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NEW PREFACE.

A LITTLE previously to the time when the following work was commenced, the
Author had made arrangements for a journey to Egypt and Asia, alluded to in the note
to Chapter 1V. Section xx.; but circumstances caused the plan to be abandoned. After
the work was begun, the scheme was revived, and the following spring fixed for com-
mencing the journey, from which it might have happened that the Author did not return.
In consequence of these circumstances, the book (which was first intended as a smali
octavo, and by degrees had grown into a large quarto) was much hurried, both in the
composing and printing, seven months only being allowed for the whole; and this the
Author hopes will be some apology for the list of errata. As it turned out, the haste
was unnecessary, as about the time for commencing his journey the Author’s oriental
travelling companion died, and the journey was put off for ever.

As might be expected of such a work, it has been attacked from various quarters,
and in various ways; but it is gratifying to thc Author to have it in his power to say,
that no error of any importance has been pointed out, nor have any of the great principles
laid down in his argument, or casually introduced in the progress of the work, been .
attacked with the slightest success.

Such attacks as are deserving notice, the Author flatters himself will be fully refuted
in a work which he is now preparing for the press; in which the extraordinary race, the
Buddhists of upper India, (of whom the Phcenician Cansanite, Melchizedek, was
priest,) who built the Pyramids, Stonehenge, Carnac, &c., will be shewn to have founded
all the ancient Mythologies of the world, which, however varied and corrupted in recent
times, were originally onE, and that oNE founded on principles sublime, beautiful, and
true.
The Author feels himself under no obligation to answer anonymous writers ; but .
he thinks it proper to notice very shortly some observations by a gentleman who, the -
A uthor believes, is not in the habit of writing things to which he is ashamed to put his_
name. The Rev. W. L. Bowles, at the end of his learned work called Hermes Britan-
nicus, has taken up the defence of the order of Priests, of which the Author’s censure
seems to have given great offence; the priests of every sect, as far as the Author can
perceive, being offended only because the order of his own sect is not excepted from the
condemnation of priesthoods generally throughout the world, of ancient and modern
times. Mr. Bowles observes, that the examples of Cranmer and Calvin sfand as indivi-
duals in the black calendar ; to which, in reply, the Author begs leave to ask him, whe-
ther, when in one instance Calvin ordered grees wood for the purpose of burning his
victim—and when, in the other, the Protestant-Papist-Protestant Cranmer, compelled
the weeping infant Edward to sign the warrant for burning the infant Joan Boacher (for
they were both under age)—the priests of their respective sects did not stand by and blow



NEW PREFACE.

the fires> If they did not, where are their protests against these atrocities? Where is
the act of convocation condemning them? The Author can find no public act of priests
any where against them; but in his search for this saving clause he did find an act
of the Assembly of the Calvinistic Church of Scotland, confessing os A GREAT Na-
TIoNAL SIN the act of the British Parliament abolishing the burning and hanging of
witches.

But 3o far were the priests of the Protestant sects from condemning these atrocities,
that the Genevans were congratulated and praised by almost all the Protestant churches
on the continent for burning Servetus; and the act of Cranmer was imitated in the time
of the Protestant James the First, by the burning of one poor wretch at Lichfield, and
another at Smithfield, viz. B. Legatt and E. Wightman, with all the old regular and
hypocritical forms of deliverance up to the secular power by the bishop. As long as an
orthodox order (that is, the order of a sect possessing the power of the sword) charges
crimes of this nature against other sects as reasons for denying to them the possession
of their civil rights, their own crimes can neither be forgotten nor forgiven. Nor will
the Author be deterred by the foolish charge of bad taste from exerting his feeble efforts
to keep this encroaching order in its proper place.—If these statements give offence,
they must be attributed to those who, by insinuating that the Author forgot the ninth
commandment, put him in his own defence to the necessity of making them.

But the Author thinks that when the Canon of Salisbury was quoting so largely
from his book, he would have done nothing unfair if he had noticed the Author’s admis-
sion in the preceding page, that the Protestant priesthood of England was the only one
in the world which had not been a curse to its country.

The Author has most distinctly admitted, and will most cheerfully repeat his ad-
mission, that in every class of priests (but he will not limit it to any one sect) great
numbers of excellent men are to be found ; but again he says, that the order is not a
necessary appendage to Christianity, and, as an order considered, throughout the world,
from the beginning of timne, it has been more prejudicial than beneficial to mankind.
And, in opposition to the Canoa of Salisbury, he takes the liberty of saying, that « if
the Melancthons, the Bowleses, and the Bucers, had been three times as numerous as
they have been, they would not have destroyed the general nature of the rule.” In
all priesthoods, men in humble life, by their good conduct, have acquired power to
the order: this once acquired, its members, with the acquisition of wealth and power,
have become corrupted. It is only a consequence flowing from the nature of things;
and all patriotic priests ought to assist the feeble efforts of the Author to keep their
PALACE-LIVING, ENXTHRONING order in its proper place. Let them remember that
their Master was never enthroned, nor did he live in a palace. And to excuse the acqui-
sition of these pomps and vanities to themselves by saying, that they are to do honour to
him who forbade them, is but to insult him.

January, 1829.
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PREFACE.

Urox reviewing what I have written in the following work, it has occurred to me
that I have not said quite so much, in my first chapter, on the mode usually adopted of
transferring written accounts from one language into another, as is expedient ; I shall,
therefore, in this place, submit a few preliminary observations to my reader.

Man possesses organs of the mouth and adjoining parts, by which he produces sounds
expressive of his feelings. When these sounds become limited to certain defined, fixed
objects, and are meant to represent these objects, they are called words, and the repre-
sentations of these objects in his mind or understanding are called ideas. Hence words
represent both the things and the ideas. Thus words are sounds significant of ideas.
Letters, in like manner, are marks formed by the mechanical powers of man to perpe-
tuate and record these sounds significant, that they may pass to others, or to futurity.
Now suppose a parent state to send off colonies, but before she send them off, that she
form a system of letters to represent such sounds as she has found needful for recording
her ideas. Suppose she make A to represent the idea of unity, B to represent the idea
of two unities, D to represent the idea of four unities, and O to represent some other
collection of unities; and these signs also she make, when combined in various ways, to
represent the ideas of things treated of just now ; for instance, that D A B should stand
for a certain fish called a Dad. Now we will suppose a colony to go away, and to fake
this artificial system with them ; in all future time, when they want to represent the
word dab, and the idea of that fish, they ought to make the three signs d-a-b, and no
other; and they ought to do this if they wanted to represent the parent signs and the
idea, although they might have changed the sound given to these signs in their habits of
speaking. Should they have got into the habit of calling the A O, yet, in the case above
supposed, they ought to write dad, and not dob. The reader will observe, that if they

A .
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wished to call the idea by a new name, or to represent the thing caried in any way, that
would be a different matter, not the case which I state. In order to make myself
understood more clearly, I repeat, as their system of mechanical signs continues the
same, they ought, when representing any word of the parent system, to make use of the
same mechanical signs. Thus for the word dab, they ought to use the letter standing
for four, or the fourth letter, that standing for one, or the first, that standing for two, or
the second ; not because these letters stand for these numbers, but because these are
the corresponding letters in the parent’s system and in the child’s system. The use of
the numbers may assist us in finding out the corresponding letters, but the numbers
themselves have nothing to do with the reason of the matter. Now I will give an ex-
ample in a very famous word, [T)T ieue, as used in the synagogue, called by us Je-
HoVAR. If the Hebrew system be the same as the English system, when 1 wish to
represent this word, I ought to write the corresponding letters, and no other. If [ use
other letters, for instance, add the letters 4, or o, or 7, I do not descride the same word,
whatever I may mean. If persons talk about sounds, I say sounds have nothing to do
with the case stated by me, which relates merely to the written signs. But the absur-
dity of letting supposed sounds of letters be represented, may be estimated by the follow-
ing example :—Suppose an Arab wished to write in our letters the word answering to
the idea of window of the English, would he write window with the man of Stamford, or
vinder with the man of Kent? The reader will not forget that if the child choose to call
the dab or the iene of its parent by an entire new name, the latter by 4donai, for instance,
this is quite a different matter. In such case, as the two systems are the same, the
same letters in one ought to represent the same letters in the other; and if the child
should be found to have coined new additional mechanical signs or letters, these new
signs ought never to be used to represent words of the parent language, unless the parent
language have adopted signs answering to them. And suppose the parent or the child,
from any cause, should have changed the forms of its signs or letters, so long as the
system continue the same, still the same signs or letters in the one ought to represent
the same signs or letters in the other. I think no reasonable person will deny the truth
of this in the case stated, namely, where the systems continue the same. In what cases
I may prove systems to be similar is a different question, and each case must evidently
stand upon its own merits. I beg this may be well considered and not forgotten, as it
is of the first importance, not only in the following work, but in the general practice of

rendering the names or words of one language into another.
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The reader will find in the ensuing work that the Hebrew language, which is of the
first importance, is treated as a language of great simplicity,®*—that its vowels are
considered precisely the same as those of the English, and of all the other languages
in the Western part of the world. But he will observe, that some words have no
vowels, and that in almost every word consonants come together without them. The
cause of this cannot at this day be certainly known ; but it may have arisen either from
a wish in the priests to conceal or render difficult the art of reading, or merely froma
habit of abbreviating words for the sake of expedition, or of reducing works to as small
a size as possible. This was similar to a practice which took place in the Latin lan-
guage some centuries ago, by which it would have been brought to the same situation
as the Hebrew, if it had been continued.  Thus for manum, they wrote mnm,
&c., &c. In this state the Hebrew was found, when the Jews began to recover after
the ruin of their country ; and, to obviate the inconvenience of it, points as vowels were
invented, instead of the vowels being restored, as they ought to have been. But nothing
simple or plain was likely to suit the followers of the modern cabala, the most childish
foolery that ever men of common sense permitted themselves to be deluded with. The
unlearned reader will please to observe that I am here only delivering my own opinion
of the origin and reason of this state of the language. The fact of its present state with-
out points in the synagogue copies is all which here concerns us, and that fact will not

be disputed.

As two consonants cannot be pronounced or understood without vowels, they must
in almost every word be supplied. Dr. Parkhurst always supplies an a or an e, ad

blibitum.

I have little or no doubt, that different vowels were anciently supplied according
to what the meaning of the word required ; but I think that, in order to render it more
difficult to understand, it may, in the very earliest times, have been constantly written
without any vowels. I am convinced that the unlearned reader will be satisfied that the
Hebrew is essentially the same as the Greek and Latin—having, like them, its five
vowels. The learned Hebraist, whose mind has been poisoned by the craft of the
synagogue, I do not expect readily to give up his prejudice in favour of unlearned sim-
But if the old men will not give up their nonsense, it will be exploded,

® Vide WaLTON's Prol. Diss. VIL.
A2

plicity.
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because the young ones will not admit it. Perhaps it will be like Mr. Frend’s algebra.
Some years ago he pointed out to the learned of Cambridge, that their segative yuantities
in algebra were not only nonsensical and useless, but that they were actually prejudicial
to science. Of course the learned old gentlemen would not consent to be untaught, to
unlearn, but I understand that at the Mechanics’ Institutes, algebra is now taught with-

out negative quantities.

From the circumstances above mentioned, the Hebrew language is very uncertain,
even to the best scholars, and must always continue so. My learned reader, I hope, will
excuse me for occupying his time with stating this, not for Ais, but for the information of
unlearned readers, to whom [ wish to make my book intelligible, which I flatter myself
it will be, with nothing more than a little common attention. By a very slight attention
to the tables in the first chapter, they will easily understand every thing which follows.
But they will be good enough to observe, that in page 3, at line 19, for column 9, &c.,
they must read , “column 9 contains the names of the Celtic Irish letters, and column
10 their meanings.” If the reader will apply a little close attention to the first five short
sections to make himself acquainted with them, I apprehend without any knowledge
of either Greek or Hebrew, he will be able to comprehend the whole of the remaining
part of the work with facility.

From a circumstance which has happened, I think it necessary to observe, that I feel
a little fear lest the figures in my references should, in some few instances, be found
incorrect. But for several months past, since I have been closely engaged upon this
work, my eyes have begun to fail, and I have not got used to spectacles. I have forgotten
how to use my old eyes, and have not yet learned how to use my new ones. But if my
fear should prove well founded, of this I am quite certain, that no one who knows me,
will suspect me of an intentional false quotation.

I am conscious, that a critical eye will easily discover marks of haste in this work.
It is useless to deny it. But if, as the reader will find, what is in my contemplation, be
carried into effect, no time was to be lost. What will be met with in a note respecting
my future intentions, must plead my excuse. Not ten pages of this work were written
the first of last October. Except what I possessed in my own mind, the materials
collected, consisted only of a list of upwards of two hundred volumes to be read or
consulted, in most of which was to be found for my purpose NoTHING.
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In a subject of this kind I have not thought it necessary to give every authority on
which my doctrines are founded, or to verify by actual examination those which I have
given. I have constantly relied on the credit of authors in whose treatises I have found
them, contenting myself with merely referring to such authors—in whose works the other
authorities will be found, if required. I know not the use of loading my page with notes
of unnecessary references, except I wished to make an ostentatious display of great learn-
ing, to which I make no pretension. It will also be observed, that I have made free use
of the text of my predecessors.  But if I have doue this, I have, I believe, in every case
acknowledged the obligation, as well as the obligations to my learned friends from whom
I have received assistance. If the works of older authors are not to be used by their
successors for the ends of truth, they are of little use; they might as well be sent to the
ovens of Omar. My successors will do the same with me, if my work be good for any
thing ; and they are welcome.

To certain persons who permit their bigotry to mislead their judgment, this book will be
gall and wormwood, because I have not thought proper to pander to their base passions.
But very certain I am, that much will be found in favour of rational Christianity, and not
a word against it. Though I have not been deterred from publishing deductions drawn
fairly from premises founded in what I believe to be the truth, by the fear of the bigots
of any sect, I am a little afraid, that in my anxiety to guard myself against the miscon-
structions of hot-headed ultra-pietists, above alluded to, I should sometimes have become
tedious.

It is not probable that such a work as this will pass without censure. Perhaps some
person may be found to fancy he shall get preferment by misrepresenting my words, or by
exposing my errors, for errors unquestionably must exist in such a multifarious per-
formance; I shall, therefore, prepare myself for the publication of a second short A ppendix
in the same size as this book, and to be bound up with it, to explain the one or to correct
the other ; and I shall be much obliged to any gentleman for corrections or other informa-
tion relating to my subject which he may think useful. But I take the liberty of saying,
that I cannot conceive it possible for any person possessing honourable intentions, to
write against me in any way without giving me information of it, or sending me a copy
of his publication. To attack, and not to do this, is the act of the midnight assassin.
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Whether the second Appendix here alluded to, will be delivered to the purchasers of this
volume free of expense or not, must depend on circumstances. But emolument is not
the author’s object in this work.

The introduction consists merely of descriptions of the different kinds of Druidical
monuments, extracted from the works of the authors who appeared to have given the best

account of them.

To the officers of the British Museum, I think it right to express my acknowledge-
ments. Although I have given them great trouble, their civility has never failed nor their
attention wearied. BuT I always spoke to them with politeness, not as I would treata
troublesome dog in the street. And, occasionally, I did not fail to make a reasonable
allowance for the time required and the difficulty of finding old books seldom wanted,
in a large library without a numbered catalogue.

Of the execution of the printing, it is unnecessary to speak ; it answers for itself; but
I may be permitted to thank Mr. Smallfield, of Hackney, my printer, for his business-like
punctuality and attention, and particularly for his attention to the different languages
from which I have had occasion to quote.

The lithographic part, I think, will be allowed to do credit to Mr. Day, and to Mons.
Hadge, his promising young artist, by whom I have no doubt that this infant beautiful
art will soon be brought to rival the finest engraving.
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STONEHENGE.

Tue following Description of SToNEHENGE and of most of the Plates is taken from
the History of Wiltshire by Sir Ricuarp Corr HoaRg, Baronet, with a slight
alteration in the description, in consequence of Mr. WALTIRE’s plan being substituted
for that of Inigo Jomes, which is universally allowed to be very erroneous. No labour
or expense seems to have been spared by Sir R. C. Hoare to obtain, in every respect,

the greatest possible accuracy.

StonzaENGE. The construction and plan of this building are of so novel and singular a
nature, that no verbal description, though drawn up by the ablest writer, can possibly convey to
the reader a competent idea of it. If I talk to you of a Doric, Ionic, or Corinthian Temple, you
will readily form such an idea of the building in your mind, as not to be surprised on seeing it; for
each of these orders has its fixed proportions, and each its appropriate ornaments; but were I to
describe to you a rude temple composed of four circles, one within the other, with upright stones
twenty feet high, and others of an immense size placed across them like architraves, I fear my
description would prove very unsatisfactory. The pen, therefore, must call in the assistance of the
peacil; for without a reference to plans and views, no perfect knowledge can be gained respecting
this “Wonder of the West.” In the plans now presented to you, I have endeavoured to
correct the errors of others, and, by the assistance of an able surveyor, repeated visits, and
a strict attention to accuracy, to render them as complete as the great intricacy of the subject
will admit.

The first plate represents a general ground-plan of StoneAenge, surrounded by a ditch and
slight agger of earth.* 1 cannot allow more than one entrance into the area of the work. This
faces the North-east, and is decidedly marked by a bank and ditch called the Hfvenue, which leads
directly into it. On our approach to it on this side, the first object that arrests our attention is a
large rude stone, in a leaning position, which, by some, has been called the “ Friar's Acel.”” Its
height is about sixteen feet, and its original purport is totally unknown, though conjecture has
not been idle in ascribing varicus uses to it. We now enter the area of the work, having the
bank and ditch that encompassed the temple on our right and left. Writers have described this
as adeep ditch, and thirty feet wide, and have not noticed the ditch being on the outside of the
vallum.t According to our measurement, the ditch could not bave exceeded fifteen feet; in short,

® The circumference of this ditch measures three hundred and sixty-nine yards.

+ From the circumstance of the ditch being within the vallum at Abury, and from other similar examples which I
shall bave occasion to mention hereafter, I bave reason to agree with Sruxzixy, in thinking it » distinguishing mark
between religious and military works; those of the latter nature being made for the purpose of defence, would of course
have their ditches on the outside of the bank, as we find in all the strong camps upon our hills.

B8
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this whole line of circumvallation was a very slight work. Adjoining the agger, within thc area,
is a large prostrate stone, which has given rise to various opinions; the most prevailing of which
is, that it was the stone on which the victims were slaughtered; but all these hypothescs are
completely overturned by the circumstances of three sides of the stone bearing the same mark
of tools as the large uprights of the temple, and the projecting part of the base, where it rested on
the ground, remaining in its rude state, and unhewn; the fourth side, being uppermost, has been
much defaced and excavated by the continual effect of water on it for a long succession of years.
This we proved by digging so completely under it, as to be able to examine the undermost side of
the stone, where we found fragments of stags’ horns. This stone measures in length twenty-one
feet, two inches, of which three feet, six inches being under ground, the height of the stone,
when upright, was seventeen feet, eight inches. The distance from the first stone in the avenue
to the second stone at the entrance into the area, was about one hundred feet, and the distance
between that and the outside of the stone circle, was nearly the same. The distance from the
vallum to the temple is also one hundred feet, as well as the inner diameter of the temple; so that
the Britons seemed partial to the proportion of one hundred feet, baving adopted it in so many
important parts of their building.

There are two small stones within the vallum, and adjoining it, whose uses have never been
satisfactorily defined. The one on the South-east side is near nine feet high, and has fallen on
its base backwards on the vallum: the other on the North-west side is not quite four feet high ;
both rude and unhewn. There are also two small tumuli ditched round, so as to resemble exca-
vations, adjoining the agger; they are very slightly elevated above the surface, and deserve parti-
cular notice, as they may give rise to some curious and not improbable conjectures. Dr. Stukeley
supposes them to bave been the places where two stone vases were set; and the stones before
mentioned to have been two altars for some particular rites, which he does not, however, take
upon himself to explain. Here our learned Doctor gets out of his depth, as do others, who sup-
pose these cavities to have been destined to hold the blood of victims. On minute investigation
you will plainly see, that the vallum of the agger surrounding the work bas been evidently cur-
tailed, by forming the tumulus on the North-west side of the circle, which induced us to open it;
when, much to our surprise, we found within it a simple interment of burned bones; from
whence we may fairly infer, that this sepulchral barrow existed on the Plain, I will not venture
to say before the construction of Stonehenge, but probably before the ditch was thrown up; and
1 scarcely know how we can separate the @ra of the one from the other. We also opened the
other fumulus on the South-east side, but found nothing in it. You will perceive that I have
marked only one adi¢ to the temple on my plan; for I am satisfied with Stukeley, that the other
two supposed entrances are modern works, and made by the frequent intercourse of carriages.

The plate No. 2, represents a ground-plan of the Temple, divested of all its appendages. To
render it more intelligible, I have distinguished the fallen stones from those that remain in their
original position, by representing the former as prostrate, and by engraving the latter with a
darker stroke, and as, hitherto, the trilithons or imposts have never been represented in any plaa,
I have thought fit to insert those that remain; but I beg it may be understood, that by so doing,
I have been obliged to deviate a little from true perspective, as, if drawn to a scale with the rest of
the stones, they would totally cover the uprights on which they rest.

Let us now approach this mpysterious building, and enter within its hallowed precincts.
“ When you enter the building,” says Stukeley, “whether on foot or horseback, and cast your
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eyes around upon the yawning ruins, you are struck into an extatic reverte, which none can
describe, and they only can be sensible of, that feel it. Other buildings fall by piecemeal; but
here a single stone is a ruin, and lies like the baughty carcase of Goliath. Yet there is as much
of it undemolished, as enables us sufficiently to recover its form, when it was in its most perfect
state: there is enough of every part to preserve the idea of the whole. When we advance further,
the dark part of the ponderous imposts over our heads, the chasm of sky between the jambs of the
Cell, the odd construction of the whole, and the greatness of every part, surprises. We may well
cry out in the poet’s words, ¢ Tantum religio potuit !’ If you look upon the perfect part, you fancy
entire quarries mounted up into the air; if upon the rude havock below, you see, as it were, the
bowels of 2 mountain turned inside outwards.” At first sight all is amazement and confusion; the
eye is surprised, the mind bewildered. The stones begin now, and not before, to assume their
proper grandeur, and the interior of the temple, hitherto blinded by an uniform exterior, displays a
most singular variety and gigantic magnificence. But such is the dilapidation, and such the con-
fusion of the displaced fragments, that no one who has not, as I may say, got the plan by heart,
can possibly replace them in imagination according to their original destination. To obviate these
difficulties and assist the antiquary in developing this labyrinth of Stones, I bave annexed a cor-
rect plan of them as they now stand, which would be rendered more perspicuous at first. sight, if
each circle as well as oval, were distinguished by a separate colour.

The Temple consists of two circles and two ovals; the two latter constituting the Cell or Sanctum.
The outward circle, about three hundred feet in circumference, is composed of huge upright stones,
bearing others over them which form a kind of architrave. Though they evidently shew the mark
of tools, they are still irregular in their forms and sizes. The height of the stones on each side the
entrance is a little more than thirteen feet, and the breadth of one, seven feet, and of the other six
feet, four inches: the impost over them is about two feet, eight inches deep. The space between
the stones in this outward circle varies; that between the entrance stones is five feet, and rather
wider than the rest. This circle consisted originally of thirty stones, of which seventeen still
remain standing. At the distance of eight feet, three inches® from the inside of this outward circle,
we find another composed of smaller stones, rude and irregular in their shapes. Dr. Stukeley is
certainly accurate in his conjectures, when, contrary to the opinion of preceding writers, he states
the number of stones of which this circle consisted to be forty, and not thirty. This fact may be
satisfactorily proved by measuring the space occupied by the stones belonging to this circle, No.
17, 18,19, 20, which stand, as well as No. 1, nearly in their original position, and by which it will
be clearly seen, that the number of the whole circle must have been forty. Some few particulari-
ties in this circle deserve notice. Dr. Stukeley in his ground-plan of StoneAenge has placed the
two stones at the entrance into this circle, No. 1 and 20, a little within the range of the others,
observing, “ that the two stones of the principal entrance of this circle, correspondent to that of the
outward circle, are broader and taller, and set at a greater distance from each other, being rather
more than that of the principal entrance in the outer circle. It is evident, too, that they are set
somewhat more inward than the rest; so-as that their outward face stands in the line that marks
the inper circumference of the inner circle.” This remark is just, but the lines are rather exag-

* I bave taken this messurement across from No. 4, to the South-east side of the temple, where the stones still remain
in their original position; but this inner circle is not placed exactly in the centre between the trilithons of the outward
and inner circle, as the distance between No. 4 and B 1, is ten feet, four inches.
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gerated on his plan ; and I doubt if it was originally intended that these two stones should retire
within the adjoining circle. No. 1, retires nine feet, ten inches from the outward circle; No. 20,
ten feet; No. 18, nine feet; and No. 17, eight feet, eight inches. No. 2, appears to have belonged
to this circle, and to have been the impost of a small trilithon. Might there not bave been another
in the vacant space on the opposite side to correspond with it? Of this circle, originally cousisting
of forty stones, traces remain only of twenty; and it is rather doubtful whether No. 15, belonged to
it, being so far removed out of its line ; but from the circumstance of its being a very rude stone,
and those of the inner oval in general being better shaped, 1 am inclined to think it is properly
numbered on our Plan.

We now come to the grandest part of our Temple, the Cell or Sanctum ; in forming which, the
general plan has been varied; for this inner temple represents two-thirds of a large oval, and a
concomitant small oval, as in the outward temple we find a large and a small circle. The large
oval is formed by five pair of trilithons, or two large upright stones, with a third laid over them as
an impost. The placing of tbe imposts is also varied, for they are not continued all round, as in
the outward circle, but are divided into pairs, thereby giving a great lightness to the work, and
breaking its uniformity; neither are they like those of the outward circle, parallel at the top; but
they rise gradually in height from East to West, as will be seen by the following admeasurement:
Trilithon B, is sixteen feet, three inches high ; trilithon C, is seventeen feet, two inches high ; and
trilithon D, is twenty-one feet, six inches high: thus we see the progressive height of the trilithons
to be sixteen feet, three ; seventeen feet, two, and twenty-one feet, six inches : D 1, being fallen, we
are enabled to ascertain how deep they were fixed in the ground, and in what manner. A rude
projecting portion of the stone was left at its base, by which it was secured in the soil, and small
fragments of stone and pounded chalk were rammed in to steady it. This fallen stone is broken
in two pieces ; one fragment measures twelve feet, four inches ; the other nine feet, five inches, and
the part sunk in the ground four feet, six inches—making a total height of twenty-six feet, three
inches; so that Stukeley errs in making their length thirty feet. The impost of trilithon E
measures sixteen feet, four inches in length; the distance betiween the mortises being nine feet,
seven inches. The impost belonging to this trilithon (D 3, likewise prostrate,) was fifteen feet, six
inches long. The present age has to lament the fall of trilithon E, which took place on the 3d of

January, 1797.*

“ Recidit in solidam, longo post tempore, terram
Poudus, et exibuit junctam cum viribus artem.”

One of these uprights measures twenty-one feet, four inches, and the other twenty-one fect, three
inches ; deducting from which four feet, or rather more, the length under ground, we still find this
pair of trilithons correspond with those opposite C |, as we find also the trilithon F 2, now stand-
ing, corresponding in beight nearly with the opposite one B ; the one being sixteen fect, three
inches, and the other nearly the same. Thus we see a great degree of regularity pervading the plan
of this building, and the approach to the altar rendered more striking by the trilithons rising gradu-
ally as you advance towards it. Before I conclude my account of this grand oval, let me call your
attention to the leaning stone, D 2, which is nine feet out of the perpendicular. This stone, in the

® An account of the fall of this trilithon, with two views representing it in its original, and in its fallen state. was
drawn up by Dr. Maton, and published in the Archaeologia, Vol XIII.
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artist’s eye, from its singular position and bold tenon, forms one of the most picturesque features of
the building, by breaking the uniformity of the upright lines :
“ Jam jam lapsura cadentique
Immiact assimilis.”

It is also singular how, with such a vast projection, and the bearing of only four feet and a half
in the ground, it should so long have retained its situation and continued unmoved at the great
concussion which the foundation must have sustained on the falling of the three stones in 1797.
The situation of this stone, with regard to the ribbed one, No. 26, deserves also notice: the large
upright seems to be supported by the smaller oune, but on'close examination I almost doubted if it
did; the adhesion or counexion between them is just sufficient to swear by; and that is all. The
trilithons of this oval are evidently finer stones, and more regular in their forms, than those of the
outward circle, and the leaning stoue above the altar, exceeds all the rest in beauty. The third
stone, C 1, is next; and the finest impost is the one over the trilithons C 1, and C 2. Some of
these, as well as others in the outward circle, taper from their base towards the top.

It now remains for me to describe the inner oval, which, according to Dr. Stukeley, consisted
originally of nineteen stones, of which I still see traces of eleven, viz. from No.21 to 31. They
are much smoother and taller than those of the iuner circle of small stoues, and incline to the
pyramidical form. The most perfect of these is No. 23, which is seven feet and a half high, twenty-
three inches wide at the base, aud decreases to twelve inches at the top. The stone No. 26,
deserves notice from baving a groove cut all down it; for what purpose, no rational conjecture
has ever yet been formed ; its shape also varies somewhat from that of its companions, as it bevils
off almost to an angle on the inner side. The altar-stone is fifteen feet long, and almost totally
covered by the fall of one of the large upright stones and its impost, across it. The inside
diameter of this whole building is about one hundred feet; and the width of the entrance into the
Cell, from the trilithons B and F, forty-three feet; and the distance from the altar-stone to the
entrance into the temple, fifty-seven feet, four inches.

Having described with accuracy the form and measurement of this celebrated temple, it may
not be uninteresting to my readers to hear something about the nature of the stones that composed
it. The large upright stone close to the turnpike road, and one lying flat on the ground, which
has been called the “ slaughtering stone;” the two small stones near the vallum, as well as all
the great stones composing the outward circle, and the five trilithons of the grand oval, are ail
sarsen stones, collected from the surface of the Wiltshire downs. Dr. Stukeley informs us, that
this word is Phcenician, and signifies a rock ; what is now understood by sarsen, is a stone drawn
from the native quarry in its rude state.® It is generally supposed that these stones were brought
from the neighbourhood of Abury, in North Wiltshire; and the circumstance of three stones still

® < In regard to the natural history of these stones,” says Stukeley, * the whole country hereabouts is a solid body
of chalk, covered with a most delicate turf. As this chalky matter hardened at creation, it spewed out the most solid
body of the stones, of greater specific gravity than itself; and, assisted by the centrifuge power, owing to the rotation
of the globe upon its axis, threw them upon its surface, where they now lie” A more modern naturulist has supposed
that a stratum of sand, containing these stones, once covered the chalk land, and at the deluge this stratum was
washed off from the surface, and the stones left behind. Certain it is, that we find them dispersed over a great part of
our chalky district; and they are particularly numerous between Abury and Marlborongh; but the celebrated fiekl
called from them the Grey Wethers, no longer presents even a single stone; for they have all been broken to pieces fos

building, and for repairing the rouds.
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cxisting in that direction,® is adduced as a corroborating proof of that statement. They are cer-
tainly of the same nature as those in the neighbourhood of Marlborough, and are a fine-grained
species of silicious sand-stone.

In the inncr circle, the inner oval, and the altar, we find a material difference in the pature of the
stones. No. 1,2, 3,4,5,6,7,8, 10,12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29,
and 30, are an aggregate of quartz, feldspar, chlorite, and hornblende; No. 9 is a silicious schist ;
No. 11, 17, 19, are hornstone, with small specks of feldspar and pyrites. The altar-stone is a mi-
caccous fine-grained sandstone, and measures about fifteen feet in length.

The area of this temple has naturally excited the investigation of the curious ; but no important
discoveries have been made. Stukeley tells us, that a tablet of tin was found there in the time of
King Henry VIIL, inscribed with many letters, but in so strange a character, that the most learned
antiquaries of the age could make nothing out of it. Some have called it Punic, others Irish ; and
the Doctor says, “it was no doubt a memorial of the founders, written by the Druids.” Mr. Inigo
Jones says, that the cover of a thuribulum, or incense-cup, was found within the area : and Stukeley
tells us, that the heads of oxen and other animal bones were found there. In more modern times
we have found, on digging, several fragments of Roman, as well as of coarse British pottery; parts
of the head and horns of deer and other animals, and a large barbed arrow-head of iron. Dr.
Stukeley says, that he dug close to the altar, and, at the depth of one foot, came to the solid chalk.
Mr. Cunnington also dug about the same place to the depth of nearly six feet, and found the chalk
had been moved to that depth ; and, at about the depth of three feet, he found some Roman pottery,
and at the depth of six feet, some pieces of sarsen stones, three fragments of coarse half-baked
pottery, and some charred wood. After what Stukeley has said of finding the marl solid at the depth
of one foot, the above discoveries will naturally lead us to suppose, that some persons, since his time,
had dug into the same spot ; yet after getting down about two feet, there was less and less vegetable
mould, till we reached the solid chalk ; some small pieces of bone, a little charred wood, and some
fragments of coarse pottery were intermixed with the soil. In digging into the ditch that surrounds
the area, Mr. Cunnington found similar remnants of antiquity; and in the waggon tracks, near
Stonehenge, you frequently meet with chippings of the stones of which the temple was constructed.
Soon after the fall of the great trilithon, in 1797, Mr. Cunnington dug out some of the earth that
had fallen into the excavation, and found a fragment of fine black Roman pottery, and since that,
another piece in the same spot; but I have no idea that this pottery ever lay beneath the stones,
but probably in the earth adjoining the trilithon, and, after the downfal of the latter, fell with the
mouldering earth into the excavation. The only conclusion we can draw from the circumstaace of
finding Roman pottery on this ground is, that this temple was in existence at the period when that
species of earthenware was made use of by the Britons in our island.

The Plate No. 3, consists of four ground-plans. There is a striking difference betwixt the plans
of Inigo Jones (not here given) and Mr. Wood, both architects by profession. They agree as to
the outward circle; but Mr. Wood makes the second circle consist of only twenty-nine instead of
thirty stones. They differ totally in the two next ranges : the former giving the Cell the form of an
hexagon ; the latter making it partly circular and partly straight. The former states the number of
the stones in the third range to be twelve, and the small stones to be eighteen: the latter (like
Stukeley) states the large stones to be ten, and the smaller nineteen ; but he places them in a very
different form. It is somewhat singular, that of all those who have given plans of Stonehenge, the

® The one in Durrington Field ; another in Bulford River ; and another in Bulford Field
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very two men who, from their profession, as architects, ought to have been the most accurate,
should have been the wmost inaccurate; for on comparing their plans with our ground-plan of the
stones now remaining, you will immediately be convinced that the third and fourth ranges of
stones could never have assumed an hexagonal figure, nor the figure designed by Wood.*

In the plans lain down by Dr. Stukeley and Dr. Smith, we see a great concurrency of opinion,
and a much nearer approach to correctness. They agree as to the number of stones in the great
ciccle and great oval, and very nearly as to their position. Dr. Stukeley makes the number of
stones in the large circle to be forty, and the small oval nineteen. Dr. Smith makes those of the
small circle to be thirty, and of the small oval thirteen ; for he supposes a pair of small trilithons
on each side, one impost only of which remains, and is marked No. 2 in the ground-plan; but Dr.
Stukeley includes the impost in his second circle. The following letter, received from Mr. Cun-
nington, has induced me to add another plan of Stonehenge, which forms Plate No. 7.

¢ On viewing the remains of this monument of the Britons, I bave been surprised that the
following question never occurred to those writers who have considered this subject, viz., ¢ Why did
the Britons, in erecting Stonehenge, make use of two kinds of stone, which are totally dissimilar to
each other?’ Any person versed in mineralogy, will perceive that the stones on the outside of the
work, those composing the outward circle and its imposts, as well as the five large trilithons, are
all of that species of stone called sarsen, which is found in the neighbourhood ; whereas the inner
circle of small upright stones, and those of the interior oval, are composed of granite, hornstone, &c.,
most probably brought from some part of Devonshire or Cornwall, as I know not where such
stones could be procured at a nearer distance.t

“ In considering the subject, I have been led to suppose that Stonehenge was raised at different
teras ; that the original work consisted of the outward circle and its imposts, and of the inner oval
of large trilithons ; and that the smaller circle and oval, of inferior stones, were raised at a later
period ; for they add nothing to the general grandeur of the temple, but rather give a littleness to
the whole; and more particularly so, if, according to Smith, you add the two small trilithons of

ite.”
grx;ntun much pleased with this new idea respecting Stonehenge, which, to use a well-known Italian
proverb, ¢ Se non 2 vero, & ben trovato,”—If not true, is well imagined; for it is not like many
others, founded on idle conjecture, but has some rational ground to rest upon. In erecting this
mighty structure, its builders would naturally select for that purpose the materials nearest at hand :
such were the sarsens which compose the grandest part of the work, viz., the outward circle and
large oval; and why, with these materials, acquireable at no great distance, (for at that early

* Here three lines of Sir R. C. Hoare’s description are left out, because Inigo Jones’s plan, to which only they refer,
is not given, but Mr. Waltire’s is given in the place of it.

+ The suthor of this work broke off a small part of one of the uprights of the inner oval, which he got pol-
ished, and submitted it to nne of the first geologists in London, who, on seeing it, withous Aaving: the least suspicinn
where it came from, said, it looked like an African stone, but if it were British, he thought it must have come from
Anglesey. This stone is in the collection of the Geological Society, to which the author gave it. He was told in the
eountry thut the tradition was, that these stones were brought by magicians from Africa to Ireland, but that not liking
their residence there, or for some other reason, unknown to the author, the magicians brought them to Salisbury Plain.
This reminds the author of the Casn Santa and its travels, which some people doubt. He gives no opinion respecting
the travels of temples, but leaves every one to believe what he thinks credible. In the course of this work annther
travelling stone will be noticed, o that such travellers bave been thought not uncommon.
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period the plains adjoining Stonehenge might very probably have furnished stones sufficiently large,)
should the architects have sought materials for the small circle and small oval in such distant coun-
ties? This difference in the stones is a strong argument in favour of Mr. Cunnington’s conjecture ;
for had the Britons erected the temple at one and the same period, they would most naturally have,
made use of the native, not of foreign, materials. And in viewing this new-supposed plan of
Stonehenge, divested of its unmeaning pigmy pillars of granite, and diminutive trilithons, we be-
hold a most majestic and mysterious pile, unconfused in its plan, simple and grand in its architec-
ture, most awful and imposing in its effect. Such, indeed, is the general fascination imposed on all
those who view it, that no one can quit its precincts without feeling strong sensations of surprise
and admiration. The ignorant rustic will, with a vacant stare, attribute it to the giants, or the mighty
arch-fiend ; and the antiquary, equally uninformed as to its origin, will regret that its history is
veiled in perpetual obscurity. The artist, on viewing these enormous masses, will wonder that art
could thus rival nature in magnificence and picturesque effect. Even the most indifferent passen-
ger over the Plain must be attracted by the solitary and magnificent appearance of these ruins ;
and all with one accord will exclaim, “ How grand! How wonderful! How incomprehensible !*’

The next object that attracts our attention is the Avenue. It is a narrow strip of land, bounded
on cach side by a slight agger of earth. On referring to the map of the environs of Stonehenge,
where its situation and form will be best seen, you will perceive that it issues from the N.E. en-
grance of the temple ; then crossing the turnpike road, proceeds in a straight line towards a valley,
where it divides into two branches, the one leading in a gentle curve towards the Cursus, the other
directing its course in a direct line up the hill between two rows of barrows, planted with fir-trees.
The most northern group has been called by Stukeley the okl King Barrows; the opposite group
the new King Barrows ; and under these titles I have distinguished them in my map. The former
are lower and flatter in their construction than the latter, which increase in height with the ground
towards the South.

In the eye of the antiquary, they are much disfigured by the clumps of Scotch firs planted upon
them, though at the same time secured from the researches of his spade. More than an usual
regularity is preserved in the disposal of these fumuli; and I must here call the attention of my
readers to the map, where they will perceive them ranged in a semicircular line, and a passage
decidedly left for the Avenue, of which traces are still evident as far as this spot; but it has after-
wards been obliterated by tillage in its passage through Amesbury Park. Here again we bave
another proof of Stonekenge and its Avenue having been formed prior to the surrounding barrows,
and we see a rude attempt at symmetry in the seven barrows, arranged in two separate lines,
which flank the avenue (like wings) on its ascending the summit of the hill. Dr. Stukeley sup-
poses that the avenue continued its course in a direct line to Radfyn farm,*® on the banks of the
Avon, and from thence to Haradon Hill, a lofty eminence on the opposite side; but even in his
time, the traces of it were not distinguishable much farther than at present. The length of the
avenue from the ditch round Stonehenge to the spot where it branches off, is five hundred and
ninety-four yards; and from thence it is visible about eight hundred and fourteen yards up

the hill.
The Northern branch appears undoubtedly to lead towards the cursus, though its traces become

* I imagine the word Rad/fyn is derived from the British word RAyd, a ford, and fs, a boundary, as it is situsted om
the banks of the River Avon.
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very faint soon after it has quitted the eastern line up the hill. It seems to have pursued a bending
course towards the cursus, but I could not perceive that it pointed to any decided opening in
that work.

We are now led to the Cursus, or the Race-Course of the Britons, a most interesting and perfect
relic of antiquity. It is situated north of Stonehenge, and extends in a line from East to West.
According to Mr. Crocker’s measurement, its length is one mile, five furlongs, and one hundred
and seventy-six yards; its breadth one hundred and ten yards. The head of it, which is towards
the east, is marked by a mound of earth, resembling a long barrow, which extends across the
whole cursus. Here the spectators of the Race were seated, and a more eligible post could not
bave been chosen; for the ground descends from hence at first in a very gentle slope, and then
ascends a slight hill, affording to the spectators a most comprehensive view of the whole course.

Some few particularities attend this cursus, which deserve notice. At the distance of fifty-five
yards from the eastern end, which is terminated, as I bave before said, by an oblong elevated
mound, you evidently perceive the termination of the course rounded off, as if the horses or cha-
riots made a turn at this spot; and at the distance of six hundred and thirty-eight yards from this
end, are two entrances into the area of the cursus, opposite to each other; and eight hundred and
twenty-five yards further on, the vallum has been much broken down by the continual track of
waggons; and to this spot Dr, Stukeley supposes the northern branch of the avenue from Stone-
henge pointed.

At a short distance from the western extremity, a slight bank runs across the cursus; and
between it and the end, which is rounded off, there are two barrows irregularly placed within the
area. This bank cannot be accounted for satisfactorily; for we can bardly suppose, that if the
chariots started from the east end, they would drive over this bank to the termination of the course
at the west end. The elevated mound at the east end, seems to announce that to have been the
seat of honour; and the superior view which it commands of the whole extent of the course, fully
corroborates that supposition. We are again assured, that a bank across the end of the cursus
formed a part of the general plan of these places of amusement, by a second example in the smaller
adjoining cursus ; and we also see that the barrows, within the area of the larger cursus, were not
placed there as mets, (as in the Roman circus,) for there are none within the area of the smaller
cursus. They probably stood on that ground long before the formation of this course, and being
between the bank and the end, could not have impeded the races, as I can never suppose that the
chariots passed over the bank : they might, perbaps, bave started from this end; and in that case
the bank would prove no impediment to their career.

The plan, both of the large and small cursus, corresponds so much with that of the Roman
circus, that I feel inclined to think that the formation of these on our Wiltshire downs, took
place after the settlement of the Romans in our island, and that they cannot be deemed of British
origin.

Quitting Stonehenge, with its appendant antiquities, and pursuing our inquiries towards Ames-
bury, we find three fumuli situate between the avenue and the turnpike road. No. 24 is a very
flat barrow, in which were the skeletons of an adult and a child, deposited in a very shallow cist, and
which bad been disturbed by a prior opening. No. 25 is a wide bowl-shaped barrow, in which
we find, within a shallow cist, a skeleton with its head towards the north, and a drinking-cup by
its right side, and near it a neatly-formed pin, or needle of bone. No. 26 is situated on the borders
of the turnpike road, and produced a large interment of burned bones on the floor, with a cone
c
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of jet, two oblong beads of the same substance, eighteen of amber, and a very small cone of
the same.

From hence the road to Amesbury leads us, on the edge of the Duke of Queensbury’s park,
through an ancient earthen work, commonly called Vespasian's Camp, which shall be described in
my next Iter.

Iter. II. Vespasian's Camp. This extensive work is generally supposed to be Roman, and has,
as well as the neighbouring camp of Yarnbury, been attributed by Stukeley to the Emperor Ves-
pasian. That this great general occupied one or both of them, during his conflicts with the Belge,
is not unlikely; but that he constructed either of them is very improbable, as they bear no resem-
blance whatever to the camps formed by the Romans. This was originally the strong hold of those
numerous Britons who inhabited the plains around Stonehenge, an asylum in times of danger for
their wives, children, and cattle; such as our experience has taught us existed all over our downs,
and especially near those districts selected by the Britons for their residence. Such we find at
Yarnbury, Amesbury, and Everley, in this immediate neighbourhood, and such we find dispersed
all over our county. These camps were afterwards taken possession of by the succeeding nations
of Romans, Danes, and Saxons, as occasion and necessity required; and to the more mmodern
conquerors we chiefly may attribute the immense ramparts and outworks added to the original and
more simple work of the Britons.

This camp occupies the apex of a hill, surrounded on two sides, east and south, by the river
Avon. It comprehends within its area thirty-nine acres, extends in length from south to north,
and terminates in a narrow-rounded angle at the latter point. It was surrounded by a single
vallum, which has been much mutilated on the east side in forming the pleasure-grounds of Ames-
bury park. The ramparts on the western side, towards Stonehenge, are very bold and perfect.
It appears to have had two entrances, north and south ; the former still remains perfect and un-
doubted. The area is planted and fancifully disposed in avenues, walks, &c.; near the principal
one of which, and on the highest ground, is the appearance of a barrow, but much disfigured in
its form.

From this camp, I shall direct my steps to the old and new Kings’ Barrows, near the former of
which is a solitary tumulus, No. 27, which appeared to have had a prior opening, and to have con-
tained, originally, the skeletons of two adults and two children. Round the arm of one of the
former was an ornamented bracelet of brass, which the labourers unfortunately trod upon, before
they perceived it, and broke it into three pieces, but it has been repaired, and preserved in our
Museum.

On our approaching the Cursus, we find a numerous continuation of barrows, flanking the
southern side of it; the first of which is No. 28, and one of those opened by Lord Pembroke, in
the year 1723, as well as No. 29, of which I shall copy the account given by Stukeley, in his de-
scription of Stonehenge, page 44.

“ In the year 1723, by Thomas Earl of Pembroke’s order, I began upon a barrow north of
Stonehenge, in that group south of the cursus. It is one of the double barrows there, and the
more easterly and lower of the two; likewise somewhat less. It was reasonable to believe this
was the sepulchre of 2 man and his wife; and that the lesser was the female; and so it proved, at
least a daughter. We made a large cut on the top, from east to west, and after the turf was
taken off, we camne to the layer of chalk, then to fine garden mould. About three feet below the
surface was a layer of flints, humouring the convexity of the barrow, These flints are gathered
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from the surface of the downs in some places, especially where it has been ploughed. This being
about a foot thick, rested on a soft layer of mould another foot, in which was inclosed an urn full
of bones. The urn was of unbaked clay, of a dark reddish colour, and crumbled into pieces. It
had been rudely wrought with small mouldings round the verge, and other circular channels on
the outside, with several indentures between, made with a pointed tool. The bones had been
burned, and crowded all together in a little heap, not so much as a hat-crown would contain. It
appears to have been a girl of about fourteen years old, by their bulks, and the great quantity of
female ornaments mixed with the bones, all which we gathered. Beads of all sorts, and in great
number, of glass of divers colours, mostly yellow, one black; many single, many in long pieces
notched between, so as to resemble a string of beads, and these were generally of a blue colour.
There were many of amber, of all shapes and sizes ; flat squares, long squares, round, oblong, little
and great. Likewise many of earth, of different shapes, magnitude, and colour; some little and
white, many large and flattish like a button, others like a pulley; but all had holes to run a string
through, either through their diameter or sides. Many of the button sort seem to bave been
covered with metal, there being a rim worked in them, wherein to turn the edge of the covering,
One of these was covered with a thin film of pure gold. These were the young lady’s ornaments,
and all had undergone the fire, so that what would easily consume fell to pieces as soon as bandled ;
much of the amber was burned half through. This person was a heroine, for we found the head of
her javelin in brass. At the bottom are two holes for the pins that fastened it to the staff. Besides,
there was a sharp bodkin, round at one end, square at the other, where it went into a handle. I
still preserve whatever is permanent of these trinkets ; but we recomposed the ashes of the illus-
trious defunct, and covered them with earth, leaving visible marks at the top of the barrow having
been opened, to dissuade any other from again disturbing them ; and this was our practice in all
the rest.

¢ Then we opened the next barrow to it, inclosed in the same ditch, which we supposed to be
that of the husband or father of this lady. At fourteen inches deep, the mould being mixed with
chalk, we came to the entire skeleton of a man ; the skull and all the bones exceedingly rotten, and
perished through length of time, though this was a barrow of the latest sort, as we conjecture.
The body lay north and south, the head to the north.”

Not discouraged by the external appearances, and convinced by experience that all interments
found near the surface were subsequent deposits, Mr. Cunnington, in 1803, explored the second
twmulus, by making a section rather to the south of the centre, when, at the depth of six feet, he
came to the floor of the barrow, which was covered with ashes ; and on digging still further to the
south, he found a fine oblong cist, about eighteen inches deep, fiteen inches wide, and two feet
long, and in it a complete interment of burned bones, and with them six beads apparently of horn,
four of which were perforate. the other two were circular, and rather flat, but all appeared as
though they had been burned. Dr. Stukeley made the same observation respecting the articles
found in the other barrow; but he must have been mistaken as to the amber, for we know that
fire would entirely consume it.

No. 30. A beautiful bell-shaped barrow, and the largest of this group. It measured in diameter,
from ditch to ditch, one hundred and thirty-one feet, and fifteen feet in elevation. The superior
size and beauty of this fumulus particularly excited our curiosity, and raised our expectations of
success ; but alas! after immense labour in throwing out the earth, to the depth of fifteen feet, we
found only a simple interment of burned bones, unaccompanied by any urn, arms, or trinkets.

c2
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The relics were piled up in a little heap upon the floor where the body had been burned, and close
to a small circular cist or cinerarium, which contained black ashes, intermixed with some small
fragments of bone. No. 31, a bowl-shaped barrow, one hundred and four feet in base diameter,
and seventy-one and a half in elevation, produced on its floor an interment of burned bones with a
small spear-head: and No. 32, a fine bell-shaped barrow, contained only a simple interment of
burned bones. No. 33 is a kind of Druid barrow, presenting an area of seventy-eight feet diameter,
surrounded by a fine vallum without the ditch, but having no elevation, as usual, in the centre.
Deprived of this index to the place of interment, we expected much trouble in finding it; but our
workmen luckily hit on the very spot; and, at the depth of two feet, found a circular cist, con-
taining a deposit of burned bones, together with a great many beads. Some of them were pulley
beads of glass, two of stone, another of a transparent horn-like substance ; but the most were of
amber, and much decayed. No. 34 has had a prior opening ; and in No. 35 we could not find the
interment. No. 36. The contents of this barrow, in some degree, recompensed us for our dis-
appointment in the two last. [t produced three human skeletons, laid from north to south, and
immediately one over the other; the first about two feet deep; the second on a level with the
adjoining soil. Close to the right side of the head of this last skeleton was a drinking-cup, and
with it a considerable quantity of something that appeared like decayed leather. Six feet lower
lay the third, with which was found a drinking-cup. When throwing out the bones of this skeleton,
we had a strong proof how well they are preserved when deposited deep in the chalk, as they would
bear being thrown to a considerable distance without breaking. The teeth were perfectly white,
and not one of them unsound; but the most remarkable circumstance was, finding a piece of the
skull, about five inches broad, that had been apparently sawn off, for I do not think that any knife
could have cut it off in the manner in which this was done. No. 37. In this barrow we found only
a large oblong cist, full of black ashes, and a few burned human bones ; and in No. 38, after much
labour, we missed the interment. No. 39 is a bowl-shaped tumulus, adjoining the south side of
the cursus. It is seventy-eight feet in diameter, and at this time nearly seven feet in elevation,
although it has been some years under tillage. This interesting barrow had experienced a prior,
but a partial opening, and one skeleton, with a drinking-cup, had been disturbed. On reaching
the floor, we discovered another skeleton, lying with its head due north, which, from the size of
the bones, and the great quantity of beads attending the interment, we conceived to have been
that of a female ; and several of these being found near the neck, confirmed, in some degree, this
opinion. Close to the head stood a kind of bason, neatly ornamented round the verge, but un-
fortunately broken into several pieces. On removing the head, we were much surprised to find
that it rested upon a drinking-cup, that had been placed at the feet of another skeleton, and which
was interred in an oblong cist two feet deep, and lying also from north to south. With the
drinking-cup were a spear-head of flint and a singular stone.

In this tumulus, three persons were interred ; the primary deposit must, of course, bave been the
skeleton lying in a cist, excavated within the chalk ; the second was probably the wife of this
person, lying with her head at his feet; and the third and last might bave been their son. The
drinking-cup, found at the feet of the primary interment, is large, and holds more than a quart; it
resembles in form and manufacture many of the others, is made out of poor clay, intermixed with
bits of chalk, yet it is profusely ornamented, and in a different style from any we have yet seen. How
such a multitude of indentations could be put on the surface while the clay retained its flexibility
is surprising ; for it is very clear, that these ornaments were put on singly, and most probably by a
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bone instrument. The sharpness and nicety to which this spear-head of flint as well as the arrows
of the same material have been chipped, must also strike the attention of every observer. Yet we
know them to have been made use of, by all barbarians, for destructive purposes. Neither must
the aforementioned stone be passed over unnoticed ; it is very neatly polished, feels silky, and, at
first sight, looks something like fossil wood: it is striped irreghlarly, with dark green and white.
Mr. Cunnington thinks it is of that species of stone called by Kirwan, ¢ligniformed asbestos,” and
that it may have been considered by the Britons as of high value, from its supposed virtues.

No. 40, in point of size, may be called the Monarch of the Plain, being evidently the largest
barrow upon it; and its history still remains veiled in obscurity. The first time we opened it by
a very large section, and examined well the floor; but though we perceived symtoms of cremation,
in charred wood, &c., we could not discover the primary interment. Nor were our subsequent
researches more favourable, and we still remain in ignorance. Perhaps some future antiquary may
be more fortunate ; and such is the caprice of ancient sepulture, that the deposit may be found near
the top, as in the instance of our flint barrow at Kingston Deverill. No. 41 produced an inter-
ment of burned bones. No. 42, nearly opposite the last-mentioned barrow, but on the south side
of the turnpike road, is a neat circular tumulus, sixty-six feet in diameter, and six feet in elevation,
which was opened in 1803, and produced, within a circular cist, an interment of burned boces, and
a brass pin with part of its handle, deposited in a neat and perfect urn. No. 43 and No. 44. These
two barrows are included within the boundaries of the cursus, and very near the western end of
it. In opening the first of these, our labourers discovered, at the depth of three feet, the skeleton
of an adult, with a drinking-cup, and, on the floor of the barrow, another of a child. We afterwards,
in a shallow cist, found the third skeleton of a man, lying with his head to the north; and close to
it, on the right-band side, was a curious pebble, and under his left hand was a dagger of brass. The
pebble is kidney-formed, of the sardonyx kind, striated transversely with alternate spaces, that give
it the appearance of belts ; besides these strie, it is spotted all over with very small white specks,
and, after dipping it into water, it assumes a sea-green colour. In the adjoining barrow, No. 44,
we found only a simple interment of burned bones.—The next barrows that occur in our Iter west-
ward, are three in number, placed nearly in a parallel line to each other. No. 45, 46, 47, all of
which proved uninteresting in their contents. The first and last produced simple interments of
burned bones; the second, a rude urn with cremation. No. 48, a Druid barrow, contained an
interment of burned bones, with a brass pin. No. 49 is a long barrow. No. 50 is a circular bowl-
shaped barrow, in the examination of which we experienced much perplexity, although not uncom-
mon, owing to the Britons having adopted so many modes of burial. At the depth of five feet, we
found a regular sératum of flints, intermixed with black vegetable mould; on removing which we
came to the floor of the barrow, in which some excavations had been made, and channels formed.
One of these was connected with the cist, which contained a skeleton lying from south to north;
in another channel, we found a large branch of a stag’s horn, and in a little corner, we took out a
shovelful of bones, intermixed with earth, which were broken almost as small as chaff. Near the
feet of the skeleton lay a considerable quantity of very small bones of birds or mice. The day
being far advanced, we did not pursue all the channels, and it is very probable that this barrow
may contain other skeletons. No. 51, a fine bell-shaped barrow ninety-five feet in diameter, and
seven feet in elevation. At the depth of four feet and a half in the native soil, viz. eleven feet and
a half from the summit, we found two skeletons with their heads laid towards the north; the one
an adult, the other a young person, not more than about twelve years of age. No.52and 53, We
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were unsuccessful in our attempts on these two large barrows. In the former, we perceived scveral
marks of very intense fire, with some earth, quite black, and some burned to a brick colour. In the
latter, near the centre, we found a circular cist containing only ashes, but missed the primary inter-
ment. An unusual quantity of small bones, probably of birds, were dispersed about the barrow,
and, seven feet in elevation, produced ou the floor and near the centre a circular cist, about eighteen
inches wide, and one foot deep, full of wood ashes, and a few fragments of burned bones. About
two feet to the north of the above was another cist, No. 54, of an oblong form, much larger and
deeper than the other, which contained an interment of burned bones, piled up in a heap in the
centre of the cist. The next barrow, No. 53, was opened some years ago, and produced only a
simple interment of burned bones. A little on the other side of the Devizes road is a mound, which
being only a land mark is not numbered. In the adjoining large flat barrow, No. 56, we discovered
a cist, that had been previously investigated, but on opening it, the workmen found an arrow-head
of flint near the top.

I shall now direct my steps towards Amesbury, over a beautiful down, abounding with tumuli
of various descriptions. The first group that occurs, is situated near the northern limits of our
map, and is numbered from 57 to 65, and consists of four Druid and five circular barrows. As
they all bore the marks of prior opening, [ did not attempt any of them ; some had been explored
a few years ago, by Mr. Cunnington, at a time when no idea was entertained of prosecuting his
researches to the present extent, and when no very regular account was kept of his discoveries.®* We
now come to three lurge barrows on the declivity of a hill, 66, 67, 68. No. 66 is a low barrow, in
which were fragments of a human skull, of a large sepulchral umn, and a drinking-cup. No. 67 has
a very irregular and mutilated surface : each seems to have had a prior opening. No. 68 is a pond
barrow. On the opposite hill is a beautiful group of fumuli thickly strewed over a rich and verdant
down. Their perfect appearance raised our expectation of success, and the attendance of many of
my friends from Salisbury, and a beautiful day, enlivened our prospects; but we had again sad cause
to exclaim Fronti nulla fides—Trust not to outward appearances. No arrow-heads were found to
mark the profession of the British hunter; no gilded dagger to point out to ns the chieftain of the
clan; nor any necklace of amber or jet, to distinguish the British female, or to present to ber fair
descendants, who honoured us with their presence on this occasion : a few rude urns marked the
antiquity and poverty of the Britons who fixed on this spot as their mausoleum. Unproductive,
however, as were the contents of these barrows, it may not be uninteresting to the antiquary,
whom either chance or curiosity leads across these fine plains, to know their history.

No. 69 had been opened in former times by Mr. Cunnington. No. 70 contains an interment
of burned bones, deposited in an irregular cist. No. 71, a Druid barrow of the second class, or
rather bowl-shaped within a ditch, produced the skeleton of a child near the surface, and lower
down two rude sepulchral urns, the one above the other, each containing burned bones. No. 73
had been opened before by Mr. Cunnington, and produced a sepulchral urn. No. 73, a Druid
barrow of the second class, contained near the surface a skeleton, with four wooden beads near
its neck; and it appeared that another interment of burned bones had been taken out. No.74

® On referring to Mr. Cunnington’s papers, I find some accounts of these barrows. The Druid barrows had been
partially opened: in one, he found an interment, with a broken dart or lance of brass; and in another the scattered
fragments of burned bones, a few small amber rings, beads of the same, and of jet, with the point of a brass dart. In
opening the large barrow, No. 57, he found in a cist, at the depth of twelve feet from the surface, the remainder (as he
thought) of the brass dart, and with it a curious whetstone, some ivory tweezers, and some decsyed articles of bone.
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is also a Druid barrow, but the elevated mound was not in the centre of the area. It produced a
cinerarium, and ashes in a cist. No. 75 had been opened before, as well as No. 76 and 77, and in
78 we could find nothing. No. 79 had also experienced a prior opening. No. 80 is not sepulchral.
In No. 81 we discovered a large rude urn, containing an interment of burned bones. No.82 had a
cinerarium, and two simple interments of burned bones, just under the surface. No. 83 contained
a sepulchral urn, with a small brass pin. To the south of No. 80, on the opposite hill, is a Druid
barrow (not inserted in the plan), which produced a large rude urn without an interment.

In the same easterly direction, but nearer to the cursus, is another fine group of barrows, equally
inviting to the eye, but nearly as unproductive as the preceding.

No. 84 is the largest barrow in this group, and has been ploughed over. In making our section,
we found pieces of stags’ horns, pottery, and the remains of a skeleton and drinking-cup, and two
knives; but the primary interment was a skeleton, with its legs gathered up, and its hands placed
under its head. No. 85 contained originally an interment of burned bones, within a cist, but had
been opened. No.86 had also experienced the same investigation; it had a circular cist, and a
cinerarium. No. 87, a Druid barrow of the second class, contained fragments of an urn and burned
bones in a shallow circular cist. No. 88, a similar but finer barrow, produced, near the surface,
just under the turf, the fragments of a rude urn and burned bones, and, lower down, a sepulchral
urn reversed over a deposit of burned bones. No. 89 has been in tillage: it contained a skeleton,
placed in a long circular cist with its head towards the north. No. 90, in tillage, produced a large
urn rudely ornamented, and inverted over a deposit of burned bones. No. 91 contained an interment
of burned bones, deposited on the floor of the barrow; and beneath it was a deep cist, containing
abundance of ashes and charred wood, intermixed with particles of bone. No.92. In digging
down to the floor of this barrow, we discovered the remains of a skeleton, with fragments of a
funeral urn, burned bones, and some enormous pieces of stags’ horns. Within a cist, excavated
beneath the floor of the barrow, lay a skeleton with its legs gathered up, and its head placed towards
the north. No. 93 contained, near the top, an interment of burned bones, in a rude broken urn,
with a small cup; also, the remains of a skeleton, charred wood, stags’ horns, and flint apparently
prepared for warlike instruments. The primary deposit was a skeleton, with its head placed
towards the south-east, accompanied by a fine drinking-cup, richly ornamented, and in the highest
state of preservation.

No. 94 being sown with wheat could not be investigated. No. 95, 96, 97, 98 and 99, proved
totally uninteresting, and contained, chiefly, interments of burned bones. On the opposite hill,
eastward, is another group of nine barrows. No. 100 contained a simple interment of burned
bones within a circular cist. No. 101, a similar interment, accompanied with two black rings of
some bituminous substance, and one pulley bead. No. 102, an interment of burned bones in a cist,
with remnants of the cloth in which the relics were enveloped. No. 103, a deep circular cist with
ashes. No. 104 is a large flat circular barrow, which had been opened, and must have proved both
interesting and productive to those who first investigated it. In the course of our examination, we
found the bones of several skeletons, fragments of urns, and a rude instrument made from a stag’s
horn; there was also a large and deep cist. No. 105 and 106 had been opened by others. No. 107
produced a small interment of burned bones, with a pin of bone at top, and under it a pile of ashes
in a cist. No. 108 is a pond barrow.

On a rising ground to the north, and a little beyond the barn, is another group of seven barrows,
No. 109, 110, and 11J, had been investigated ; on opening the first, we found the soil intermixed rrith
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the turf, which clearly indicated a prior opening. We were deterred from making any attempt on
the second barrow, by a great cavity in its apex; and we found the third had been examined.
No. 112 is a double barrow rising towards the east, and somewhat resembling a long barrow, but
ditched all around. The lowest part had been opened, and contained an interment of burned booes.
In the other mound we found an interment of burned bones, secured by a linen cloth under a rude
urn. No. 113 had been examined before, but we found in it fragments of an urn and skeleton. No.
114 contained a deposit of burned bones and ashes, in a deep cist. No. 115 contained also a similar
interment, but had been opened before. I had for a long time viewed these two last groups of bar-
rows with satisfaction, and anticipated much pleasure and success in opening them. I had also
rescrved them for the gratification of some of my friends in the neighbourhood, who attended our
operations: judge, then, of my mortification and disappointment, in finding that many of them,
though with the most even and apparently maiden surface, had been already investigated, and
robbed of their contents; and the remainder either totally unproductive or uninteresting! Poor,
indeed, were the Britons who once inhabited these Plains; unlike their rich neighbours, whose relics
were deposited in the vicinity, and particularly on the southern side of Stonehenge; but though
disappointment attended our researches in this district, truth is obtained, and the history of these
numerous barrows remains no longer involved in obscurity. Adjoining the cursus, and nearly in a
line with it, are a few small barrows., No. 116 had been opened before. No. 117 contained a
small rude urn, with an interment of burned bones. No. 118 is a small long barrow, and produced
a deposit of burned bones and black ashes, in a neat circular cist. No. 119 contained an interment
of burned bones in a small cist. No. 120 is a pond barrow; and No. 121 produced a rude urn
reversed over a deposit of burned bones.

From hence I proceed towards the vale of the river Avon ; where, adjoining the public road, we
find the interesting remains of a spacious British town or village, called Durrington, or Loag Walls.
The first name is evidently derived from the Celtic word dur, water, and applies to the situation of
the adjoining village of Durrington near the river. The site of this ancient settlement is decidedly
marked by a circular embankment, partly natural and partly actificial, which shelters it from the
south-west winds: the view it commands in front is delightful—facing the rich and well-wooded
vale, and the lofty range of Haradon and adjoining hills. Having been for many years in tillage,
its form is much mutilated; but from what remains, it appears to have been of a circular form, and
to have had a vallum all around it on the high ground, but not on the east side near the wates.
We picked up a great deal of pottery within the area of the works.

On viewing the country round Stonehenge, and remarking with surprise the aumerous memorials
of the dead, so thickly scattered over these extensive Plains, we are led naturally to inquire,
“ Where werc the habitations of the living?”’ This question can be answered in part, but not so
fully as I could wish, by the discoveries we have made in the British villages, on Winterbourn
Stoke, Durrington, and Lake downs; many others would probably have been found in the environs
of Stonehenge, had not the soil been turned up by the plough. We are fortunate, howerver, in
having rescued so maoy from oblivion, and to have thrown aside the thick veil which, notwith-
standing the active researches of Stukeley, has, till this period, obscured them. On the south side
of Durrington Walls is an elevated mound, bearing the appearance of a barrow, No. 122, in which
we dug to the depth of eleven feet, but found no sepulchral marks whatever. A little further on
the right of the road leading to Amesbury, we see the mutilated remains of an enormous Druid
barrow, No. 123, and still further on the same side of the road, a very singular fumulus, No. 124,
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appearing like three barrows rising from one large base, but certainly a long barrow. It stands
from south-west to north-east, and has its wide end towards the west; on the small end, and
also on the centre, are mounds resembling two circular barrows. We opened that on the small
end, and found only a few ashes and charred wood; but in the central mound we discovered, near
the top, a skeleton and a drinking-cup, both of which had been disturbed. On reaching the foor
of the long barrow, we found a circular cist like a little well, but it contained no interment; from
this well-like cist, a tunnel, like a chimney, ascended nearly to the top I imagine that, as in
most of our long barrows, the primary interment would be found at the broad end. In this
tumulus we have rather a singular instance of a circular barrow being raised upon a long barrow.
No. 125, in tillage, appears to have been a barrow of very large proportions; and there are two
others in the corn-fields nearer the park, No. 126, 127, which we have not attcmpted to open.
There are also near them, under the hill, some appeurances of earthen works much mutilated,
which [ canunot account for: I once thought they formed part of a circle, but I cannot speak with
any decision about them.

Before I conclude this Iter, let me call the attention of my readers to the annexed map of
Stonehenge and its environs, in which the hills, roads, antiquities, and barrows, are accurately laid
down, from actual measurement. In it you will find a striking picture of ancient times. You will
see the spot selected by the carliest inbabitants of our island for their residence ; you will behold
that stupendous monument of antiquity, Stonehenge, the building set apart for their civil or
religious assemblies: you will perceive its connexion, by means of the avenue, with the cursus, a
spot appropriated to their games and races; you will recognize also in the camp vulgarly attributed
to the Emperor Vespasian, the strong hold of the Britons, or the asylum for their families and
herds, in times of danger; at Durrington, and on Winterbourn Stoke Downs, you will see the
habitations of the Britons, with the lines of communication from one village to another; and in
the numerous barrows dispersed over this extensive plain, you will distinguish the simple me-
morials of the mighty dead. In short, you will have clearly traced to your imagination’s eye a most
impressive history of our ancient Britons.—Thus far Sir R. Cor Hoars’s History of Wiltshire.

Sir R. C. Hoare has observed, that Stonehenge cannot have been the work of the Druids, because
the stones are of such a description that it would require the strength of a nation to construct it. I
confess I was surprised at the argument, because I had no idea that any person could imagine that
these priests, powerful and numerous as they were, could by themselves perform the work. Their
name is always used because the name of the nation has been doubtful. But they were the priests
of the nation, they were the architects, and they were the causes of its building. From the recent
work of a gentleman, called Broww, who, I am told, is a person well qualified to form a judgment
on the subject of which he has given an opinion—that is, of the difficulty of getting the stones to
the place, I now submit the following extract. It is an admitted fact that the stones could come
from no place but the Grey Wethers. There is no other place for them to come from, and they
are distant about twenty miles :

¢ All persons will readily agree, that if the stones of Stonehenge were selected from amongut
those called the Grey Wethers, they must have been conveyed from thence either by land or water.
It is oot impossible for them to bave been brought through Clatford Bottom, over Oare Hill; but
to transport them from thence over the numerous intervening eminences to Stonehenge, is what
must appear unlikely even for the Antediluvians to have effected, admitting their strength to Aave
been proportioned to the length of their lives. This I would again affirm, in the most determined
manner, from a careful inspection of the country. To regard it as the work of any people since

D
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the flood, is actually monstrous. To the river Avon, therefore, we are of necessity obliged to look
as the means of their conveyance. But what is this river at the present time? A small meander-
ing stream, wholly inadequate to serve as a conveyance for the stones of Stonebenge, even were
it flowing without interruption; whereas, in its progress from its source at Burbage to Lake,
within two miles and a quarter of Stonehenge, there are at least fifteen mills, and as many hatches
ordams. Even with these aids it forms but a small stream : how much smaller would it then be
were they taken away! <The assertion, therefore, that the larger stones with which Stonehenge
is built cannot have been brought from amongst the Sarsens or Grey Wethers, as THE. ADMITTED
pLace of their origin, under the present existing state of land and water, by any people that ever
inhabited our country since the deluge, is what no reasonable person would attempt to deny on an

attentive survey of them.” Browx on Stonekenge, p. 27.
WALTIRE’S STONEHENGE.

The ground-plan, Plate No. 4, is taken from a model in Cork, made by a very respectable old
philosopher and astronomer, of the name of WaLTIRE, who travelled the country many years as
a lecturer in natural philosophy. He encamped and remained on the ground two months, in order
to make himself master of the subject ; and a model which is now in the possession of Mr. Dalton,
of York, was the fruit of his labour. He occasionally delivered a couple of lectures upon the sub-
ject of this temple. After his death, these written essays came into the possession of Mr. Dalton,
who, by some accident or other, has lost them, a loss which I most exceedingly regret, as I con-
ceive that they would have been very valuable; for he was well known to be a deep-thinking
man, and a man of the strictest veracity. By an attendant on his lectures, who made minutes of
them at the time, I was informed, that Mr. Walitire thought this temple had been constructed for
several uses ; that it was peculiarly well contrived for the performance of secret rites which were
practised in early times—as, if a person stood without he could not see any thing that was done
in the centre, provided the entrance were closed, as it might be very effectually, by three persons
standing before it. If a person stood on the large stone or altar, within the inner curve, which
is a parabola and not an ellipse, he might be heard, when speaking, by all within the temple.—
Another use for which he thought this structure had been erected, was that of making astro-
nomical observations on the heavenly bodies. By careful observations made on the spot, Mr. /7.
found, that the barrows or tumuli surrounding this temple accurately represented the situation and
magnitude of the fixed stars, forming a correct and complete planisphere. Eight hundred only can
be seen by the unassisted eye, but he thought he traced fifteen hundred, the smaller representing
stars too minute to be observed without some instrument similar to a telescope; and that there are
other proofs of the occupiers of this structure having possessed something answering to our reflec-
ting telescope. He thought he could prove that other barrows registered all the eclipses which had
taken place within a certain number of years; that the trilithons are registers of the transits of
Mercury and Venus; the meridian line had then been even with the avenue or approach, and the
grand entrance and the altar-stone within the innermost curve, but which is now removed seventy-
five degrees from it.—From the loose way in which these accounts were taken, it is evident that,
though they are curious, and afford ground for future researches, yet they cannot be depended on.
But this is not the case with his model, which records his opinion of its original structure better
than any writing could have done. I have, therefore, substituted a plan of it in the plate, instead
of that of Inigo Jones, which is agreed, by every one who has examined it, to be wrong.
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ABURY.

TaE following account of ABTRY is extracted from the magnificent History of
Wiltshire, published by Sir R. Cort HoaRE, Bart. The reader will find, if he think
proper to examine, that it is much more to be depended on than the work of Dr.

StukeLeY. Sir R. C. Hoare appears to have spared no trouble or expense. The
country is greatly obliged to this learned and liberal gentleman for the pains which he has

taken to preserve the memory of this magnificent and surprising work. He commences
with an extract from the work of Dr. Stukeley.

“ Tas situation of Abury is finely chosen for the purpose it was destined to, being the more
elevated part of a plain, from whence there is almost an imperceptible descent every way. But as
the religious work in Abury, though great in itself, is but a part of the whole, (the avenues
stretching above a mile from it each way,) the situation of the whole design is projected with great
judgment, in a kind of large, separate plain, four or five miles in diameter. Into this you descend
on all sides from higher ground. The whole Temple of Abury may be considered as a picture, and
it really is so. Therefore the founders wisely contrived, that a spectator should have an advanta-
geous prospect of it, as he approached within view.®* When I frequented this place, which I did
for some years together, to take an exact account of it, staying a fortnight at a time, I found out
the entire work by degrees. The second time I was here, an avenue was a new amusement : the
third year another. So that at length I discovered the mystery of it, properly speaking, which
was, that the whole figure represented a snake transmitted through a circle. This is an hiero-
glyphic or symbol of highest note and antiquity.t

¢ In order to put this design in execution, the founders well studied their ground ; and to make
their representation more natural, they artfully carried it over a variety of elevations and depres-
sures, which, with the curvature of the avenues, produces sufficiently the desired effect. To make
it still more elegant and picture-like, the head of the snake is carried up the southern promontory
of Hackpen Hill, towards the village of West Kennet ; nay, the very name of the hill is derived
from this circumstance, of which we may well say with Lucan, Lib. vii.,

“ ¢Hinc ®ri veteris custos; famoss vetustas,
Miratrixque sui signavit nomine terras,
Sed majora dedit cognomina collibusistis.”

* Even from the trifling remains that now exist of the Temple and its appendages, we may easily conceive the very
striking effect which an approach to the circle, through either of the avenues, must have produced on the eyes and mind
of the spectator.

4+ Dr. Stukeley says, that aces in the Chaldee signifies a serpent, and Aac is no other than a snake. In Yorkshire they
still call snakes Asgs. History of Abury, p. 32. In the British language pen denotes s head.

p2
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¢ Again, the tail of the snake is conducted to the descending valley below Beckhampton.

 Thus our antiquity divides itself into three great parts, which will be our rule in describing
this work. The circle at Abury, the forepart of the snake, leading towards Kennet, which I call
Kennet Avenue; the hinder part of the snake, leading towards Beckhampton, which I call
Beckbampton Avenue; for they may be well looked on as avenues to the great temple at Abury,
which part must be most eminently called the Temple.”

We stand most highly indebted to the learned Doctor for this very ingenious development of
the mysterious plan of the Temple at Abury, and have only to regret, that at the period when he
examined this work, and when it was in a much higher state of preservation than it unfortunately
is at present, he had not surveyed it in a more correct and regular manner, especially with regard
to the lines and course of the avenues leading to the head and tail of the serpent. No doubt would
then have been left to the modern antiquary; who has now to regret the non-existing means of
ascertaining with correctness, either the exact site of the snake’s head, or the avenues leading
from it. The most valuable part of the Doctor’s plans, is the record he has left us of the gradual
demolition of the stones that composed the Temple; for no dependance can be placed on his
general outline of the grand agger of circumvallation, as will be readily perceived by a comparison
of his plan with the one I have had engraved from actual survey by my own draughtsman.

Dr. Stukeley has delineated the vallum as a regular circle, and has drawn the two concentric
temples of the same form. Although the form of a circle was aimed at by the Britons, yet they
did not succeed in rendering it perfect, as will be seen by our grand plan. The rough sketch of
AuBazY also makes it irregular, as well as the disposition of the stones within the area, and those
of the two concentric temples.

It is well known that the serpent was held in great veneration by the ancients, who considered
it a symbol of the Deity, and an emblem of eternity ; as such it has been variously expressed on
ancient sculpture and medals in different parts of the globe. Temples were also constructed in
the form of that animal, and called Dracontia ; and Stukeley supposes that an allusion is made to
a similar temple in the following passage of Pausanias : Kard 3 mp & Muodrra adudy o OnCsr Asbug
xupiew Tepexoperes Moyarsy epuws kadiew & Onfain xsparyy.—* Qua Thebis necta Glisantem iter est; regi-
unculam videas selectis lapidibus circumseptam; serpentis caput Thebani vocant.”* And the
same author mentions another circle of stones on the river Chimarrus: «Est e lapidibus
septum.”

Dr. Stukeley then adds,  that the dracontia was a name amongst the first learned nations for the
very ancient sort of temples of which they could give no account, nor well explain their meaning
upon it. The plan on which Abury was built, is that sacred hierogram of the Egyptians and other
ancient nations, the circle and snake. The whole figure is the circle, snake, and wings. By this
they meant to picture out, as well as they could, the nature of the Divinity. The circle meant the
supreme fountain of all being, the Father; the serpent, that divine emanation from him, which
was called the Son ; the wings imported that other divine emanation from them, which was called
the Spirit, the Anima Mundi.”

The Temple, (Plate 10,) supposed to represent the body of the snake, is formed by a circular agger
of earth, having its ditch withinside, contrary to the mode adopted in works of defence, and thereby
proving it to be of a religious nature. These ramparts inclose an area (according to Stukeley) of

* P 747. 4 Corynthiaca, p. 198.
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1400 feet in diameter ; which, on the edge nearest the ditch, was set round with a row of rough,
unhewn stones, and, in the centre, was ornamented with two circular temples, composed of the
same native stones. These, from their relative situations, have been distinguished by the titles of
the Northern and Southern Temples. The space of ground included within the vallum, has been
estimated by the Doctor at twenty-two acres, and the outward circumvallation, as measured by
him and the celebrated antiquary RocEr GaLx, was computed at 4800 feet. The pumber of stones
that formed this outward circle or pracinctus was one hundred originally, of which, in the year
1722, when Dr. Stukeley wrote his account of Abury, there were eighteen standing, and twenty-
seven thrown down or reclining.*

Two concentric circles formed the northern and southern temples: the outward circle in each
consisted of thirty stones; the inward circle of twelve. The centres of these two temples were
three hundred cubits,t or five hundred and eighteen feet, nine inches asunder, and their circumfer-
ence or outside circle fifty cubits, or eighty-six feet, five inches and a half asunder in the nearest part.
The only difference which the Doctor could discover in these two temples, was, that the one
towards the south had a central obelisk, which was the kibla, towards which the faces were turned
during the performance of religious offices; and the one towards the north, a cove, consisting of
three large stones placed with an obtuse angle towards each other. One of these fell down in 1713,
and was said to measure seven yards in length. No signs remain of.the altar which is supposed to
have lain upon the ground before the superb niche ; but it appears that the central obelisk of the
southern temple existed in Stukeley’s time, for he states ¢ its being of a circular form at the base,
of a vast bulk, twenty-one feet long, and eight feet, nine inches in diameter, and, when standing,
higher than the rest.” He further adds, that * exactly in the southern end of the line that con-
nects the two centres of these temples, is an old stone standing, not of great bulk. It has a hole
wrought in it, and probably was designed to fasten the victim in order for slaying it.” This Dr.
Stukeley calls the “ Ring Stone.” The original work when perfect was thus composed :

Outward circle within the vallum . . « « .« 100 stones.
Northern temple, outwardcircle . . . . . 30
Ditto, inward circle . . . e e . . 12

Cove or cel! . . . . . . . . . 3
Southern temple, outwardcircle . . . . . 30

Ditto, inward ditto o« e e P b
Central obelisk . . . . e e« e 1
Ringstone . . . . . .. . . . 1

Total 189 stones.

In Mr. Aubrey’s time, in the year 1663, the following number of stones is recorded as then
existing :

* When Aubrey wrote Lhducﬁpﬁomabéﬂ&eywlssa,meem&hy@nmmﬁningcfﬂhw
vircle in their upright position, but he does not notice those that had fallen.

+ I have reduced the cubit to English feet, according to Dr. Stukeley’s statement, p. 19, where he says “ A ready way
of Laving the analogism between our feet and the cubit is this : 3 foot, 5 inches and a balf, makes two cubits; a staff of
10 foot, 4 inches, and a little more than half an inch, becomes the measuring reed of these ancient philosophers, being
#ix cubits, when they laid out the ground-plot of these temples.
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Outwardcircle. . . « .« + . « . 38l stones.
North temple . v e e e e e e 12
Coveorcell . e e e e . . .« . 3
South temple e+ e+ e e e« 9

There are seven other stones marked in Mr. Aubrey’s ground-plan between the two temples,
which, from the rudeness of his design, I know not how exactly to place; and it must be observed
also, that the said person, in his rough plan, noticed the stones only that were erect, not those

reclining or fallen.
By the survey of Dr. Stukeley, in the year 1722, we learn that the numbers were as follows :

Outward circle, standing . . . « . « . 18 stones.
Ditto, fallen . . .« . . . 14

Northern temple, outward circle . . . . .
Ditto, outward circle, fallen . . . . . .
Ditto, inner circle, standing . . . e e
Ditto, inner circle, fallen . .« . e e
Southern temple, outward circle, standing . e .
Ditto, outward circle, fallen . . . e« v
Ditto, inner circle, standing . . . . . .
Cove or cell, standing . . e e e e e

=~k OO W

Total 76 stones.

Upon a survey, made by my orders in 1812, I find the numbers of stones sadly reduced,
for there are only ten standing, and five fallen, of the outward circumvallation. Of the northern
temple two stones of the cove still remain. On its outward circle, three are left standing and one
fallen; and of the inner circle only one is standing. Of the outward circle of the southern temple
there are two upright and three prostrate stones.

Thus have I endeavoured to trace, but with antiquarian regret, the gradual progress, I will not
say of decay, but of demolition, which the works of ABuURY have sustained ; and the historian of a
future, and perbaps not very distant day, will very probably be under the necessity of recording its
total annihilation. The plates annexed will, I hope, convey a satisfactory idea to the public of
what Abury was in the days of its original splendour, and what it now is in the days of its unfor-
tunate decline.

For the more perfect comprehension of the plates which illustrate the chorography of Abury and
its environs, I have subjoined the following description.

Plate 9, represents the situation of the Temple at Abury, with its two extending avenues;
Silbury Hill, the principle source of the river Kennet, the British track-way, two groups of
barrows, and the line of Roman road between Bath and Marlborough. This plate may be consi-
dered as one of the most interesting views which our island can produce. It unites monuments of
the earliest British and Roman antiquity, and will, I trust, convey a more correct and explicit idea
of Abury and its environs, than any that has heretofore been given. The plate No. VIIL, of
Stukeley, is both confused and incorrect, because not drawn from actual survey.

On examining this ground-plan, we perceive a degree of symmetry, of which, except upon paper,
we could form no conception, nor for which could we give credit to the early Britons. We behold
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the grand circle placed in the centre of the picture, and the large mount of Silbury in a line oppo-
site to it.* Trwo avenues, like wings, expand themselves to the right and left, as if to protect the
hallowed sanctuary and the holy mount. The eastern wing or avenue terminates with a circular
temple, thus distinguishing it as a place of peculiar eminence. From the winding form of this
work, Dr. Stukeley has very ingeniously developed the form of a Serpent, and distinguished this
temple as one of that class called by the ancients Dracontia.

This plan receives additional interest by comprehending some groups of barrows, which I inves-
tigated, the principal source of the river Kennet, a small portion of the British track-way, passing
from the district of south Wiltshire throughout the whole extent of Berkshire,t and a large portion
of the Roman road between Bath and Marlborough.

Plate 12. By this plan I have been anxious to convey to my readers a correct idea of the grand
circle at Abury in its original state, as most ingeniously developed by Dr. Stukeley. The site of
the temples is taken from nature. The British earth-work, called Oldbury Castle, appears at a
distance in the centre of the view. The object of this plate is to indicate the respective site of
each temple, and the number of stones with which each was composed; namely, thirty in the
outward, and twelve in the inner circles. The one situated towards the north, or right-hand side,
bad three large upright stones in the centre of its area, designating the cove, where the altar was
placed. The centre of the southern temple was marked by an upright stone named the Obelisk, in
a line with which, and between the temple and the outward circumvallation, was another single
stone, with a perforation in it, and denominated by Stukeley the Ring Stone. To this be supposes
the victim was fastened previous to its sacrifice. The stones that accompanied the outward circum-
vallation, amounted to one hundred. The breaks in the vallum A B point out the spots where the
two avenues issued from the central temple; the one on the left side leading to Kennet; the other
towards the centre to Beckhampton.

Plate 10, represents a ground plan of the grand circle at Abury, taken by Dr. Stukeley in the
year 1724; but from the inaccuracy of its outline, and the position of the two concentric temples,
I doubt whether this plan was taken from actual survey. It is, however, particularly interesting
to the present age, as recording the state of a circle at a distant period, when it appears to have
bad eighteen stones standing, and twenty-seven fallen, of the outward circumvallation ; two stand-
ing and nine fallen of the outward circle of the northern temple; one standing and five fallen of the
inner circle, and two out of the three large upright stones that formed the cove. Of the adjoining
southern temple, four stones of the outward circle were standing in their original situation, and
seven were fallen down ; but one stone alone remained standing of the interior circle.

Plate 11. From our own accurate survey made in 1812, we shall at once be convinced of Dr.
Stukeley’s error, in making this work completely circular and symmetrical, and in the position he
bas given to the concentric temples within it. I have no doubt but the original British construc-
tors of this work had the circular form in view, though they did nmot possess the mathematical
means of drawing it to a nicety. You will observe also, that Dr. Stukeley has inclined the temples
more towards the east than they in reality do. We differ also materially in the admeasurement of
the area within the ditch, which the Doctor makes amount to twenty acres—we to twenty-eight

* Dr. Stukeley remarks that the meridian line passed through the centre of the grand circle, and of Silbury Hill; and
on making our ubscrvations and allowing for the variation of the cowpass, we find it still does the same.

+ The cause of this ridgeway has alrcady been described, p. 45.
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acres and twenty-seven perches. We differ also in the circumvallation and diameter of the grand
circle, the former of which he measured in 1721, with the celebrated antiquary Roger Gale, and
calculated the compass of it, on the outside, at 4800 feet. Our measurement taken on the ridge
of the vallum amounts to 4442 feet. The learned Doctor is rather confused in his measure of the
area incladed within the rampart ; for in one place he states the diameter at 1300, and in another
at 1400 feet. The former number agrees the best with our own measurement, which, in the
broadest part of the work, amounts to 1260 feet from A to B, and 1170 feet from C to D. Owing
to the numerous buildings and inclosed fields within the area, it is impossible to make as correct
measurements as we could wish. Those, however, laid down in this ground-plan, have been made
with every possible attention, and will fully prove that this work was not so symmetrically regular
in its constituent parts as the learned Doctor has described it.

From the stones still existing in their original position, I have been enabled to ascertain the

following measurements:
From the cove of the northern temple a, to a stone in the outward circumvallation c, is 334 feet,

six inches.

From the same stone a, to another in the outward circle of the temple f, 136 feet ; and from the
stone in the cove b, to one in the inner circle d, 83 feet.

From another stone g, in the vutward circle of this temple, we find the distance from it to a
stone in the circumvallation, to be 364 feet.

‘There are, unfortunately, no stones remaining in a situation to point out the intermediate space
between the north and south temples ; but from the stone I, in the outward circle of the southern
temple, to the cavity of a former stone, i, we may fix the diameter of this temple at 325 feet ; and
the intermediate space between the cavity and the fallen stone of the circumvallation k, at 357 feet,
and to the edge of the ditch 375 feet. The stone n, of the southern temple, and the stone o, of
the circumvallation, are only 144 feet asunder, whereas those marked i and k, are 357 feet apart.

These remarks will tend to prove the irregularity of the work ; and it ought to be observed, that
the two concentric temples are not placed exactly in the centre of the area of the grand circle, but
incline rather towards the West.

Another peculiarity attends this work, which will be explained by a reference to the section at
the bottom of Plate 11. I have before mentioned the variation made use of by our British ances-
tors in the construction of earth-works, formed either for religious or military purposes; the
former baving the ditch within the work, the latter on the outside. Abury and Marden may be
adduced as splendid examples of the former; and the numerous camps which I have had surveyed
and engraved, will testify the latter custom. But at Abury we observe the singularity of a
flat ledge, twelve feet wide, projecting from the vallum about balf-way between it and the ditch.
This was, probably, intended for the accommodation of sitting, to the numerous spectators who
resorted hither to the public festivals. What a grand and imposing spectacle must so extensive
and elevated an amphitheatre have presented, the vallum and its declivities lined with spectators,
whilst the hallowed area was reserved for the officiating Druids, and perhaps the higher order of
the people !

To render the illustration of this singular relic of British antiquity more complete, I have added
several smaller plates.

Having described the pracinctus and contents of the grand circle, containing two minor circles
of unhewn stones, I shall now proceed to a description of the appendant parts, as noticed by
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Dr. Stukeley. The body of the snake being explained, I shall follow the track along its neck
towards the head. The Kennet avenue was intended to represent the neck of the sacred reptile,
and may be considered as a via sacra leading up to the religious mount, by which its head was
designated. The Doctor has the sole merit of unravelling, this mystic form ; for although his
predecessor in antiquities, Mr. Aubrey, has mentioned the avenue as a “ solemn walk leading
from Rynet to a monument upon the top of the hill,” he has not hinted at the supposed design,
nor alluded to any connexion between it and the grand temple at Abury.

 The Druids,” says Dr. Stukeley,  in laying down this design, that it might produce a mag-
nificent effect suitable to so great and operose a work, studied the thi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>