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Aldebaran, the brightest star in the
constellation Taurus the Bull, rises in the fall
at sunset, and is the thirteenth brightest star

in the sky. Its name comes from the Arabic
Al Dabaran, the Follower, because Aldebaran
appears to follow the Pleiades through the
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night sky.

As the Eye of the Bull, Aldebaran is called
the Eye of Revelation. It is referred to by
astronomers and cosmologists as the
Eastern Royal Star, one of the four Royal
Stars considered the sentinels watching over
other stars. It is also known as the Buddha’s
star, the Star of lllumination, and God’s Eye.
This magnificent star has been used for
centuries in navigation, and is known by
many civilizations to be connected with the
spirits of rain and the fertility of the earth.
Approximately 5,000 years ago, the rising of
Aldebaran marked the vernal equinox and
marked the beginning of the Babylonian new
year.
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Three stars in the belt of Orion Aldebaran

point to Aldebaran

Pluto conjuncts A "i 'i"‘j}é" ;::ﬁ.ﬂ';;‘mf

Antares

Aldebaran is one of the easiest stars to find
in the night sky, partly due to its brightness
and partly due to its spatial relation to one of
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the more noticeable asterisms in the sky. If
one follows the three stars of Orion's belt
from left to right (in the Northern
Hemisphere) or right to left (in the Southern),
the first bright star found by continuing that
line is Aldebaran.

Aldebaran has the appearance of being the
brightest member of the more scattered
Hyades open star cluster that makes up the
bull's head shaped asterism. However,
Aldebaran is merely located by chance in the
line of sight between the Earth and the
Hyades; the star cluster is actually more
than twice as far away, at about 150 light
years.

In this July, 1997, still frame captured from
video, Aldebaran has just reappeared on the
dark limb of the waning crescent Moon in
this predawn occultation.Aldebaran is close
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enough to the ecliptic to be occulted by the
Moon. Such occultations occur when the
Moon's ascending node is near the autumnal
equinox. This event will next occur around
2015. A reasonably accurate estimate for the
diameter of Aldebaran was obtained during
the September 22, 1978 occultation.

Size comparison between Aldebaran and the Sun:It is an orange
giant star that has moved off the main sequence line of the
Hertzsprung-Russell diagram. It has exhausted the hydrogen
fuel in its core and hydrogen fusion has ceased there. Although
not yet hot enough for fusing helium, the core temperature of
the star has greatly increased due to gravitational pressure and
the star has expanded to a diameter of 44.2 times the diameter
of the Sun,approximately 61 million kilomeftres (see 10
gigametres for similar sizes). The Hipparcos satellite has
measured it as 65.1 light-years (20.0 pc) away, and it shines
with 150 times the Sun's luminosity.
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Aldebaran was the divine star in the worship
of the tribe Misam, who thought that it
brought rain, and that its heliacal rising

unattended by showers portended a barren
year.

The Hindu Rohini, a Red Deer, used also for
the nakshatra (Hindu Moon Mansion) in
Scorpio marked by Antares, was
unquestionably from the star's ruddy hue,
Leonard Digges writing, in his
Prognostication for 1555, that it is "ever a
meate rodde [red]”; and the Alfonsine Tables
had quae trahit ad aerem clarum valde — est
ut cerea.

Aldebaran is the Greek Omma Boos, Latin
Oculus Tauri, and the early English Bull's
Eye. "Bull’'s-eye” is what we call "the centre
of a target, which usually carries the highest
score”, and "a precise or highly effective
achievement”™
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The great “red giant”, war-like Aldebaran is
one of the four "Guardians of Heaven" -
sentinels watching over other stars. It

formed one of the four royal stars of Persia

as "Watcher of the East".
These were also called archangel stars; this
star Aldebaran was Michael - Military
Commander of the Heavenly Host.

Aldebaran marked the Hindu Rohini, a Red
Deer, used also for the 2nd nakshatra, or
Hindu Moon Mansion. Symbol, a Temple or
Wagon Regent, Prajapati, the creator.

Influences of the 4TH Hindu Moon Mansion
Rohini: Ruled by the Moon. A stable asterism
belonging to the Shudra caste (laborers,
craftsmen, service professions) and
favorable for coronations, expiatory
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ceremonies, planting of trees, sowing of
seeds, building of towns, and matters of a
permanent nature when containing the
Moon. Those born on the lunar day will be
devout, rich, merchants, rulers, drivers,
possessed of wealth and cattle. With Moon
here at birth native will be truthful, polite,
steady, handsome, cleanly and uncovetous.
Rules vinegar pots and the forehead.
[Robson®, p.76.]

The astrological influences of the star
Aldebaran

It gives honor, intelligence, eloquence,
steadfastness, integrity, popularity, courage,
ferocity, a tendency to sedition, a
responsible position, public honors and gain
of power and wealth through others, but its
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benefits seldom prove lasting and there is
also danger of violence and sickness.
[Robson*, p.120.]

Aldebaran has been in the sign Gemini since
1286 AD, just around the height of the
Christian Crusades against Islam, an

interesting indicator of conflict between two

world schools of thought. Antares, for the
other side in the conflict, went into religious
Sagittarius in 1272 AD and showed its
superiority, perhaps, since the Crusaders
never did dislodge the Saracens. [The Living
Stars, Dr. Eric Morse, p.36.]

Catastrophe by weather conditions, floods,
shipwrecks. Acknowledged and leading
position, but will make enemies through

whom danger will threaten. Extraordinary

energy. [Fixed Stars and Their Interpretation,
Elsbeth Ebertin, 1928, p.30.]
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If Rising, and in conjunction with the Moon, a
good fellow, but if in conjunction with both
the Lord of the Ascendant and the Moon it

denotes a murderer, especially if the lord of

the Ascendant is a masculine planet and the
Sun is at the same time afflicted. [Robson?*,
p-120.]

If culminating: Honor, preferment, good
fortune and favors from women. [Robson?*,
p-120.]

With Sun: Great energy and perseverance,
high material honors but danger of losing
them, danger from quarrels and the law,

honor and riches ending in disgrace and ruin,
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liable to disease, fevers and a violent death.
If in conjunction with both Sun and Mars,
great liability to pestilential fevers. [Robson*,
p-120.]

With Moon: Favorable for business, honor and
credit, especially if in the 1st or 10th house,
but danger of calamity. Favorable for
domestic, public and religious matters;
danger of a violent death. If at the same time
Mars or Saturn is with Antares (opposite) the
native is liable to be hanged or killed by a
sword thrust. [Robson*, p.120.]

With Sun or Moon, culminating or rising:
Great honor through violence with difficulties
and casualties. [Robson*, p.121.]
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With Mercury: Affects the health and
domestic affairs, prominence through
mercurial matters, material gain, and many
learned friends. [Robson*, p.121.]

With Venus: Honor through literature, music
or art, creative abilities, favorable for health
and marriage. [Robson*, p.121.]

Power directed wrongly. Abnormalities in
love life. [Fixed Stars and Their
Interpretation, Eilsbeth Ebertin, 1928, p.30.]

With Mars: Great military preferment but
attended by much danger; liable to
accidents, fevers and a violent death. If at
the same time the Moon is with Antares,
especially in an angle, death will come
through a stab, blow or fall. [Robson*, p.121.]
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With Jupiter: Great ecclesiastical honor and
high military preferment. [Robson*, p.121.]

With Saturn: Great afflictions, strange mind,
great wickedness, sarcasm, eloquence, good
memory, studious and retiring nature, legal
abilities, domestic and material success,
losses through mercurial friends. If at the
same time the Moon is with Antares there
will be a violent death, probably by hanging.
[Robson*, p.121.]

Danger and loss through floods storms
shipwreck or drowning, Saturn if afflicted.
[Fixed Stars and Their Interpretation, Eisbeth
Ebertin, 1928, p.31.]
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With Uranus: Scientific, a nature lover,
critical, just, domestic and political success,
public honors, fond of occultism but may
meet with disfavor through it, lingering
death. [Robson*, p.121.]

With Neptune: Connected with science, art,
occultism and mediumship, good intellect,
loss through fire, electricity or speculation,
but gain through metals, military or scientific
instruments, especially if Mars is strong;
many journeys, obstacles to domestic
happiness, unfavorable for children, danger
of accidents and sudden death. [Robson?*,
p-121.]

Source: Fixed Star List
www.constellationsofwords.com/sta rs/Aldebaran.html

Wikipedia




