraception - is not uncommon. Neptune in the 5th may
sometimes be connected with an unhappy experience of abortion, as a result of this
kind of unconsciousness. Sometimes the 'accidental' pregnancy constitutes an
intrinsic means of binding a partner whom one is frightened of losing; and a marriage
built upon such a foundation may be fraught from the outset with a sense of
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entrapment, bondage, and victimisation on the part of both people. The child who is
born of this union may believe, as children usually do, that he or she is responsible
for all the parents' subsequent unhappiness and frustration, and may react by
becoming the sort of burden guaranteed to make a martyr out of the parent. Or the
parents may ultimately separate, and, if the usual acrimonious custody battle ensues,
Neptune in the 5th may feel deeply victimised - either by the burden of being a single
parent, or by having the child taken away. In these situations, no-one wins. It is
inappropriate to seek a culprit in such cases, as Neptune's desperate need to find
fusion is not usually recognised by a young person caught in the throes of an
apparent grand passion. But it may be helpful to discern, beneath Neptune's
inclination to bow to some mysterious 'karma’, a pattern built upon unconscious
choices and longings which are, ultimately, the individual's own.

Neptune in the 5th may occasionally be linked with unwelcome childlessness, or with
a physically or mentally handicapped or ailing child. In these cases one cannot
'‘blame' Neptune. Such unhappy situations also occur where there is no planet in the
5th, or an apparently benign planet such as Jupiter. The conclusion suggested by
astrological evidence is that it is not the burden of an ill or handicapped child which
is described by Neptune ;it is the experience of a particular kind of suffering which
the parent is predisposed to undergo. Because we are all different, individuals
respond in varying ways to this kind of life challenge. Some parents are angry, and
some are resigned; some institutionalise the child as quickly as possible, while others
keep the child permanently at home even if other, healthier children suffer by the
decision. Beacuse no-one can fully know or judge another's situation, no-one can
decide for another which of many options is 'right'. For Neptune, a profound sense of
guilt and longing for redemption through suffering may dictate that the 'right' option
is the path of martyrdom. Neptune in the 5th, when linked with the challenge of
raising a handicapped child, describes the mythic background of sorrow and
salvation which the parent, rather than the child, is likely to carry within.
Compassion and the opening of the heart may be the rewards of the experience. So,
too, may be a deepened sense of religious or spiritual awareness. And so, too, may be
the self-immolating propensities of the martyr, for whom suffering through one's
child may one day provide a passport into Paradise. Consciousness of one's feelings is
extremely important - not least for the sake of the child. In the case of those who
desperately long for children but cannot have them, it is possible that some honest
questioning about the desperation might be of value. If Neptune in the 5th perceives
children as a vehicle for redemption, then inability to bear them may indeed seem a
lifelong sentence of exile from Paradise. It may not be so when the desire for children
is linked with less global needs, which could be partially if not completely met by
other means. Self-pity may in such cases not be the most constructive expression of
Neptune in the 5th. Something more wise within the individual may be seeking to
express the redemptive longings of Neptune through some other, noncorporeal kind
of child.

When Neptune is in the 5th, creative outlets are essential, for real people such as
lovers and offspring cannot carry the mythic idealisations of Neptune without
eventually falling off their pedestals. Neptune's compassion and sensitivity may
reflect a gift for interacting with children, and not only one's own. But the planet's
most benign expression in teh natural house of the Sun is ultimately trhough those
creative vehicales which can offer an immediate expereince of the mystery which lies
embedded within the sense of 'I'. 'Children’, 'speculation' and 'love affairs' seem
easier - at least initially - because they are instinctive and do not require reflection.
Creative work demands the discipline of Saturn and the self-definition of the Sun,
which Neptune resists. Yet paradoxically, it is through creative effort that Neptune's
redemptive longing can be fulfilled, at least in part, through discovering the divine
child within.
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(Robert Pelletier)

If you have been disappointed in love relationships, take heart, for your creative
inspiration can bring you success in many other areas. Even in love, you will learn to
discriminate between those who are sincere and those who are not. In time, you will
accept people as they are and not try to make them fit your ideal image. Devote more
effort to developing your creative potential, for you can derive much satisfaction from
your accomplishments. Resist the tendency to waste time daydreaming, when you
could be using your talents for useful purposes. Your fear of being rejected will be
greatly reduced if you become a true craftsman in using your skills. Getting some
formal training should be a major priority if you want to win in the challenging
competition of human encounter. Rather than complain about someone's unethical
methods of achieving their ambitions, tend to your own affairs and criticise your own
lack of persistence and dedication. Though you are a purist at times, you display poor
judgement in living by your own rules instead of by society's, as others must.

Your sympathetic compassion for less fortunate people is commendable. You know
you have the ability to serve those who cannot serve themselves, and you would be
remiss in your social obligations if you did nothing about it. It will take some time to
find the best way to apply your creative ideas. You might need the advice of someone
you can trust to help you choose the best career. Perhaps your partner or lover could
serve in this capacity, especially if your interests are compatible.

Your first priority should be to make an organised plan for achieving your goals. Then
you must painstakingly adhere to the responsibilities that this entails. You cannot
expect to get anything out of life unless you are willing to put something into it, so
you must develop your skills as a commitment to your objectives. You can earn a
comfortable income by putting your creative talent to work. it will require some
sacrifice, but this is the most important investment you can make. It is your
obligation to find out where your talents will be appreciated. Before you can help
others, you must develop your own potential and establish your own worth.

The most painful experience you can imagine is never receiving recognition for your
efforts. You need feedback from those you have helped to know that your efforts have
been worthwhile. But the only satisfaction you should require is knowing that the
deed is important and that you are making an effort to pay off your debt to society.
Institutional work could be a vehicle for creative self-expression. In any job situation,
examine your duties carefully and demand that your responsibilities be spelled out
exactly. You tend to volunteer unnecessarily, thereby taxing your physical capacity. If
you do volunteer extra duty, don't expect any return other than the satisfaction of
giving.

Your early conditioning did not prepare you for the burden of standing on your own.
You may have a lingering guilt that you have somehow been disloyal to your family.
This is utter nonsense, which you use to justify your refusal to develop your latent
potential and acquire the independence to stand alone. If you believe in yourself, the
possibilities open to you are beyond your wildest imagination, but only hard work will
yield results. You will succeed when you know you can.

(Bill Herbst)

Conscious persona: Your 5th house Neptune indicates a conscious persona marked
by an otherworldly, almost mystical presence. The image of self that's created can be
magical in its delicacy and compassionate in its soft receptivity. You are no

egomaniac, for you're more interested in feeling of togetherness, of oneness between
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performer and audience. However, there can be 'star' quality here, for an intangibly
poetic sense of charisma overcomes many other shortcomings, such as a lack of clear
strength in character. Your characterisation may be solid and grounded, but the
mask itself gives the impression of being almost translucent. The pitfall lies in
deception - for the audience and also yourself - while the challenge is to develop a
character of universal empathy, one with whom every member of the audience can
identify.

Romance, giving love: If Mars is the romantic warrior, Mercury the romantic
beauty, then Neptune represents the romantic mystic. You have a translucent, almost
religious sense of courtship. A sublime holiness permeates love. You aren't especially
physical where love is concerned, operating instead from Olympian heights of
spiritual aspiration. There are pitfalls, however. Universal and personal love are
confused, and too often romance invovles suffering and sacrifice - somebody gets
hurt. You're such a sucker for 'true love' that you'll lie to yourself and others to have
the experience. The challenge is to successfully merge your translucent longing for
spiritual Oneness with the more pragmatic demands of earthly living.

Sexual performance: For you, the sexual act is an interlude of release from worldy
cares, more fantasy than reality, more emotional than physical, a dreamlike blend of
Hollywood and Heaven. The mundane aspect of sex is smooth and silky, a liquid
dance of empathy with your partner, as if your body were melting into the body of
your beloved. The pitfall lies in passivity or self-absorption; your boundaries dissolve
too easily and you float off to La-La Land, leaving your partner behind to do all the
work. The challenge is to let lovemaking provide you with a pathway back to Cosmic
Central. Sex should be more inspiration than perspiration; christen yourself in its
cool waters - just don't drown.

Personal creativity: Creativity tends to be spiritual rather than material, intangible
rather than concrete. Whatever actual directions you choose for your creative drives,
the process of creation will be likely to be slightly mysterious, more a drawing down
of sublime energies than any literal push to birth something new. You are the master
of the divining rod, the rainmaker, the medium in trance who connects to another
world. You can also be an illusionist, a prestidigitator, a con man. Just be sure you
know the difference.

of specialness associated with the Sun, the natural ruler of the 5th, and the urge to
'play' and spontaneously express our childlike hearts.

Competition: Neptune's symbolism is antithetical to the raw energies of
competition. Your skills are based on subtlety. Something in you senses the most
natural action to take in any game. But when you win, your ego steps aside. No credit
is needed, no applause sought, no winnings pocketed. The concept of rules is only
barely understood, however. You may cheat without knowing it, or with a naive
assumption that it's part of the fun. But that pitfall can only lead to the eventual
public ruin of your good reputation. The challenge is to develop a perfect instinct for
the game of life, to play gently and lovingly, without violating anyone, including
yourself.
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Natal Neptune in 6th House
(Marilyn Waram)

In this house, Neptune is, in a sense, in a place which is its polar opposite. That is,
the sixth house relates to Virgo, which is the polar opposite of Pisces, the sign
associated with Neptune. The polarity, and the fact that it is not actually an opposite
but two different sides of the same coin, shows up clearly with Neptune in the sixth.
It is a house of detailed work, of productivity, of nose-to-the-grindstone, of doing a
good job for the simple sake of doing a good job. Above all, the sixth house is about
the world as it is and how to manage that and work with that on a day-to-day basis.

Neptunian energy seems so totally different: it seeps into the path of least resistance,
undermines its opposition, yearns for and (it is to be hoped) seeks to be united with
and absorbed by God, or by some Cosmic Consciousness which transcends this petty
world. How can these two ever find a point of co-operation?

Neptune and the sixth house do share some common points, however. Both pertain to
health, and to an attitude of service, of somehow doing something to help one's fellow
hman beings.

When Neptune and the sixth house themes are integrated, the individual can dream
the dream of Neptune and also use the practical sixth house skills to plan and
organise the details which will make the dream a reality some day. Without such
plans, teh dream is just that: a potential, an inspired idea with no basis in reality. The
sixth house can direct and focus the Neptune ability to envision something better,
something prettier, something more creative and inspiring. Without the dreams of
Neptune, the sixth house is merely a housekeeping unit - a drive to organise and plan
and weed out the inefficiencies, but for what purpose? Neptune supplies the purpose
and the sixth house supplies the know-how and practical skills.

Neptune in the sixth often relates to some kind of artistic creative work. The sixth
house and tenth house both relate to work, but the tenth indicates more ambition and
more interest in an important career than the sixth, especially one where some kind
of power can be wielded. The sixth is concerned with somewhat more mundane jobs.
Neptune in the sixth tends to find expression as commercial artists, haridressers,
beauty make-over consultants, make-up artists, practical nurses and so on. These
people are certainly expressing Neptunian themes in their work.

When Neptune is at odds with the sixth house energies, there can be quite a struggle
between the need to dream, to let matters flow and ebb, and the need to be realistic
and practical. The individual may feel a strong need to busy herself with details and
to make every thing and every process as efficient as possible, including tidying up or
at least criticising people. Co-workers are especially likely targets. The Neptunian
need for flowing harmony and ease and grace gets trodden underfoot. Or she may
use the Neptune need for perfection in her assessment of her work - does she do it
perfectly, with harmony and beauty and ease? She may expect far too much of
herself, or never be able to say 'no' when more work is piled on her.

Another expression of an out-of-balance Neptune in the sixth is when the individual
cannot keep work situations and environments straight. She may forget, be habitually
untidy and disorganised, feel tired and drained of energy, get sick a lot, or feel
vaguely unfufilled. She may have sought her job for its glamorous aspects, only to get
swamped by the details and drudgery. She may have been very unrealistic about
what the job was going to provide in terms of wages, attention or emotional
satisfaction. She may spend great deal of her time and energy 'rescuing' others:
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taking on extra work, listening to co-workers and getting behind in her work,
shielding a poorly performing co-worker because she feels sorry for her and so on.

Sometimes this is projected, in which case employees or co-workers can display any
or all of the range of Neptunian behaviours. If an individual who has Neptune in teh
sixth constantly ends up with coworkers who have all the artistic talent, or who are
'rescuers', who are overly sensitive, who can't focus on the important issues, who are
frequently late, or careless, or forgetful, or in poor health, it is definitely time to get
in touch with Neptune and to learn to express it personally and positively. Sometimes
an out-of-touch Neptune is associated with peculiar events such as floods, which is a
physical expression of Neptune and a signal that it is time to come to terms with this
aspect of human nature and to integrate it into the personality.

A person with Neptune in the sixth needs to challenge her beliefs about work,
coworkers, service to others, and possibly the need to straighten and correct
everything or everyone she encounters. She needs to check out her illusions
regarding all of these issues for she may have some unrealistic expectations which
lead to a great deal of dissatisfaction. Or she may be projecting Neptune and find it
turns up in her coworkers. This position carries the potential, however, for
integration of a polarity, for bringing two seemingly opposite sides of life into co-
operative harmony. If the Neptune side can come to value the reliability and
productivity of the sixth house, and if the sixth house side can learn to appreciate the
visions of Neptune, then both can unite to produce realistic dreams of practical
health care, or both.

(Haydn Paul)

The influence of Neptune in this natal house is concerned with the themes of work,
service and health; and there are several personal adjustments that are likely to be
required before you are able to experience the positive dimension of Neptune.

The nature of any aspects made to natal Neptune will be important indicators of how
your Neptune will feel in this position because this is the point of detriment and so
can be uncomfortable and struggling to express the planetary nature through you.

Work will be a challenging sphere, and it is probably essential for you to try and
discover a satisfying type of employment; otherwise, it can prove to be an area of
inner conflict, especially if the aspects are squares and oppositions. You may find that
you do not enjoy your work, that its repetitive nature irritates adn bores you, that
your potential is not realeased but only constantly repressed, and that it is only
continued because there seem to be few other options to take. Neptune will intensify
your natural sensitivity; and you will find that you are attuned to the atmosphere of
fellow-workers and the work environment, which may not enable you to enjoy work
any better because invariably in most employments people would prefer to be
elsewhere and there is a constant current of underlying tensions and pressures in the
air.

It may be that you fail to reap the rewards at work that you believe are due to you,
and because you have invested so much time and effort feel almost betrayed when
promotion is offered to 'young high flyers', leaving you feeling disgruntled and
wondering if it was all worth it. You may be vulnerable to being the 'fall guy' when
things go wrong at work, others blaming you for their inefficiency - the victim aspect
of Neptune. You may be made redundant, and struggle through a period of
unemployment with the stresses that it brings to finances and domestic life. Certainly
the sphere of work will be a key one in your experience, personally important to your
development, and one which is liable to have periodic disruptions caused by a
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blocked Neptune.

If Neptune has favourable aspects, then you are more likely to find suitable
employment, which offers reasonably interesting work and decent relationships with
co-workers. The types of work that can appeal and would fulfil this Neptune energy
include creative ones, and work which involves service and aid to others.

If your experience of work is unsatisfying, then Neptune will be confronting you with
the issue of change. How can you become free of an imprisoning situation? What type
of work do you really want to do? Are you capable of doing it? Do you need extra
study and qualifications? What are your essential family obligations? Can you take
steps to reach your dreams? What resources do you have that can be used? What
personal talents can be exploited? How can you earn a living in a more fulfilling way
that is beneficial to others too? You may need to consider such questions prior to
making changes in your life; there are always alternatives; yet we are often
conditioned to believe that there are none, and so persist in imprisoning ourselves
unnecessarily.

There is a more humanitarian, altruistic and service-orientated side to the Neptunian
work ethic of this house, and in several ways it helps to express that energy more
fully. This involves a devotion to community development, the healing of the
individual and society, and will appeal more to those touched by the New Age vision.
This can include a more karma yoga attitude, where the spiritual life is fully
integrated into the everyday world and all life experience is perceived as an ongoing
'‘Mystery School', all work being seen as an offering to the Divine and part of the
anchoring of the biblical Kingdom of God. Communities such as Findhorn embody
such an attitude.

The power of a spiritual vision on earth is indicated in Gandhi's expression of
Satyagraha, his philosophy of non-violence, the application of the power and force of
Truth, and the social changes that this can stimulate. Acting from a spiritual
perspective, work becomes transformed, and so possesses a deeper meaning and
importance to the individual.

It is possible that if you succeed in releasing the Neptune energy you may discover a
natural healing ability which can be offered as a means of service and livelihood.
Alternative therapies may fascinate; and the philosophy of the body as a living temple
of God will open up a new dimension of life for you to explore. You will become aware
of the influence of inner states on the health of the body, and will investigate the
psychosomatic effects of separitists and unintegrated attitudes, beliefs and emotions,
and attempt to develop a working concept of the whole-man therapy.

You could approach alternative healty concepts through personal illness, where they
offer a more satisfactory way to self-healing; and Neptune may take this route to lead
you towards a personal transformation. You may realise that suppressed emotions
are causing corresponding physical ailments, and that inner work can be therapeutic
in allowing a cathartic release to happen, so liberating blocked energies.

It is a delicate balance that needs to be established to gain the best out of Neptune in
the 6th house, because there are innate conflicting tendencies operating. Neptune
prefers to expand and move beyond barriers; and the Virgoan 6th house prefers to
define, impose boundaries and order. Connecting to a spiritual attitude and
transforming your own life and work in the context of social change could be the
ideal answer to aim towards.

(Howard Sasportas)
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There are some basic conflicts between the principles of Neptune (Pisces) and those
of the 6th house. Neptune yearns for wholeness, infinity and unboundedness, while
the 6th house (the natural domain of Virgo) divides everything into its component
parts, examines one thing at a time, and clarifies what something is by contrasting it
to something else. While Neptune keeps falling apart in order to be put back together
again in a new and better way, the 6th house likes everything labelled and neatly
stored in its proper place. Obviously, we can't always have it both ways, and one or
the other principle is going to have to bend. Sometimes the 6th house need for order
and efficient functioning will suppress the Neptunian urges to relax, let go and just
float freely. At other times, the dissolving effect of Neptune will undermine the
structure and organisation of everyday life and the body itself. Ultimately, the
challenge for those with Neptune in the 6th is how to function within defined limits
and boundaries and yet not lose sight of their connection to everything else around
them.

Neptune in the 6th indicates a sensitive and delicate nervous system, what some
writers call a weak etheric boundary or 'leaky aura'. As a result, those with this
placement are prone to invasion from outside forces or are more susceptible to germs
and illnesses in the atmosphere. They would be well advised to take up an exercise or
technique which strengthens the nervous system, and they should be cautious to
discover which foods do or don't agree with their system. They need to find that
balance between indiscriminate indulgence (no boundaries) and over-preciousness in
diet and life (too many boundaries). Usually they are sensitive to drugs and alcohol
and may need much smaller quantities to feel the effects.

Illnesses are often emotional in origin and difficult to diagnose clearly. In some cases
I have seen, they have been diagnosed incorrectly, given a wrong prescription, and
treated for something they didn't have. Some will benefit by seeking treatment from
the alternative or complementary medicines such as homoeopathy, naturopathy,
acupuncture, etc. - which approach prevention and cure on a more subtle level than
allopathic medicine in general.

Conversely, those with Neptune in the 6th may have healing abilities and sometimes
choose work which gives expression to these gifts. Some will be deeply aware of the
body as a vessel of the spirit. As with many other 6th house placements, illness can
be understood as a message that something in life is not right and needs adjusting.
The person's faith and attitudes will play a large part in the course of recovery.
Sometimes, the psychological or spiritual awakening and understanding which comes
as a result of illness will profoundly alter their whole slant on existence.

Natal Neptune in 7th House
(Marilyn Waram)

This is another of those 'loaded’' positions, because these (the seventh and eighth) are
the most likely houses from which to project planetary energies, and Neptune, a
transpersonal planet, is not easily welcomed into one's personal repertoire, thus
making it an excellent candidate for projection. The result is that Neptune in either
the seventh or the eighth house is most often not expressed personaly but must be
dealth with, at least initially, as if it comes from someone else. The usual and most
likely someone else is the spouse, that special person whom we promise to love for
better and for worse. The 'worse' definitely includes the special agony of projection
when we are married to some of our least comfortable traits.

On the positive side, Neptune in the seventh is another of the artistic combinations.
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This one may lean particularly toward graphic arts, but any revenue of artistic
expression is possible. It is especially positive if spouses can both be artistic, and
particularly if they can share this without letting competitiveness spoil it. However, it
is most important for the person with Neptune in the seventh to find an artistic outlet
for otherwise it is easy to project and expect the spouse to be wonderfully artistic and
creative, whether she wishes to be so or not.

Neptune in the seventh or eighth house is an excellent combination for couselling
potential. Neptune in the sevetn or eighth can be attuned to others on a deep
emotional level which may even be psyschic. There is an inherent talent for
psychological studies and for the ability to share innermost throught sand feelings.

It is often quite natural for a person with this placement to be at ease with emotional
intimacy, with closeness and with a feeling of connectedness. In many cases, Neptune
in the seventh or eighth expresses itself as a naturally strong valuation on close,
warm relationships, and the individual will feel motivated to create and sustain such
relationships. Again, if only one spouse wishes to pursue this, it is most important
that it be the one with Neptune in these houses. It is his need; it is up to him to fulfill
it. The partner will, howerver, need to acknowledge that this is a vitally important
part of the individual's life, and will need to share at least some part of it with him.

Another positive expression of Neptune in the seventh or eighth is when spouses
share a spiritual quest. They may read and study together, meditate together or
support each other in exploration of occult concepts or in deep inner seeking. At any
time, one may be more heavily involved, but the other is willing to give sincere
support and to share and perhaps to contribute to discoveries. This is one case where
a single spouse is not likely to be able to do it all. As one learns and grows and
changes, the dynamics of the relationship will change. The partner who is not
involved in the growth will be terribly threatened by this and usually seeks to stop
the changes, which means undermining or blocking the growth. This rarely works,
however, since most people, having once seen a richer way to live, cannot go back.
Unless both partners have some say in how the dynamics change, or both agree to
keep it the same, the relationship usually grinds to a halt.

Being so prone to projection, the negative possibilities for Neptune in the seventh or
eighth are legion. Most obvious is the expectation that one will have a perfect mate,
or a perfect marriage, or that one is perfect in the marriage. With Neptune in these
houses the individual tends to really buy into the Walt Disney stories of the pricess
and the handsome, rescuing prince, and the way they supposedly lived 'happily ever
after'. Neptune loves a good resuce(r). Neptune also loves a good fantasy. This can
simply work out as a very romantic streak, with a deep and abiding trust in the
partner, but it may develop into a full-fledged expectation that the mate will fulfil all
the individual's deepest needs, will provide unconditional love and support under all
circumstances, and will be charming and lovely at all times. This is not exaggerated.
One well-known psychologist has written about the shock and utter disappointment
he expereinced the first time he saw his new bride blow her nose.!

Such blind faith in the ability of the partner to be the embodiment of all that is
beautiful and delightful is an illusion. It is an invitation to frustration for both
partners. The one with the expectations, unwritten of course, will feel betrayed when
the mate starts to look distressingly human and capable of obnoxious behavior. The
mate will feel the burden of the partner's expectations and feels responsible for
letting down the partner. Yet this feels unfair because usually the behaviour which
has disappointed the partner so much was something minor. The strange truth is that
Neptunian partners are often amazingly noble and forgiving over the major incidents
which break up many marriages, yet are unable to tolerate day-to-day differences and
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disappointments with any degree of grace.

Some Neptunian partners manage to maintain the illusion of the perfect partner,
often in the face of an astounding amount of evidence to the contrary. They will
overlook ignorant behavior, make excuses for immaturity, protect a weak mate, and
generally do whatever is necessary to protect their image of their mate. This may be
motivated by a need to have a perfect mate, no matter what the cost, or it may be the
result of the Neptunian ability to see the best in others. Often both dynamics are at
work. The individual with Neptune in the seventh or eighth who is protecting such an
illusion will not give it up until ready to do so on her own. Usually the mate's
behavior has to clash violently with some other cherished value before the Neptunian
partner begins to see the problem.

It is worth mentioning that the Neptunian who faces the cracking pieces of this
illusion suffers a particularly terrible inner pain. It can be survived, if the Neptunian
can acknowledge that he built the illusion personally. Otherwise he is likely to feel
forever betrayed and become bitter, hopeless and miserable. If the illusion can be
seen as a personally constructed fib-to-the-self, the Neptunian can grieve for the lost
dream, can rage at the unfairness of it all and at his own foolishness, and can then let
go of it. After a time, peace will settle and the Neptunian can begin to get to know
the person he married and to reconstruct a relationship, this time based on honesty.

One constructive choice for the individual who simply cannot give up on the need for
a perfect partner, perfect devotion, perfect union and so on, is devotion to the
ultimate partner: God. This can be achieved through the ministry, priesthood or
sisterhood, or through missionary service. It is a choice which needs to be carefully
considered, however, for it is all too easy for Neptune to be overwhelmingly drawn to
such a life without consideration for the individual's more worldly needs. On the
other hand, some people find that with the devotion to a life of service, pressure is
taken off their need for a perfect mate and they can approach relationships with
more compassion and acceptance of the human condition. Then again, some simply
become more committed to otherworldly perfection and are less able to accept
human foibles and differences in needs.

With Neptune in the seventh or eigth, there are all sorts of possibilities for the victim
/ saviour game to be played. The Neptunian with a strong chart will usually try the
saviour role, which means a victim is required. This is a semiconscious procedure;
few people deliberately saddle themselves with a frustrating burden. The saviour
usually simply falls in love with someone who seems so deliciously vulnerable and
needy, someone who just needs a little propping up here and there in order to be
perfect. Only when the illusion begins to crack does the saviour see that the
struggling actress wrecks her chances for success with her addiction to drugs; that
the talented singer blwos his auditions by refusing to co-operate with managers; that
the inspired writer won't stick to deadlines; that the sweet, vulnerable creature who
is too gentle and loving to hurt anyone is a walking time bomb of repressed anger
just waiting to get into another accident; that the charming, childlike waif is
determined to remain helpless and actually manages to avoid a great deal of
unpleasant responsibility.

Eventually, under the burden of relationships with such victims, the potential saviour
often becomes a martyr. Many a sickly, bedridden spouse has outlived her caretaker
mate!

The Neptunian with a less strong chart will often choose the victim role. Again, the
choice is unconscious. Usually the chosen role looks romantic or spiritually
worthwhile to the Neptunian, who only wants to create a loving and perfect world.
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The pitfalls are not apparent ahead of time. THe choice which looks like one of
sweetness and Christian generosity of spirit may lead to dangerous repression of
personal neds and the resultant illnesses, lack of energy, or accidents. The repressed
energy is bottled up and the god or goddess is angered - the energy turs inward. The
choice which looks like one of loving sacrifice for a troubled partner may well lead to
an abusive relationship. The choice which looks like dedication to an ideal may well
turn out to be an evasion of worldly responsibilities which is motivated by fear.

The victim / saviour relationship is not always unhealthy. In counselling relationships,
it is to be hoped that the counsellor has enough training, experience and mental
stability to gradually empower the client to grow out of the victim role. In marriage,
this is extremely difficult to accomplish, although it can be done. It requires that at
least one partner be psychologically and spiritually very aware, very patient and very,
very strong. Each partner must be willing to take responsibility for his / her own
behaviour, attitudes and beleifs, be able and willing to grow and to interpret pain as
a measure of change which is needed, not a measure of the partner's failure. This
very difficult path can only succeed when the roles are alternated to some degree - in
other words, each partner takes a turn as saviour and a turn as victim, until both can
leave these roles behind.

In short, it is an extremely difficult path and it is not recommended. People who need
help usually benefit most from a helping relationship with a professional, or at least
with someone with whom they are not in love. The helper inevitably becomes the
target of the 'victim's' anger and frustration at some point, which is extremely
destructive in mate relationships. Few mates, especially Neptunian ones, can
understand why they get continually punished, verbally attacked and emotionally
blackmailed when all they offered was loving help. They expect loving gratitude but
generally end up with a rare fury directed at them, as the 'victims' lash out in fear
and agony at the people who are 'forcing' them to change.

When an individual has Neptune in the seventh or eighth houses, he will need to
become conscious of his illusions regarding marriage, his partner, his own role and
the satisfactions which are possible from a marriage. He will almost certainly tend to
expect too much, and may place unrealistic burdens upon his mate. He will need to
be alert for the appearance of saviour / victim games in his close relationships, games
which can lead to abuse and an unimaginable kind of hell. He will need to take
responsibility for his own spiritual and creative needs, and to take steps to express
them for himself, rather than wishing the mate would provide the experience. He will
also need to take responsibility for the strength and importance of his need to have a
mate who can share or at least value and honour his needs for spiritual growth,
artistic expression, psychological exploration or all of the above.

The individual with Neptune in the seventh or eighth house possesses a rare talent
for intimacy, perception and insight into others - including the ability to fathom their
pain, and the ability to inspire the partner to develop spiritually. With acceptance of
personal responsibility for emotional, artistic or spiritual fulfilment, all of these can
be shared with a mate to create a truly special relationship with rich rewards for both
partners.

(Stephanie Camilleri)

This position of Neptune inclined toward self-dramatisation. These people see
themselves as heroes of fiction, living through dramatic events. It is very hard for
them to see themselves clearly, to perceive what it is they mean to others. They
continually strive to be heroic and play their roles to the hilt but, until they have a
clear idea of what their roles should be, they often fail adn then suffer terribly from


http://web.archive.org/web/20050415035952/http://groups.msn.com/interpretations4/neptunein4th2.msnw

their own sense of failure.

The ordinary roles of child, student, mate, parent, and worker are dull to them.. They
seek to spice them up with other considerations and, as a result, can make their lives,
and the lives of their friends, families and co-workers, chaotic. They are frequently
attracted to those who inspire their romantic fantasies. They are never practical
about relationships, always prefering romance and excitement to practical concerns.

As they seek to play a heroic role in a partnership, they may find themselves giving
far more than they are getting. If Neptune is in a fixed sign, they may continue this
role to the finish. If it is in a cardinal or mutable sign, they will probably tire of it at
some point and seek a more balanced relationship. Their romantic cravings can get
them involved in some very peculiar emotional and / or sexual situations, from which
they may find it very hard to extricate themselves. They tend to think of themselves
as heroically independent, one who gives and doesn't need, but they desperately need
clear-sighted, inner-directed people to work with and for, to keep them in balance
and aimed at a goal, or else they lose momentum and lose sight of priorities.

They will throw themselves into projects, get tired when things don't work out and
just let them lie, then go back to them when their enthusiasm returns. This off-again
on-again approach means that their plans take a long time to develop (if ever they
do). They are inspirational to others and can be of use by cheering them on,
encouraging others to do right and develop themselves; but they themselves often set
a poor example by their fluctuating energies and enthusiasms. They can do very well
if tied in with an individual or group that is practical and down-to-earth and can keep
them moving forward. Their great contribution to any enterprise is their innate
optimism and ability to inspire others.

Natal Neptune in 8th House
(Marilyn Waram)

(See also Neptune in 7th House (1) for Marilyn Waram's combined interpretation of
Neptune in the 7th and 8th houses.)

Neptune in the eighth house is more deeply unconscious than Neptune in the
seventh. Again this is a water planet in a water house. With water comes the strong
possibility of strange behaviours designed to help the individual cope with needs so
uncomfortable they cannot be permitted to become conscious. In the eighth house,
planetary urges often have the feel of being 'taboo' in some way which is deeply
buried. That is, the individual feels the behaviour is forbidden, feels guilty for
considering it, and usually pushes it away from conscious awareness, yet when
quesitoned cannot say why. It is not that the answers, when unconvered, are really all
that dreadful, but that they feel dreadful to the individual, and therefore avoidance
and evasion seem to be the only safe ways to cope.

The individual with Neptune in the eighth house will need to carefully explore her
attitudes towards sexuality, shared money and shared possessions, and emotional
power. Carefully, because in the eighth house issues are nearly always buried in
layers, and many of the layers are 'red herrings', false hints designed to lead the
explorer away from tender areas. It may take professional help to dig into some of
the issues, because an objective outsider can often ask important questions which the
explorer's mind prefers to hide from. She may discover she expects too much from
eighth house issues, or that she gives too much away. She may avoid them due to
feeling overwhelmed, an indication that far too much value is placed there. She will
need to learn how to continually bring into consciousness her inner values in order to
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gain freedom from their domination.
(Haydn Paul)

The issue of sexual identity and activity is one which Neptune will confront you with
in this position; and this is probably related to that impulse to transcend separatist
boundaries of self and body that connects to the realm of the mystic and occultist
which is also highlighted here.

If Neptune has challenging planetary aspects, squares or oppositions, and perhaps
the conjunction to some degree, then there may be a fear of losing control in sexual
intimacy, a blockage prohibiting any abandonment of self to passion and physical
sexual activity. Because of an inner inhibition, there can be disappointments in this
form of adult sexual behaviour, where the social fascination and emphasis on sex
creates an expectation that is rarely fulfilled. Or there may be some confusion related
to your own sexual nature, a lack of confidence or experience, a lack of knowing and
understanding your own sexual preferences and choices, or of integrating that
powerful aspect of your nature into your self-image.

Many individuals keep their sexuality at arm's length, only allowing it to be present in
restrictedly allowable circumstances, and not openly acknowledging that dimension
of their being; this often occurs when heavy psychological conditioning has
influenced their earlier development, such as religious or moral teachings, or feelings
that 'sex is dirty and animal-like'. Neptune certainly does not make a definition of
sexual feelings and attractions easier to make; it is too fluid and changeable, capable
of a variety of different expressions and adaptations; and how one is with one partner
can be entirely different with another. Intimacy touches in different 'inner spots',
evoking quite varied reactions, often to the surprise of teh participants. Part of the
challenge facing anyone with this position is to begin to understand what it is they
really want from sexual relationships.

This can be further complicated by the activation of Neptunian imagination in themes
of sexuality, death, occult mysteies or mystic devotions that can add deep
undercurrents to sexual intimacy. A search for peak experiences and total intensity (if
they are allowed) can lead to a lack of contentment, as you believe that there are
always greater experiences waiting if only the right partner could be found. This can
create sexual promiscuity or the impulse to be sexually sacrificial and giving in an
unrestrained manner, which can also merge with the need to lose the self in an
ecstatic moment, and in so doing to forget the munane limitations of everyday life.

Human sexuality is a complex theme reflecting a variety of possible psychological
patterns; where Neptune is involved, it is virutally impossible to accurately predict
the particular way in which it will manifest itself; also patterns can be transformed
over time, shifting from one being dominant to another being so, depending on what
is evoked by any sexual partner. Desires of being possessed and absorbed in self-
abandonment may persist or the desire to possess and control another may be
dominant. That overshadowing by a 'greater force' and overlaying of a mystical
dimension may be the operative fascination, where sex is perceived in terms of a
mystical quest for union, as in the Tantric traditions, or in aspects of the Western
Grail and Arthurian Mysteries. Another extreme could be conscious renunciation of
sexual activity, as in celibacy or monastic attitudes, where personal sexual intimacy is
offered as a sacrifice to an ideal, given for the reward of purification and redemption
to be received as a transformation. Certainly a degree of understanding and
integration of Neptune in this house is essential for personal well-being and
psychological health.


http://web.archive.org/web/20050415035952/http://groups.msn.com/interpretations4/neptunein4th2.msnw

Occult interests are likely to be attractive to you; there is probably a powerful
psychic nature that you can access, and you may receive information from inner
guidance. You may be very psychically open, and this can cause certain problems of
absoption of energies and impressions from your environment, but these can be
flitered out by means of psychic protective actions. Loss of separative boundaries
may occur as the individual consciousness merges with the universal one, especially
if you are following a path of conscious development through meditation and occult
experimentation. At least, glimpses of something other than and beyond the material
world will become common, although you may have to be wary of occult glamours
and illusions leading you into a fool's paradise and inflated sense of ego.
Discrimination is vital in such inner enquiry, as is a sense of humour which is
deflating and a lack of pomposity and tendencies towards self-aggrandisement!

Death may exert a peculiar fascination, as can the more taboo areas of life; and there
can be self-destructive tendencies too, although these are often common in the
strange inner worlds of mystics and occultists as part of the impulse to transcend and
live intensely through the rush to experience 'as many lifetimes' worth of experience
into one life as possible'. The taboo attraction can be summed up as 'if anyone tells
me not to look at something, then I'll be first in the queue, and will not leave until I
have satiated my thirst for the forbidden'.

Money and legacies may also be reflected by this position of natal Neptune; and there
may be distortions, contentious issues, deceptions associated with this, or simply an
inability to become clear as to your own personal values regarding money and the
material level of existence. Greater clarity may be required; and care must be taken
to maintain good family relationships if inheritances become a disputed issue.

(Stephanie Camilleri)

These people are often good with money, capable of gaining it through gambling,
investing in the stock market, or luck or intuition, though they are usually better at
making it than keeping it, being inclined to lose it through neglect, ignorance, or
being taken advantage of, rather than through overspending. THey are inclined to be
very tight with money, and then lose it through peculiar circumstances. This position
can promise inheritance, but aspects must be very good for it to come through. The
money may be less than expected, or take so long to materialise that it isn't worth it
in the long run.

Early loss of a loved one or a brish with death can cause them to develop a sober
philosophy of life. Sometimes this Neptune position indicates an early death, or an
unusual death, or both; through, again, there must be other factors that reinforce this
for it to be a serious consideration. It is dangerous for these people to drink or take
drugs, as it could prove fatal.

The father often has a heavy influence on the life. Either he dies young or leaves the
home, or he may be an embarrassment in some way. Sometimes he is too much of a
hero, making it difficult to follow in his footstpes or, for those seeking a male partner,
to find someone who can live up to his standard.

There is generally a fascination with politics or religion. POlitics is not usually fruitful
unless other political aspects are very good. It is hard for them to muster sufficient
support to create a solid political base. If it is there for a while, it may fluctuate or
erode. There is a shyness, an inability to reveal the true self here that makes the self-
exposure of politics difficult.

Religion interests them, but they generally have their own personal philosophy and
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find it hard to join a grouop. Although they would like to do so for the social aspect,
doctrinal differences get in the way. There is a loneliness to this position. There is a
craving for community and family life, things that unfortunately often elude them.
There is an element of self-sacrifice here as well. They may give up money for love, or
love for money. Somewhere along the line, painful sacrifice will be required.

Dreams are real to them. They get important messages through dreams. They may
see ghosts, see things on the astral plane, or experience ESP in some way.

(Howard Sasportas)

If Neptune can't be at home in the 12th, his next faviourite house is that of his close
brother Pluto, the 8th. Neptune's main thrust is the loss of boundaries and
separateness: what better place to do this than in the house of sex, sharing and
intimacy. And as a means of alleviating Neptune's perennial divine homesickness, the
8th house's association with death does the job quite well.

Freud made us aware that many seemingly innocent things can be symbolic of our
sexual drive and interests. For instance, if you dream of smoking a cigar, is that
really a cigar you are thinking of? However, it is also the case that sex itself may be
symbolic. With Neptune in the 8th, sex, rather than just simply being enjoyed for its
own sake, is often the means to alleviate other very pressing psychological concerns.

For those with Neptune in this house, sex is s a way of mergine with other people,
and hence transcending the limits of the isolated self. Either through losing their own
boundaries or through engulfing those of another, they relieve much more than just a
physiological tension. Reminiscent of the rites of Dionysus, in the throes of physical
love, they satisfy the need to abandon and forget themselves. Sex is also a way of
loosening the reins of personal control and responsibility for the self. They are
captured and captivated by another; they are carried away by a force more powerful
than themselves. It is a form of worship and reverence, a kind of divine seduction,
which brings home to them that something exists which is even bigger and greater
than they are.

With Neptune in the 8th, physical intimacy is also a respite from loneliness; and
much of the promiscuity and indiscretion associated with this placement may stem
from this motive. Some may also feel that giving themselves sexually is a way of
serving, pleasaing or even healing others. It can also be a very convenient way of
escaping from problems in other areas of the life.

I have seen many cases of people with this placement who are confused about their
sexual identities. Neptune is so diffuse, so adaptable, so fluid and so shaped by its
container, that they have difficulty knowing exactly what it is they do want.
Conversely, problematical aspects to Neptune (from Saturn, for instance) also
suggest a fear of letting go - a tension between holding on to boundaries and losing
them. Some may even feel the need to transcend their libidinal desires altogether for
the sake of channelling these energies in other directions. For others, sex may seem
like a disappointment, and not quite as wonderful as it looks in the movies or what
they read in books or hear from friends about it. And still others may feel their way of
purification and redemption is through sacrificing a sexual relationship with someone
to whom they are strongly attracted. In some instances I have seen, they seemed to
always desire and fantasise about people they were not involved with, rather thant he
person with whom they were engaged in a relationship. Neptune is never that
content with what he already has. Besides, if we know a person too well, his or her
alien magnetism eventually wears thin.
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Many of the same processes apply to the exchange of values between people. Often
they hope to gain many material benefits from a partner, but ultimately what is
acquired is usually of a much less tangible nature. Strange complications and
deceptive circumstances can affect the whole area of the partner's money and joint
finances. At times they may be too influenced or even deceived by other people's
values, or envious about what others own which they don't. In the end, their greatest
satisfaction will come not from accruing other people's possessions but rather by
helping another person to develop his or her own values and resources.

It is advisable that they are as straightforward as possible in business dealings; and
care should be taken in the selection of business partners. Neptune often brings
confusion; and when signing contracts, the two parties should clarify exactly what
the agreement is. Economic losses and gains will have an important psychological
impact, and ultimately could impel them to find their security and salvation inwardly
in values other than the material. In any case, they are well-advised to seek advice
before making financial investments and in all issues concerning inheritance and
taxation.)

When Neptune is in any of the Water houses, the person is extremely sensitive to and
influenced by undercurrents and feelings in the atmosphere. Depending on the
aspects to Neptune, the experience of intangible and non-material forces can operate
constructively or destructively. In positive cases, the person will receive guidance
and inspiration as if out of nowhere or may be open to valuable instruction through
dreams. It is as if they tap into an invisble realm where expanded vision and
understanding becomes available just at the times when such broadened awareness
is most necessary. For this reason, they can also serve as sources of comfort and
inspiration for others who are experiencing crises. However, the psychic openness of
this position can manifest in less desirable ways. In a few instances, they may feel
'possessed' - as if they have been taken over by something powerful outside
themselves. Sometimes they may receive deceptive or misleading guidance from
some other dimension.

Natal Neptune in 9th House
(Marilyn Waram)

Neptune is the planet of ultimage emotional, unconscious values; and the ninth house
is one of the keys to our belief systems, and our partly conscious values. Both relate
to issues and ideas that we accept as extremely important, perhaps vitally so, in our
lives, often without awareness or exmaination. Sometimes even when we known what
is an ultimate value for ourselves, we don't see the implications of that value, the way
it affects our perceptions, judgements and decisions. Ultimate values can dominate
our lives without our ever questioning their veracity. This tendency is doubled when
Neptune is in the ninth house, which is associated with a strong tendency to jump to
conclusions and to assume that the conclusions are correct.

With both Neptune and the ninth house tendencies to need the right answer, there is
a strong possibility here of an enduring search for Truth. Both planet and house are
mutable, leading to restlessness. Both are considered expansive; they tend to enlarge
whatever they are associate with. In combination this means there might be no
accepted limits - everything can continue to expand (ninth house) into infinity
(Neptune). Both are connected to faith, and beliefs. Both are drawn to ever more
comprehensive and idealistic viewpoints. Both are drawn to and haunted by the need
for perfection, by their often fantastic expectations. Neither is noted for its common
sense, nor its ability to do anything by half-measures.
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Ninth house issues such as higher education, organised religion, philosophy, and a
lifelong search for bigger and better truth could all become ultimate values with
Neptune in this position. Often, with a chart otherwise leaning toward physical
energy, athletics will become a driving force in the individual's life. The important
point is that with Neptune in the ninth, the person will have a strong tendency to
greatly overemphasise whatever area or issues are valued. What is valued is strongly
valued, defended and expected to be right.

On the natural wheel, Pisces (Neptune) and Sagittarius (ninth house) are square each
other, indicating some fundamental differences which must be consciously worked
upon in order to integrate these disparate energies. Neptune in the ninth house
mixes a water planet with a fire house, a combination that is associated with a
particularly high degree of emotional intensity. The receptive, inward-drawing and
sensitive, overprotective nature of Neptune can definitely clash with the persuasive,
outward-reaching, spirited and adventurous nature of the ninth house.

Neptune operates on emotional and spiritual planes. The person who expresses
Neptune wants to follow his instincts, his psychic impulses, the dictates of his heart.
He feels what is best. The ninth house relates to these but often stays on intellectual,
rational-thought levels, at least on teh surface. A person who expresses the ninth
house may partially bury feelings so that he is free to follow the most logical idea;
and in the process he will come up with some convincting rationalisations. He will
also frequently react with self-righteous anger if it is pointed out that he has merely
found logical reasons for doing what he feels is right, but that the feeling came
before the logic.

The person who follows the dictates of the ninth house will often tell the truth
regardless of who gets hurt. The person who flows with Neptune will prefer to
protect others' feelings and may choose to lie out of kindheartedness, misdirected or
otherwise. The person who has Neptune in the ninth may be pulled in both directions
and will need to find either a middle ground to satisfy the need for truth and the need
for mercy, or a place for each. He will need to be alert to situations where he is
pulled between what he wants to do - feelings - and between what he ought or should
do - thoughts. The dictates of the head and the heart can both be questioned. Out of
the challenge may come some clear insights about the best course of action.

When a water / fire combination occurs, there is always the possibility that the Water
element will dampen or drown the fire. Water represents the unconscious, therefore
it also can represent the tendency toward repression. When it is fire that is
repressed, there his a build-up of emotional pressure. Unless the pressure is
released, sooner or later there will be an explosion. The person can feel shattered by
such an occurrence, which often seems 'out of character'. Yet when seen as the
release of energy which has been held in for months or years, the blow-up only makes
sense. To prevent such events, the individual needs to make all possible efforts to get
in touch with inner drives and needs which are being ignored or held in. Then those
needs are to be directed into some constructive outlet. Few drives in life are truly
'bad'; they usually only look that way because they seem to run counter to the
dictates of the dominant value system. Once a person becomes conscious of his
dominant values, he can choose when it is appropriate to act according to different
values; in other words, he will allow contradictory sides of his nature all to have room
for expression.

Whatever is put on a pedestal, it is likely, in the ninth house, to be overdone, to be
allowed to dominate the life; and many other issues will take second or third place.
This can be hard on jobs, relationships and other ambitions. With Neptune in the
ninth house, the individual will need to take a look at his illusions about the ability of



education, knowledge or the endless search to provide the ultimate satisfaction in
life.

There will be an important need to examine personal values, to see it too kmuch
unquestioning faith has unconsciously been placed in the creation of some sort of
perfect ethereal beauty, in service to others without regard to self, in psychic or
psychological insights, or in spiritual or mystical growth. There are also the negative
possibilities, that abiding and deep trust has been placed in evasion, denial, pretence,
confusion, drugs, alcohol or illness to protect the individual from whatever he does
not wish to deal with consciously.

Balance is an important lesson for someone who has Neptune in the ninth. The
temptation will nearly always be to go overboard on the latest exciting idea. The
challenge is to learn to act on those ideas where it is practical and possible without
dangerous disruption to other meaningful aspects of life. It is possible to chase one's
dreams without immediately resignining from the job that one has worked toward for
fifteen years, for example, or without selling all of one's possessions and giving the
proceeds to a wonderful new religious organisation.

Honesty is another important lesson for someone with this placement. Neptune is the
stuff of which dreams are made, and the ninth house is always looking for a better
idea, the bigger the better. Both are therefore very susceptible to wild tales and con
games. More to the point, both have strong tendencies toward self-delusion over the
importance and veracity of the most newly discopvered 'truth' or viewpoint.
Philosophies easily become religions, and challenging questions soon become sins,
yet even this process can be rationalised and, strangely enough, denied. If, however,
the person with Neptune in the ninth can exploit his Earth planets to keep in touch
with what is realistic, and his Air planets to keep some objectivity, he can become a
genuinely spiritual student, a dedicated and ardent seeker of teh truth, with ever
more important understandings that he can share with others.

With Neptune in the ninth, it is particularly important for the individual to examine
his personal beliefs, conscious and unconscious. He needs to clarify his expectations
about truth, philosophy and the meaning of life. He needs to confront his values and
his illusions, to be rigorously alert to righteous justification of ideas and to ensure
that he is honest in his musings. With humility, this individual can be the most
enthusiastic proponent of positive philosophies, an inspirational force with unflagging
energy and a person who always balances the need for truth with the need for
compassion.

(Haydn Paul)

In this position, Neptune is active on the level of mind, especially in the realms of
philosophy, religion, morals, ethics and spiritual teachings. Belief systems are
important to you, and you neeed to feel secure in the one that you have adopted as a
guideline in life; or alternatively, you are searching for one that you can believe holds
satusfying answers to those burning inner questions.

It is likely that you will feel a need to rely on some form of external teaching, and this
can draw you towards involvement with specific religious groups, or mystical cults
and guru-figures. As your mind is quite open and impressionable, and influenced by
the Neptunian imagination, your clarity regarding such groups may be distorted by a
desire to achieve redemptive salvation through association with a belief structure
that promises universal answers.

This can result in a negative form of surrender, where your fantasies, clouded



judgements and desires encourage you to submit to an external authority or
acquiesce in an imposed belief system, creating a situation where you feel absolved
of any need to think for yourself, as all the answers have been given to you. This is an
abrogation of real responsibility; and no genuine teacher should demand absolute
adherence to his or her teaching, or inveigh against any who disagree or choose to
leave the self-selected élite. The type of dangers involved in such a course include
spiritual inflation and self-delusions, guru imitation, and obsessive beliefs in being
'right' in your opinions and world view.

Neptune can lead you into such a philosophical minefield as a consquence of your
own confusion and lack of direction, and by the need for some type of spiritual search
for a higiher unifying knowledge. The underlying intent may be to confront you with a
collapse into disillusionment with that external search for answers, forcing you to
turn within and to discover that what you are really looking for is hidden within your
own nature.

The types of philosophy, religion or belief structure that will appeal most to you will
often include themes of sacrifice, redemption, purification, martyrdom and self-
transcendence: the themes of Neptune. You will need to express incisive
discrimination in walking this path, as you are liable to reflect these Neptunian
patterns quite unconsciously in your choices. Distinguishing the real from the false
can be extremely difficult, and unintegrated natural tendencies will attract you
towards the mysterious and glamorous; but as you should recognise, all that glitters
is not the alchemist's gold.

Spiritual aspirations wil be powerful, and you are likely to possess refined, mystically
orientated emotions aching to achieve a transcendent and embracing unitive state of
existence. Psychedelic drugs may appeal for similar reasons, as a means of opening
doors to alternative realities; but great care needs to be taken where Neptune is
involved; and mixing these with spiritual development techniques is unwise.
Meditation, contemplation, yoga and psychic unfoldment are likely routes which will
interest you, or those more intellectual occult systems like the Qabalah and the Seven
Rays, which offer considerable scope for mental fascination. Whilst you have a
tendency towards daydreaming and fantasies, such an inward turning can make you
more receptive to inner guidance and intuition; and in some instances this can
develop into you serving as a chhannel for inspirational teachings to be transmitted
to the world. Today, there are many of these, and a broad mixture of quality too,
reflecing the mediumistic and mediatorship nature of Neptun4e, with both high and
spiritual visions and lower astral and illusory ones being presented to an avid public.

Part of your own challenge will lie in unfolding your own path, relying on your own
insight and understanding to light the way, and in being able to clarify your own
direction and exploit that latent mind potential. Creativity through artistic expression
could be useful, especially the sort which attempts to reflect spiritual values and
vision into everyday life. The real spiritual path is never one of escapism from life,
even though you may feel tempted to do that through travel, through pilgrimages and
by surrendering to a high temporaral authority as a guru figure. Neptune in this
house can lead you towards the highest flights of consciousness, or restrict you
within self-chosen realms of delusion; it can be a narrow line separating the two, but
ensuring that your feet are firmly fixed on the ground is an important aim to
maintain.

(Stephanie Camilleri)

A ninth-house Neptune brings great dreams of glory in youth. These people may
dream of a career as a performer, politicial, Show Biz personality, or the like; but



other aspects are needed to make it happen. There is a great yearning to rise high, to
make an impression on their community, audience, or constituency; but rarely do
they succeed to the extent that they'd like. If they go into politics they tend to get
stuck on the losing side. There is more likelihood of success as a performer,
especially a singer. This position usually gives a good voice, both for speaking and for
singing.

Those that are withheld from action will feel great frustration; the inability to take a
brave stand or to do bold deeds can contribute to emotional problems and, if other
factors indicate, there can be drinking, suicide attempts, or violent outbursts of one
kind or another. With supportive aspects, they eventually learn to accept life's
disappointments, and become philosophical about their own limitations.

They like the wide-open spaces, the sun, the great out-of-doors. This is an excellent
position for anyone working in films or show business, for merchant mariners,
workers in the oil industry, salesmen, or others who have to travel long distances in
the course of business. They are inlined to fall in love with another country and to
desire to live there. If they can't live there, they will vacation there as often as
possible and, while at home, try to live in the style of the desired culture.

Natal Neptune in 10th House
(Marilyn Waram)

This connects the issues of father - or conditional love parent - and career with the
ultimate values. Both are going to be extremely important in the individual's life,
whether positively or negatively.

Positively, the person with Neptune in the tenth can be drawn into a deeply spiritual
or very creative career, or a career having something to do with counselling, or with
the sea, or with chemicals, gases, liquids and so on. She would be likely to be inclined
to dedicate a great deal of her time and energy to her chosen career because it would
provide such a tremendous sense of fulfilment, something she couldn't match in other
areas of life. For this person, the rest of her life would have to revolve around her
focation. As long as she is aware of her choice, and as long as she makes the effort to
cultivate some personal relationships and some outside interests, she will stay
balanced. She would tend to be happiest when working, and would not even consider
it 'work’, at least not in the sense of 'toil'. For her work would equal satisfaction of
the highest kind, yet there would be other satisfactions available to her.

It is possible, with Neptune in the tenth, to have a quiet sense of timelessness with
regard to one's career. That is, the individual may feel that she has a responsibility to
contribute something meaningful to the world, whether that is in terms of helping
others or of creativity. This will be important to her yet she will at the same time feel
that her contribution is just that, a contribution. She will have a sense tghat her work
is necessary, that it has a place in the grand scheme of things, yet she will not
harbour illusions about the special importance of her particular efforts. This
individual is most likely to keep her career in balance with the rest of the variety of
life experiences.

For many, Neptune in the tenth is expressed as an unconscious value placed on a life
career. A person living at this level will simply be a great deal happier when she has
a job, but she will also need to feel she is doing something to create improvements.
She will be ambitious, whether or not she is aware of it. She will have an eye open for
the possibility of promotion, for the tenth house relates not only to career but to
success as defined in worldly terms. That usually means she will have an unconscious



need to gain more and more, in position, status and salary. If this remains
unconscious, there is the possibility of career ambition and expectations taking over
her life.

This position holds the danger of illusions surrounding career and the satisfactions it
can provide. Neptune seeks the ultimatge satisfaction, the ultimate high, but the
tenth house focus is in a limited and limiting area. Few people can find a lifetime of
satisfaction in their career unless it is spiritual, educational or artistic / creative. The
problem is that with Neptune in the tenth, the individal unconsciously or half-
consciously expects the tenth house activities to provide this ultimate sense of
fulfilment. Heaven is a job. Somehow the job is going to make the individual perfectly
happy. This leads her to pour her energy into her job, as she happily assumes her
whole life will be rosy and flow smoothly as long as she does so. It is an assumption
she may never question.

Naturally her personal relationships suffer, yet she may simply turn more energy into
her career, as it seems to offer the happiness she seeks.

The negative extreme is the person who cannot find any satisfaction or enjoyment in
life or in any activity except those directly related to her job. Such a person lives for
her job, and expects it to provide for all her needs, physical, mental, emotional and
spiritual. She may expect the job itself to be perfect in terms of salary, employees,
working conditions or boss, and be miserable when it is not.

Sooner or later retirement looms, and the person with Neptune in the tenth may be
unprepared. She may tend to wish away the idea of eventual retirement, refusing to
deal with it realistically. Productivity, so important with Neptune in the tenth, has
become a 'god'. She cannot envision life without a job for her life has been
unbalanced for so long. As retirement advances upon her, she faces a choice:
rebalance or continue to feed the illusion. She may feed the illusion by switching
allegiance - volunteer work may beckon; at least this choice will keep her physically
healthy and happy. She may feed the illusion by simple refusal to rebalance, to foster
interests in other pursuits, yet be unable to replace one job with another. In this case
she is likely to live in misery, either wallowing in memories or retreating into illness
and opting out of any life but the one she has vested with such value.

Another negative expression is that of continual confusion and indecision regarding a
career. The individual may be unable to commit to any direction whatever. She wants
to do something big and important, something perfect, something more wonderfully
artistic or inspirational or of more help to humanity than anything anyone else has
ever come up with. Yet she often wants to accomplish this without any training or
effort. While she can't find the way to magically make it happen, she may be
unwilling to settle for the ordinary.

With Neptune, we tend to either dissolve the trappings of the world or to invest them
with imaginary importance. The tenth house relates to the use of worldly power.
Neptune in the tenth is a statement that the individual could tend to cloud this issue
in unconsciousness or fantasy. It is a statement of the need to get clear about the role
and use of power, on a personal level and on worldly levels.

Father would have provided an early example of some possible Neptunian behaviours
and attitudes. Positively, he could have been a person who was very spiritual, loving
and visionary. He could have had artistic or musical talent and been able to discipline
it and direct it, he could have been a caring, giving person who had a talent for
helping others in practical ways, or he might have been simply gentle and peaceful
and sweet-natured, yet able to make a satisfying life for himself. If he provided a



positive model of how to express Neptune in the tenth, he would have been able to
integrate his values and beliefs with the real world. The individual could think the
world of her father, and wish to be like him.

Negatively, she may have expected father to be perfect. If she still thinks he is / was,
she may have put him on a pedestal and cannot tolerate any inference that he is less
than wonderful. She may copy his attitudes and ideas without question because she
has to keep alive the illusion that he is / was everything she needed.

If father disappointed her, she may have felt bitterly hurt and disillusioned. She may
have come to terms with reality and forgiven him or she may have clung to her belief
that he should have been perfect.

Father may be a strange and perhaps mysterious figure. He may be very withdrawn,
either through inability to cope with the world or through a desire to simply be left to
his own inner workings. He may have gone missing altogether, and the individual is
left with only a fantasy figure, a father who exists only in his or her mind. The
temptation is then to build up this fantasy father, to see him as bigger and better
than anyone else. The individual may even have entertained notions about one day
being rescued by him.

Father could also have manifested all that is unhappiest about Neptune: alcoholism,
drug-addiction, chronic mental or physical illness, fatally weak character, or all of the
above.

The flowing nature of Neptune can actually benefit greatly from the discipline and
form offered by the tenth house. If the individual can accept these skills, Neptune's
gifts are more easily translated into forms the world can understand and appreciate.

With Neptune in the tenth, the individual will profit greatly if she consciously
examines her beliefs about the importance of her father in her life and about the
nature of the world and reality. She may have fairy-tale attitudes about these, or a
tendency to evade or avoid dealing with any of the issues. The same is true of career:
she may expect far too much or deny its importance. With acceptance of the benefits
of discipline, this individual could bring insight, compassion and inspiration into her
chosen career. She will be able to throughtfully direct Neptunian creativity into
productive areas, to accept and meet deadlines, and to channel Neptunian spirituality
into practical expression.

(Haydn Paul)

The themes which are indicated by this position include social status and influence,
careers and leadership. How Neptune will operate through you in terms of your
public or community life can vary, and may be reflected by the nature of planetary
aspects made to natal Neptune.

The more negative aspects include a lack of achievement, acknowledgement and
status. This can be due to an inability to clarify the direction that you should travel,
Neptunian confusion and indecisiveness, and teh work environment failing to satisfy
for some reason. Perhaps through a lack of defined ambition or persistence in
achieving aims, a lack of expressed talent or interest, your career life may be
frustrated. You may lack practicality or just be erratic and unreliable in application,
shifting with those fluctuating inner tides of Neptune and failing to be consistent at
work or even in your relationships with professional colleagues. Attempts at
manipulation or deciet may work against you, a transparent self-centredness may
restrict opportunities coming to you, or scandals and whiffs of impropriety may



circulate, tainting you by assocation or involvement.

Positive aspects can include a career of community service, where you become
respected and appreciated for your efforts and social contribution, and this is an
expression of a Neptunian social conscience seeking for that ideal utopian vision. You
may become devoted to a cause, some type of idealistic social movement, and
dedicate your time to its development. This can serve as a sacrifice to an inspiring
ideal, where you offer yourself to be a channel for that 'something greater' which lies
beyond the separate self. In this way, you may become a spokesperson for a visionary
perception; spiritual, ecological, humanistic and altruistic in content. For some this
occurs through embodying such concerns within artistic creations, artistic, musical,
or literary, and so communicating them to others as an inspirational channel. The
struggle may lie in finding the appropriate form which fits the message and the need
for right livelihood, and discovering this can involve you in a transformatory path of
its own.

Having social power and influence can be a challenging role to perform; and you may
need to understand the dynamics of such a position and the concepts of personal
empowerment to ensure that you do not abuse any influence that you may achieve.
Remember that Neptune's influence can lead to distorted perceptions, and always
keep that sword of discrimination ready to use.

This position can also indicate an inner resonance with the Mother figure, your own
or as an archetypal image. Associated with this are the typical Neptune themes of
sacrifice, victim and martyr; and it is possible that your mother had to relinquish
many of her own personal desires in order to raise her family. Many adults are
unconscious of the sacrifices and demands of parenthood until they become parents
themselves, then the realisations begin to dawn, and a greater understanding and
appreciation of their own parents is born. Some adjustment of this mother image and
ideal is probably needed, especially in order to realise your own nurturing and
protective instincts, and to harmonise your emotions more effectively. It can reflect a
need to give birth (mother) to a new self that can emerge from within you, a self that
is intimately connected with the well-being of a wider society and one which is
connected to the impulse of the Aquarian Age which is now emerging.

(Stephanie Camilleri)

This is the ultimate Neptune location for politicians and performers. It is also
excellent for ministers, counsellors, doctors, nurses, political scientists, philosophers,
artists, and entrepreneurs of all sorts. It gives great powers of charm and charisma,
though rarely as intense as they'd like - though, in certain cases, more than they can
handle. They usually have good instincts for what will sell. As performers and
politicians, they are usually very attractive and so tend to age gracefully, keeping
their powers strong and maintaining a hearty image until late in life. As writers or
artists, they generally leave behind a considerable body of work. As scientists, they
tackle immense ideas.

They like language and enjoy using it, sometimes getting very salty or slangy. Women
with this can be very sharp-tongued and pointed in their speech. These people don't
usually like to stay in one place for long. They are not stay-at-homes. Frequently, they
will have ties in two or more places quite a distance from each other, which
necessitates constant travelling back and forth. They usually enjoy boats and fishing
as a sport for relaxation.

Instinctive healers, they have a strong inner knowledge of what will help another to
health, happiness, and fulfilment. They are often willing to give a great deal of time



to causes or individuals they believe in.
(Howard Sasportas)

Neptune has many different faces in the 10th house of career and standing before the
public. One manifestation of Neptune here is in those who find themselves idealised
and worshipped by the public in general. In some way, they capture the collective
imagination or come to represent a movement or force sweeping through society.

Tenth house Neptunes may embody various other principles, anything from
representing what is beautiful, stylish and glamorous to that of the outcast and public
scandal. Besides politics and cinema, other Neptunian careers include social work,
art, fashion, photography, music, dance, religious work and healing.

However, foggy Neptune in the 10th can indicate vagueness or confusion about
which career to pursue. Some will be dissatisfied with the work if it is not felt as all-
absorbing and inspirational. A few I have seen have worked very hard and devotedly
in return for less recognition or remuneration than they deserved. One man with this
placement worked for a large company which did many shady and corrupt deals, and
yet he was the only one to be arrested and imprisoned for it. Some will feel that their
salvation depends on finding the right work or serving the needs of others. In certain
cases, they may be forced to give up their careers because of a greater influence over
which they have no control. Again, Neptune nudges us along the path of spiritual
growth and expansion in this way, as if we are redeemed and purfied by having to let
go and sacrifice what we are overly attached to.

If we take the 10th house to represent the mother, then she will probably carry the
Neptunian projection. She might have been seen as a martyr or victim, someone who
gave up her own identity for the same of raising the family. In some cases I observed,
the mother had artistic or creative potentials which were cut short for these reasons.
The child nay be guilty about feeling happy if the mother is so frustrated, unfulfilled
and miserable, or he / she could blame him- / herself for the mother's condition. Or
the mother may be so over-sensitive and delicate that the child ends up having to
mother the mother.

Natal Neptune in 12th House
(Marilyn Waram)

Neptune is associated with both Pisces and the twelfth house, which means when it is
positioned in the twelfth house it can be a double dose of either comfort or
dissatisfaction. Both house and planet are Water, so there is mudh here that goes on
below conscious awareness. It doesn't have to stay that way, but it certainly tends to,
unless deliberate work is done to bring unconscious values, beliefs and faith into
consciousness.

The most difficult part of this placement is that very lack of consciousness about itself
and how it operates. What works from unconscious levels has far more power - and
more frieedom - to affect us than those drives of which we are conscious. When we
know about particular tendencies, we can make allowances for them, work around
them, if we so choose.

For example, if an individual understands that she has a great deal of ambition in her
career, she can realise that perhaps her ambition tends to unbalance her lifestyle.
Perhaps her automatic tendency is to put job requirements before her husband's
needs. If she realises this, however, she is in a position to make well-thought-out



choices, rather than automatic ones. No longer will she simply assume that her
career always has to come first. She will see that sometimes her hsband may be more
important. It will depend on the circumstances - the important point is, because she
is aware of her tendencies, she isn't ruled by them. She is free to respond in different
ways, free to make conscious choices which will bring her results she wants and will
enjoy.

With Neptune in the twelfth house, it is often very difficult to take any notice at all
that ultimate, unquestioned values determine how we interpret the world around us
in addition to how we interpret our own behaviour and attitudes. The values are so
unquestioned as to be beyond challenge. The person with Neptune in the twelfth will
tend to have a great deal of difficulty just digesting the concept of how values affect
perceptions and therefore attitudes and behaviour. Her values simply are what they
are, and they tend to resist categorisation or definition. She is so surrounded and
absorbed by her values that she cannot properly separate herself or her experiences
from them. They become absolute in her life; and to challenge them is to challenge
her deepest needs.

This Neptunian's deepest need is to discover and live her spiritual heritage. She is
closer to it than any, yet less able to translate it into terms the world can understand.
This does not especially bother her, but any barrier to her goal can feel terribly
painful and unfair, although often she simply comes to view it as part of the unreal
world she thinks she can ignore.

With Neptune here the individual is less connected to the world than others, more in
tune with the world of spirit, of the healing, harmonising energy of absolute love
which flows through and around all of us, if we are but aware of it. She could well
have psychic abilities. She never fully embraces the world and its verion of reality
because she is aware, if only on a dim level, that the universe encompasses so much
more than our own minds can hanlde.

The danger is that the person will come fully to this insight before she has developed
some ego strength. With ego strength, she will honour herself as well as her vision,
and can relate positively to the vastness she sees. Without it, she will tend to be
overwhelmed and easily terrified. Then she will find Neptune's negative choices are
an irresistable temptation. She will think she has found a way out of the nameless
terror, and never see the trap yawning ahead of her.

With Neptune in the twelfth house, the individual will need to take a long look at her
tendency to idealise peace, universal love, sacrifice and service, art and music,
fantasy, and the spiritual path. She will tend to have many illusions about spiritual
development and the role it plays in life. She will expect it to be easy, yet she will be
willing to suffer rather than give up her dream. There will be a strong need to
overlook or deny any flaws in those issues she considers vital in her life.

the positive choices are for those who integrate the yearnings of Neptune into a
wholistic lifestyle, or for those few individuals whose whole chart points in a single
direction. Neptune in the twelfth is not a problem by itself, if there are no
contraindications or clashes. If nothing is repressed or ignored, if all part and drives
and needs are honoured and given some attention, all the gods and goddesses will be
content. The main problem with Neptune in the twelfth is the aforementioned lack of
awareness of what the ultimate values are and how they affect the quality of the
person's life.

When the person with Neptune in the twelfth has a deep, underlying faith that
everything is already perfect, it amazingly seems to be. This person has not ignored



or evaded awareness; rather she has seen through surface appearances to the
underlying meaning, to the consequences of whatever is going on at present. She
senses a flow to life, a purpose which is usually greater and more important than the
temporary setbacks which so upset the average person. She sees events in a different
light entirely. Where someone with less awareness might interpret the death of a
friend as untimely and unfair, the Neptunian might know on some deep inner level
that the friend needed to go on to other experiences in order to take his next step of
growth. The Neptunian would grieve for herself and her own sense of loss, but she
would feel that everything had occurred for a good reason. From her inner core of
steadfast faith would come strength enough to look past the surface for a larger,
more encompassing pattern to the flow of life.

This Neptunian can do what every Neptunian yearns to do; she can live in conscious
touch with both the world of physical reality and the world of spiritual reality. Each
enhances the other.

(Haydn Paul)

The 12th house is considered to be Neptune's own house, and so both the positive
and negative qualities are found in this natal position. The influence of the
unconscious mind is especially strong, and the effects of this type may be dependent
on the rest of the chart and the type of aspects made to Neptune.

For those who are relatively unintegrated individuals, or who lack an effective self-
development or spiritual path, Neptune can stimulate considerable unease from this
sphere. There are disquieting undercurrents, irrational fears, phobias, compulsions,
and obsessions which cn arise. Imagination is extremely active, and the feeling-
emotional nature is highly stimulated and prone to impressionable influences and
changes of moods. Memories of the past can still carry blocked energies or contain
‘unfinished business' that affects the present; a generally negative, insecure and
unstable outlook on life may dominate. Confusion and vagueness may afflict decision-
making; and passivity and feelings of lack of control restrict any full experience of
life.

More positive integration of Neptune into the psyche, which is aided by favourable
aspects, displays the positive dimension of this sphere, where forms of channelling of
hidden wisdom and insight may be achieved. Psychic sensitivity can destroy a life just
as it can enrich it; much depends on the individual reaction to its influence, and the
degree to whicih balance and intengration can be made. Intuitive accessing of inner
stores of knowledge is becoming more popular again, and can often be highly
inspirational, although great care must be made in opening inner channels because
the energy and experiences that can be unleashed are extremely powerful and
transformative, and many become victims of their own repressed unconscious mind
which, like a dam bursting, floods the separate personality, dissolving protective
barriers.

There are likely to be distinct mystical and religous attractions through this position
of Neptune, possibly a monastic type of impulse, where the idea of retreat from the
world or relative seclusion is most appealing. Periodic withdrawal can be beneficial,
especially when it is done as a form of inner cleansing and designed to re-empower
the self. Compassion will be a motivating tendency; and some with this position
become dedicated to a life of service and care for those who are disadvantaged in
life, those who are ill or are social rejects. Some type of service to the world is
probably the most effective way to release this energy and cleanse any unconscious
patterns which otherwise may affect the conscious life; selfless service can be highly
purifying, offering meaning and purpose in life; and for someone witht his natal



position of Neptune it may prove to be the best direction. Certainly learning to accept
life with its good and bad, its light and darkness, and coming to terms with inner
conflicts and disillusionment in the world are crucial steps to take because these help
to restore balance and clearer perception. Remaining in anguish because the world
fails to match your expectations is a waste of time and energy, and is a futile task.
Discovering how to use your gifts to help the world to move towards your vision could
be your most worthwhile contribution.

(Stephanie Camilleri)

THese people are generally shy and reserved and don't seek the limelight, though
they are poised and graceful when they must step forward in order to accomplish
goals. Tender and understnading of human sorrow and frailty, they have a deep
desire to help. With difficult aspects, their childhood home may have been unstable in
some way, although there may have been a lot of love.

This is an excellent position for an artist, songwriter, playwright, or anyone who lives
by capturing the needs and trends of their time. It gives a good sense of rhythm and
timing.

Generally, twelfth-house Neptune gives charisma with an appearance of pride and a
head held high. These people tend to be naturally modest, but keenly feel their own
worth, and as such, feel superior to the common herd. However, they remain deeply
vulnerable to loneliness and are sometimes hard put to find a way out of it, as they
cannot be content wth just anyone as a companion. Though they are generally warm
and loving, they may hide it behind a cool, reserved exterior, or tough guy pose.

They are not inclined to be go-getters unless other aspects promise it. They are more
likely to let others come to them, which they generally do, though it may take time.
They are inclined to have but one relationship at a time, and are not into playing the
field, even in youth. This position is a partial testimony to homosexuality, if only for
the need for one strong relationship, and the tendency to accept what comes rather
than to seek it out.

Usually, they are deeply religious, with a philosophy based on humanistic values.
They are inclined to be somewhat passive and fatalistic. Often, there is an awareness
of other levels of life, of life after death, or an ability to see beyond the veil. Also,
there is an ability to see life in greater perspective than most, the grand panoply in
which each has a part to play.

(Howard Sasportas)

Neptune is strong in its own house, where the very best or the very worst qualities of
this planet may manifest. Those with this placement will be highly sensitive to
undercurrents, movements and unseen forces in the atmosphere. Sometimes they are
more aware of these levels than what is actually happening on the surface level of
life. At times, their uncanny vision can be confusing: they see or are told one thing
and yet feel or sense something quite different occurring.

Some may be victimised by their own unconscious - that is, periodically swamped or
overwhelmed by emotions and feelings which others have n easier time keeping at
bay. A few people I know with this placement have reported experiences in which
they felt their ego-boundaries dissolving and their ordinary 'lensing' of life go out of
focus. For some, this was welcomed as a mystical or peak experience; but for others
the experience was accompanied by disarming and frightening sensations of chaos
and invasion.



If Neptune is not too adversely aspected, the unconscious mind can serve as a source
of guidance and inspiration, allowing access to the 'inner, wise person'. There is an
openness to the archaic memory of earlier forms of evolution and they can draw on
this reserve of stored information with startling effect - as if they have wisdom and
insight into experiences of which they have had no first-hand knowledge. There may
be an interest in the philosophy of karma and reincarnation and possibly the belief
that they are in touch with some of their previous lives. Understood properly, this
could help them in more meaningfully meeting the present life. However, for some
with this placement, dwelling on past lives could be a way of avoiding facing what is
in front of them right now. Fantasising about when they were Cleopatra or Joan of
Arc might also add a bit of glamour to an otherwise dull existence, but it remains to
be seen to what constructive use they put such beliefs.

Neptune in the 12th can denote very strong escapist tendencies: daydreams or
fantasies can swallow them whole, and they might retreat from life by creating their
own little worlds in which to live. For most people with this placement, times of
seclusion and withdrawl will be necessary in order to re-centre and cleanse
themselves of the 'psychic smog' which has been absorbed and accumulated from
interaction with others.

One extreme of Neptune in teh 12th may be those who feel that they have no control
whatsoever over what happens to them (what some psychologists call an 'external
locus of control'). While Neptune asks that we acknowledge a greater authority than
ourselves, a total denial of personal power and responsibility is not a healthy
situation, and is best kept in check wherever this planet is placed. Studies have
linked depression and various other forms of psychopathology with pwople who feel
that they have lost the influence to direct their lives.

Similar to Venus in the 12th, those with Neptune here suffer because the world
doesn't always live up to their expectations of what it could be. While they are hurt by
the lack of beauty in the world, it is also possible that their sensitivity to beauty can
be a means of their own self-healing. Beauty has a regenerative effect on the psyche.
If they can make time in their lives to dwell on a sunset, linger by the sea on a night
when the stars are visible, meditate in a chapel while the light shines through a
stained glass window, or go to a gallery to view their favourite painting, they can
often revitalise their own world-weary psyches. As Piero Ferruci writes in 'What we
may be', in those moments a victory occurs 'over discouragement, a positive
affirmation against resigning ourselves to the process of crystallisation and death'. In
other words, those people with Neptune in the 12th do have a choice: whether to see
beauty or not.

Beauty also has a self-transcending and revelatory power - opening Neptune in the
12th to new worlds and possibilities which others may not be able to glimpse. Taking
responsibility to look for beauty in life will not miraculously erase all their problems,
but it can lighten their load and balance out a tendency to err on the side of
dissatisfaction.

(Howard Sasportas) (contd.)

Performing service is another way of freeing the self from pain and unhappiness, and
giving meaning to life. Again, some common sense is required: some with this
placement may throw themselves totally into other people's lives as a way of avoiding
their own. Nonetheless, Neptune in the 12th could do very effective work within
hospitals or institutions. Others may be found employed in museums, libraries and art
galleries which protect and preserve the wisdom, beauty and riches of past and



present.

Those with Neptune in the 12th might meditate on Jung's idea that certain problems
in life can 'never be solved, but only outgrown'. Some new interest or vision arises;
and through this widening of view the insoluble problem loses its urgency. One one
level we are caught in a storm; but viewing it from a different level shifts our
perspective - like being on a mountain-top viewing the storm in the valley. The
thunderstorm is still there and still has relevance, but we are now above it. Those
with Neptune in the 12th will have to learn to accept the good with the bad, the
perfect with the imperfect, and the beautiful with the ugly. It helps if they can
remember and reflect on what is known as Wittgenstein's dictum: 'The solution to the
problem of life is seen in the vanishing of the problem'.

(Liz Greene)

In the 12th house, Neptune comes home. In the waters of its own templum, we may
observe it uncontaminated by the outer world and the things and people in it. The
12th house, like the 6th and the 8th, has had a hard press. It is also, like Neptune,
difficult to define. Traditionally known as the house of imprisonment, confinement
and self-undoing, it is a source of anxiety to astrtological students who discover natal
planets placed there and, having availed themselves of older textbooks, draw dire
conclusions.

Because the 12th describes the individual's personal experience of the source, it is
concerned with inheritance. But it is not parental inheritance as described by the 4th
and 10th. Our 12th house legacy takes us much further back, into the realm of what
the Chinese call teh ancestors. Here lie our deepest roots, in terms of race, religion,
national origins, and the culture out of which the family line has sprung. Even if we
repudiate shis longer past, and identify only with the present and the life we have
carved for ourselves in the world, the 12th house is always there to remind us that
we are the inheritors of images, myths, traditions, feelings, and dreams which belong
not only to our parents but to our grandparents, great-grandparents, and the 'stock’
from which we have sprung. From the 12th, the ghosts of the distant past come back
to haunt us - the family 'skeletons in the closet’, the forgotten religious orthodoxy of a
great-grandfather, the long-suppressed story of the great-aunt's suicide and the
great-great-grandmother's 'second sight', the poverty of the immigrant, and the
religious persecution of two hundred years before. The daimons of forgotten places
inhabit the 12th as well - the country left behind long ago, the folk tunes, the
ancestral totems of the tribe. And further back even than this lie the primordial
myths of human origins and human development. To all this, planets placed in the
natal 12th house are attuned. It is not surprising that, uneducated as we are about
the reality and power of the unconscious collective psyche, the 12th house gives us so
much trouble.

Neptune in the 12th is a transmitter of the richness, darkness, and light of that which
came before us. The 12th is the house of pre-birth, and therefore also describes the
period of the mother's pregnancy, when we were contained within the uterine waters.
As a medium for the archetypal themes of the ancestral collective, Neptune in the
12th is particularly attuned to feelings and images oif suffering and redemption.
Religious issues which beliong to the family inheritance are likely to prove
particularly powerful, and it is important for the individual to learn something about
his or her spiritual heritage; if these themes are dominant in the family psyche, they
will not leave the individual with Neptune in the 12th alone. If unconscious, Neptune
in the 12th wmay prove compulsive and overwhelming, threatening to engulf the ego
with the power of its yearning, which is really the power of many long-dead
individuals each contributing his or her own longing to an ever-increasing psychic



imperative. The power of the imagination, and the capacity to express images in
creative form, may also be an urgent theme of the family inheritance; and artistic
vehicles may need to be found for fantasies which are older and larger than those of
the individual. It is not surprising that this house is called the house of self-undoing;
if we are unconscious of this vast ancestral longing to go home, we may ensure that
we are dragged home in spite of ourselves.

Ebertine mentions 'mysticism, réverie and artistic pursuit... the inner or psychic life
is open to external influence... a craving for drugs and narcotics. An inclination
toward retreat, réverie and mysticism is what we might expect when the individual
experiences the primal onging unadulterated by any surrogate. The gift of receptivity
to such powerful redemptive images is also the gift of the artist. Commitment to a
religious or spiritual path may offer consolation to Neptune's melancholy and world-
weariness, and may provide a means of redeeming not only one's own loneliness but
the victims of the past. Neptune in the 12th may shoulder the burden of redeeming
family sin and unhappiness, and is particularly prone to identification with the
suffering saviour. For this reason, the individual with Neptune in the 12th, if
conscious and unformed, may become the scapegoat or vessel for family conflicts
which go back over many generations. Certain forms of mental and physical
disintegration, which embody an acrued family background of misery and difficulty,
may be connected to Neptune int he 12th if the individual cannot contain his or her
inner experiences. It is in this context that we may link drug addiction to this
placemente of the planet.

The collective unconscious, with its endless fertile stream of archetypal dreams and
fantasies, may also become the symbol of redemption for Neptune in the 12th. One
may become addicted to the creative powers of the psyche, retreating from
relationships with the outer world in order to partke of the universal waters of the
source. The individual may see himself or herself as a Christ-figure, come to save the
suffering world. This is not the ideology of the 11th, with its vision of a perfect
society, but rather, absolute emotional identification with life's victims. Because
politics can sometimes provide an arena through which religious feeling may be
expressed, Neptune in the 12th may contribute to a political philosophy which
champions the underdog, because the family inheritance has unconsciously
compelled the individual to redeem a hidden past.

The line between Neptune in the 12th as visionary, artist, and healer, and Neptune in
the 12th as addict, invalid or psychotic, is very fluid. Neptune placed in this house
teaches us a good deal about our extremely limited and sometimes downright stupid
definitions of sanity. The mystical or 'oceanic' peak experience is not uncommon with
Neptune in the 12th, and it can be redemptive and life-enhancing. Yet the individual
may also be so overwhelmed that he or she idenitfies utterly with being God's
mouthpiece. This may, in certain contexts, be appropriate; Neptune in the 12th is
more likely than most to recognise the essential divinity in the whole of life. It is only
when primary narcissism dominates the stage, and no-one else is granted the same
status, that we may begin to worry. Neptune's apparent madeness may be eminently
sane, although attuned to the inner rather than the outer world. But there are some
indivduals with Neptune in the 12th, particularly if it forms stressful aspects with
important personal planets, who are unable to maintain their boundaries against the
flooding of the collective psyche. They may act out the traditional meaning of the
12th house, and spend their lives permanently or intermittently confined.

The individual with Neptune in the 12th may not consider himself or herself in need
of help, and may in fact not need it at all, unless he or she is as danger to others, or is
the victum of compulsions beyond personal control. Neptune's eternal enemy is also
Neptune's eternal friend; and a little Saturnian realism can go a long way in assisting



a 12th house Neptune floundering in deep waters - although too much Saturn may
provoke the very flood the individual is seeking to avoid. Perhaps equally important is
the function of Mercury, the natural ruler of the 6th house. It was Jung's belief that,
when working with those inundated by archetypal images and compulsions, an
understanding of the symbolic nature of the material could prove remarkably healing
in assisting the individual to navigate the currents. Even if a breakdown occurs, the
person's capacity to use the experience constructively may depend in part on
comprehending what happened in clear psychological terms. Understanding is
especially important for those with Neptune in the 12th and a chart in which Air or
Earth is emphasised, because, as the fairy tale of Rumplestiltskin tells us, knowing
the name of something demystifies it and renders it approachable. Mercury, in his
mythic role as guide of souls, can offer a system of support for Neptune in the 12th
which, although intellectual in nature, provides a very useful form of ark.

The challenge lies in containing and working with Neptune's strength in its own
house in ways which allow life to proceed rather than disintegrate. Definitions of
normality and sanity need to be carefully questioned in relation to this most receptive
and imaginative of Neptune's house placements. Sometimes periods of withdrawal, or
even a kind of dissolution, may necessarily alternate with periods of active
involvement witht he outer world. Only the individual can decide what balance
inapporpriate. But Neptune in the 12th, because it reflects an ancestral inheritance
much greater than the individual, will not tolerate suppression. The Neptunian
longing for redemption and return to the source of life has probably been suppressed
or denied for many generations; and, as Harry Truman once said, for the person with
Neptune in the 12th, 'the buck stops here'.

(Robert Pelletier)

Although you are sensitive to the social conditions around you, you feel powerless to
make a contribution to alleviating them. You know that a serious need exists, but you
may subconsciously reject the idea that you can do anything about it. The fact that
social conditions bother you should tell you that you can help. Your compassion for
human suffering should alert you to find a way to help relieve it. Your early parental
conditioning made you aware that you shouilld become more self-reliant; but first you
must establish your own foundation and be secure in your own being. Instead of
moaning about the problems, admit that you might be able to find a solution, and
then apply yourself to the task. By serving the needs of those around you, you will
come to see that you are indeed useful and important to those you serve. It is easy to
have excellent intentions, but you may lack the courage to carry them out.

In your career, you often accept responsibilities that others reject. You want to make
a good impression on your superiors and thereby get the opportunity to prove that
you can handle even greater burdens. You are deeply aware of the enormous
responsibility of a career in serving the public, and you want to live up to thier
expectations. To better accomplish this objective, you should adopt a plan that will
allow you to derive the benefits you deserve while making a valuable contribution to
society.

Your first priority should be to get the very best education and training you can
afford. This will lessen the danger of being intimidated by others who are well-
qualified. With self-discipline, you can gain the credentials you need to advance in
your career. Try not to indulge in non-productive activity, for you tend to wander
about aimlessly, with little to show for the time. If you pass up formal training, you
might have to be content with an unfulfilling life because you contributed so little to
it. With training, however, your skills will gain teh attention of the public, and you
will be recognised for your accomplishments.



Consider a career that deals with people's problems, such as medicine, social
services, institutional work or spiritual enterprises. The field you choose should
involve relieving peiople's suffering or improving the conditions that restrict their
development. You can stimulate people to seek a more productive life with more
highs than lows. You may have to make sacrifices while developing your creative
potentials, but your love for those close to you may motivate you to endure these
temporary limitations.

Occasionally you feel sorry for yourself, believing that your efforts are futile; but if
just one person appreciates your efforts, your optimism returns, and you realise that
you are necessary to the world. Your low-key manner may obscure the high quality of
your effort. Though you may find it necessary to serve others first, be assured that in
doing so you also serve your own needs. By involving yourself in other people's
problems, you will find yourself. Don't allow others to persecute you with their
demands, for when this happens, your physical health will signal that you've
exceeded your limits.

(Bill Herbst)

Imagination: Your fantasies involve pure surrender, giving up ego identity to
become one with larger universes within and beyond the ordinary self. When you
dream - waking or sleeping - you dissolve into a realm where control and will have no
meaning. Your fantasies run the gamut, from visions of the Second Coming to
winning the state lottery. The pitfalls are reminiscent of Venus, but subtler. You
might 'overeat' on religion, stuffing yourself full of 'junk-food spirituality'. Also,
'visualisation' is no substitute for hard work. If you want something, work with the
Earth, not against it. The challenge is to allow dreams to inspire you, so that ordinary
events acquire the radiant aura of divine presence.

Unfocused intuition: Everything you see, hear, taste, touch, and smell has an
intuitive dimension. In fact, all your sensory receptors work at multiple levels. They
pick up both tangible and ethereal levels simultaneously. So the most basic ways you
experience anything blend the actual and the magical. This gives you the advantage
of being able to work constantly with your intuition, since it is woven into your
natural vision of life. It also saddles you with the burden of having no essential
distinctions surrounding intuition. You may not even realise it's happening, since it's
ubiquitous. You tend not to receive specific information, but instead to absorb
fundamental meanings. The challenge is to see the signature of higher meaning in
everything you experience, to bask in the magic of life.

Withdrawal or isolation: Your withdrawals are more psychic than physical. You
need not be alone to vanish; you simply leave your body and float out into the
cosmios. Paradoxically, it is ordinary life that feels isolated. When you withdraw, you
merge with everything beyond the self, so that even in invisibility you are one with
the universe. The pitfall is that you may prefer withdrtawal to real life. You could
become a full-time escapist, whisking yourself away from the demands of living into a
formless realm of non-being: more pleasant, no doubt, but illusory at best.

Selfless giving: Selfless giving is a lifestyle rather than an event. Your gifts tend to
be spiritual rather than physical, intangible rather than concrete. They may also be
romantic or idealistic in tone. When you transcend the ego, your sense of personal
boundaries evaporates. This can be frightening if you believe your essence is
dissolving. Or you could achieve reunion with everything, grass and sky and earth.
The pitfall is giving without really offering anything, being open-hearted but



ineffective, well-intentioned but naive. The challenge is to make your gifts tangible
enough that the spiritual bounty can be shared.

'Past lives': In past lives, you explored the boundaries between what's real and
what's not. You were a magician performing sleight of hand or a yogi stopping his
heartbeat, a minister promoting salvation or a charlatan selling snake oil, a true
mystic reaching for divine union or a deluded schizophrenic locked in an insane
asylum. Your relationships were characterised by compassion and sincere giving, or
delusion and heartbreak. One thing is common: things were never quite what they
seemed. Now it's time to move out of the shadows and into the light. Every time you
lean backward into your karmic past, life dissolves into confusion. Accept life's
dreamlike quality without succumbing to it, knowing that there is reality behind
every illusion, and illusion behind every reality.

NEPTUNE BY ASPECT

Natal Neptune sextile Pluto

(Note: this is the only aspect between Neptune and Pluto affecting any of our time; it
came into being, within a five-degree orb of accuracy, in January 1942, and will fall
outside a five degree orb for the last time in March 2039.)

(Haydn Paul)

During the past century, there has been only one aspect made between Neptune and
Pluto, and it is interesting to note that the sextile commenced in the midst of World
War II during 1942. The influence of this relationship would be expected to have
global and generational effects; and, like all of the transpersonal planetary energies,
would be a directive force stimulating the development of the evolutionary process
within time and space.

Neptune will attract an almost mystical exploratory search from those responsive to
it; and since the sextile commenced science has reacted in two distinct and
complementary directions: effort has been poured into developing spave travel and
satellite technology, exploring the vast outer universe through radio-telescopes, for
example; while the complementary exploration of inner space - investigating and
probing the building blocks of matter - and quantum physics has emerged at the
forefront of scientific enquiry.

The attempts to understand the nature of the universe, its composition and size, the
possible creation of the universe and the 'big bang theory' reflect the traditional
Western way of looking externally. What has paralleled this tendency has been the
birth of an opposite movement amongst people, that of self-exploration, the inner
mystical way. This has been through the New Age movement, humanistic / Jungian
psychology, occult techniques, and the rebirth of magical attitudes towards life. It
has also involved the grafting onto the Western tree of many of the attitudes and
much of the knowledge of Eastern philosophies and religions; a merging of the two
hemispheres; a potential unification of belief structures reflecting the scientific
movement towards a more mystically orientated quantum physics.

As the outer universe becomes vaster, and the inner universe becomes a mysterious
vastness of space, the only point in which the outer and the inner become reconciled
is in the human being. At a time when the immense destructive power of splitting the
atom can be used to commit racial suicide or genocide, the old Mystery School



injunction of the ancients is the key to the future: 'Man, know thyself'.

The generations born after this aspect commenced, or those especially receptive to
its influence, are aware of the basic tendencies emanating from it. They are life-
enhancing: the need to protect the world's environment from senseless devastation;
the need to extend individual rights and freedoms, to unfold international co-
operation and to move beyond an embracing consumer materialist dominance in the
West. The recognition that potentially a higher quality of life can be had in the world
for the majority of people through a redirection of resources (if the will is there) can
lead to radical change.

The energies of transformation are present, and much depends upon our use of them,
individually and collectively, for negative or positive results. The challenge of 'free
will' is to make choices and decisions which determine, in the present, the nature of
the future.

(Robert Pelletier)

The influence began in 1942, when Neptune was in Libra and Pluto was in Leo. The
signs they occupy have changed, causing some differences in their effects.

The influences of these planets are global in effect and represent the evolutionary
process by which man continually strives to achieve ultimate perfection. They
indicate man's reaching out toward other dimensions of experience while trying to
maintain order in the real world to which he is materially bound. People are
becoming more aware of the probability that other worlds exist, and all our scientific
skills will be used in attempts to reach them. A similar assault is being made in the
quest to explore the vast inner world of man. Neptune represents that world, while
Pluto refes to the outer reaches of infinite space.

Both worlds are truly infinite, and although man is pursuing similar goals in each
direction, this author believes that neither quest excludes the other. It is suggested
that the same goals will ultimately be reached regardless of which direction is taken.
One either reaches out in the natural world in search of answers or seeks those
answers in the inner depths of his own spiritual being. Man's familiarity with the
physical wprld makes it the most plausible and safe area in which to seek tangible
answers to the question of why he exists at all. While he struggles in this search,
there is an equally courageous struggle to find answers through the occult. The
increased investigation of extrasensory perception, alpha states of consciousness,
psychokinesis, telepathy, and other such phenomena indicate that man senses that
the answers may not lie outside him, but within him. There is no conflict between the
two searches; in fact, they may well sustain and help to control each other.

Although enormous benefits will be realized, there will still be many problems and
difficulties for the world and its inhabitants befoew those benefits come about.

1942 to 1956, Neptune in Libra sextile Pluto in Leo:

Those born during this time eventually recognize that understanding and compromise
are not enough, and that scientific progress must be depended upon to maintain
peace. Even as hostilities ended, new leaders emerged who would continue to
threaten the peace.

You will always be suspicious of your leaders. You want them to establish the kind of
government that will truly serve the public and in which you can have complete
confidence. Your continuing suspicions will serve to produce greater honesty in



government, but with Neptune in Libra it will be difficult to really know if honesty
has been achieved.

1957-1970: Neptune in Scorpio sextile Pluto in Virgo:

You have learned to resent the fact that organized religions could dictate people's
beliefs or that marriage was ever necessary if two people loved each other. In
maturity, you resented the power accumulated by the industrial giants and took issue
with how the universities and colleges were being run. You are among those who feel
that the world is becoming too materialistic, that society lacks any feeling for the
individual and his or her personal dreams.

You feel the need to serve society. You deplore the quality of life that is available, for
you consider life very precious. Horrified by what industry is doing to nature, you
support legislation that will conserve the natural resources that remain so that your
children can inherit it. You will also support funding for continued medical research
to find cures for killer diseases such as cancer, heart disease, etc.. You will advocate
continuing research to develop safe and effective methods of birth control.

1971-1983: Neputune in Sagittarius sextile Pluto in Libra:

These people will have completely revised attitudes about religion, philosophy,
education, and human relationships. Religion will be restored to a place of usefulness
in your daily lives. It will hardly resemble the religion of your elders, but it will be a
far more vital element in your life. You have faith not just because your forebears
accepted it, but because it adds meanining to your life and makes you responsible to
others for your actions. Your faith adds to your search for perfection while you make
any contribution to society that will help to bring about that state. You are deeply
concerned for your fellow man, and are willing to make compromises in your desires
if it will prove beneficial to others in the long run.

You will insist on the integrity of those you select for your leaders, and will demand
that they truly represent the electorate. You will want schools to re-emphasize the
humanities in education, and give students the opportunity to choose professions that
serve man rather than the tight, confining specialization of industry.

You will also show increased interest in the occult, and be responsible for major
developments in the fields of extrasensory perception and alpha states of
consciousness. You will open new dimensions of the mind, and explore them for
unlimited resources, which are denied to the more materialistic investigator.

(Karen Hamaker-Zondag)

Neptune, as the planet that refines and disassociates, that liquidates what is personal
and leads us to an experience of oneness, is intensified by its contact with Pluto.
Therefore, in the period covered by the sextile of these two heavenly bodies, we are
likely to see a collective need for unification and for a development of spiritual
values. This very thing has manifested itself in the revival of mysticism and esoteric
study, in which Eastern religions advocating detachment (not to mention watered
down versions of these religions) have been popularized in the West. On the other
hand, Neptune dissoluteness has also become widespread under this reputedly
benign aspect, and a baffling drug problem bedevils a large part of the globe. Pluto
has to do with power, and there are close links between drug distributors and
powerful forces in lands where the raw materials are grown.

Conversely, Neptune's effect on Pluto is to make power structures and power blocs



more sophisticated and harder to define. Rival groups of countries now co-operate
quietly on a host of important issues; so that, although some of the old power blocs
survive, it is hard to say where their ramifications begin and end. What is more,
Neptune tends to undermine and erode established power structures. Subversive
elements are burrowing away all over the world, and seem to survive the measures
taken to eradicate them.

Pluto also signifies the masses and large-scale events. When it is joined by Neptune,
irrational ideas. religious quirks, strange delusions and other follies sweep common
sense out of the collective mind. And, since Pluto intensifies, the things mentioned
build up into mass hysteria, holy wars and other crowd madness.

Neptune and Pluto both symbolize unconscious factoes in the human being. Their
combination gives the impetus to fruitful research into the hidden side of things, into
the repressed contents of the psyche and into the secret properties of matter.
Nuclear physics, depth psychology, parapsychology, the meaning of life and death,
anxiety neurosis, and causes of freedom and inhibition in the unconscious, are all
openly investigated; with the result that people are brought closer as a whole. With
this combination, collectivization and harmful social pressures are strangely
juxtaposed, giving an increased insight into human functioning that eventually helps
people become more balanced and integrated.

This combination is probably often at work (regardless of aspect), guiding the
unconscious flow of events whenever far-reaching cultural and social changes are
taking place. But because Neptune and Pluto are so elusive, it is not easy to
recognize the direction or destination of this flow in our own day and age. Only when
future historians come to write of our times with cool detachment will it be possible
to assess how, during periods when these two planets are in contact, great forces
prepare a new era.

Natal Neptune aspecting North Node
(Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

Neptune conjunct North Node: This conjunction tunes natives to what is socially
popular and acceptable. They have an intuitive ability to be in the right place at the
right time. On the negative side, there is a tendency to be mindlessly swept along
with current social conditions, wherever they may lead. Going along with the crowd
can be the easy way out and end ultimately in disaster. For example, a native
involved in the cocktail party circuit may overindulge in drink simply because it is the
socially acceptable thing to do, and end up as an alcoholic. It is important for these
natives to exercise discrimination. Misused, this aspect can be highly seductive. It
can sweep the natives along without their being aware of it.

Neptune sextile North Node: This configuration indicates the intuitive ability to
harmonize with and subtly influence existing social customs and institutions. The
natives instinctively ride the currents of public mood, opinion, and action. Their
understanding of cultural trends allows them to circumvent this influence on their
lives if they so desire - always by subtle evasion rather than open confrontation.

Neptune trine North Node: This configuration indicates an intuitive ability to
fathom the trends of prevailing social attitudes and modes of conduct. The natives
thus instinctively know how to benefit from the social forces around them. They are
in tune with the times, and gain success and popularity through this rapport.

Neptune square North Node: This square indicates a situation in which the



mystical tendencies of the natives conflict with the more prosaic, down-to-earth
customs and social institutions of their culture. Society is likely to regard them as
impractical dreamers or even as subversive influences who undermine traditional
religious and social concepts. They are likely to feel alone in a crowd and
misunderstood by their peers. Sometimes their preoccupation with visionary pursuits
keeps them out of touch with the flow of events around them, so that they react
ineptly and confusedly.

Neptune opposition North Node: This conjunction does not make for popularity.
The natives' unconscious habits and intuitive promptings are out of harmony with
current social trends, and their timing is likely to be off when they have an
opportunity for good fortune. However, they are often individualistic and
discriminating in relation to popular social trends, and can sidestep the folly of the
masses through superior intuitive wisdom. There is a danger that things on which the
natives have worked hard will be stolen or taken from them through intrigue or
unforunate circumstnces which are beyond the natives' control. Natives may have the
responsibility of acting as channels for working out spiritual purposes under different
conditions.

(Reinhold Ebertin)

Neptune conjunct North Node: A lack of community-sense or of team spirit. Anti-
social behaviour. Sociological correspondence: anti-social elements.

Neptune trine or sextile North Node: Peculiar or strange conduct in communal
life; occasional unreliability. The inclination to expect more than is possible from a
community or from an association of people.

Neptune square or opposition North Node: A lack of social or communal sense
and feeling; the inclination to exploit, deceive and cheat other people. A lack of
judgement leading to wrong ideas about other people or about an association. The
misfortune of being disappointed or the tendency to deceive other people.

(Bernice Grebner)

Neptune conjunct, trine or sextile North Node: Here we have a generous,
hospitable, sympathetic nature, ready to help all in need. This person is talented in
music and the arts, or has a great appreciation of them. His sensitivity and awareness
are very keen. It inclines him to metaphysical studies. He seeks the seemingly
impossible. Since there is a high spiritual development, he easily gets help from
others, either in this world or from the next. This is related to beauty and creativity,
and is said to be a gift. This seems to be a favorable karma. The person is favorably
inclined to higher spiritual love. Another theory is that this person is from planet
Neptune.

Neptune square or opposition North Node: This person must be careful of drug
and sex abuse, and over-stimulation of the imagination from overly idealistic
thoughts. This power should be used for acting, singing, poetry, and understanding
compassion. Some with this aspect seek false satisfaction in the senses. It gives a
desire for seclusion and for impractical endeavors. As with all aspects, we must
consider other aspects that can lessen or emphasize. Many times this aspect
indicates two sides to the nature - a pull of undue idealism and being overly sensitive
against power-hungry, selfish gratification. Badly aspected to Mercury, it can give
mental imbalance in one degree or another. This position, when touched by transits
and / or progressions, could bring confinement or hospitalization - forced
confinement with the square; self-imposed isolation from the other aspects. The



karma will be according to the nature of the sign and house position, and the nature
of the aspects.

(Mohan Koparkar)

Neptune conjunct North Node: In this aspect, the deeper significance of 'psyche’
or the occult is transmuted, extracted and applied to convey the messages to the
general consciousness. The idea is to distribute the Neptunian energies, either good
or bad, to the surroundings and associates. This often leads to the highest or the
lowest form of Karmic function. Bridging the gap between the higher consciousness
and the 'commoner' through the Neptunian process is basically achieved by these
individuals.

Neptune trine North Node: This aspect provides a strong sense of spirituality or
even a mediumistic attitude to the individual. This person will transcend and
distribute esoteric philosophy and ideas in terms of practicality. Bringing the
unrealistic or fantasy to proper reality is a main function of this aspect in that
individual's life. This type of individual is often spiritually well-grown, but comes to
life just to check out a few things and help others to grow spiritually. The negative or
destructive side of this aspect is quite mild as the circumstances will create a lot of
obstacles in their wrong path.

Neptune square North Node: In this aspect, psychic sensitivity or receptivity is
often blocked by circumstances. Thus, one gets fairly close to an intuitive answer,
and then all of a sudden, everything is washed out and they start all over again.
Hidden problems with drugs, medicine or alcohol are noticed in these people. Some
of these problems are often carried through the family tradition, or through past
incarnation. This family history of similar difficulties is one of their challenges in life;
and the circumstances will help them to even up only after they show the initiative to
overcome them. Major changes in life from being too idealistic or too practical are
often noticed in these people.

Neptune opposition North Node: This aspect will give the individual the ability to
inhale spiritual and idealistic goals to organize and restructure the individuality.
Thus, these poeple will use spiritual values and ideal goals as a selling point for the
betterment of the Karmic growth. This is an individualized method requiring singular
elevation of a soul but performed on a group basis. Thus, one finds a singular
personal elevation in his spiritual values, then letting others form individually, and
then forming a group of elevated souls. On a mundane level, it can cause difficulties
and frustrations from spiritual or psychic misuse, drug and alcohol abuse, deceptions,
fantasies, and excessive daydreaming.

(Donna van Toen)

Neptune conjunct North Node: Sensitivity enhances growth potential. There's a
tendency to seek the impossible or the ideal that keeps the person aiming higher and
higher. In the over-compensation phase, there can be problems stemming from anti-
social behavior. Avoidance of people, escapist tendencies and use of consciousness-
altering substances are also common.

Neptune sextile North Node: A readiness to sacrifice can contribute to stagnation.
Plans are carried out in a more methodical way, with less striving for new heights.
Growth is a slow process, sometimes involving intense suffering or guilt pangs about
leaving the comfortable rut behind; rejecting opportunities for growth may hold the
person back.



Neptune trine North Node: Much like North Node conjunct Neptune. There's a
tendency to expect more than is actually possible from individuals, institutions, or
society in general; in the over-compensation phase this can trigger problems. There's
an enjoyment of growth and of helping others to grow.

Neptune square North Node: Similar to Neptune conjunct the South Node. The
tension produced by the nodal imbalance may trigger a tendency to exploit others.
'Bad luck' or disappointment involving Neptune's sign and / or house position are
frequently mentioned.

Neptune opposition North Node: A peculiarity or confused issue may encourage
stagnation. Sometimes there's a medical disorder, a drinking problem, or a weight
problem; other times, inhibitions of misperceptions hinder growth.

(Bruno and Louise Huber)

Neptune conjunct North Node: The conjunction gives full scope in contacts to an
all-embracing love of humanity. The native is ready to give up all for love, and
believes in universal philanthropy and in spiritual freedom. Many take up social work
in the belief that the only way or them to develop is by caring for the sick or for the
underprivileged. As a matter of fact, the Neptunian sensitivity frequently leads them
to forget their own development as they work and sacrifice themselves for others.
Nevertheless, the boundary-removing principle of Neptune can do much to promote
spiritual development.

Neptune opposition North Node: In the opposition, various snares can lie along
the path of development. There is a naive faith in promises of all sorts, and a
tendency to fall prey to cheats and swindlers. Because the natives are only vaguely
aware of their limitations, they are apt to make mistakes, become enmeshed in
intrigues, and have difficulty in finding a plan of personal development. The ego-
disintegration due to Neptune often results in diffuse aims.

Natal Neptune trine / sextile Ascendant
Neptune trine Ascendant (Robert Pelletier)

Neptune trine the Ascendant gives you such deep sensitiveity that it is extremely
difficult for you to be satisfied in personal relations. Your expectations can rarely be
fulfilled, for you seek the ideal human relationship. A romanticist at heart, you
attribute to people qualities they don't possess and hten you are disappointed when
they let you down. Instead of dwelling on this, you should concentrate on developing
your creative ideas. With your imagination and flair for translating your thoughts into
inspired action, this should not be difficult. You can easily compensate for the
dissatisfaction of personal relationships by channeling your talents into artistic
endeavors, where you can be fully appreciated. In the beginning, you may have to
settle for meager returns from your efforts, until you acquire the skill of a true and
dedicated artist. There are also many other ways to use your talents besides in
artistic pursuits. It might be a source of great joy for you to work with young people
and children, and see them develop under your influence.

You tend to dwell on your character faults, especially if others have pointed them out
to you. Forget them and go on to develop your abundant positive qualities. You are
inclined to feel that you must do more than others in order to get the recognition you
deserve. But take care that you don't become a victim of friends who try to take
advantage of your indulgent nature. You are not afraid to work hard if your efforts
are appreciated. Knowing that you can make a contribution to society in some way,



you must persist in finding out what it is, in spite of reversals. You should bring your
creative gifts before the public and give your interpretation of what is needed to
improve the quality of life for everyone. You can demonstrate your spiritual concern
for man by actively helping to arouse every individual to use his or her highest values
to make the world a better place in which to live.

Neptune sextile Ascendant (Robert Pelletier)

Neptune sextile the Ascendant shows that you have difficulty in expressing yourself
and often give people the wrong impression. You have a fertile imagination, and you
usually embroider your accounts with embellishments that distort your meaning and
confuse your listeners. Because of this, people are guarded in dealing with you. In
your eagerness for conversation and attention, you unconsciously create situations
that don't exist, or invent stories about situations that never occurred. You can put
this talent for imagery to better use if you apply it to constructive activities such as
writing, public speaking, or acting.

Although you downgrade your abilities, your friends recognize how inspired you are
in your creative expression. They find you charming and friendly, but also rather
naive and defenseless. You show an interest in the conditions of your immediate
environment, and feel some pain of guilt if you fail to do something to correct
negative conditions. In spite of this, you may give endless excuses for neglecting to
take action. Your reasoning may be that since other people seem unwilling to make a
contribution, you need not feel badly about your negligence.

You get along well with most people because you never seem to threaten them by
competing openly. People are misled by your sympathetic and docile nature into
thinking that you won't challenge them.

It isn't easy for you to make decisions. You find it difficult to isolate the most
important facts so that you can arrive at a sound judgement. When you fail at
something, you may indulge in self-pity for your incompetence. It is especially
important for you not to compare your performance with anyone else's. If you do, you
will invariably assume that the other person is superior to you. Your self-confidence
can be improved only if you take on tasks that you know you can handle successfully.
You can do a lot if you stay within your limits. As your confidence increases, you can
add more demanding duties. It is important that you approve of what you accomplish.

Neptune trine or sextile Ascendant (Karen Hamaker-Zondag)

Although there is harmony here between our manifestation in the outside world and a
need to refine and perfect by softening the strongly individualistic, we suffer even so
from (over)sensitivity to trends and atmospheres in the environment. We easily tune
in to them, but, like people with the conjunction, we must learn to distinguish what is
going on inside us from what is going on outside. We soon become wrapped up in
another person, identifying with their emotions, entering into their wishes, and
falling under their sway. In other words, we are very easily influenced.

The idealism that is also a characteristic of Neptune is expressed harmoniously. But,
because Neptune has little hold on reality even in the harmonious aspects, we can be
led into difficulties by unworkable ideals, by looking at life through rose-colored
glasses, and by a tremendous urge to be self-sacrificing.

Here, too, we give others considerable scope to make of us what they will: none of
the Neptune / Ascendant aspects gives people much to go on. With this Neptunian
factor, we can be slothful and dreamy, and sometimes strike people as rather



unstable; but usually there is something appealing about us. Things people think they
see in us may not really be there; but we display a spirit of general friendliness, and
people of the most diverse kinds can fall in love with us.

All Neptune / Ascendant aspects favor design and finishing work, especially in
photography and films; in fact, wherever skilful editing is used to create illusion.

Neptune trine or sextile Ascendant (Betty Lundsted)

Trines or sextiles between Neptune and the Ascendant indicate individuals who were
raised in a somewhat spiritually evolved atmosphere; their dreams and fantasies
were encouraged by their parents rather than discouraged.

Natal Neptune square / opposition Ascendant
Neptune square Ascendant (Robert Pelletier)

Neptune square the Ascendant shows that you are overly sensitive to criticism.
Because of this, you often fail to assert yourself when you should defend yourself
against adversaries. You are never sure of your ability to succeed in competition, and
you may choose to avoid challenges until you feel more competent. The line of
communication between you and your parents was faulty, which made it difficult for
you to win their support and encouragement for a specific career. It will be a long
time before you really know what you want out of life, so choosing a career will be
difficult. You tend to daydream instead of doing something to actively express your
creative ability. Always seeking the ideal, you are disappointed with anything less.

Your imagination is well-developed, but you lack the determination to benefit from it.
You consider yourself far less talented than your competitors, and tend to relegate
yourself to a position of unimportance beside them. Although you have a high regard
for education, you are lazy about finding the means to get one. You have to work
doubly hard to compensate for your lack of opportunities to develop your potentials.
Your efforts are often unrewarding because you tend to spread your interests too
widely. You must confine yourself to specific fields of endeavor if you want to derive
any benefits.

You are easily victimized by the people you deal with because you are too willing to
believe them, and you always give them the benefit of the doubt. You often
misunderstand those who have authority over you because you don't want to hear the
truth if you suspect it might be painful. In the same way, you may be misunderstood
by others, who will question your motives in dealing with them.

You should try to find a career that ties in somehow with the needs of the masses.
You are very sensitive to observed social injustices, and feel that if you can correct
them, you will earn the appreciation of others and gain spiritual credits too.

Neptune opposition Ascendant (Robert Pelletier)

Neptune opposition the Ascendant shows that you are greatly influenced by the
people with whom you associate. But it is difficult for you to distinguish between
those who are your friends and those who are not. Because of this, some people may
take advantage of your emotional sensitivity to make you feel obligated to them. Your
opinions of the people you deal with are too idealistic, and you are hurt when they
disappoint you.



When you volunteer to help people, you must protect yourself. Offer to help only
when you know positively that someone needs your assistance. You tend to love
everybody and overburden yourself with concern for their welfare. Actually you are
trying to compensate for your inability to stand on your own; you need someone who
needs you in order to have a feeling of belonging. Being alone makes you feel
helpless, so you seek out obligations to others.

Since you are imaginative and creatively inspired in expressing yourself, you should
direct your talents to writing, music, or the arts. Avoid competition until you gain the
expertise to meet challenges without being crushed by failure.

You depend on others to provide the opportunities you need to earn a living. Because
you feel that you don't deserve to be happy and contented, you overemphasize your
negative qualities. But you are more loved than you realize, and your friends are
deeply concerned for your welfare. Seek their advice before making a commitment so
you won't regret it later. When superiors make a promise to you, get it in writing or
have someone present who can back you up when they don't fulfill it.

In a romantic alliance you are easily mesmerized by a stronger personality. You
should never agree to a permanent relationship until you know the person well and
know that the feelings between you are sincere.

Neptune square or opposition Ascendant (Karen Hamaker-Zondag)

The square and opposition between Neptune and the Ascendant can make us
particularly insecure. Sensitivity to environment would be great whatever the aspect
between these two factors, but with the hard ones we are almost completely at a loss
in it. Others have no idea what is going on inside us; all they know it that we are
continually reacting to them.

Owing to this combination of uncertainty and impressionability, our attitude is
evasive: we do not tackle problems straightforwardly, and we tend to sidestep anyone
seeking a rapprochement with us. Sometimes fantasy or a false impression leads us
to get hold of the wrong end of the stick and to react badly; not in a direct way, of
course - insecurity prevents us from doing that - but in such a way as to lay ourselves
open to charges of dishonesty, prevarication or misrepresentation. However, all
reactions are expressions of sensitivity and vulnerability. We are quickly moved, even
to tears, although we do not always show it. Others may interpret this as emotional
instability.

The Ascendant also represents the body and, with a Neptune conflict, we could be
physically below par - mostly due to uncertainty. When we are going through a
difficult patch we may need to sleep on our problems, and we can suffer from
tiredness without obvious physical cause. Flight into a private fantasy world is
another possibility with the hard aspects but, because the latter are also energetic,
creative talents can be wonderfully stimulated if we take up artistic or mystical
pursuits.

Neptune square or opposition Ascendant (Betty Lundsted)

When a square or opposition aspect is formed, it indicates a difficulty assimilating the
world of fantasy into the persona or in the beginnings of new life experiences. In
plain English, the hard aspect can signify people who don't know what they are doing
for they can't see themselves or the impression that they make on others.

When the square aspect occurs, the tendency is to pursue one end of the square for a



while and then give it up to pursue the other. In order to accomplish anything
worthwhile, both ends of the square have to function comfortably at the same time.

The opposition between the Ascendant and Neptune will involve a compromise. The
Neptunian dream might not bring pleasure; and people with this aspect may have to
learn that any misery they encounter in relationships may be caused by the fact that
they have not understood what they are doing; that they are pursuing a dream or
fantasy that doesn't provide satisfaction for their needs.

Neptune opposition Ascendant (Sue Tompkins)

Neptune conjunct Descendant suggests that saving others or being rescued by them
is a central feature in relationship and all one-to-one encounters. Those with Neptune
on the Descendant may be looking for a God or a Saviour in their close personal
relationships; or they may play that role to others. Individuals with this placement
often have difficulty in seeing others clearly, either idealising or distorting their true
nature. Whilst there may be confusion about what is wanted in a relationship, there is
usually also often great idealism and romanticism. Boundaries in relating to others
are often quite weak, and the individual can enter into others' lives, and allow them
into their own lives, with the ease of a ghost walking through walls. The problem with
Neptune on either end of this axis can be a tendency to live the life vicariously. On
the one hand, this is a splendid combination for anyone who legitimately and
consciously needs to dissolve boundaries and be able to empathise with others'
suffering. There is a talent for mirroring others, which also might find outlet in a
variety of creative fields.

Natal Neptune conjunct Midheaven
(Robert Hand)

This aspect presents many opportunities and many challenges. You are very sensitive
to whatever happens around you, and you seem to soak up impressions like a sponge.
But you do not always know what these impressions mean or what to do with them.
Consequently there is a real danger that you will be confused much of the time,
especially about who you are and where you are going. Unfortunately, with this
aspect you tend to get discouraged and depressed about yourself, feeling that you
will never get a real grasp of what is happening in your life. One of your parents, at
least, should be able to lovingly but firmly guide you through life and point out the
difference between realities and illusions.

This position is often associated with psychic ability, which may be the source of the
impressions that seem so confusing and hard to understand. Your parents should
accept the fact that your so-called fantasies are actually based on a reality that is not
easy to understand. They should help you learn to interpret this reality rather than
saying that you are only dreaming or making it all up.

It won't be easy to find the right course to follow in life, but this position provides a
few clues. First of all, you should feel that you are working for a cause higher than
yourself, whether it is serving or taking care of others in some way or working for an
idea or faith. This aspect has a very strongly religious dimension. But it is more
mystical than orthodox, and even while you are young you will be attracted to
mystical and otherworldly ideals.

(Karen Hamaker-Zondag)



The Midheaven represents social and business behavior based on self-image. With
Neptune on the Midheaven, there is no possibility that a clear-cut picture will be
obtained - the blurring and undermining influence is too great. As likely as not, we
shall suffer from identity problems about who we are and about our role in life. This
makes us extremely sensitive to what others think and say; and at first we shall be
prepared to accept their assessment of us. But their assessment is wildly inaccurate,
because between them and us drifts Neptune's hazy smoke-screen: what they tell us
about ourselves sounds so unbelievable that awe are thrown into utter confusion.
Besides all this, we seem to have a sixth sense for detecting undercurrents and
changes in the human atmosphere; and this also affects the formation of our image.

For a long time, these factors can keep us wondering what to make of ourselves and
our prospects, and can hinder us from finding our true sphere in life. Yet we should
excel in things governed by Neptune; that is to say, wherever sympathy and
understanding are required, as in social and charity work, also where we can give
expression to feelings and a love of perfection, as in creative and musical activities.
Initially, owing to a lack of confidence, we are not very enterprising; but once we get
started, progress is surprising and we become much more self-reliant.

(Sue Tompkins)

Neptune conjunct MC often suggests diffuse goals and an early uncertainty of
direction with respect to an individual's choice of vocation. This aimlessness can
sometimes be matched by a parent's ambivalent feelings as to how they want their
child to be seen in the world. Many with Neptune conjunct the Midheaven want to be
seen by the world at large as glamorous and wondrous: a saviour, a prince or a
princess; perhaps someone creative or representing some kind of public ideal. Many
with this placement, especially when young, can find it very difficult to get hold of the
reality of what is fitting for them to pursue, given their life-situation and individual
talents. In extreme cases, if they meet someone who is writing a book, they want to
write a book; if they get to know a politician, they yearn to pursue a career in politics
- and so on. They want the glamour that they imagine others have in their lives. Those
with Neptune conjunct the MC tend to dream of the future; at best this can spur them
on to achieving the recognition they yearn for by actually fulfilling whatever their
dream is. And the dream is usually not strictly personal; the individual often wants to
‘'save' the world in some way. This placement is iedal for any Neptunian type careers;
the arts, music, work in welfare fields, charities, at sea, with water, to name but a
few possibilities.

Neptune on either end of the MC-IC axis sometimes suggests a tendency to idealise
one parent at the expense of the other. There is usually a distorted image of at least
one of the parents and perhaps an experience of their being some kind of victim. For
some with Neptune on the MC, it is the thirst for recognition from a parent that
propels the individual into weaving all sorts of romantic dreams of what they are
going to do with their lives; for they feel that if the world recognises them, then so
will the parent.

(Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

Natives with this conjunction tend to be anything but the average employer's ideal of
stable employees. The dreams and mystical qualities of Neptune do not combine well
with the routine discipline required by the average job. These natives do better in
professions that make use of their creative imaginations and ascetic traits.

The conjunction favors musicians, actors, painters, photographers, moviemakers,
psychologists, and persons interested in the occult. Professions may be related to the



occult in some way. Even though these natives may be in the public eye, they feel
spiritually isolated - alone in a crowd, and in fact most people do not understand their
inner motivations.

If the horoscope is that of en exceptionally developed person, he may be destined to
perform a mission in the world that will lift many people around him to greater
attainment and spirituality.

If this conjunction is heavily afflicted, scandal or public disgrace is a danger. This can
come through the natives' unreliability or because of alcoholism, drugs, or other
forms of addiction.

The natives should be careful not to get involved in secret intrigues, especially when
they cannot know all the factors involved. Private secrets are not so private when
Neptune is found in this position.

Natal Neptune trine / sextile Midheaven
Neptune trine Midheaven (Robert Hand)

You are very idealistic in your attitudes toward the world, and you want to be as free
as possible of values and possessions that limit you or prevent you from encountering
the world. You may be less interested in material possessions than most people of
your age, feeling that the burden of taking care of them is more trouble than it is
worth. Besides, you value emotions, ideals and other immaterial concerns more than
possessions.

Very early in life, you show how unselfish and giving you are, especially to people in
need. You like taking care of people or animals and trying to make them better. As
you get older, you will have a strong need to be of service to others, putting spiritual
and moral ideals above personal gain. Even if you do not always succeed in living up
to that ideal, it will be a very powerful force in your life.

You are very sensitive to other people, so you are a bit reserved and shy until you
know you can trust them. Your feelings are easily hurt, and a misplaced gruff word
can make you very unhappy. Your family should try to understand this and treat you a
bit more gently. They should realize that they will be rewarded with your devotion.

Even while quite young, you are fascinated by the mysterious and supernatural. You

find the worlds of fantasy stories and fairly tales more interesting and alive than this
world, which is so full of dull concerns and mundane preoccupations. Of course, you

must learn to relate to this world, anyway, and you should try to see the mystery that
is inherent even in the everyday world.

Neptune sextile Midheaven (Robert Hand)

This aspect signifies that you aren't particularly interested in being self-assertive,
that you prefer to live in a quiet and peaceful world of your own making. If you
cannot find anyone else who shares your attitude, you don't mind living alone. You do
not really care that much about being with other people, because they interfere with
your excursions into the private world of your dreams and fantasies. but you don't
dislike people; in fact, you are very sensitive to their needs and wants, and you feel
that you should be of service in some way.

In youth, you are very interested in ideas that others of your age usually ignore, such
as religious ideals (at a rather simple level of understanding while you are young),



and even occult beliefs; a love of the mysterious and supernatural.

Because you are quite sensitive, you need to be with very positive and supportive
people. If you are with people who harbor many negative thoughts, you will become a
victim of their negativity and feel very unhappy. Also, such people would make you
feel suspicious of others, when you really want to see their finest, most spiritual side.
Your parents should support your efforts to see the good in other people, so that you
will grow up to be a loving and unselfish person whose presence makes everyone's
lives more beautiful. Without this support, you will be a rather retiring and shy
person who avoids contact with others for fear of being hurt.

Neptune trine or sextile Midheaven (Karen Hamaker-Zondag)

Insecurity, sensitiveness and idealism also color the harmonious aspects between
Neptune and the Midheaven. Once again there are difficulties in forming a
satisfactory image of self and society, because we are too responsive to opinions and
trends in the environment. By viewing things in too rosy a light (for the harmonious
aspects deal in optimism), we lay ourselves open to disappointment. Yet we skip as
merrily as ever into some new situation. What is important is the feeling of being at
home somewhere. It is this feeling, not the size of the paycheck, that guides us in
choosing a job.

With a harmonious Neptune / Midheaven aspect, we probably have a keen nose for
sniffing out the little, hidden details that are so important. In business, we
instinctively folow market trends, usually without having to work them out. In the
medical profession, the same ability helps us to make a diagnosis, select a therapy,
trace the cause of a disease or problem, and so on. Good careers are aslo open in the
spiritual and ecclesiastical worlds, and in art and music.

Neptune trine Midheaven (Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

This configuration indicates that the natives' intuition can be used constructively in
their professions, helping them find solutions to problems and giving them the ability
to sense the mood of superiors or others in positions of authority.

The configuration especially favors artists, musicians and actors, because it helps
them to gain public recognition. It also favors close intuitive domestic relationships
and rapport with the parents. The natives' homes are likely to be unusual or artistic
in some way, and they may live near a body of water.

Neptune sextile Midheaven (Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)
This configuration gives the natives a sensitive awareness of hidden factors affecting
their careers and ambitions, as well as the ability to intuit the responses of their

employers or people in positions of authority.

They can exert leadership and influence policy in such a subtle way as to avoid
opposition and lead others into acquiescence.

Their sensitivity in domestic relationships creates harmony in the home and rapport
with the family group. Sometimes they live near the ocean or another body of water.



Natal Neptune square / opposition Midheaven
Neptune square Midheaven (Robert Hand)

This aspect can indicate extreme insecurity and self-doubt, unless your parents and
other influential adults make a special effort to reinforce your self-confidence. When
you meet a difficult person or an obstacle, your first tendency is to run away, because
you feel that you cannot overcome it. This is probably not true, and you must learn
what you really can do, instead of limiting yourself to the few tasks that you are not
afraid to do.

Sometimes you seem to be surrounded by energies that are very weakening, usually
from people you are with who give off very negative energies such as resentment,
hostility or anger. You don't attract such people to any unusual extent, but you suffer
more than others from being around them. As much as possible, you should associate
with positive and optimistic persons.

This empathy has a positive side, however, in that you understand other people very
well, knowing what is going on in their minds as well as what they say. But it will
take you a while to learn how to interpret the signals you get from others. While you
are young, you may frequently misinterpret people.

You will feel a need to work for an ideal that is higher than yourself or for a person
whom you can idealize and respect. This is fine, but you will probably be taken
advantage of by people who are unworthy of your devotion, unless you work very
hard to get past your idealizations and see who they really are. Then you can choose
intelligently.

Neptune opposition Midheaven (Robert Hand)

This aspect indicates great sensitivity, but for this energy to work positively, your
earliest childhood must be reasonably peaceful and serene. You are very sensitive to
the hidden energies in your home and between your parents or other members of
your family; and any kind of ongoing negative feelings can cause you to become
insecure and lacking in self-confidence. Later on, you may feel that you cannot easily
cope with life's challenges, because inside you cannot depend upon your emotions
and your spontaneous actions to make everything come out right.

Your relationship with one of your parents may be rather difficult. Often this aspect
signifies taht one of your parents is too weak psychologically to play his or her role in
your life. This might lead you later to seek out someone who can be a guide and a
loving parent figure for you. The problem is that such a relationship would displace
your search for normal adult relationships.

However, even if both parents are strong, you may go to the other extreme and
idealize the more influential one. In that case you would compare everyone you meet
to that parent, instead of dealing with each person as an individual. This is not so bad
as the first alternative, because at least you have strong ideals that you can believe
in. Later in life this may turn into a strong belief in God. Because you are so sensitive,
you may eventually develop a strong psychic and intuitive ability.

Neptune square or opposition Midheaven (Karen Hamaker-Zondag)
The hard aspects between Neptune and the Midheaven make us insecure, and we

have considerable trouble forming an identity. For not only are we very sensitive to
what the world says of us; we are inclined to misinterpret what it says. To make



matters worse, the world has a false impression of us anyway. But however that may
be, with these aspects we are liable to run round in circles for a long time, worried by
the difference between thoughts and impulses that are generated by ourselves, on
the one hand, and our thoughts and impulses that have slipped unobserved from
outside into the unconscious mind - from where they rise to influence us - on the
other hand.

Hence we are extremely suggestible and easily misled; especially when, as often
happens, we have not yet found our bearings. By drawing an inaccurate picture of
self and society, we can become deluded and create confusion. On account of the
pretence we know how to make, people can impute to us things for which we are not
responsible. The other side of the coin is that we can go on to do extremely well in
areas where pretence and illusion are raised to a fine art: the world of film for
example. We need to be on guard against various forms of addiction; addiction to
drink or drugs say, which may seem to offer a refuge from hard reality but, being
impersonal, impedes personal development. The addiction can also be to unworkable
religious and idealistic concepts that equally help us to avoid confrontations with
everyday problems and push personality into the background. In addition to idealism,
we are full of both empathy and sympathy. If we find ourselves in a stimulating
environment where no unfair advantage is taken of our sensitiveness, pliability and
insecurity, we gradually shed uncertainty and (provided we engage in Neptunian
occupations with the active support of others) can do much to further our ideals.

Neptune opposition Midheaven (Sue Tompkins)

Those with Neptune on the IC tend to be wistful about their more recent past but
unclear as to their early beginnings. Sometimes there are secrets or confusion with
respect to the family that they came from. Such secrets will usually be to do with the
house which has Pisces on the cusp. There may be a tendency to idealise the early
home life or to delude oneself about one's upbringings or even ancestry. Sometimes
there is a feeling of 'shaky foundations' with this placement, but this can be
psychological, emotional or physical. For example, living on a houseboat could be
descriptive of shaky physical foundations whilst a mentally ill parent might describe
psychological instability. And I have known people with this placement who were
raised in a pub. The early home environment was 'open' to anyone, and some would
have been addicted to frequenting it, all of which might have a variety of
repercussions.

Those with Neptune on the IC often yearn for an 'ideal home' and may put great
effort into making this dream into some kind of reality; sometimes the real need is to
escape from one's roots. The dream may be for a home which will be a sanctuary, a
retreat, an escape route from something or a place where it's possible to transcend
some of the imperfections of living in the outer, workaday world.

Neptune square Midheaven (Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

This square, unless contradicted by other influences in the chart, indicates
unreliability in professional obligations and confusion in domestic affairs. The home
will be messy and disorganized, and sometimes the scene of alcohol or drug use.

There can be deception and irresponsibility on the job, in the form of laziness,
inefficiency, or both. In rare cases, the natives are deliberately dishonest or
deceptive.

This square can also manifest itself in escape from domestic and professional duties
through daydreaming.



Neptune opposition Midheaven (Frances Sakoian and Louis Acker)

This conjunction (to the Nadir) partakes of the same qualities as Neptune exalted in
Cancer. It helps to bring spirituality into the home life. Often it signifies a mystical
attachment to Mother Earth and the forces of nature.

If Neptune is afflicted, the home environment can be affected by peculiar conditions.
The house may seem to be haunted, for example, or give the native an uneasy feeling.
Whether this is the produuct of the native's own imagination does not matter as far
as its effect upon him is concerned. The native may shut himself up in his home, or
use it as a place for séances or psychic activities of some kind. In any event, the home
is likely to have something unusual connected with it, even if not the proverbial
skeleton in the closet.

Natives tend to live near the ocean or other large body of water. Those with afflicted
horoscopes may live in institutions or spend the end of their lives in nursing homes or
hospitals.

Natal Neptune quincunx Midheaven
(Robert Hand)

With this aspect, you may have to build up your self-confidence considerably while
you are young and learn that you are as worthy as anyone else. Even though these
are your learning years, when you must develop a great deal of discipline, you still
deserve as much consideration as anyone else. Your natural tendency is to yield to
authority, so that those people who are most influential in your life, including your
parents, should be very careful about how they exercise their authority over you. If
they try to control you too much, or if they make you feel that you just aren't able to
manage your own affairs, it will be difficult to correct the effects of this negative
influence later in life.

You are very impressionable, in that you pick up the energies around you very
quickly. Therefore it is very important that you be surrounded by wholesome
influences in your early years, because negative influences will weaken your self-
esteem and make it much more difficult to accomplish anything when you are older.
On the other hand, your impressionableness may give rise to some psychic ability, or
at least a very sharp intuition, when you are older.

While you are young, you won't have a clear idea of what you want to do in life. In
fact, you may never orient your life around a single purpose or idea. But don't worry.
Your purpose in life may not be one that is readily defined in terms of a career or
profession. More important may be your style of living or your experience of life.
Simply learn to always be aware and to learn whatever there is to be learned. With
your sensitivity and intuition, you can understand much more than other people,
especially those who have wrapped their lives around their career or profession.

(Karen Hamaker-Zondag)

The insecurity and oversensitiveness associated with Neptune / Midheaven aspects
are greatest in the inconjunct. They appear to express themselves very much as they
do in the hard aspects (q.v.); but it is not easy to trace their origin, seeing that we do
not recognize the influence of Neptune on our self-image. The distortion produced by
Neptune, and especially the chaotic conditions that follow in its wake, are all the
stronger for being below the surface; and, although we are imbued with tremendous



benevolence and idealism, we rarely succeed in making them known. Due to the
aspect being an inconjunct, we put things badly, or cling to longings and ideas that
are too Utopian to be taken seriously. All the fuss and bother over our well-
intentioned deeds we find upsetting; and, lacking the energy and determination to
hold our own, we are inclined to retire disillusioned under the lea of a peaceful inner
world. This could be the world of dreams and fantasies, but is just as likely to be a
cloister or a mountain hermitage. Anyway, we go far from the everyday hustle and
bustle that is so uncongenial.

Nevertheless, with the inconjunct, we ought really to make an effort to avoid
estrangement from the world; for, given the right support, we can achieve a great
deal with the talents Neptune bestows (creativity, spirituality, musicality and the
like). But not until we realize that our picture of the world is influenced from within
by distorting or idealizing processes shall we be able to express capabilities in a more
balanced way.



