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The Ancient Masters used the Pentacle to symbolize Man. He is constituted of Fire, 
Air, Water, Earth and Life. Two Pentacles were required to signify Birth and Death. The 
Black Pentacle fall of the Ego into Matter, Birth, and was called Crucifixion, due to 
confinement of the Ego in a prison. The Blazing Pentacle indicated release of the Ego 
from its prison by Death, and was termed Resurrection. The Masters said, “The day of 
(thy) Death (is better) than the day of one's Birth" (Eccl. 7:1). This Is the esoteric mean* 
ing of the biblical statement, "Death is swallowed up in victory" (1 Cor. 15:54). 
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CHAPTER I. 

What Is Life? 
The universe is full of mystery. In fact, if one should 

write a book on what is known, he would draft a new kind of 

textbook, a thin volume of few pages and of little value. He 

could begin thus: 

"From science and by reason we as yet know neither whence the universe 

came nor where it is going; what I am that read this, nor what it is that 

I read, nor whether there is an I; nor what is energy or space or matter; nor 

the explanation of any force, or thing, or thought, or imagination, or love 

(Geoffrey Parsons, in Harper’s Maga2mc). 

In *'The Book of Popular Science,*' which starts off by de¬ 

claring that "science is remaking our lives,'* we read: 

"^’hai is life? Look about you and see people, animals and plants—all 

living. But the amount of life which is an unseen part of our environment 

is more multitudinous and universal, and influences our own lives as greatly 

as chat which is seen. 

"What is life? That is another question and the answer is one of the 

profound mysteries. Science has explored life down to a single cell of living 

matter, but exactly what makes that cell alive is not known,” 

Later we shall see the absurdity of such phrases as "the 

amount of life,*’ and "science has explored life down to a single 

cell of Jiving matter.** We shall see that man is lost because of 

his erroneous conception of Life. We shall see that the darkness in 

which man wanders, is due to the fact that he can not find the 

Father, and that he becomes more hopelessly lost the more he 

searches. 

From the remotest times men have attempted to raise the 

veil and penetrate the mystery of Life. Generation after genera¬ 

tion of learned men have confidently advanced to attack the 

problem, feeling sure of victory, only to fall back, one after 

another, empty handed, baffled, defeated. 

A famous "scientist,** me time since, after giving the mat¬ 

ter much study, tried to define Life. "Life,** said he, "is a flame 

burning in water,** 

i 
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Ah, yes. Many thanks, sir. It is a beautiful definition; but 

the substance of it was known ages ago, when white-gowned 

Chaldeans paced their brick towers and meditated, under the 

Mesopotamian moon, on Life and Death, and the Universe. ”A 

flame burning in water”—yes, but the flame was lighted eons and 

eons ago, a spark, may be, struck otf from some cosmic anvil, 

on which the ”milky Tvay” was hammered into shape, 

Hippocrates, the so-called Father of Medicine, held to the 

doctrine that Life is “a flame burning in water.” He considered 

heat not only the foundation of Life, but as the Divinity itself, 

intelligent and immortal. 

Bichat opens his celebrated "Recherches Physiologiques sur la 

Vie ct la Mort,” by defining Life as "the sum of the functions by 

which death is resisted.” What does that tell us? Nothing. It 

is but a circuitous way of saying that Life consists in being able 

to live. 

Dr. Fletcher says: 

’'Life consists in the sum of the characteristic actions of organized beings, 

performed in virtue of a specific susceptibility, acted upon by specific stimuli.’* 

Richerand observes: 

"Life consists In the aggregate of chose phenomena which manifest them¬ 

selves in succession for a limited time in organized beings.” 

Herbert Spencer, who devotes the entire third part of his 

Elements of Psychology to a consideration of the question, brings 

us by slow and steady strides to the conclusion that: 

"The broadest and most complete definition of life will be the con¬ 

tinuous adjustment of internal relations to external relations.” 

The renowned Osier remarks: 

“The studies of the physiologist and physiological chemist abundantly in¬ 

dicate that all vital activities are ultimately the expression of molecular re¬ 

arrangements and combinations. Life is, therefore, the expression of a series 

of chemical changes, and the material endowed with life must be of such 

a nature that it, itself, is composed of molecules which react” (Modern Medi¬ 

cine, p. 35, 1907). 

Not one of these definitions explains what Life is. They are 

but mere statements of certain signs of Life; of the effects of 
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Life; or the manifestation of Life in matter. If wc are to under¬ 
stand by the word "Life” simply the attestations of its presence 
—the signs of Life nothing more—these authors have done as 
well, perhaps, as the subject permits. 

How these and similar definitions fail to define what Life is, 

is further shown by asking what it is that produces the "state** 

and the "change*’ that are defined as Life. How can Life be de¬ 

fined as the state or changes of matter, when matter possesses no 

power of itself to produce the organized state, or to effect those 

changes, called Life? 

It is reasoning in a circle to declare that Life is the change 

of state of matter, and that the change of state of matter is Life. 

We are in the same dilemma when we say that Life produces the 

activity of the brain, and the activity of the brain is Life. 

The definition of Life must comprehend the thing attested; 

it must explain the CAUSE of the changes, or it is not a defi¬ 

nition of Life, but only a description of the effects or manifesta¬ 

tion of Life in Nature. 

We seal a live man up in an air-tight iron safe, leave him 

there thirty minutes, then open the safe and find only an inani¬ 

mate body. We say the man is dead. Why is he dead? What do 

we mean by "dead?** What has happened to stop the "continuous 

adjustment of internal relations to external relations,** which 

"science” says is Life? Why does the process not begin again 

as soon as the safe is opened? What was there in or about the 

body when it was sealed up in the safe, that is not there when 

the safe is opened? How could anything get out of the safe, 

made of iron, and sealed air-tight? 

CHAPTER II. 

The Dust of the Ground 
God formed man of the dust of the ground (Gen. 2:7). 

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 

ground; for out of it was thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust 

ihalc thou return (Gen. 3:19). 
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Here we are twice told that man, yea, that the renowned 

scientist who would prove that the Creator is not, has a form 

composed of the shifting, despicable dust of the ground. We are 

further told that all flesh is as grass; that all the glory of man 

is as the flower of grass; and that the grass withereth, and the 

flower thereof falleth away (1 Pet. 2:24). 

But vain man, in his pride and haughtiness, forgets that he is 

dust. He will not believe that his flesh is as grass; he will not 

have it that his glory is as the flower of grass, to wither and fail 

away as the petals of a dying pansy (Ps. 103:15). 

Less than a generation ago little was definitely known of the 

substance, or chemical compounds, as they arc called, entering 

into the composition of animal bodies. But materialistic science 

has made vast "progress” in recent years, and in knowledge as to 

this particular ph se of human existence, has risen almost to the 

plane of the old Patriarch, and discovered by chemical analysis 

in the modern laboratory, that the human body is actually made 

of dust; that the chemical compounds of which it is composed, 

exist in the dust of the ground. Perchance this was a painful 

"discovery” for some scientists, who regard themseives as the 

product of a "special creation of refined star dust.” 

What did Moses know about chemistry? We have no reason 

to assume that he knew anything about chemistry. How did he 

know' chat the Creator "formed man of the dust of the ground?” 

How do we know that the Sun does not "rise?” Let us see. 

From observation, the Sun, each day, appears to rise and set, 

and this information is carefully recorded in weather reports and 

almanacs. By the same outward appearance man has been prone 

to judge all things, and on this foundation has based his phiU 

osophy. 

Children and fools (men wise in worldly wisdom) live and 

die by appearances. They know nothing of that Truth w'hich 

makes men free. They know nothing of the Life Eternal. They 

live in darkness, die in ignorance, and all their days they arc 

slaves to their own fears and distorted imaginations. 
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The just shall live by faith (Rom. 1:17). That is the only 

way that men can live, and live right. Moses was not led astray 

by visible appearances. He gazed upon the body of man. The 

flesh and blood he saw did not resemble the dust of the ground. 

Yet his understanding told him that, since the body is developed, 

from the seed to maturity, and nourished all its days, by sub¬ 

stances that come from the dust of the ground, the body of man, 

no less than the body of trees and plants, must be built up and 

composed of the dust of the ground. Time and science have 

proved that this is so. 

Moses closed his eyes to visible things and used his under¬ 

standing. Thus he discovered that the invisible things of Him 

from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood 

(thru faith) by the things that are made (Rom. 1:20). And 

now that science has learned that the body of man is composed 

of the dust of the ground, this intelligence is accounted as an 

epoch-making discovery, and people are assured that science has 

made vast "progress.” 

Man then, as w^e know him, possesses a body formed of the 

dust of the ground. Regardless of w^hat examination or test to 

which the body may be subjected, we can make nothing more 

out of it. This information may be almost as discouraging to 

some of the fine-blooded stock of the race, as to know that "the 

kingdom of God is within you.” 

CHAPTER III. 

The Breath of Life 
If it be possible, let us learn something about Life from the 

source that correctly informed the world, many centuries since, 

as to the constituents of the material part of man. After God 

formed man of the dust of the ground, He— 

breathed into his nostrils the Breath Of Life; and man became a living soul 

(Gen„ 2:7). 

The materialist was forced by investigation to accept as a 

iacc, the first part of that statement; but as to the last part of 
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it—well, Life is only *'the expression of a series of chemical 

changes,*’ a sort of "molecular re-arrangement and combina¬ 

tions," a "mode of motion." On that flimsy foundation material¬ 

istic science has erected its vast superstructure of labyrinthic 

halls and passages, thru which it continues to wander in perplex¬ 

ing confusion. 

If science should now, or at any future time, recognize the 

animation of the animal body as being due to the direct effect of 

the "Breath Of Life," by that act it would destroy itself and all 

its worthless labor and lore. 

Consequently, w^hile Time and Test have forced materialists 

to admit as truth, the statement that God formed man of the 

dust of the ground, they still reject as an unfounded myth, the 

existence of the ''Breath Of Life," and have adopted in its place 

the make-shift theory that Life comes into existence as the result 

of the re-arrangement of a chemical formula. 

This course the materialists have taken, because of their fixed 

stand not to believe in the Unseen Universe, or that such universe 

even exists. The materialist lives on the visible plane, and will 
consider nothing that he can not sec, smell, feel, hear, taste, test, 

or demonstrate. Consequently to him the great truths of the Un¬ 

seen Universe, which can be comprehended only thru faith, and 

never be fully explained by man, must remain forever an un¬ 

solved mystery. He must always remain a blind leader of those 

who follow him, and to him the "Breath Of Life” is nothing 

more than a myth of antiquity. 

The very "motion" or "chemical change," which the ma¬ 

terialist observes and deffnes as Life, is but the effect of the 

"Breath Of Life" acting on matter. But this he knows not, since 

he lives by sight, by appearances. He believes that beyond the 

range of telescope and microscope all is empty and void. 

The difficulty of these men in clearly distinguishing between 

matter, motion, and force, is readily accounted for. Having per¬ 

ceived that certain forces are of too high and complex a character 

to be attributes of the grosser forms of matter, they could not 
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attach them thereto. Having denied the existence of the "Breath 

Of Life," they are precluded from assigning them there. And 

perceiving that there can not be visible activity apart from sub¬ 

stance, they have concealed their errors in the only way left to 

them, viz., by ascribing Life to be the "continuous adjustment of 

internal relations to external relations.’* 

Not only do materialists hold that Life is the "continuous 

adjustment of internal relations to external relations** of matter, 

but they go to the extreme of claiming that Life results from 

decomposition—from the stinking gas of rotting matter; from 

the lowest imaginable depths to the highest visible plane of exist- 
ancc. 

Prof. Le Conte observes: 

“In all cases, vital (Life) force is produced by dccompositton (Con- 

servarion of Energy,'* etc., p. 175). 

On page 188 he again observes: 

"Whence do animals derive their vital (Life) force? I answer, from the 

decomposition of their food and the decomposition of their tissues.** 

Science, where would you lead us if we should be so silly as to 

follow? Vital (Life) Force springs from matter in the process of 

decay! From decaying vegetables, from decaying animal tissues, 

comes forth Vital (Life) Force. The exalted, unlimited Force 

that builds mountains and moves worlds, that makes suns and 

moons and stars, that forms animals and endows them with 

numerous powers, that gives man an intellect by which he could 

raise himself far above the low level to which his mis-education 

has brought him—that Force is "produced by decomposition!** 

Think of serious minded men, of so-called scientists, seriously 

defending such a preposterous proposition! What is there to look 

forward to in an education of our children, based on such wild 

speculation? No wonder that "science** is kept so busy explain¬ 

ing away its errors, and making so many "new discoveries’* to 

hide its ignorance and confusion behind. If its whole structure 

w^ere dug up by the roots and cast into the sea, what a blessing 

it would be for humanity. 

Life, as we shall later see, is an intelligent, unseen force, that 
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operates according to fixed laws in the production of definite, 

material forms, after positive patterns. It is not produced by the 

decomposition of matter; it does not originate in matter at all; 

it is not formed by or from matter; it is in no way dependent 

upon matter; and it is not capable of being converted into mat¬ 

ter, with which it is, nevertheless, connected in some peculiar 

w'ay, during the animated existence of plants, animals, and men. 

Life is a power which we can not isolate nor physically ex¬ 

amine, but the effects of the action of which we may study 

(Prof. L. S. Beale). Life . . . must have existed from all time, 

even when the globe was an incandescent mass, says Preyer. 

Life always was. It had no beginning. But before Life could 

visibly express itself, so that man was able to perceive its pres¬ 

ence, it had to construct matter into certain, definite, organized 

forms, thru which to operate. 

As Life functions thru these physical forms, we observe the 

effect and mistake the effect for the cause, and say that these 

forms are alive. But we shall see that they are not alive. They 

are only the channels thru which Life functions; and as soon as 

Life ceases to function thru them, they become motionless, and 

dissolve back into the surrounding environment, out of which 

they were taken. 

Before discussing further the subject of Life, we must turn 

to other things, that a better understanding may be had of the 

subject at hand. To this end we shall notice next The Law Of 

Creation. 

CHAPTER IV. 

The Law of Creation 
In the Bible it is written: 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth (Cen. 1:1), 

Then the story is related that God created everything from 

Earth to Man in six days, and ^'rested on the seventh day from 

all his work which he had made.^' 
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Moses, or a mythical figure dimly represented by that name, 

is generally accredited with being the author of this account of 

creation. Rev. Prof. Sayce, of Oxford University, shows in his 

work. The Higher Criticism and the Verdict of the Monuments, 

that Genesis is a compilation of Babylonian legends, which the 

Jews had time to study and plagiarize during the Babylonian 

captivity. 

Of this theory of creation George Henry Dole observes: 

“The theory of creation by the fiat of the Almighty has failed to satisfy 

inquiring minds of deeper discernment. Law, order, and development are so 

related and conjoined, that the mind will not bring its searchings to an end, 

and rest its reasonings in the belief that God, without the observance of laws 

as revealed in Nature, by word of mouth, called out of nothing the varied 

forms in the universe into existence” {The Philosophy of Creation, p. 3). 

Dole goes on to state that something can not come from 

nothing, showing that the Creator must be a Substance, *'thc 

highest, purest, and primal substance of which law, quality, and 

force are attributes, and from which came matter wdth its at¬ 

tributes.” 

The Bible docs not inform us what heaven and earth were 

created out of. There are some who assert that the world, with 

everything in it, was created out of nothing. On first thought 

this appears ridiculous and impossible; but a consideration of the 

question may shed more light on what we wish to know. Let 

us see. 

Water is a substance that is visible to the human eye. It is 

formed by a combination of oxygen and hydrogen, under the in¬ 

fluence of a phase of law called chemical affinity or cohesion. 

Before their combination, these two elements are invisible. At 

a certain temperature water becomes ice, a solid that will bear 

up the weight of elephants. By raising the temperature, the ice 

becomes fluid, and at a still higher temperature, the fluid de¬ 

composes and becomes a gas that is invisible to the eye. Are we 

correct in assuming that the oxygen and hydrogen are now noth¬ 

ing, merely because they can not be seen? 
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The spiritualist says that matter has no existence. A rash 

statement we may think. But materialistic science has shown 

that matter has no visible, eternal existence—that matter is, in 

fact, as empty as the limitless sky. 

What we know as matter is, in all probability, never visible 

until compounded. Anything that can be seen, however simple 

it may appear, is probably proved, by the very condition of its 

visibility, as being compounded. 

Materialistic science claims that there are some 70 to 80 ele¬ 

ments. Some hold that the actually primitive elements arc prob¬ 

ably only tw’o; and this appears more reasonable. The two primi¬ 

tives, man may never see. No one has seen oxygen, hydrogen, or 

nitrogen, yet almost 8 5 per cent of the human body is com¬ 

posed of these invisible gases. In fact, oxygen alone makes up 

about half the entire matter composing the earth. Rocks are 

nearly one-half oxygen. 

Matter comes into visible existence thru the formation of 

invisible elements into visible compounds under the influence of 

cohesion. What is cohesion? We might as well ask what is grav¬ 

ity, atomicity, electricity, capillarity. Cohesion is nothing in or 

of itself. It is merely tangible evidence that back of all, is an 

Omnipotent Creative Force. 

Let the influence of cohesion be annulled by the withdrawal 

of the sustaining energy, no longer impelling the constituent 

oxygen and hydrogen to combine, and every drop of water on 

earth would instantly decompose and disappear. 

Under a similar withdrawal of the sustaining energy of Cre¬ 

ative Force, every compound, solid or fluid of nature, would 

instantly decompose and disappear. Yea, as massive and impreg¬ 

nable as this great globe appears, even it would dissolve into thin 

air and a little metallic matter. Nor is that all. Just as water 

is resolvable into the invisible elements of oxygen and hydrogen, 

so those latter, in all probability, along with the metals, phos¬ 

phorus, iodine, etc., are resolvable into yet finer elements, into 
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which, unless supported by sustaining energy, they would simi¬ 

larly decompose and disappear. 

If Life is “the expression of a series of chemical changes,” or 

the “continuous adjustment of internal relations to external re¬ 

lations” of matter, w^hat becomes of Life when these changes 

and relations are disrupted and come to an end with the end of 

matter. No doubt it just floats off aimlessly into space, like a 

cloud of dust or smoke. 

But matter does not end. Those who so believe, live by sight. 

The end is only apparent, not real. Matter has merely been re¬ 

duced from visibility to invisibility. It still is, altho in an invisi¬ 

ble state. Under certain conditions, it will re-appear and become 

visible, just as ice, first becomes w'’ater, then gas and disappears 

from view, only to re-appear again in drops from the clouds 

above, which swell the rivers and flood the lands. 

In this we behold the truth of the saying that is written: 

The invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are 

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made (visi¬ 

ble). All visible things must and do exist in an invisible state, 

or else nothing visible could be made to appear. 

Men believe, because they are so taught, that the process of 

creation was a primary act of the Creator, performed ages ago. 

How sadly do they miss the truth. The process of creation has 

been going on with endless regularity since the law of cohesion 

first began to operate, and it will continue for all time to come. 

The sparkling drops of water that fall today from the lower¬ 

ing clouds, are composed of the same water that bore the barks 

of the conquering Romans to the shores of fated Carthage; and 

that water is the same as the water which floated the Ark of 

Noah to its resting place upon the mountain of Ararat (Gen. 

8:4). And the foaming billows that kissed the prow of Noah’s 

Ark, were composed of the same waters, upon the face of which 

the Great Spirit of the Universe moved (brooded) (Gen. 1:2). 

It is an ignorantly constructed theology that regards the Cre¬ 

ative Force as having created only in past ages, and then departed 
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and left the world to its fate. For the process of creation is oc¬ 

curring under our very nose, yet we know it not because of our 

mis-education regarding the manner in which it takes place. 

Just as the animal body is constantly being broken down and 

re-constructed, so is every department of the visible realm being 

constantly broken down and re-built. In the rising sun, the 

falling rain, the changing clouds, the growing vegetation, and 

developing animal bodies, the work of the Creative Forces is 

exhibited no less palpably now, than at any time in the pre- 

cceding ages. 

The Creative Force, through the law of cohesion, is constant¬ 

ly bringing together the invisible gases of the unseen universe, 

and constructing them into visible compounds, and weaving these 

compounds into mineral, vegetal, and animal forms, thru which 

the Divine Life expresses itself, corresponding in kind of ex¬ 

pression, not to the “kind of life,” as some authors assert, but 

to the kind of form thru which the expression occurs. 

How close we are brought to the Creative Forces, thus to 

regard that Force not so much as having made the world and 

all it contains, but as still engaged in making and re-making it. 

This brings us to “The Law Of Change,” which shows more 

clearly how the work of creation is conducted. 

CHAPTER V. 

The Law of Change 
Nothing is permanent but change. We have often heard 

that remark; yet how little it has meant to us. We did not give 

it a second thought. But herein lies the solution of a problem 

that has puzzled man from the beginning. For the eternal 

change of substance that is continually occurring has been going 

on since “God created the heaven and the earth,” and will con¬ 

tinue in its uninterrupted course until Time is no more. It can 

not stop, for it is the Law of Creation, merely stated in another 
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way, and if it ceased for a second, all things w'ould come to a 

sudden end. 

From the invisible substance of the Universe, visible forms, 

under the law of cohesion, come into existence. They remain 

visible so long as they conform to the phase of the law that 

makes them visible, and are returned to the invisible state—the 

store-house of building material—when they cease to conform 

to the phase of law that brings them into visibility. Since water 

is the most simple compound, it is the best example of this con¬ 

stant change from visibility to invisibility. 

While in the visible state, all forms arc constantly under¬ 

going change. The Law Of Change—the law of creation—is al- 

w^ays at work. At no time arc visible forms completely composed 

of the same material, of which they were composed a moment 

before. It is and must be, however, the same kind of material, 

but not the same material. As soon as the material becomes 

changed in kind, in that moment the law of ''each after its kind” 
is violated, and that particular form begins to disintegrate and 

decay, as a result of such violation. 

A river is a splendid illustration of the law of change. Down 

thru the ages it lies upon the landscape, with size, length, 

breadth, seeming solidity, and seeming permanency. It remains 

throughout the centuries, apparently fixed and unchanging; yet 

at no time is it composed of the same water that composed it a 

moment before. Its waters are constantly changing, in relation 

to its bank and bed, along the whole course, from its source, to 

its mouth; and the time comes, at certain and positive intervals, 

when the water is completely changed from one end of the 

course to the other. 

The water is leaving the bed of the river by flowing into the 

trackless ocean, by evaporation, and by exosmosis. New water 

must be supplied, and in the same ratio as the old water leaves 

the river. Failing in this, a time will come when there will be 

no river. And also the river will disappear if sawdust or sand 

be supplied instead of water. The river depends for its existence 
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upon a certain kind of material. A violation of this law means 

disappearance of the river. 

The animal body is no exception to the law of change. The 

change that goes on in streams of water, is just as incessantly 

going on in animal bodies. Thru the process of destruction, and 

construction, the animal body is torn down and rebuilt, particle 

by particle, cell by cell, tissue by tissue. In fact, the sole and 

final object of all body function, is to maintain the integrity of 

the organism; and this is accomplished by the law of change. 

All matter is subject to the law of disintegration and decay. 

Material forms must be constantly renewed, or they lose their 

stability and integrity, and dissolve into invisible vapors and 

gases. It is thru the process of destruction and construction— 

the law of change—that material forms, animals and men, are 

maintained in a visible state. 

Animal bodies can not defy this law. In order to exist as 

such, these bodies must meet the requirements of the law by 

constantly undergoing the process of change. Physically, no 

part of our body is the same now as it was an hour ago; and 

some physiologists and biologists have estimated, that within a 

year the human body is completely destroyed, and rebuilt of 

new material, down to the largest and hardest bony structure. 

The body we have today is not the body, as to its material, 

that wc had a year ago. It is the same body in appearance and 

pattern, but not in material. It is and must be of the same kind 
of material, but not of the same material. As soon as the ma¬ 

terial becomes changed in kind, as we have said, the body at 

once begins to decay more rapidly than it is and can be renewed. 

This in time means the end of the body. 

The reason why bodies deteriorate and go down to dust, is 

because the kind of building material that their owners furnish 

them, is not the kind that is suitable to repair their wasting 

parts, and sustain them in health. Animal bodies exist just as 

long as they arc able to survive on the kind of material that they 

must use to re-construct their disintegrating parts. But we must 

I 
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not anticipate. This phase of the subject shall be more fully 

discussed in another place. 

The materialist, not understanding the law of change, says 

that matter is; and he is right. The spiritualist, not understand¬ 

ing the law, declares that matter is not; and he also is right. 

The controversy arises from the fact that the materialist believes 

in the existence of visible matter, but not of invisible substance, 

while the spiritualist believes only in the existence of an invisi¬ 
ble spirit. 

The materialist holds that Life is ^*the expression of a series 

of chemical changes” occurring in matter; and if that w'ere 

true, wc could never get Life into existence. The spiritualist 

holds that matter does not exist, that all is Spirit; and if that 

were true, we could never sec the expression of Life, since it 

would hi^vc no visible forms thru which to make its presence 
known. 

Down thru the ages these two schools have argued, quarreled, 

and fought, each getting nowhere and solving nothing. But hu¬ 

man thought thru both of these channels has continued to roll 

onward, thru the years of speculation into the sea of doubt. 

Having observed that out of the invisible comes the visible, 

what shall w'e say to those bigoted men wdio hold that the world, 

With everything in it, was created out of nothing? How shall 

wc ever be able to reach their closed understanding and teach 

them that something from nothing is an impossibility? 

And what shall w^e say to the dogmatic ones who hold that, 

since plants, animals, and men decay and die, and even the rocks 

disintegrate, a time will come when the earth will dissolve and 

disappear? Wc shall answer them that, the crumbling material 

forms do not foretell the final dissolution of visible things; but, 

on the other hand, when rightly viewed, they reveal to us that 

the visible plane is the w'orkshop in which puny man becomes 

cognizant of the manner in which the Creator works. 

The earth is the plane where the visible, constructive opera¬ 

tion of the Divine Life forms and reforms the machinery thru 
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which it operates, thus preserving and perpetuating the channels 

thru which it works. 

CHAPTER VI. 

The Creative Force 
To acquire some knowledge of the Creative Force, we must 

pass beyond the range of human vision, and be guided by faith 

instead of by sight. 

Some think that the Creative Force is an Omnipresent Force. 

It could not be otherwise, for in the absence of this Force from 

any department, that department would immediately decom¬ 

pose and disappear, as v/c have observed, 

Wc must also remember that Force can not exist apart from 

an embodying substance. But that substance can exist without 

being perceived on the visible plane, as wc have seen. 

In fact, Force, in order to operate, must have channels thru 

which to function, and these channels must be composed of sub¬ 

stance. To that extent w'e may say that Force and substance 

arc inseparable. Wc know nothing of Force except thru the 

media of substance, and but for substance, the existence of Force 

would be unknown, and wc would be not. 

We should not understand the term ''substance” as applying 

only to visible matter, that can be seen and handled, for w’e have 

observed that substance also exists in an invisible state. That is 

why Life can function on both the visible and the invisible plane; 

since wherever Life is received, whether in the material (visible) 

world, or in the spiritual (invisible) world, there is and must 

needs be substance to receive it. 

The invisible substances arc none the less real, because they 

are beyond the reach of the eye, or of chemical analysis. Indeed, 

it is only the grosser expressions of substance, or matter, that 

the senses can apprehend. 
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As for invisibility, which to those who live by sight is proof 

of non-cxistcnce, no warning is so incessantly addressed to us, 

from every department of the Universe, as not to fall into the 

error of disbelieving simply because of not seeing. We arc con¬ 

stantly admonished to have faith in order to solve the problems 

which appear, to our sight, as perplexing and confusing. 

By faith, not by sight, we understand that the words w^ere 

framed by the power of the Great Spirit of the Universe, so tnat 

things which are seen were not made of things which do appear 

(Heb. 11:3). In other words, w^e are to understand that things 

which are made visible, declare the invisible things that were not 

made visible. And that which we see going on about us every 

day, declare that which has taken place from the beginning. 

The derivation of the visible world from an anterior, invisible 

world, is expressly taught in the Scriptures: 

"These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth, ♦ * ♦ 

and every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the 

field before it grew" (Gen. 2:4, I). 

These words, says Philo Jadeus: 

"Do manifestly teach that, before the earth was green, verdure already 

existed; that before the grass sprang up in the field, there was grass, though 

it was not visible. The same must we understand from Moses in the case of 

everything else which is perceived by the cxtern.il senses; there were elder 

forms and motions already existing, according to which the others were fash¬ 

ioned and measured out. The things that he (Moses) has mentioned are ex¬ 

amples of the nature of all." 

The spiritualist may seem mad to the materialist—and mad 

he is, if merely a spiritualist. But how much more sane is the 

so-called scientist, who believes that nothing worth while exists, 

if it lies beyond the range of the telescope or microscope? 

The Creative Force is the Power that lies back of all things, 

visible or invisible, and is the cause of all that occurs. What that 

Force is, no man will ever know, but this much we do know: 

The Creative Force is the efficient and sufficient equal of all 

that has taken place, all that can take place, and all that ever 
will take place. 

i 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Origin of Life 
The eternal error that has enslaved the race, has been the 

crude, materialistic, scientific conception of Life. Instead of Life 

coming from the highest, and being the prime mover, science 

reverses the process, and has Life springing from the lowest. 

Instead of Life being an Intelligent, Infinite Force, flowing 

from the Creative Energy, and constructing matter into definite 

forms thru which to express itself, Life, says science, is the re¬ 

sult of a chemical compound, and when the compound disinte¬ 

grates, “life’* comes to an end. 

Indeed, Prof. LeConte would go lower than this for the 

source of Life, for he says: 

"In all cases, vital force (life) is produced by decomposition." 

Will you think of that? Out of the fumes of decaying mat¬ 

ter, the lowest state that we can conceive, comes forth the Flame 

of Life, the highest known state of existence—the brilliant beam 

that pierces all things, animates all things, and performs all con¬ 

duct and function, and yet so subtle that no man can "tell 

whence it cometh, and whither it goeth'* (John 3:8). 

All “life,** according to science, originated millions of years 

ago, long before the dawn of man, in the warm waters of pre¬ 

historic seas. Down in the dark depths of the ancient oceans, 

“life** accidentally came into existence by a chance combination 

of particles of slime, which, upon combining, set up a chemical 

reaction that generated THE FLAME OF LIFE BURNING IN 

WATER. 

Moses made a wild guess when he stated, that the Breath Of 

Life from the Creator made of man a “living soul;** and Christ 

referred to fumes rising from a combination of homogeneous 

slime when he said: 

The words that I 5peak to you, they are apirit, aad they are life (John 

7:63). 
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Since we have the difficult part of our task performed, since 

w'c have so easily brought “life** into existence, it should be easy 

for us to explain the origin of all the various living forms. By 

simply falling back on the popular theory of the Materialist and 

the Evolutionist, we can have these particles of decomposing 

slime gradually assume definite form, and after evolving thru 

many and diverse stages, each one rising successively to a higher 

plane, can develop the decomposing slime into a backboned fish 

—the “father of the vertebrates.** And now what happens? 

Ages come and go. The fishes multiply and grow restless in 

the darkness of the deep, and some begin to come out into shal¬ 

low water along the shore, searching for new scenes and pastures. 

A tidal wave conveniently comes along and washes these into 

shallows where they are left by the receding water. As the 

water dries up, the fish must either die or learn to breathe the 

heavy air of those prehistoric days. They chose the latter course 

—for who likes to die? 

Finding themselves on dry land, and growing hungry, they 

must either starve to death or learn a new mode of travel. So 

by great efi^ort they learn to crawl about among the plants that 

bordered the waters of their remote world. Some of the more 

ambitious decide to walk instead of crawl, and these flop about 

on their fins, made only for swimming. After thus laboring for 

many ages, the fins gradually evolve into feet. 

Observe, dear reader, that as we develop the “scientific** 

theory of evolution, we must ignore the law “each after its kind.** 

No one has ever known this law to be violated, and no exception 

to it has ever been found. But we can not evolve slime into life, 

and fishes into men, without disregarding all law and order, for 

if it is done at all, it must be done in defiance of law and order. 

Continuing the story. It happened that some of the more 

ambitious of the legged fishes found that it would be advanta¬ 

geous for them, in search of food, to climb bushes and trees, on 

which grew the luscious fruits. It was further found that time 

and trouble expended in climbing up and down trees, could be 



20 THE DIVINE LIFE 

saved by leaping from branch to branch, and from tree to tree. 

This exercise was useful in developing legs, especially the hind 

legs. The leaping later began to develop the fore legs into wings; 

and as the fishes took to flying, the hind legs of this class began 

to atrophy as the wings, by constant use, took on greater devel¬ 

opment. 

As time passed and development proceeded, some of the fishes 

found that they could stand erect and move about with great 

facility on their hind legs alone. The constant repetition of this 

attitude by this class slowly changed the hind legs and skeleton, 

until finally the two-legged gait in the erect posture became easy 

and comfortable. 

To make a long story short, the process of ^‘evolution** con¬ 

tinued, slowly no doubt, until in time the monkey family 

evolved into existence, and finally man—the materialist, the 

spiritualist, the ruler, the king. 

And here stands man, erect in all his self-made glory; de¬ 

spising his lowly origin; denying the truth of Life; contending 

that he is Life—the product of a special evolution; and hold¬ 

ing that there is in store for him greater things than tongue can 

tell or pen portray—Life Eternal in a heavenly home. 

He is Life, says he, by virtue of chemical reactions occur¬ 

ring within his body. He exists, he claims, not by virtue of law, 

but in spite of law, against the influence of which he has had to 

struggle in order to develop his body, from its inception in the 

particles of slime, to its present perfect state. 

Man did not receive life. Life is a force generated by a chem¬ 

ical compound. Man did not receive a body. He was compelled 

to develop it. His body did not receive fins when he was a fish; 

he developed these in his effort to swim, just as he later developed 

his fins into feet in his effort to walk on land. In other words, 

man has struggled with Nature and wrested from her all that 

he has. 

Nature has yielded to the demands of man because she lacked 

power to deny them. Man believes that he is, not by virtue of 
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the law, but in spite of the law; and as such, he absolutely re¬ 

fuses to believe that there is any law which regulates his con¬ 

duct in relation to his environment. But this phase of the sub¬ 

ject shall receive due consideration in another place. 

This is the absurd theory of the origin of Life, on which is 

based all modern educational systems, including theology and 

medicine. The accepted religious opinion is, that Soul and Man, 

in a manner unknown, unite for a time, then Life goes to the 

grave in death, to be resurrected at some indefinite future date, 

in a manner also unknown, and go thru another state of exist¬ 

ence. 

We shall see that the Life about which we w’rite, and which 

is all the Life there is, is something far more than the result of 

chemical reaction. We shall further see that man is not alive, 

much less being Life; and that the Life of which we speak, never 

dies. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Kinds of Life 
In the preceding chapter we have briefly related the origin 

of *'life” from the scientific standpoint, showing that "life’^ 

originated in the waters of the salty seas. We also saw how, by 

virtue of the desire of the animal, and not the voluntary consent 

of Nature, the animal was able, by its own efforts, to develop 

from one species into another. The law of “each after their 

kind** was disregarded. It did not enter into the proposition at 

all. In fact, in the eyes of science, law exists in fancy, but no: 

in fact. 

In discussing the subject of Life, writers are prone to mention 

the various “forms** of “life,** such as plant life, bird life, animal 

life, and so on. Prof. Henry Drummond believes in the various 

“forms of life,’* and cites the Bible to suport his belief. He says: 
“There are a great many different kinds of Life. If one might give the 

broader meaning of the words of the apostle; 'All life is not the same life. 
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I 

1 

1 

There is one kind o£ life of men, another life of beasts, another of £shes, and 

another of birds.* There is the Life, or the Artist, or the Potter who seg¬ 

ments the worm, the potter who forms the dog, the potter w’ho moulds the 

man. 

"What goes on then in the animal kingdom is this—the Bird-Life seizes 

upon the bird-germ and builds it up into a bird, the image of itself. The 

Reptile-Life seizes upon another germinal speck, assimilates surrounding mat¬ 

ter, and fashions it into a reptile" * * * (Natural Law In The Spiritual 

World p. 292). 

The inconsistent part of the proposition is, while there are 

many different "'kinds of life,” and a different ‘"potter” that 

moulds the different '"kinds of life,” all "'kinds of life” come 

from one kind of material—one clay. Drummond observes: 

"Take the ovule of the worm, the eagle, the elephant, and of man him¬ 

self. Let the most skilled observer apply the most searching tests to distin¬ 

guish one from the other and he will fail. But there is something more sur¬ 

prising still. Compare next the two sets of germs, the vegetable and the ani¬ 

mal. And there is still no shade of difference. Oak and palm, worm and 

man all start in life together. No matter into what strangely different forms 

they may afterwards develop, no matter whether they are to live on sea 

or land, creep or fly, swim or walk, think or vegetate, in the embryo, as it 

first meets the eye of Scie.Tice, they are indistinguishable." 

The human potter, from one kind of clay, moulds with pro¬ 

ficiency and skill anything and everything, from plants to pea¬ 

cocks, from monkey to man, from men to angels, from angels 

to gods, acording to a certain and definite plan. But the Infinite 

Potter, being less adept and skillful than the finite potter, is 

incapable of doing this; so there "must in short be as many pot¬ 

ters as there are forms,” says Drummond. 

Why does he hold to this view? There is a purpose back of 

it, and we soon find it. Here it is: 

"There is another kind of Life of which Science as yet has taken little 

cognizance. It obeys the same laws. It builds up an organism into its own 

form. It is the Christ-Life. As the Bird-Life builds up a bird, the image of 

itself, so the Christ-Life builds up a Christ, the image of Himself, in the 

inward nature of man. When a man becomes a Christian the natural pro¬ 

cess is this: The living Christ enters into his soul. Development begins. The 

quickening Life seizes upon the soul, assimilates surrounding elements, and 

begins to fashion it.” * * * 
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Here is a typical illustration of the astute manner in w^hich 

writers and authors turn, twist, and juggle words, in order to 

fabricate support for their absurd theories and philosophies. Man 

deliberately shuts his eyes to truth in order not to believe, that 

the same phase of Divine Life which animates his form of clay, 

is the same which animates the forms of the bat, baboon, and 

bobcat, the jack-rabbit, jackal, and jackass. Drummond will not 

have it, that the same phase of Divine Life which animates his 

material form, is the same which animated the material form of 

the subtil serpent of the Garden of Eden. 

Wood, the Naturalist, in the preface to his great w^ork in 

three volumes, concludes with these words: 

"Every being which draws the breath of life, forms part of one uni¬ 

versal family, bound together by the tics of a common crcaturchood—and as 

being ourselves Members of that living and breathing family, we learn to 

view with clearer eyes and more reverent hearts those beings which, although 

less Godlike than ourselves in their physical and moral natures, demand for 

that very reason our kindliest sympathies and most indulgent care. For we, 

being made in the image of God, are to them the visible representations of 

that Divine Being who gave the Sabbath alike for men and beast, and who 

takes even the sparrows under His personal protection. 

"It is a great thing to be acquainted with the materia! framework of 

any creature, but it is a far greater thing to know something of the prin¬ 

ciple which gave animation to that structure." 

These arc the conclusions of a man who spent his life in the 

study of the lives and habits of animals; and this w’as written 

in 1813, in the day when the study of the living creatures about 

him inspired a simple piety in the heart of the great naturalist, 

and led him to see that '"every being which draws the breath of 

life, forms part of one universal family, bound together by the 

ties of a common crcaturchood.” 

If w'e shall believe that God is omnipotence, omniscience, 

and omnipresence, and that God is Divine Life, we must also 

believe that Divine Life animates not only man, but everything 

that liveth. This is the doctrine that Giordano Bruno taught in 

the latter part of the sixteenth century, and for his pains the 

priesthood burned him on the pyre in February, 1^00. In his last 
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moments an idolatrous monk thrust a crucifix thru the blaze to 

the burning man, but the dying martyr turned his head away, 

more in pity at such ignorance than in aversion at the offer. 

*'God,” said Bruno, "is in every blade of grass, in every grain 

of sand, and in every atom that floats in the sunshine.” * * 
But “the vulgar creeds of religious bodies have not dared to re¬ 

veal the Truth in its purity and essence.” 

Bruno observes further: 

“Rather would the Church cover the truth with alJegories, with mythi 

and mysteries, which they call sacred; and humanity adorning the veil, 

failed to lift itself up to see the idea behind it. Men saw through the teach¬ 

ings of the Church the shadow rather than the light.’* 

The reason that religionists burn men for holding such beliefs 

and making such declarations, is that it brings man down, in that 

respect, to a level with the beasts of the field- "It might guaran¬ 

tee the Immortality of every living thing,” observes Drummond. 

He continues: 

“In the dog, for instance, the material framework giving way at death, 

might leave the released canine spirit still free to inhabit the old Environ¬ 

ment. And so with every creature which had ever established a conscious 

relation with surrounding things. 

“Now the difficulty in framing a theory of Eternal Life, has been to 

construct one which will exclude the brute creation, drawing the line rigidly 

at man, or at least somewhere within the human race,” * * * 

Man associates with the animal creation here on earth, and 

makes beasts of burden of many of them. His progress, of which 

he is so proud, would have been vastly retarded, but for the 

friendly aid and assistance of the faithful horse. Still, in building 

a "theory of Eternal Life,” he considers none that does not "ex¬ 

clude the brute creation,” and crucifies and burns men who 

are so bold as to assert, that Divine Life is God, and that every 

form results from the indwelling of the Divine Life. 

What a terrible disappointement it would be for the fanati¬ 

cal religionists, those super-spiritualists who rejoice in burning 

men to please their personal God, to find, when their small, sel¬ 

fish "soul” enters the "heaven” they have dreamed of in their 
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material way, that centuries before the "souls” of the prehistoric 

beasts had preceded them to this blissful place. 

Solomon can not be included in this class. He believed that 

all forms were animated by Divine Life, and that, to this extent, 

man had no preeminence above the beast. He said; 

“1 said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that 

God might manifest them, and that they might see that they themselves are 

beasts. 

“For that which befallcth the sons of men befallcth beasts; even one 

thing befallcth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all 

one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast; for all Is 

vanity. All go unto one place; all arc of the dust, and all turn to dust again. 

“Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upw'ard, and the spirit of the 

beast that goeth downward to the earth?” (Ecc. 3:18-21). 

Man is related to everything in his entire environment—the 

beasts, the birds, the reptile, the fish, and finally and fundamen¬ 

tally, to the plant, the base from which every animal form de¬ 

rives its material substance. The form thru which Divine Life 

expresses itself may be a worm, a frog, a dog, a monkey, or a 

man, but it is, nevertheless, an expression of the One Animating 

Force of the Universe. 

Dr. H, Meadows remarks: 

“Although there is no fundamental difference betw’ccn the lowest and 

the highest expression of life, w'e find a higher elaboration of basic principle 

the higher we ascend in the scale of life. The process of digestion, for ex¬ 

ample, is basically the same throughout nature. It consists in the reduction 

of the same substance of which the creature is composed, by a chemical pro¬ 

cess, to a liquid condition in which it can be utilized by the organism. An 

increase in complexity is the only difference between the higher and lower 

creature. This same law holds good anatomically, functionally and mentally 

throughout nature.” 

Those who are too weak to take their life and build a Christ, 

lull themselves into blissful ignorance by thinking that this will 

be done for them by a Christ-Life. But truth does not change 

because it is not believed. Our thoughts change us, but not the 

things about which we think. 
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'The words that I speak to you/' said Christ, *'they are 

spirit and they are life (truth).'* And from this time on many 

of his disciples turned from him, and walked no more with him 

(John 6;6}-66). Man thinks that he is searching for truth. 

He accepts everything but truth, and truth alone he rejects, while 

he burns and crucifies the Servants of Truth. 

Life does not build up a Christ. Life builds forms—not forms 

of Life but forms of minerals, vegetables, and animals. Life, the 

invisible force, builds visible forms thru which to express itself 

on the visible plane. And it is the kind of form that determines 

the "kind of expression" which Life will manifest thru that 

form. 

Reptile-Life and Bird-Life is Divine Life expressed thru those 

forms. Human-Life is Divine Life expressed thru the human- 

form. Christ-Life is Divine Life expressed thru the human-form 

that deports and conducts itself in a Christly way. 

In the face of this truth, which none can dodge, we may 

weep with Solomon: 

For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge 

incrcaseth sorrow (Eccl. i;18). 

CHAPTER IX. 

The Hidden Artist 
In trying to solve the mystery of what Life is, science, we 

have seen, has traced the path of Life down to the smallest visi¬ 

ble particle of matter, and there found no more to explain what 

Life is, than is found in a living man. 

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing 

(John 6:6}), According to the Scriptures, the expression 

"Breath of Life," "Living Soul," "God," and "Spirit," are all 

interchangeable terms, each having the same meaning, each refer¬ 

ring to the same thing. The w'ord "spirit" is derived from the 

Greek “spiritus," meaning "breath." So when we speak of the 

"spiritual world," we refer to the "breath world," whence comes 
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the "breath of life" into the natural world (G. H. Dole, The 

Philosophy of Creation, p. 122). 

In his Psycho-Bio-Physiology, Dr. Willard Carver observes: 

*'All things indigenous to the earth, arc in themselves inanimate, and 

only rake on conduce of animation when they are impelled in a specIHc 

way by the Force of Life. Things that move in the conduct which we 

call animation, are not alive. Life is imminent in such structures, but not 

inherent in them (p. 167), Life, as it is observed in this material existence, 

is but the action of matter under the operation of force" (p, 17^). 

We have seen that the substance from which the form of 

man first begins, is indistinguishable from that which enters into 

the beginning of the oak, worm, eagle, or elephant. This material 

is "a clear structureless, jelly-like substance resembling the albu¬ 

men or white of egg." Of this Prof. Lionel S. Beale says; 

‘'There Is, indeed, a period in the development of every tissue of every 

living thing known to us, when there are actually no structural peculiari¬ 

ties whatever—when the whole organism consists of transparent, structureless, 

semi-fluid bioplasm—when it would not be possible to distinguish the grow¬ 

ing moving matter which was to evolve the oak, from that which was the 

germ of a vertebrate animal. Nor can any difference be discerned between 

the bioplasm matter of the lowest, simplest, epithelial scale of man’s organ¬ 

ism, and that from which the nerve cells of his brain arc to be evolved. 

Neither by studying bioplasm under the microscope nor by any kind of 

physical or chemical investigation known, can we forms any notion of the 

nature of the substance which is to be formed by the bioplasm, or what will 

be the ordinary result of the living,” 

Starting in the uterus of the female, in this clear, structure¬ 

less colloid, an unseen and mysterious something, called the Pot¬ 

ter, begins to perform certain conduct. No science can define 

it. No eye can see it. If examined under the highest powers of 

the miscroscope, nothing can be distinguished but the clear, 

structureless colloid. What is this invisible something? Drum¬ 

mond says; 

“The Artist who operates upon matter in this subtle way and carries 

out his law—is Life.” 

Thus we observe that Life is subjective, while matter is ob¬ 

jective. Bioplasm is not alive, but under the influence of Life— 

Divine Life—it begins to perform certain conduct, and for a spe- 
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cific purpose—for the production of a certain form. It is Life 

I that does the work, w'hile matter is the material out of which 

, the form is made. Drummond further observes: 

“To understand unmistakably that it is really the Potter who does the 

work, let us follow for a moment a description of the process by a trained 

cyc-witness. The observer is Prof. Thomas H. Huxley. Thru the tube of his 

microscope he is watching the development, out of a speck of protoplasm, of 

one of the commonest animals: ‘Strange possibilities,’ says he, ‘lie dormant 

In that semi-fluid globule/ 

"Let a moderate supply of w'armth reach its watery cradle, and the 

plastic matter undergoes changes so rapidly, and yet so steady and purpose¬ 

like in their succession, that one can only compare them to those operated 

I by a skilled modeller upon a formless lump of clay. 

"As with an invisible trowel, the mass is divided and subdivided into 

smaller and smaller portion, until it is reduced to an aggregation of granules 

not too large to build withal the finest fabrics of the nascent organism. And 

II then, it is as though a delicate finger traced out the line to be occupied by 

R the spinal column, and moulded the contour of the body; pinching up the 

|l head at one end, the tail at the other, and fashioning flank and limb into 

^ due proportions in so artistic a way, that, after watching the process hour 

by hour, one is almost involuntarily possessed by the notion, that some more 

subtle aid to vision than an achromatic would show the hidden artist, with 

his plan before him, striving with skillful manipulation to perfect the work." 

Out of this speck of colorless protoplasm, the Hidden Artist 

begins the construction of a form of some kind—it may be plant 

or animal; it may be an oak or an ox; or a monkey or a man. 

j What determines which it shall be? Drummond thinks that the 

^ 41| khid of form depends upon the kind of potter. He remarks: 

"And as there is only one clay, and yet all these curious forms are de- 

I vclopcd out of it, it follows necessarily that the difference lies in the pot- Iters. * * * In Nature one potter is set apart to make each (kind of form) 

* * * One artist makes all the dogs, another makes all the birds, a third 

makes all the men. Moreover, each artist confines himself exclusively to work- 

* ing out his own plan. He appears Co have his own plan somewhat stamped 

K upon himself, and his work is rigidly to reproduce himself." 

The Professor is much mistaken in his observations. The kind 

of form does not depend upon the kind of potter; nor does “one 

artist make all the dogs, another make all the birds, and a third 

make all the men."’ There is one potter—The Great Potter; and 

He makes each and every kind of form. In conformity with the 
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law, “each after their kind,’’ the form is constructed by The 

Great Potter that shall resemble the form of the parents. 

CHAPTER X. 

When Man Begins to Live 
In a minute speck of colorless colloid, in the uterus of the 

female, with “an invisible trowel,” the Hidden Artist, “with his 

plan before him,” begins to construct the form of man. Close 

your eyes and draw a mental picture of this marvelous, unex¬ 

plainable phenomenon. Now watch closely, for if man is alive, 

or if he is Life, here and now is where and when that fact must 

be discovered and determined, or else the problem must always 

remain a mystery. 

So far, this tiny speck of colorless colloid has shown no signs 

of life or of being alive. But watch the change take place. Dr. 

J. H. Kellogg observes: 

"There is nothing more interesting in all the realm of science, than to 

w'atch with the microscope the operations of protoplasm. Let us study this 

■wonderful phenomenon for a few minutes. * Now w'e arc rewarded 

by seeing just what we arc in search of, curious little round masses so trans¬ 

parent as to be almost invisible. They are not very numerous, but scattered 

here and there about the field. 

"Presently wc perceive that some arc changing their form. A moment 

ago the first one we inspected was as round as a W'atch crystal; now it has 

become elliptical in form. A few minutes later we look again, and it has 

stretched itself out in a long filament like an angle-worm. Presently it be¬ 

gins to draw itself up into a round mass again; and, before we can write 

it, it has assumed its original shape, but has changed its position. 

“That is the way the little creature moves about. Ic makes itself into 

the shape of a worm, and then crawls just as a worm does, by making one 

end fast and drawing the rest of the body up. What docs ic move about 

for? Why may it not remain stationary* 

"A few seconds ago ic was as round as a full moon. Now’ there is a 

little pocket in one side. The pocket is growing deeper and deeper. What is 

the object of such curious procedure? • * * The mystery is solved. There 

is a little speck of food which the little creature wishes to get, and so he 

has made a pocket to put ic in. 
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“The queerest part is yet to come, so we must watch patiently a moment 

more. Now the mouth of the pocket is closing up. Evidently the little fel¬ 

low is afraid he may lose the precious morsel, and so he is going to shut the 

pocket to prevent its escape. Now' the opening is closed, and before we are 

aw'arc of it, the pocket itself has disappeared, and there it the little particle 

inside. 

“This seems a miraculous process, but it is the way these little creatures 

have of taking food. As wc become better acquainted with proto¬ 

plasm, it docs not seem so strange, after all, that it should be capable of mak¬ 

ing a plant, painting a flow'cr, building a tree, or even of forming a man; 

and that is /ust what it docs“ {Home Hand-Book). 

The tiny speck of colorless colloid, "so transparent as to be 

almost invisible," is commencing to move about, and this state 

is said to be "the beginning of a new life." From whence comes 

the "new life?" Does it come from the mother? Is the life of 

the mother also the life of the "new life?" Let us notice what 

Dr. Carver says: 

“From the instant of the entrance of the spermatozoon into the ovum, 

marked and characteristic changes take place in its germinal part as well as 

in that of the male germinal part. These immediately begin conduct w'holly 

distinct and different from that so far performed. The elements of the ovum 

approach the spermatozuun in w^hat is knowm as the cone of attraction, as 

though welcoming its entrance and attempting to make safe and easy its 

path of movement. 

“The germinal elements from being concentrated, separate into their 

panicles, and the general cytoplasm of the ovum, as it is called, begins to be 

organized with relation to what arc now called the male pro-nucicus and the 

female pro-nuclcus, and as this arrangement occurs, the gametes or pro¬ 

nuclei travel coward each other. 

“By the time they come near to each other, certain elements of each 

stand out separately, and coming nearer, these separate, individual particles 

merge and fuse, as it were, into each other, producing a clear field, in which 

nothing appears. Finally, after a period of seeming quiescence, granulation 

occurs at the point between the places occupied by the gametes when they 

disappeared (from sight). 

“The granulated point is the beginning of the new person, and is called 

the Zygote or pre-embryo, the production of which completes the period of 

impregnation. 

“It w'ill be seen that where the gametes, floating in their fluids, differ 

from lymph corpuscles, for example, is at the entrance of the spermatozoon 

into the ovum. Up to that moment their life-history and conduct present 
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nothing different from that of lymph corpuscles. The gametes have been 

acting in conformity w'ith the energy animating the male and female organ¬ 

isms in which they w^cre produced. 

“Upon impregnation all is changed; they cease thus to act, and begin to 

act according to the law of a new' energy, and in such manner .as to produce 

a new' organism, composed primarily of the material brought from the par¬ 

ents in the g.imetcs. 

“The temptation to enter the realm of speculation as to what this new 

energy is, that manifests itself .it this juncture, will be repressed, for it has 

not yet been given to human beings to know'. 

"^■'ith regard to the animating force, it is sufficient, at this time, to 

say, that it is an intelligent energy, that fiishions the organism, and main¬ 

tains it to the instant of dissolution (death)’* (Psycho-Bio*Physiology, p. 

lS)4-y). 

The life of the mother is not the life of the "new person." 

Nor is the Hfc of the father the life of the "new person." For 

the male and the female gametes, floating in their flulci.s, exhibit 

no di.stinguishable difference from ordinary blood and lymph cor¬ 

puscles, floating in their fluids. 

The male and the female gametes meet and fuse; they dis¬ 

appear from sight, leaving a "clear field" in which nothing is 

discernablc. "Up to that moment," says Dr, Carver, "their life- 

history and conduct present nothing different from that of 

lymph corpuscles." 

But after that, all is changed. The granules that come into 

view in the "clear field,” begin to act according to the law of a 

"new energy,” continues Dr. Carver, "and in such manner as to 

produce a new organism, composed primarily of the material 

brought from the parents in the gametes." 

What about this "new energy?" What is it? Where was it 

before the gametes met, fused, and disappeared? Why did it 

appear afterwards? And if not there before, from whence 

came it? 

The answer, apparently puzzling and complex, is exceedingly 

simple, and devoid of confusion and mystery. To solve our prob¬ 

lem we must discover the principle. What is that principle? It 

is, that God (Divine Life) is omnipotence, omniscience, and om- 



32 THE DIVINE LIFE 

nipresfcnce. This we are taught, and this we believe. If we be- 

lieve it, we have found ourselves; but if we believe it not, we are 

lost. 

It is written that God is a Spirit; that the words that I 

speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. Spirit and Life 

are interchangeable terms; they both mean the same thing. For 

it is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing (John 

4:24; 6:63). The second man, that is the spirit that quickeneth, 

IS THE LORD FROM HEAVEN (1 Cor. 15:41). 

If Life is Spirit, if Spirit is God, and if God is omnipotence, 

omniscience, and omnipresence, then Life, the very Life that 

quickens the body when it is but an invisible speck in the female 

uterus, and builds that invisible speck into a 150-pound man, is 

omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence. 

Life does not come from anywhere. It is here, there, and 

everywhere, now, ever, and always. In the ‘‘clear field*’ we had 

Divine Life cornered in a space so small that the microscope 

could not reveal it. We could see nothing, yet we know Divine 

Life is there, because we beheld evidence of a "new energy.** 

Would a more powerful aid to human vision reveal its pres¬ 

ence? No. The clay can not see the Potter. The receptive ca¬ 

pacity of the human brain is limited. It can receive only so 

much intelligence as it can use, and no more. Less intelligence 

svould be insufficient for the needs of the organism, and more 

would be superfluous. 

Divine Life rigidly observes the Law of Economy. No ani¬ 

mal is endowed beyond its needs, and none are given less than its 

needs require. Every living creature is endowed with capacity 

to receive from the Unlimited Source, sufficient intelligence to 

enable it to live in the environment in which it is usually placed. 

No more, and no less, is given to man. 

In order for man to have power to discover Divine Life, he 

would have to possess Divine Intelligence in its fullness; and in 

that event he would not be a man; he would not be a part of the 
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animal kingdom. He would be Life in himself, instead of a lowly 

form of clay, thru which Divine Life expresses itself. 

The "new energy” that fashions the organism and maintains 

it, from the moment of impregnation in the uterus of the female 

to the moment of death, is the Great Potter, the Hidden Artist, 

who wields the Mystic Trowel. On this point Pastor Russel 

makes the following remarks: 

"The boldest and ablest scientists and evolutionists have attempted to 

show that man’s life was not a gift from the Creator. Theoretically they 

have brought man and all the lower animals up, by evolution process, from a 

microscopic germ; yea, from protoplasm, which Prof. Huxley called 'the 

physical basis of life;* and they fain would in some way ignore the Creator 

and Life-giver entirely; but, as a matter of fact, they have been unable to 

suggest any way that even protoplasm could get life from inert matter. To 

this extent, therefore, they are obliged to recognize a first great cause of life” 

(The Atonement, etc., p. 398). 

Here is the same error, as old as the race, and the one that 

Christ strove to correct. Life is not a gift from the Creator; 

for Life IS the Builder, the Hidden Artist, the Creator, animating 

the lifeless form of clay, God is a Spirit, and it is the Spirit 

that quickeneth. The life that the organism appears to possess, 

is not life in itself, but is merely the movements of the material 

form as it is handled by the Great Potter. The body is merely 

animated by Divine Life. In him we live, and move, and have 

our beings 

As to this Dr. Carver observes: 

"Every animate substance in the entire realm of nature, gives unim¬ 

peachable proof that what we call living substance is nothing more than 

inanimate molecules, the relation of which is caused by a given energy to pro¬ 

duce a new and different form of conduct, which conduct we call living. 

Substances so organized and energized wc classify as being animated. 

"In the abstract, the fact of animate substances consisting only in form 

and relationship of inanimate particles, formed and related according to the 

law of a given energy, only occurs to the student as being strange, because of 

the newness of the thought, and not because of a possibility of its inaccuracy.” 

Life, as we have said, is everywhere—in the matrix of the 

female as well as in the bowels of the earth, in the depth of the 
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sea as well as in the vastness of the sky. Its manifestations be¬ 

come visible when it has material forms thru which to express 

itself. But is can not build these forms until there exist the 

conditions demanded by law. When and where these conditions 

do exist, the Spiritual World (The Father), and the Material 

World (The Mother), meet and unite—and the Great Union 

thus formed is God in the Ultimate and Absolute. 

The apparent complexity and mystery arc so because we fail 

to find the principle back of them. We can not find the prin¬ 

ciple because we can not find the Father. We are lost; and the 

Son of Man came to save that which is lost (Matt. 18:11). But 

he was rejected because a material world could not comprehend 

his words of Spirit and of Truth (John 6:63). 

Lost men live in the material world, and live not, for the ma¬ 

terial does not live. Men who find the Father live in the Spiritual 

World, and know that the Father alone hath life in Himself. It 

w'as to the lost men that Christ spoke these words: 

Ye arc from beneath (from the dust); I am from above (spirit); ye are of 

this -world (dust); I am not of this -world (dust) (John 8:2)). 

Christ shut his eyes to the material world, and so found the 

Father. Other men will find the Father only when they do like¬ 

wise. When men cast off the teaching that worships the shadow, 

and lift the veil that hides the light, they will find Truth; and 

then complexity and mystery will yield to unity and simplicity. 

Life, Divine Life, God the Father, is present everywhere and 

always. But before wc can perceive this majestic presence. Life 

must clothe itself with a material form. The moment the ovum 

is impregnated by the spermatozoon of the male, the condition 

suitable for the visible manifestation of Life is supplied; and 

Life lays hold of the ovum at this instant, and the gametes “be¬ 

gin to act according to the law of a new energy, and in such 

manner as to produce a new organism.” 

The individual existence of the “new person” begins at this 

moment; and from now on the growth of the “new person” is 

accomplished by the systematic addition of new material to the 
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tiny speck of colorless colloid, under the direct influence of the 

“new energy.” 

But the “new energy” does not grow. “For it is unthinka¬ 

ble,” says Dr. Carver, “to conceive that Life can grow.” It is 

the “new person” that grows, and the growth results from “the 

relation of elements,” continued Dr. Carver, “under the domina¬ 

tion of a given energy, and the whole is (animated) and indi¬ 

vidualized by that energy.” 

Since Life is, and does not and can not grow, then the Life 

that animates the “new person” from his earliest existence, is the 

same Life that continues to express itself thru the form of the 

“new person,” From the first to the last, from the instant the 

ovum is impregnated to the instant of death. The reason that 

Life app<J3£s to express itself more fully as the form grows, is 

because ilie formi becoming more complete day by day, is capa¬ 

ble of more complete expression of the force that animates it. 

Thus wc observe clwt man is not alive. His body is never more 

than inert matter. “It is the spirit that quickeneth, the body 

profiteth nothing,” says Christ (John 6:63). As the body moves 

under the quickening force of Life, wc are deceived, wc see and 

see not, and we think the body is alive. The fact is that it is only 

quickened by the spirit—and the entire teaching of Christ was 

directed to the task of trying to impress that truth on the mind 

of man. 

The reader should remember well the things just related. For 

he must come to a day when he will be required to “lay down his 

life;” and he will then wonder whether his “soul” is destined 

for “heaven” or “hell.” 

Consider the gross falsity inherent in a theology that teaches 

that man has a “soul” which takes a long “flight” after death, 

and lands in cither “heaven” or “hell,” depending on that man’s 

conduct during his lifetime. 

There is no such thing as "soul” as that term is generally un¬ 
derstood. Soul is individualized Spirit or Divine Life. The body is 
composed of Matter that is animated by Divine Life. That is all 
man is. Death is a term signifying the separation of Divine Life 
from Matter. As 
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Divine Life, when its presence was first detected in the impreg¬ 

nated ovum, came from nowhere, being everywhere, being omni¬ 
presence, why shall we believe thar if must rake a long journey 
after death? 

The Life that animates the impregnated ovum, is the same 

Life that leaves the body at death, and it has remained unchanged 

from the first to the last. When it leaves the body,— 

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall 

return unto God who gave it (Eccl. 12:7). 

When Divine Life leaves the body, it returns to the place 

it came from. 

CHAPTER XL 

Relation of Man to Life 
In the uterus of the female, from particles of matter so min¬ 

ute that nothing but a “clear field” is visible under the micro¬ 

scope, Divine Life begins to build the human form. The pro¬ 

cess from this moment until death is, in its broadest sense, one 

of construction and destruction. 

The physical body is built of particles extracted from air, 

water, soil, and sunshine. With this material, Divine Life con¬ 

structs a definite form after a definite pattern. The pattern is 

that impressed upon the colorless colloid by inheritance. As 

rapidly as material is built into the body, it is used up, worn out, 

broken down, and cast ofi; and with the same regularity, new 

parts out of new material are rebuilt into their places. 

By the aid of the microscope, we can follow the new build¬ 

ing material dowm in the body, before birth and after birth, in 

the child or in the adult, until it finally passes from the field of 

vision, because of the minuteness of the divisions which it under¬ 

goes. Before it passes out of sight, wc could perceive no change 

of the new built material into any particle that resembled a cell 

or the molecule of a cell. After it passes out of sight nothing 

is known of the process that occurs. 
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The process of construction and destruction is performed in 

the interstitial spaces of the body—that is to say, in the inter¬ 

spaces between the cells. We should remember that cells are com¬ 

posed of hundreds of molecules, that molecules are composed of 

hundrds of atoms, that atoms are composed of hundreds of ions, 

and so on—and that atoms are the smallest particles that arc 

large enough to be seen with the microscope. Yet, in this invisi¬ 

ble realm within the body, between the invisible particles of 

w^hich the body is composed, Divine Life performs all function 

of the body—not only chat of construction and destruction of 

the cells, molecules, atoms, etc., but of every function, whatever 

it may be. How these functions are performed, man will never 

know, and physiology will remain a mystery. 

We have seen that the body itself, from the first, does noth¬ 

ing of itself. Behind it, over it, or shall we say within it, is and 

remains from the first to the last, the Hidden Artist—the force 

we call Divine Life, for the want of better terminology. 

In the “clear field, in which nothing appears, finally, after 

a period of seeming quiescence, granulation occurs at a point 

between the places occupied by the gametes when they disap¬ 

peared. The granulation point is the beginning of the new per¬ 
son.” 

As the Hidden Artist begins the work of arranging colorless 

colloids into definite form, “a new and different form of conduct, 

which conduct we call living,” becomes plainly evident. This 

“new and different form of conduct” did not arise in, nor come 

from, the colorless colloid; because wc know from every day ex¬ 

perience that if the Hidden Artist should withdraw his myster¬ 

ious and elusive presence, the signs of life—the “new and dif¬ 

ferent form of conduct”—would immediately vanish. 

When the Hidden Artist begins, in the female uterus, the 

work of w'eaving colorless colloid into definite form, the signs 

of life for the first time arc visible. Life is not part of the color¬ 

less colloid, for its presence can not be detected until at a certain 

time, and then we can tell that the Hidden Artist has arrived, 
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only because of the peculiar and definite conduct exhibited by 

the colorless colloid. 

It is the operation of the Hidden Artist upon and within 

the material form, that makes men believe they are alive. That 

is all there is of life in man, from beginning to end, from the 

time the speck of colorless colloid begins to move, until the day 

when the Hidden Artist withdraws from the form, and the state 

called death ensues. 

Divine Life is the invisible force that moves; matter is the 

visible form that is moved. Seeing the effect of the operation of 

Divine Life in and on matter, but not seeing Divine Life, and 

not understanding its presence, we think that matter, because 

it moves, is alive. We mistake the effect for the cause. Men 

make the same mistake in many, many ways. We see what ap¬ 

pears to be the Sun revolving around the Earth, and once be¬ 

lieved that this was a fact. He now knows that it is only an il¬ 

lusion. It is the appearance that deceives the sense of man, and 

leads him to believe that he is Life. 

The ray of light passes invisibly thru space, and is seen only 

when it falls on an object. Divine Life passes invisibly thru all 

space, and permeates and penetrates all things, down into the 

deepest recesses of the earth; but only when it operates thru or¬ 

ganized forms, does its majestic presence become known. It is 

the effect that we see, for the Divine Life is not visible on the 

material plane. No man hath seen God (Divine Life) at any 

time (John 1:18). But the presence of the Hidden Artist is 

known thru its works. 

Without the form of man as the instrument thru which to 

w'ork, Divine Life could not express itself in its highest state, 

and the green globe on which we live would have remained a vast 

wilderness of forests and jungles. Without Divine Life to con¬ 

struct his body and animate it, man could not have come into 

existence, much less do the things which he appears to do, and 

which he thinks he does of himself. As a man thinketh in his 

heart, so he is. How can w^e ever change the thought that man 
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is Life? How can we make him understand that it is the spirit 

that quickeneth, while the flesh profiteth nothing? 

Man is not alive. He has no more to do with the w'ork which 

he thinks he performs, than has the violin with the marvelous 

melodies drawn from its depths by the bow of the artist. 

Man is only an instrument. So is the violin. Back of the violin 

is the living artist. He constructs the violin for a specific pur¬ 

pose. Could the violin perform that purpose without the artist? 

Without the artist, the violin could not have come into existence. 

After coming into existence, it could do nothing but for the 

artist. It would be a dead, inert wood and glue and strings. So 

also the artist, without the violin, would be unable to express to 

the world, the melodious music of the storm, the rythmic gurgle 

of the cataract, the laughter of children, the sweet strains of the 

mocking bird—the wonderful harmonies surging thru his soul. 

It is impossible, by the use of material illustrations, to paint 

an accurate picture of the relation of the material to the imma¬ 

terial, of the physical to the spiritual, of the instrument to the 

worker, of the violin to the artist, of the body to its Divine Oper¬ 

ator and Performer. 

The body, like the violin, had nothing to do with its forma¬ 

tion, organization, and construction. The body is only the clay 

in the hands of the Potter. Behind it is the Hidden Artist, which 

we call Divine Life—that great mystery which none can know, 

and which ever remains invisible. 

Life is a force. The fact of its unexplainable mystery does 

not detract from its reality. Nor is the reality a mere mental 

conception; it is the substantial force called Life. No man has 

seen it; no man will ever see it. We behold only its manifesta¬ 

tion. It is the Hidden Artist that is responsible for all we know, 

and see, and do. 

While the body is eternally changing, the Hidden Artist re¬ 

mains the same. From the instant the ovum is impregnated to 

the instant of death, the Hidden Artist, the Divine Life, remains 

unchanged. As the infant grows, and finally comes to maturity, 
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it appears that Life grows, that the body expresses Life to greater 

degree. And the body does express Life to greater degree; but 

this is so only because, as the body growls, it becomes more capa¬ 

ble of greater expression. Life does not grow. It is the body 

that grows. 

ij 

1, 

■ 

CHAPTER XII. 

Man is Not Life 
Divine Life is God and God is Divine Life. Man lives be¬ 

cause Divine Life flows thru his body. Yet Divine Life is no 

more confined in the body it quickens, than substance is confined 

in its shadow. “Life is imminent in such structures,” says Dr. 

Carver, “but not inherent in them.” 

If Life W'^ere inherent in the structure, it w^ould be part of the 

structure. But it is no more part of the structure, than is the 

Sun part of its reflection upon the face of the earth. If the earth 

were not, there w^ould be no reflection of the Sun’s rays from it; 

but that would not affect nor efface the Sun. 

A man begins his individual existence the moment that the 

minute gametes, composing his tiny organism, are separated into 

their consisting particles, and are rc-arranged and related to con¬ 

stitute a separate entity. This makes it clear that animal forms 

are not alive, but are just animated particles of matter, con¬ 

structed by Life into a definite form, which, without the ani¬ 

mating force of Life, w^ould be nothing more than inert matter 

(Carver). 

Man is not Life. Man is not even alive. He is but a material 

instrument thru w'hich Life operates, and Life continues such 

operation so long as the Instrument complies and conforms in 

every detail with the law^ A man’s feeling that he is Life, or 

that he is alive, instead of being the instrument thru which Life 

expresses itself, arises from appearance only. He thinks he is 

Life, when in fact he is merely an organized form of matter, so 

constructed that Life can operate thru his body. 
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Should w'^e be surprised at this last statement? 'We observe 

force operating thru matter on all sides of us, and think it a very 

ordinary occurrence. Contemplate the things that are accom¬ 

plished by the operation of electricity thru a copper wire. It is 

not the wire that does the work. We speak of such a wire as 

being “alive.” But if we cut off the current flow'ing thru it, in¬ 

stead of a “live wire” we have a “dead wire,” a wire that can 

do nothing; and yet the wire itself, to all appearances, has under¬ 

gone no visible change. 

We see a man performing work, and we say that he is alive. 

He is alive only in the same sense that the copper wire is alive. 

The reason why man can perform more complicated work than 

a wire can, is because man is a more complicated structure than 

a wnre is, and because the force flowing thru his form is the 

highest degree of force knowm. It is a force of infinite intelli¬ 

gence, which not only operates thru matter, but which con¬ 

structs matter into a multitude of forms in order to perform 

a multitudinous variety of work. 

Regardless of how much life a man appears to possess, or 

how much he seems to be alive, he becomes just as dead as the 

wire the moment the flow of Life thru his form is cut off. The 

speeding runner, exhibiting in his body the Divine Life throbbing 

at its highest rate, suddenly has his heart pierced with the deadly 

rifle ball, and his form immediately sinks into an immovable heap 

upon the ground, to rise no more by virtue of the pow^’er which 

it appeared before to possess. 

What has happened? The flow of Life thru the body has been 

cut ofi. The form of clay no longer complies with the require¬ 

ments of the law governing animated bodies, and so Divine Life 

departs therefrom, showing that the body is just animated parti¬ 

cles of matter which, without the animating force of Life, be¬ 

come nothing more than an inert mass of clay. 

Thus we observe that a man is no more alive than is a copper 

w'ire. Man makes copper wire to convey electrical force for the 

purpose of performing certain kinds of work. The Creator makes 
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man in order that He may express Himself thru man, and 

operate thru man for the purpose of performing work on the 

visible plane that could not otherwise be performed. 

This knowledge brings us squarely face to face with the fact, 

that it is literally true, that in Him we live, and move, and 

have our being, as the poets have unconsciously said (Acts 

17:28). We often wonder whether the one who uttered these 

words, realized how true they are. And yet how faintly a few of 

us comprehend the great truth here, because false conceptions 

and mis-education as to Divine Life have closed our eyes and 

perverted our understanding, so that seeing, we see not, and 

hearing, we hear not (Mark 8:18). 

The Master dug down and found the spiritual man. He was 

not deluded by the deception of sight. He knew what Life is, 

and endeavored to convey the information to a lost world. He 

declared that he knew the Father, because He lived by the 

Father. But the religious world rejected His teachings, just as 

it did that of the Seers and the Prophets who preceded Him and 

who come after Him. Sixteen hundred years after Christ, Bruno 

is burned by a fanatical priesthood for teaching the doctrine 

which Christ taught, and which is taught us by every living 

thing on the face of the earth. 

The sixth chapter of John clearly explains the whole thing. 

But since the belief in material things now, as then, closes the 

eyes, stops the ears, and shuts up the understanding (Matt. 

13:13-17), few men of this age can read that chapter and get 

any more out of it, than did the multitude get out of the spo¬ 

ken words of Jesus. 

Jesus declared that He lived by the Father (John 6:S7), 

There is nothing strange or marvelous about that. Had He said 

that He did not live by the Father, then indeed would we know 

that He was in error. Every man lives by the One Common 

Father Of All, without which nothing is or can be. Man does 

not live by his material father, for his material father, having 

no life in himself, has none to give. Every man lives by the 
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Father, which is the Spiritual Father, the Divine Life. Man is the 

image of the Father, not in flesh but in spirit. God is a Spirit. 

It is the Father alone that hath "Life in Himself.” 

This is the bread (Divine Life) which came down from 

heaven. I do not mean the (material) bread that your fathers 

ate, and are deadj for he that eateth of this bread (Divine Life) 

shall live forever (John 6:5 8). 

What bread did He refer to? The bread which came down 

from heaven. What kind of bread was it that came down from 

heaven? The Breath Of Life (Gen. 2:7); the spiritual body; the 

Lord from heaven (1 Cor. 15:44-47). It is the “living soul” 

which came down from heaven; for the material form is of the 

earth, earthy. 

This statement was too much, even for the disciples. They 

murmured at such astonishing declarations; they were steeped in 

materialism; they thought only in terms of materialism; conse¬ 

quently, it was very logical that they should fail to grasp the 

spiritual aspect of the situation. The Master tried to clear away 

the fog with this clean-cut statement: 

It is the spirit that quickeneih; the flesh profiteth noihir.gj the words 

that I speak to you, they are spirit, and they are life (John 6:63). 

There is no room for doubt here, for this plain language puts 

all doubt at rest for once and for all. The flesh is not Life; in 

fact it is not even alive, for it profits nothing because it is quick¬ 

ened by the spirit—by the “bread which came down from 

heaven.” Jesus is not talking about the flesh, for he says, THE 

WORDS THAT I SPEAK TO YOU, THEY ARE SPIRIT, 

AND THEY ARE LIFE. He was talking about the spirit, about 

life—Divine Life, that great, majestic, marvelous, elusive force 

w'hich men in every age have sought to know, and which they 

refuse to understand when explained to them. 

From this time on many of his disciples went back and 

walked no more with him (John 6:66). They could not under¬ 

stand. It did not fit and fill the space in their heart. They were 
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looking for temporal greatness. Divine Life meant nothing to 

them, 

Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye can 

not hear my word. Because I tell you the truth, ye be¬ 

lieve me not. Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I 

say the truth, why do ye not believe me (John 8:45, 45, 46). 

Today, almost twenty long centuries since the message of 

Spirit and of Life failed to dent the ivory domes of the material¬ 
ists, men believe that Life is nothing more than the reaction of 

a chemical formula; the stinking gas rising from the decompo¬ 

sition of matter. They still believe that Life is a thing that 
originated in the salty sea, and that man, by ages of struggle, 

succeeded in wresting from Nature, and did not receive from the 
Creator, all the various parts and members of his marvelous body, 
which body he thinks is alive, 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Man Does Nothing of Himself 
If man could be made to understand that it is the Spirit 

that quickeneth, and that the flesh prohteth nothing, such 
knowledge would open up to him more startling truths than have 
been discovered in all the ages past. It is written: 

Without me ye can do nothing. The Faicher that dwcllcth in me, he 

docth the works (John 15:5, and 14:10). For it is God which worketh in you 

both to will and to do His good pleasure (Phil, 2:13). 

The Christian world thinks these pretty phrases. But do men 
believe in them? The so-called Christian shows by his conduct 
that he has less faith in them, than he has in the declaration— 

In Him w'e live, and move, and have our being. 

To prove that man can do nothing of himself, we need only 
consider the marvelous apparatus by which man is made ac¬ 
quainted with his surroundings—the special senses. For the pur¬ 
pose at hand, a consideration of the eye, the organ of sight, is 
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sufficient, since the same philosophy is employed in the explana¬ 
tion of each organ of sensation. 

Does the eye see? Can the open eye of a dead man see? If 

the eye is possessed in itself of the power of sight, then the open 
eye of a dead man could see equally as well as the eye of a liv¬ 
ing man. For what is lacking in death that is not lacking in life? 

But some will argue that the power of sight resides in the 
optic nerve and the brain. Granting this to be true, then the 
eye of the dead man should be able to see as well as the eye of 
the living man, so long as the connection between the eye, the 
optic nerve, and the brain remains intact. For if the power of 
sight arises in and comes from the brain, out thru the optic 
nerve to the eye, why should so small a change as the absence 
of Life interfere with the operation of the power of sight? 

If the power of sight resides in the brains, then the absence 
of Life would be incapable of restricting or destroying that 
power. But since the absence of Life totally destroys the power 
or sense of sight, together with all the other functions of the 
body, we know that the sense of sight, instead of residing in 
the brain, arises as the direct effect of the operation of Life thru 
the brain, and thru the optic nerve, to the eye. 

The eye is but a lense thru which light vibrations enter from 
the outer world. These vibrations reach the optic nerve, thru 
the vibrations of the vitreous body of the eyeball, and are trans¬ 
mitted over the optic nerve to the brain. In the brain Divine 
Life transforms into intelligence, the sensation produced by the 
material world coming in contact with Divine Life thru this 
particular and specifically constructed channel. The result is 
what we call sight, which in fact is merely a mental state; for 
the brain can not see any more than the eye can see. However, 
we do not desire to leave the impression that all is mind and mind 
is all. The mind would be as blank as the empty sky, if no visi¬ 
ble objects existed to call the mind into activity. 

The eye of itself has no more capacity to see than has a glass- 
eye lying in a jewelry store. For the eye is only matter, com- 
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posed of material that comes from the dust of the ground, and is 

constructed by Life into its unique and particular form. The 

same remarks apply with equal force to the optic nerve, the 

brain, and each and every other part of the body. 

The material body, let us repeat, is simply an instrument, as 

we are so often told in the Scriptures, by means of which Life 

(Spirit) produces certain changes and performs certain functions 

on the Visible Plane, Hence, w'hen Life is withdrawn from the 

body, the body is without sensation, for the body has no sensa¬ 

tion in itself. Therefore, we know that all sensation, which man 

erroneously believes comes from his body, actually comes from 

the operation of Life in and thru his body. 

The body, being nothing more than the material instrument 

that furnishes Life an avenue thru which to operate on the Visi¬ 

ble Plane, upon the departure of Life from the body, which 

event is called death, the material world can no longer be sen- 

sated by the body, because the power of sensation resides not in 

the body, but in Divine Life. 

The Great Teacher was not deceived by appearances; for He 

lived by faith and not by sight. Being guided by the teaching 

of the great Moses, w^ho believed in a material man and a spiritual 

man, Jesus dug down beneath the material surface and found 

the spiritual man—THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE 

LIFE (John 14:6). 

By virtue of this discovery, He knew that He and the Father 

were one and inseparable, for He knew that His Life was but an 

expression the Great Spirit in and thru his material form. He 

tried to teach this great truth to men, but because of their false 

belief in relation to Life, they could not understand Him. 

He told them: 

"I and my Father arc one. The Father is in me, and 1 in Him (John 

11:30-38). The words that I speak unto you, I speak not of myself; but 

the Father that dwellcth in me. He docth the works” (John 14:10). 

Likewise every man and the Father are one. The Father is in 

every man, and every man is in the Father. The words that men 
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appear to speak, they speak not of themselves; but the Father 

that dwelleth in them, He it is that doeth the works. Other¬ 

wise, how could it be that God is ALL IN ALL? and that in Him 

we live, and move, and have our being? 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Influence of Training and Tradition 
We have no especial desire to pick a quarrel with the preach¬ 

ers. They are but the human product of their material environ¬ 

ment. To this extent they are not liable for the gross ignorance 

exhibited in the field of their labor. 

As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. And men’s thoughts 

are the product of their surroundings, the belief of their ances¬ 

tors, the age in which they live, the education they receive, the 

errors they are compelled to accept, the traditions of their land, 

the customs of their country, the doctrines of their day. 

Few men of the past have had the strength and courage to 

rise above this ruling plane, take the molten calf made for them 

by their tutors, burn it in the fire, and grind it to powder, and 

strew it upon the water. For experience discloses that to do so is 

dangerous- Bloodshed and persecution, the hemlock and the rack, 

the stake and the cross, have always awaited those who dared 

question the settled opinions of the times. 

Men are securely held in line by a carefully planned system of 

mis-education. The human mind must not be permitted to de¬ 

velop, expand, and burst asunder the venerable doctrines and tra¬ 

ditions of the past. Each succeeding generation must be kept in 

the beaten path of stupidity and superstition. To this end, society 

sets apart the years of the young, when the mind is tender, plas¬ 

tic, and undeveloped, for instructing them in the absurd lore and 

twaddle of past ages, thus effectively moulding their mind to fit 

the false forms of yesterday, instead of developing it to create 

new and better forms for the morrow. 
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Few will admit it, but it is a fact nevertheless, that 

the influence of tradition and the educational systems of society, 

hold men today in bondage as firm and as absolute, as that which 

enslaved the children of Israel under the galling yoke of the 

Egyptian Pharaohs. And this blasting influence the minister of 

the gospel can not escape. 

Every Sunday at church, in every corner of Christendom, the 

dignified doctor of divinity, a man generally respected and rev¬ 

erenced by his flock for his supposed possession of the Truth that 

makes men free, with much solemnity rises up from his seat, 

folds his arms across his manly chest, closes his eyes, bows his 

gray head, and fervently invokes the personal God of Christianity 

to hear him, and to bless, protect, aid, and assist all those "dear 

ones” within the sound of the word apparently spoken by his 

material lips. 

Can the Clay speak to the Potter? Can the Flesh, which 
never lived, commune with the Spirit, which alone is Life? Docs 
matter of, and from itself, have the capacity of thought, action, 
speech, etc? What is meant by "In Him we live, and move, and 
have our being?” Also it is written: 

For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speak- 

eth in you (Matt, 10:20). 

It is said that we are progressing in matters of religion as w^ell 

as in other pursuits; but we still persist in believing that men 

pray, act, talk, think, move, and live, when it is clearly taught 

that the Spirit of the Lord speaks thru us, and that His words 

are in our tongue, (Sam. 23:2). 

How can prejudiced, biased, bigoted people be made to under¬ 

stand, that if Life, call it Soul, Spirit, God, or what you will, did 

not animate the material form of their ministers, did not move 

their lips of dust, did not speak, as it were, from their material 

mouth, the very words that men appear to utter, in praising their 

personal God, could never form, nor sound, nor leave their ma¬ 

terial lips. Being so ignorant of material existence, how utterly 

ignorant such men must be of spiritual existence. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Ancient Worship Rules Today 
The modern custom of worship, like the modern practice of 

medicine, is the child of ancient idolatry—of bloody animal and 

human sacrifice. Men have always craved some material form 

of worship. They have been idolaters from the dawn of human 

history, and have worshipped various objects, ranging from 

deadly reptiles to golden calves, from Molcch, the "Ere god,” to 

sacred bulls (Ex. 32:4). 

Prof. N. N. Riddell observes: 

*'Thc tendency to worship the supernatural is an innate attribute of 

human nature. It is said that there has never been discovered a race or 

tribe of people but that had some form of worship. The objects of their 

worship have been as variable as human invention, fancy, and fear could 

conceive of—man has worshipped almost everything in nature, from the 

pebble that he crushes beneath his feet to the sun that lights the universe" 

(Human Nature Explained, p. 281). 

Some races have worshipped the sun, moon, and stars. Others 

have deified animals, as the Egyptians, who w^orshipped the 

sacred bull Apis. Of the wdsc King Solomon it is written: 

Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of 

Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination 

of the children of Ammon, And likewise did he for all his strange wives, 

w'hich burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods (1 Kings 11:7, 8). 

Again we read: 

And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley 

of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire. 

* * * And they built the high places of Baal, which arc in the valley of 

the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the 

fire unto Molech. ■* * * (Jer. 7:31, 32, 31). 

And again wc read: 

And they served their idols; which were a snare unto them. Yea, they 

sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils. And shed innocent 

blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sac¬ 

rificed unco the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood (Ps. 

10(:36-38). 
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Here we find a written account of the '*chosen people of 

God/* erecting iron gods, building roaring fires in them, then 

casting their children into this red-hot furnace to be consumed 

by its furious flames. And no doubt their God looked on, and 

was pleased, and approved the procedure. 

However, it may have grieved some of the people in their 

heart, to indulge in this sort of '‘god worship,** Some must have 

shed tears to see their children offered in such bloody sacrifice. 

Yet they believed in it, because they were educated into that 

faith; and the education was prescribed by rulers steeped in prej¬ 

udice, superstition, egotism, selfishness, and murder. 

These people were the slaves of their merciless rulers and 

leaders. They were kept in ignorance in order that they might 

not discover truth. And when the Great Teacher showed them 

the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6), the rulers knew 

that the end of their day was near, unless they promptly took 

some drastic action. 

The rank and file of this age fail to realize how completely 

they are in bondage. Many will not believe it when so informed. 

Others, being slaves of their deceivers, join with the selfish 

"powers that be,’* in the persecution of them W'ho strive to show 

that the hand of the tyrant is at man’s throat today, just as 

surely as in the past. The iron hand of medical tyranny, for 

instance, is slowly closing on the throat of civilization. As an 

enemy of man, it will soon rival the Inquisition established by 

Pope Gregory IX in 123 5. 

When physicians take the filthy pus, drawn from the belly 

of a sick calf, and deliberately inject it into the pure blood¬ 

stream of your child, and unqualifiedly declare to you, with a 

look of assurance on their faces, that this procedure will pro¬ 

tect your child from disease, then by lectures, by press propa¬ 

ganda, by the persecution of all who oppose it, and by every 

other conceivable means, instil into your mind such education 

as keeps you in total ignorance of the truth, and leads you to 
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believe in and submit to that idolatrous practice of poisoning, 

you can sum it all up by saying, you are also shedding innocent 

blood, even the blood of your children, and are sacrificing to 

idols that are a snare to you, just as surely as did people in the 

days of King Solomon. 

And you ask. If that statement be true, why does the law 

allow it? The law allows it because the lying scoundrels who do 

these dastardly deeds for gold, have paid lobbyists to procure leg¬ 

islation to this very end. 

Have you forgotten that it was the love of gold, and not the 

love of truth, that prompted Demetrius, the silversmith, to call 

the craftsmen together, and show them that the teaching of the 

doctrine of Christ in their land, not only put their trade in dan¬ 

ger "to be set at naught,"— 

but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and 

her magnificance should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world wor- 

shippeth” (Acts 19:24-27), 

The speech of Demetrius, the maker of idols for an idolatrous 

people, had the desired effect, and the disciples of Christ were 

glad to get out of that country wdth their lives. Today innocent 

men and women arc being sent to prison because they oppose 

vaccination and inoculation. Show us the progress and the free¬ 

dom of which we boast. Is not our boast but an empty sound 

that dins our ears and deceives our understanding? 

The God of the Israelites was not a spiritual God, but a man- 

invented Jehovah of love, repentance, anger, wrath, vengeance, 

murder, and all the other qualities of human weakness and 

changeableness (Gen. 6 and 7; Ex, 32). Let us see— 

And they heard the voice of God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day (Gen. 3:8). And God said, Behold, the man is 

become one of us, to know good and evil (Gen. 3:22). In addi¬ 

tion to talking many times, this God was human enough to re¬ 

pent that he had made man (Gen. 6:6); and to smell the sweet 

savor of the sacrifice (Gen. 8:21); and when Moses pleaded with 

Him that His wrath may not wax hot against the people, "the 
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Lord repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his peo¬ 

ple’* (Ex. 32:10-14). 

God could write, and did write on two tables, and gave them 

to Moses; and Moses took them and started back to camp, but 

lost his temper and cast the tables out of his hands, breaking 

them beneath the mount, when he saw that while he was gone 

to talk with God, the people had made a golden calf and were 

worshiping the same as "thy gods which brought thee up out 

of the land of Egypt" (Ex. 32:4-15-19). 

This God had been a hunter, for he set his bow in the clouds 

(Gen. 9:13). He also came down to earth to inspect the city 

and the tower, which the children of men builded (Gen. 11:5). 

And he had quite a discussion with Moses, and upon the entreaty 

of Moses to sec his glory, Moses was permitted to see his "back 

parts’* (Ex. 33:13-18-23). 

The reason given for certain laws of cleanliness around the 

desert camps of the Hebrews, was that God walked the ways 

between the tents at night, and might soil his feet (Wood). 

God also was a God of blood and war, as well as a God of all 

love. In the 10th Chapter of Joshua we learn that God fought 

for Israel (14), and that Joshua smote all the country of the 

hills, and of the south, and of the vale, and of the springs, and all 

their kings: he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that 

breathed, as God commanded (40). 

The Christian’s Bible states that his God is a Spirit (John 

4:24). How docs this God differ from the God of the Israel¬ 

ites? Materialists must have something to worship that is more 

material than Spirit. So the Spirit has been worked over to con¬ 

form to the material God of the Israelites, and held to be ALL 

LOVE, yet possessing the material qualities that make men dev¬ 

ils, and the world a hell, 

Very wisely, this God was safely placed in a mysterious no- 

w’here of eternal peace, plenty, and happiness, located millions of 

miles "above" the earth, in the ethereal regions of blue, where 

He sits on the Golden Throne, waving His magic scepter of 

omnipotent power, with the Saints doing His bidding, while an¬ 
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gels play dulcet strains on golden harps. To this far off, un¬ 

known shore, from which no man returneth, the "good” go after 

death, and abide forever with the white-winged angels, while the 

unfortunate "bad" take the opposite route, which lands them in 

the sizzling pit of eternal fire and brimstone. 

This is the best pen picture that we are capable of drawing, 

with our inadequate mode of language expression, of the "per¬ 

sonal God Worship," conceived in the minds of the ancients, 

passed down from generation to generation, modified from time 

to time to comply with changing conditions and bring it up-to- 

date, believed in by the son because the father and grandfather 

believed in it, and regarded, yea, reverened today by millions of 

unthinking people, as being the truth without mistake. 

We do not have to go far back in history until we come to 

a time and place, when the "inspired" leaders of the religious 

world passed their precious time in ordering conscientious and 

courageous heretics burned at the stake, and in discoursing upon 

the conditions of heaven and hell, and having the streets of 

heaven paved w'ith glittering gold, the walls adorned with price¬ 

less jewels, and the gates made of pearls. Because these earthly 

treasures meant so much to these men here, they must have plenty 

of them in their eternal home above, or else peace, plenty, and 

happiness could not reign there. 

It were well for their personal God, that the pagan idolater 

and mentally enslaved worshipper have taken care to place Him 

at such a safe distance from their baneful influence. For a closer 

association with these flesh-eating, money-grabbing, Mammon- 

loving, world-lusting folks would strain to the bursting point, 

even the unlimited love of a personal God. 

The prime motive back of all manner of worship, is the 

stupid thought of appeasing the "wrath of an angry God," that is 

said to be all love. Why should God be angry? The sinner prays 

for forgiveness and mercy, and asks to be "saved." Saved from 

what? Saved from his sin? or saved in his sin? Does the sinner 

expect his sin to be forgiven, while he remains a slave to the sin? 
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Why not forsake the sin, and thus make unnecessary the saving 

process that is costing the people so much wealth, and the preach¬ 

ers so much worry? This money and man-power might then 

be truned into beneficial pursuits. 

If this personal God were a God of anger, wrath, and mur¬ 

der, and still a Just God, as it is taught from the pulpit, why 

should law-abiding Christians fear Him? Fear does not affect nor 

chill the heart of the innocent. If His children obey His man¬ 

dates, why should a Just God be angry? Law breakers arc the 

only ones who have cause to fear the weight and wrath of their 

rulers. 

It has been well said that “A guilty conscience makes cow¬ 

ards of us all.*' A guilty conscience needs no accuser. It was a 

guilty conscience that made the first man run away and hide in 

the depth of the forest; and it is a guilty conscience that makes 

modern man implore forgiveness and mercy. The materialist who 

prays loudest and longest, feels that he is guiltiest. Are laws to 

be disobeyed at pleasure, and the prescribed penalty set aside by a 

prayer? Religion says, Yes. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

In Spirit and In Truth 
According to John, Christ gave to the world the following 

remarkable revelation of the Divine Life that men call God, to¬ 

gether with specific directions how to serve or worship the Di¬ 

vine Life. He said; 

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall svor- 

ship the Father (Divine Life) in Spirit and in Truth. ♦ * • God is a 

Spirit (Divine Life); and they that worship Him must worship Him in 

Spirit and in Truth (“4:23, 24). 

It requires no university education to interpret the meaning 

of that plain and pointed statement. God is not a material being; 

and He can not be worshipped in material form. He MUST be 

worshipped in Spirit and in Truth. The language of Spirit (Di- 

4 
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vine Life) must be spiritual (obedience). There is no alternative; 

it can be performed in no other way. 

How shall we worship the Master in Spirit and in Truth? 

Let us see. The first law laid down had to do with man’s conduct 

as to the care of his body, He was commanded not to mal-treat 

it, and positively informed that if he committed crimes against 

his body, the penalty would be death (Gen. 2:16, 17). 

More than four thousand years later, a certain lawyer, ap¬ 

parently having forgotten this law, asked: 

Master, which is the great commandment in the law (Matt. 22:3 6)? 

And the answer is: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 

soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 

the second is like unto it, Thou shah love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 

two commandments hang all the law and the prophets (Matt. 22;37, 38, 
35, 40). 

The location also of the kingdom of God is pointed out: 

The kingdom of God cometh not with observation; * for, behold, 

the kingdom of God is within you (Luke 17,20, 21). 

And the Christian is further informed: 

Know ye not that yc are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 

dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy: 

for the temple of God is holy, which temple yc are (I Cor. 3:16, 17). For 

ye are the temple of the living God (2 Cor, 6:16). 

The body of man is of the earth, earthy, and it is called the 

natural body. The force that animates the earthy body is the 

* Breath of Life,” which is called the spiritual body, the second 

man, the Lord from heaven (1 Cor. 11:44-47). Then what men 

by habit call their “life,” is nothing more nor less than the 

God-Spirit-Soul-Breath Of Life flowing through their material 

form, which has been explained. 

The material form of man, therefore, is the Temple of the 

Living God (Divine Life), This Temple is what we implore a 

personal God” to save. For it is useless to ask Him to save our 

life, since our life is not our life, but is the Spirit (Divine Life), 

the great I AM, flowing through our material frame. 
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While praying God to save His temple, which Temple our 

body is, we heap upon that Temple every abuse and insult that 

can be conceived in the heart of man, every imagination of the 

thoughts of which is only evil continually (Gen. 6:5). 

If we would find the highest, the fullest, and the richest life 

that we can ever hope to know, we must forsake the false teach¬ 

ing that separates human life from Divine Life. There is only 

one Life and that is The Divine Life which we feel throbbing 

and vibrating thru our material form. 

To communicate with the Divine Life, our prayers must be 

directed inward. To communicate with the Great Soul, it must 

be done thru our Soul; for it is thru our Soul only that we can 

reach the Great Soul, That is the only channel of communication 

between the Potter and the Clay—the Maker and the Made. 

The Creator did not make man, and leave man no means by 

which to communicate with his Master. There is an avenue, 

which we shall later have occasion to observe more in particular, 

thru which message may pass to and fro between man and his 

Master, between our Soul and the Great Soul. That avenue 

leads from the Mind inward, thru the Soul to the ’’kingdom of 

God within.” Should this seem strange, improbable, or impos¬ 

sible? Where should God be but wdthin His kingdom? 

It is hypocrisy to the last degree that educates men to wor¬ 

ship the Divine Life, while giving no heed to the harmful habits 

which destroy the Temple in which Divine Life abides. It is a 

false theology that fails to teach men not to abuse their bodies, 

by a method of living that is based on erroneous ideas, and de¬ 

structive beyond imagination. 

Few men arc hard-hearted enough to destroy the home of 

their meanest enemy; and no man could be persuaded to destroy 

the dwelling place of the neighbor he loved as he loves himself. 

And if we want God to believe that we love Flim, we must make 

it our life-work, each day we live, to learn how to care for and 

preserve His Temple, then diligently live, each day of our life, 

what we thus learn. 
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So far, no man, not from the first, has worshipped God in 

Spirit and Truth by bestowing upon his body, the Temple of 

Divine Life, that scrupulous and conscientious care which men 

are commanded to give, in order to obey the law of their being. 

By misuse and abuse of the genital organs alone, man falls 

far below the lowest beast of the field. Men gave themselves up 

to uncleanness thru the lust of their own hearts, to dishonor 

their own bodies between themselves. ^ * Even their women 

did change the natural use into that which is against Nature: 

And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 

burned in their lust one tow^ard another (Rom. 1:24-27). 

It seems as though Paul is speaking of this day and time, for 

observe how prevalent today is the condition which he mentions. 

Nineteen hundred years of Christianity seems to have made little 

progress toward lifting man to a higher plane of living. And if 

Christianity has failed in that respect, wherein has it succeeded? 

One writer observes; 

"The Chrisdan nacioru are those that are shocked by one another's 

atrocities." 

Fornicators and adulterers men have always been, notwith¬ 

standing that he who committeth fornication, sinneth against 

his own body (1 Cor. 6:18); and by sinning against his body, 

man sinks into the lowest pit of vice, and sins against the tem¬ 

ple of the Living God, which temple God has animated with His 

Spirit, thus giving it what we call life. 

How shall we worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth? 

Very simple: And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 

hypocrites arc: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues 

and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. 

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 

when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in se¬ 

cret (Matt. 6:5, 6). 

In other words, retire to the solitude of your humble home, 

look inward into the deepest recesses of your heart, and take a 

careful and truthful inventory of yourself in every department 
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and detail. Ask yourself earnestly whether you are trying to 

learn and obey the law that governs your body, Ask yourself 

whether you are living right, according to the mandates of the 

law; whether you are bestowing upon your body that great de¬ 

gree of care and attention, which all men should give to the 

Temple of the Living God. 

To look well to the care of the body is the first command 

of the Lawgiver, To know how to care for the body is the first 

lesson of life. To neglect that duty is to commit the greatest 

crime against the Creator. The next care is to do naught that 

will injure the body of your neighbor. 

Whether you have learned the first lesson of life and are put¬ 

ting in into practice, is quickly revealed by your state of health 

and the length of your years. For pain and misery, sickness and 

suffering, invalids and cripples, early decay and early death, are 

all the product of violated law. They are the direct result of sin¬ 

ning, as it were, against the Temple of the Living God. Christ 

made this clear in every case He healed. *'Go and sin no more.” 

Divine Life is well pleased to remain active and long in 

the body of him who loves sufficiently strong its animating pres¬ 

ence, to take the best care of the material form thru which it 

flows and in which it abides on the visible plane. 

When the Christian religion has been revamped to a degree 

where it teaches this doctrine, instead of disregarding it as it now 

does, it will render humanity a real service. 

Divine Life needs no saviour. Save as long as you can by 

right living the Temple of Divine Life. You have nothing to 

do with Divine Life, for ail that you are is the Divine Life flow¬ 

ing thru your body. 

The body is an instrument through which the individualized 
Spirit (Divine Life) contacts the earth plane. The Spirit is 
limited in its expression by the kind of a body in which it 
incarnates, and the condition of that body. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

What is the Soul? 
After what has been said, it seems superfluous to refer es¬ 

pecially to the so-called soul of man. Since Religionists have 

found much pleasure in preaching about the Human Soul, and of 

its eternal salvation or damnation hereafter, depending on the de¬ 

portment of its possessor, it may be well to say something on the 

subject. 

As to the "soul” Dr. Carver remarks: 

"We arc wonc to speak of the Human Soul. There ii no such thing. 

There is the Soul of the human being, but not the Human Soul, * * •*■ 

"What do we mean by the Soul? Wc mean that the Soul is the inde¬ 

structible parr of a human being; that which we can not conceive can die; 

that of which wc can not express death; that which, try as we may, we are 

entirely incapacitated to imagine can pass out of existence; the first cause of 

individual being, because it stands as the immediate cause of that which we 

know as separate existence; that which we conceive to be the core, the life, 

the intelligent force, causing all animation that we are capable of witness¬ 

ing or realizing as taking place. 

Soul, Spirit, Life, God, so far as we shall know, are inter¬ 

changeable terms. They all mean the same thing. Yet few au¬ 

thors will agree to this. It is too simple and too easily understood. 

If such simplicity should go unchallenged and were believed in 

generally, religion, that baneful enslaver of man, would lose its 

mystery and charm. For the veil of mysticism, in which reli¬ 

gion is hidden, would be rent asunder; and then would disap¬ 

pear an institution that has caused millions to be murdered for 

God, and whose blood-curdling history runs back to the dawn of 

the race. 

Let us review the matter more at length. It is written; 

And the Lord God formed man of the dusc of the ground and breathed 

into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul (Gen, 2:7). 

From certain kinds of material man constructs a locomotive 

engine. The engine sets on the track, a mass of inert steel. But 

it is so formed that it can move if conditions necessary for its 

-A 
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movement are supplied. There might be an abundance of steam 

(life) ail around the engine, but if none were in its boiler, it 

would have no effect on the engine. With the steam in the boiler, 

with the throttle open so that the steam may flow into the cyl¬ 

inders, the engine moves, and thus becomes, we might say, ‘*a 

living soul.'’ 

The steam appears to bear the same relationship to the engine 

that the ’"breath of life” bears to man. It is the steam that makes 

the engine "a living soul;” it is the ’’breath of life” that makes 

man a ’’living soul.” And that is all there is to it. We may call 

a man ’’a living soul” or a ’’living being,” for the expression 

means no more. 

The W'ords which appear in Gen. 2:7, and are translated "liv¬ 

ing soul,” are the identical words found in Gen. 1:21-24, but 

there translated "living creature.” As to this change in the trans¬ 

lation, W. E. Van Amburgh observes: 

'*If the Hebrew words arc identicaJiy the same, we wonder w'hy the trans¬ 

lator of our King James Bible did not give the same rendering in the Eng¬ 

lish! authority had they to change it? ^ presume that they 

thought man should be called something different from other earthly beings. 
» 4- 4- 

"Mr. Isaac Leescr, a learned Jewish scholar, made a translation of the 

Old Testament from the original language to the English, which is very 

widely accepted by the English-speaking Jews. He renders the last clause 

of this verse: 'And man became a living being.* That is all there is in the 

statement" (The Way To Paradise, p. 63). 

We wonder also w^hy the translators of the Bible failed to 

give the same rendering in the English of the same words in the 

original language. And we feel that we have found the answer 

in Drummond’s attempt to have a different "kind of life” build 

the different animal forms. For if we admit that the same "kind 

of life” builds the various animal forms, then, as Solomon says, 

"a man hath no preeminence above a beast.” And when Drum¬ 

mond's "soul” should arrive in "heaven,” there would be found 

the "soul” of the mythical serpent of the Garden of Eden, and 
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also "the released canine spirit” of the faithful dog, and so on. 

Again w^e read: 

For what is a man proceed, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 

his soul?" (Matt. 16:26). 

According to Van Amburg, "the Greek word here rendered 

soul is ’psuche,’ and is the only word in the New Testament 

translated soul. The same word is translated ’life’ in the text: 

Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the 

land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child’s 

life (Greek, psuche) ”. 

Here is more evidence of the wilful turning, twisting, and 

warping of w^ords, so as to give man a "soul.” The attempt to 

build a "soul” for man, and prevent all other "living creatures” 

from having a "soul,” has consumed as much time, labor, and 

thought, as the attempt to build on the teachings of Christ, the 

absurd doctrine of vicarious atonement, which we shall notice 

in a subsequent chapter. What reliance can be placed on teaching 

that deliberately deceives people in this manner? 

Complexity and mystery generate the power that holds men 

in bondage. The failure of people to think, keeps them slaves 

to their leaders and rulers. For the thinker penetrates the veil 

of complexity and mystery, and comes to the center, where he 

finds simplicity and unity of cause. 

The thinkers are the bearers of the Torch that drives before 

it the darkness of ignorance. When thinkers arc allowed to work, 

tyrants tremble and nations fall. In all ages a few bold thinkers 

have infused hope and inspiration into a burdened and oppressed 

race. The little freedom which men now enjoy, has been bought 

and paid for in the blood of the thinker. It was the blood of the 

thinker that redeemed man from the horrible days of the Dark 

Ages; and it is the blood of Christ that redeemed a lost world 

from the curse of idolatry. 

Of thinkers, Emerson remarks: 

"Beware when the great God lets loose a thinker on this planet. Then 

all things are at risk. It is as when a conflagration has broken out in a 
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great city, and no man knows what is safe, or where it will end. There is 

not a piece of science, but its flanks may be turned lo-morrow; there it not 

any literary reputation, not the so-called eternal names of fame, that may 

not be reviled and condemned. The very hopes of man, the thoughts of hi$ 

heart, the religion of nations, the manners and morals of mankind, are all at 

the mercy of a new generalization. Generalization is always a new influx of 

the divinity into the mind. Hence the thrill that attends it” (Essays, p. 

150). 

Galileo and Copernicus were thinkers. They were cast Into 

prison for daring to say that the world is round, when the priest¬ 

hood was teaching that it was flat. Bruno was a thinker, and was 

burned because he found the common God of all Creation, and 

dared to give his "discovery” to a lost world. The priesthood 

claimed for themselves all knowledge regarding "God,” and made 

the people believe that "God” had bestowed upon them the divine 

faculty of dominating nature in the curing of the sick, and in 

the saving of "souls.” They could not save "souls,” if there were 

none to save; and thus it was necessary for man, but not the 

other animals, to have a "soul.” 

Prof. Dr. Hugo Magnus calls the wily priesthood the "serv¬ 

ants of heaven.” He observes; 

"They made the people believe that * * all powers of the universe, 

the obvious ones as well as those mysteriously hidden in the depths of nature, 

were obedient to sacerdotal suggestlojis. The servants of heaven professed 

that they could regulate the eternal process of matter, with its becoming, 

being, and passing away, quite as irresistibly as their eye was able to survey 

the course of time in the past, present, and future. 

"Equipped with these extensive powers, a priest necessarily appeared 

to the people not only as a physician, but also as a miraculous being crowned 

with the halo of the supernatural. And this was the role that he actually 

played in many ancient religions.” 

Bruno declared that God is in every blade of grass, in every 

grain of sand, and in every atom that floats in the sunshine. Such 

teaching could not be permitted, since it put the priesthood in an 

extremely embarrassing position. Furthermore, if believed by the 

people, it would strip and divest them of the power which held 

the people in bondage. And if such teaching were allowed, what 

W'ould become of the doctrine of the "soul.>” How could a "soul” 
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that did not exist, be saved, or burned in eternal Are?—depending 

on the pleasure of the priesthood. 

We lack space to go deeper into the matter of the wilful 

turning, twisting, and warping of w’ords and phrases in the Bible, 

in order to show how the Bible was compiled for the specific 

purpose of supporting certain phases of religious teaching. Sears, 

in his History of the Bible, 1844, pp. 651, 665, says: 

"No Jess than 3 0,000 various readings of the Old and New Testaments 

have been discovered ♦ * ♦ a^d putting alterations knowingly made, for the 
purpose of corrupting the text.” * * * 

Rev. Prof. Moses Stuart observes: 

"In the Hebrew manuscripts that have been examined, some 80,000 va¬ 

rious readings actually occur as to the Hebrew consonants. How many as to 

the vowel-points and accents, no man knows" (Critical History, etc., p. 192). 

Dr. Alexander Winchcll remarks: 

"As CO the standard Hebrew text, it is a fact of notoriety that the sub¬ 

divisions into verses was not begun before the thirteenth century after 

Christ; that the Masorctic punctuation, including nearly all the vowels row 

employed in pronouncing the Hebrew, was not introduced till the period be¬ 

tween the sixth and ninth century after Christ; that the separation of the 

text into words does not exist in the oldest manuscripts, and was effected not 

earlier than the tenth century after Christ; and that even the square-letter 

form of the radicals or consonants was not employed before the third century 

after Christ" (Preadamites, p. 9). 

Clement Wood states: 

"Some time after the Babylonian captivity, then, certain priests made a 

final editing of the older narratives, reconciling them to some extent, and 

using only a fraction of the source of material. What was their dominant 

motive in this task? Why did they include some stories, and o.mit many more? 

What was the central idea controlling the whole W'crk, which called for the 

inclusion of such diverse and apparently unrelated stories as the largely 

unexplained murder of Abel by Cain, the characteristics of Cain’s descend¬ 

ants, the account of the city and tower of Babel, the destruction of the cities 

of Sodom and Gomorrah, the emphasis laid upon the oath of the Rccha- 
bites, and many others? 

"Louis Wallis, in his ’Sociological Study of the Bible,' has given the 

answ'er to these questions. He discovered that the Old Testament is an 

ethical collection, whose purpose W'as to pronounce moral judgments on past 

history, from a definite moral standpoint. Its purpose was not historical; 



64 THE DIVINE LIFE 

the editors carelessly left in contradictions and discrepancies, and altered the 

records wherever this was necessary to fit their moralizing purpose. 

“The collection was made to confirm the words of the great insurgent 

prophets, or preachers, who lived before the captivity and downfall of the 

nation, The editors made use of older Hebrew' history and tradition just as 

far as this ancient material served their moralizing purpose, and no further. 

The controlling aim of the Old Testament is to advance the Yahw'ch religion 

as the worship of the One, righteous God, the God of a nomadic shepherd 

people, preached by their great preachers before the exile. 

“The editors interspersed the ancient material with moral comments of 

their own, pointing out here and there their idea of the lessons of the se¬ 

lected past history that they included in the Old Testament” (The Making Of 

The Old Testament, p. 9). 

And this is a small part of the way in which was compiled 

the book, for a disputation of the contents of which thousands 

have been imprisoned, persecuted, murdered, burned, etc. Yea, 

men have suffered this for declaring that the Bible does not 

teach the doctrine of eternal torment. 

Why should religious institutions tremble in the presence of 

truth? Why has religion never felt safe unless robed in a cloak 

of mystery? Why is it that things which can be understood, 

have never any place in religion? If a proposition appears rea¬ 

sonable and understandable, religion has always promptly rejected 

it, and persecuted those who advance it. Certainly the leaders of 

such a religion can be nothing more than dupes of their own 

belief; and the followers of it are the victims of ignorance, error, 

and confusion. 

Truth is never confusing. It is error only that confuses us. 

Truth is always plain, simple, and understandable. Confusion 

arises not because truth is complex, but because of false belief. 

Belief in the result of teaching. The thing taught us may be 

right or wrong, but that has nothing to do with our belief. 

The belief of humanity in general is the product of tradi¬ 

tion, superstition, education, and environment. Truth has never 

been found in any of these sources, because truth makes men 

free, and the rulers have always seen well to it that humanity 

shall be kept in slavery. 
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It is the Soul (Divine Life) that builds the body, that ani¬ 

mates the body, that thinks, sees, smells, feels, speaks, hears, 

tastes. It is the influx of Divine Life that makes man "a living 

soul (being) His soul is his life, and his life is his God, as 

Christ clearly taught. 

CHAPTER XVIH. 

The Mysterious Force 
Nothing can rise higher than its source. Matter can never 

rise above the status of matter, regardless of how refined it may 

become. For “if the rivulet can flow but one inch higher than 

the sufficiency of its cause, there is no reason why it should not 

climb the mountain-top, and 'increase by force of its own in¬ 

tensity,* as the medical doctor says of disease** (Walter). 

If man is entirely the product of matter, it must follow that 

he is limited in his capacity by that which has produced him. 

If man is the product of matter only, he can rise no higher than 

the limits of matter. Therefore, if the force that animates the 

form of man, is the result of a chemical formula, then it must 

follow that this force, in every particular and in every detail, 

is limited always and forever by that which has produced it. 

But every day of our life, even as a toddling child, we rise 

superior to matter—superior to any chemical formula or any 

chemical reaction. We perform conduct that matter can not 

perform. We think thoughts that matter can not think- 

thoughts that can not originate in matter. We receive knowl¬ 

edge which does not abide in matter, and which matter can 

neither receive nor impart. And we rise to the conception of the 

highest pinnacle, and conceive of the Creator and Ruler of the 

Universe. Were we the product of matter only, these marvelous 

functions we could never exercise. 

We have observed that in the Universe there is a mysterious 

something, which we can not define, which appears to be inex¬ 

plicable, but without which we could not move, nor speak, nor 
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see, nor smell, nor feel, nor hear; without which, to us, there 

would be no light, no sound, no heat, no cold, nor, indeed, terres¬ 

trial life, and our bodies would be as dead as the dust of Judas. 

What this mysterious something is, no man knows; but that it 

is, no man can dispute. It is not demonstrable to the senses, and 

it is with great difficulty that so-called science can be persuaded 

that it exists at all. 

By the use of material language, we can not express the 

spiritual. By thinking material thoughts, we can not conceive 

of the spiritual. That is why we can not define Divine Life; 

that is why we can not conceive of Divine Life. In our material 

w^ay we think of it and call it God, Diety, Soul, Spirit, First 

Cause, and so on. These terms mean nothing. They define noth¬ 

ing, nor describe anything that we can understand. But regard¬ 

less of what we think of it, or of the name by w'hich wc call it, 

there is a mysterious, elusive something, which is the equal and 

sufficient cause of all that occurs, from the building of a gnat 

to the construction of a prophet, from the creation of a grain 

of sand to the creation of worlds. 

Divine Life is the mysterious force that animates man. All 

that he is, results from Divine Life flowing thru his body. Di¬ 

vine Life is the force that produces man and all the functions 

of his body, from smelling to seeing, from feeling to minding. 

It produces the brain to think with, and produces thoughts in the 

brain. It generates in the brain that wonderful faculty called 

the mind, so that man may be impressed with the same attributes 

possessed by the Maker. 

How can this be, you say. Since the Maker is infinite, the 

attributes of the Maker must be infinite. That is correct. But 

since all that man appears to express, is merely the expression of 

Divine Life thru his body, it follows that the attributes which he 

appears to have, are really the attributes of the Maker. So the 

attributes of the Maker, while infinite, are finite so far as man is 

concerned, for the reason that the human mind is limited by the 

capacity of the material brain; and the Infinite Attributes of the 
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Maker, which man appears to express, are necessarily limited by 

his limited capacity to receive them, and not by the capacity 

of the Maker to impart them. 

And in proportion as a man grows in truth, and casts off 

the false, degrading, material education which restricts and lim¬ 

its his capacity of receptivity, in the same degree does he increase 

his receptive powers; and when in this respect he rises above ma¬ 

terial limitations, he becomes an immaculate Christ that declares 

to a lost world: 

Whosoever eatech my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath (now) eternal 

life; and I (truth) will raise him up at the last day (the day that the ma¬ 

teria! and the spiritual man part) (John 6:H). 

That is what we call Inspiration. When a man is free from 

the creeds and chains of a dogmatic religion, when he is not 

bound by the dogma of material education, when he can gaze 

into the blade of grass and the grain of sand and sec Divine 

Life, into his heart flows a flood of light that clears his under¬ 

standing of the fog and haze in which is lost the lord of the visi¬ 

ble realm. 

How ridiculous to hear of tales in which is expressed the 

belief in a ‘Visitation” from a personal God. In the Maison de 

Detention at Berne, Dr. Francis Joseph Gail saw a religious fa¬ 

natic, who believed that Christ, surrounded by a brilliant light, 

as though a million of suns had combined their splendors, had 

appeared to him to reveal the true religion. Our literature is 

filled with stories of similar kind. Nor do we seem able to rise 

above this deluding condition. Rev. Dr. John Roach Straton 

says that his son received “a visitation from God.” The account 

is related in the press of June 1927, as follows: 

^'At an all-night prayer meeting in Calvary Baptist church, Straton said 

that his son, Warren, 19 years old, whom he ordained as a Baptist minister 

last year, lay prone on the floor at the end of a prayer, uttered unintelligible 

words and sang so beautifully that his parents believed, Straton said, that 

he had a ‘visitation from God.’ " 

According to such views, to prove “a visitation from God,” 

all one need do is to “lay prone on the floor and utter unintelli- 
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giblc words.’' Things that can be understood never emanate from 

”God,” nor from a religion that worships "God." It is the un¬ 

intelligible mutterings of idiocy and insanity that indicate the 

receipt of message from “God." 

From the stinking fumes of decaying matter comes life, and 

from the mutterings of insanity come the messages of life (God). 

Even the light of an immaculate Christ is too dim to dispel the 

darkness of a world lost in the depths of such blasting ignorance. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

What is Intuition? 
Why does man believe in the existence of a Supreme Being? 

No race has been found that did not entertain this belief. On 

what is it based? Since the belief is universal, it must come from 

a universal source, through a universal channel, be received by a 

universal faculty, and be interpreted in a universal manner. What 

is the secret of this great university? There can be but one an¬ 

swer—Intuition. 

The Inspired Men of history were men who developed, con¬ 

sciously or unconsciously, the faculty of intuition. Aside from 

their conception arising from observation, comparison, reflection, 

and memory, they had that instinctive intuitive impulse which 

led them to look into the “kingdom of God within," and there 

they found that God (Divine Life) is truly in every blade of 

grass and every grain of sand. They discovered this truth be¬ 

cause they rose above the narrow limit of material being, and 

thus increased the capacity of their receptivity of knowledge 

flowing into them from the Infinite Source. 

This is the mysterious channel thru which comes the mys¬ 

terious and inexplicable information that man was not brought 

into the world to grow old and die, as do the beasts of the field. 

Man now thinks in his heart that he should so die; but the still, 

small voice of Intuition keeps whispering that it is not true. He 

listens and he faintly believes for a time, but he soon forgets. 
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There comes another who listens and believes more firmly, and 

who investigates that belief. His findings he publishes to a lost 

world. He is burned; and ages af terwards his findings become the 

foundation of a new civilization. 

If man w^ere required to prove that he is brought into the 

world to grow old and die, as do the beasts, how would he do 

it? He could not prove it by experience, for has not all ex¬ 

perience shown the contrary? 

If it were necessary to prove the existence of a Supreme Be¬ 

ing, how would we proceed to do it? If we should attempt to 

prove any of the great truths of the Universe, how would we 

proceed to do it? It could be done only by and thru that un¬ 

explainable faith or feeling which transcends human conception 

—thru Intuition. 

Dr. W. F. Warren remarks: 

"A]l religiors, if traced back, will be four^d rooted In a single fact: the 

soul’s instinctive, fundamental, ineradicable feeling or conviction, thi-it it 

stands in a real relation to Diety and that this relation is capable of conscious 

and continuous realization by action, the adoration of an idol, the burning 

of a beast, the offering of a prayer,” 

It is the same “instinctive, fundamental, ineradicable feeling 

or conviction" of the “soul" that makes man feel that he was 

not brought into the world to grow old and die as do the beasts. 

From whence does the “soul" derive or receive this “instinctive, 

fundamental, ineradicable feeling or conviction?" We shall see. 

The great Truths of the Universe can not be proved by ex¬ 

perience and demonstration. The truths proclaimed by the “in¬ 

spired men" of the past, were not based on experience and dem¬ 

onstration. Indeed, all experience and demonstrable evidence 

proved just the contrary to what they taught. The sun did 

revolve around the earth, for could not people see it with their 

own eyes? 

The great Truths of the Universe are received into the mind 

of man from the Infinite Source, thru the mysterious, universal 

channel of Intuition; and the men who have listened to them, 
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and believed in theirij and died for them, we say of these immor¬ 

tal lights that they were INSPIRED. 

\C-^hat is Intuition? It is the involuntary promptings, re¬ 

ceived into the conscience without apparent effort, which in¬ 

spire men and spur them onward, without apparent thought or 

reason, contrary to all information and evidence furnished by 

experience and demonstration, and in the face of certain ridicule, 

persecution, and death. It is Divine Intelligence flowing from 

Divine Life into the mind; and when received by the mind, and 

recognized by man, then it is that such men become Inspired, 

and are able to look into infinite space and infinite time, and per¬ 

ceive the truth as it is, and not as a wicked world would have it. 

Dr. Warren says that it is the soul's instinctive, fundamental, 

ineradicable feeling or conviction, that it stands in a real relation 

to Dicty. But we say chat it is the Divine Inspiration that arises 

from the ^’kingdom of God within," and comes to man when he 

casts off the material limitations of a lost world, which binds 

him in slavery to material thoughts. It is the truth that makes 

men free from the restricting and blighting influences of their 

limiting beliefs. 

Intuition is the window of the Soul, thru which the Spiritual 

part of man gazes far out beyond the horizon of human dis¬ 

cord and error, and perceives in the vast distance, and implants 

in the consciousness of the few thinking individuals who appear 

in each generation, the brilliant light of Truth, These persons are 

:able to visualize, in all its dazzling glory, a wondrous image 

of the continuous and harmonious state of Perpetual Youth, 

which was originally man's, on condition that he obey the law, 

and which he forfeited by deliberate disregard of the law. 

Of Intuition, Prof. O. S. Fowler remarks: 

’’Discerning universal truth is another of its (Intuition’s) functions, and 

that still more important. Since it reads men, why not also other truths equal¬ 

ly. Intuitive perception of universal truth from little data is its specialty. 

Men certainly do possess this gift; and some to a much greater extent than 

others. In some the merest inkling suffices to put them upon the track; 

when thev iumo instantly and correctly to results. ♦ ♦ ♦ It scents truth 
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as the hound scents the fox, and approaches it, not by labored ratiocination, 

nor induction, nor deduction, but by intellectual inspiration and intuitive 
discernment. 

“We have seen man’s need and possession of spiritual intuition; he equal¬ 

ly needs intellectual inspiration—^somc window to his mind opening out above 

towards all truth, thru which it may enter his understanding to expand and 
feed his soul.** * * * (Human Science, p. 1134), 

Dr. Carver says some interesting things about Intuition. We 

shall quote him: 

“Wc are limited in our acquisition of knowledge to intuition—deduction. 

There is no other, there has never been another, there will never be another 

channel thru which we may receive universal intelligence. must get 
universal truth, if at all, thru intuition. 

“And the statement last made docs not negative any form of religion 

that exists in the world today. For if any Bible is truth, the substance of 

that truth w-as transmitted thru the process of intuition. 

“Intuition—deduction, is the only way that universal intelligence may 

be transmitted to us. It is the only way that it has ever been transmitted; 

the only w'ay it can ever be transmitted. 

“These statements become perfectly clear, w-hen we look the situation 

squarely in the face; for you will understand that all the religions of the 

world hold that they obtained their basic principles from the God of the 

Universe, called by whatever name, which is, after all, nothing but the trans¬ 

mission from the Great Soul, of the universal truth thru the process of in¬ 
tuition to human beings. 

“How docs universal truth come to us? It comes thru all of the multi¬ 

fold avenues of our being, that have been described in this course of lectures; 

that is to say, through tissue sense, common sensation, and special sensation. 

It also comes thru our four other senses, and this is but the equivalent of say- 

ing, that it comes thru all media of suggestion.” 

Dr. Carver may not have fully realized it at the time, but 

he shows by his observations that he was, perhaps unconsciously, 

feeling for the same ^'fountain of youth" when he was inspired 

to make his remarks regarding the peculiar influence of the power 

of Premonition. We use the word "inspired" advisedly, for no 

man could find it in his power to say what Dr. Carver is about 

to say, were he not influenced by an inspiration that comes only 

from Universal Truth. He says: 

“There is a way by which knowledge of events that have not yet taken 

place, it is said, may be known, thru w'hat is called premonition. 
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"As to this phenomenon, I desire to say, by way of explanation, that the 

transmission of Intelligence of this character by premonition, is the most 

difficult for us to understand of any that has been referred to, or discussed. 

And this is true because we have been so definitely and carefully schooled to 

our material limitations. The impossibility of acquiring knowledge of events 

before they occur, thru a means common to all, has always been carefully and 

most impressively taught to us. 

"However, if you believe that God is possessed of omniscience, omnipo¬ 

tence, and omnipresence, and that your Soul possesses those powers poten¬ 

tially, you must also believe chat God’s knowledge is from the beginning; 

is comprehensive of everything, and that your Soul, having these powers in 

potentiality, is possessed of the means of receiving ail knowledge. 

"believing in the named God attributes, you must also believe that an 

event which has not yet taken place, is as much a part of universal truth 

as though it had occurred. And, therefore, under the very most favorable 

circumstances, you must admit that your Soul may receive from the Great 

Soul a fragment of such truth, comprising some event that has not yet been 

enacted, and evolve it into your consciousness, 

"You would not expect such an immaculate event to occur in every life, 

or to occur with any degree of frequency, hut you would expect that, under 

the exactly proper circumstances, such transmission would take place" (Psy¬ 

cho-Bio-Physiology, p. 118). 

The knowledge of the Great Soul is also the knowledge of 

the Soul of man, and vice versa. If we believe the knowledge of 

the Great Soul is from the beginning, wc must believe that the 

Soul of man has the potential capacity to receive knowledge from 

the beginning. If we believe this, then we ”must also believe that 

an event which has not yet taken place, is as much a part of uni¬ 

versal truth as though it had occurred.’* 

CHAPTER XX. 

The Voice of the Soul 
If there be no soul, how can it have a voice? But what name 

shall we give to that peculiar force, feeling, impulse, within 

each individual, urging him to do right? In man it is said to be 

the Conscience. In animals we call it Instinct. 

Every living creature, regardless of how low in the scale of 

life, is able to recognize, anticipate, and supply its needs. The 
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tiny insects, the worms, the fowls, the beasts, yea, even the 

vegetable kingdom—all these arc able to recognize, anticipate, 

and supply their needs. All these seem to know how to control 

their conduct and direct their efforts, that their well-being may 

be promoted, and their existence preserved and perpetuated. Shall 

we say that these forms, down to the lowest we can think of, 

possess in and of themselves the uncanny intelligence they ap¬ 

pear to exhibit? 

Let us observe this from another angle. In the autumn the 

migratory birds in the northland, gather in great flocks at va¬ 

rious points, and chirp and chatter as though in important con¬ 

ference. Within a few days the feathered flocks wing their way 

toward the warm skies of the sunny south, and spend the dreary 

months of winter in the balmy temperature of the tropics and 

semi-tropics. 

Perchance, half of the birds had never been there before. 

They were hatched out during the early summer in various sec¬ 

tions of the northern forests. They know nothing of winter; 

they know nothing of the southland. How can they foretell that 

frost and snow and ice are coming, and that they must travel in 

a certain direction, to escape being starved and frozen to death? 

\X^hat do the birds know about the points of the compass? How 

do they know which way to go in order to avoid cold winter’s 
icy blast? 

But, you say, the younger birds are directed and led by the 

older ones, who have been thru the experience before, and thus 

know what is coming and what course to take to evade it. This 

does not solve the problem, for the result would be the same 

if all the older birds were killed off, and none left but those 

hatched out during the summer in the northern woods. 

Going farther, we find the same uncanny intelligence direct¬ 

ing and guiding the entire animal world. The ant and the bee 

labor during the summer to lay up provisions to carry them thru 

the winter. The new-born pig at once seeks its mother’s breast 

for nourishment; and for the same purpose the new-born calf 
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seeks the udder of the cow. The apparently insensate acorn falls 

to the ground, and when proper conditions are supplied, it sends 

forth a sprout which bifurcates, one fork shooting up into the 

air, and the other going down into the soil. 

What influence directs all this conduct? Shall we, with the 

Evolutionist, call it the blind, unreasoning force of Nature? Or 

shall we, with the Religionist, call it the divine guidance of a 

personal God of wratli, anger, repentance, love, and so on? Jo¬ 

seph McCabe says respecting this: 

"It is sometimes said, especially by Sir Oliver Lodge, that the argument 

can be entirely changed, and restored to its full strength, by admitting that 

natural causes produced everything, but that God guided these natural agen¬ 

cies, You might, for instance, trace in science the whole series of move¬ 

ments, from the primitive nebula onward, which eventually produced the 

bee, with all its wonderful 'instincts.* But, Sir Oliver, you would not see the 

guidance of these natural agencies by a supernatural power. 

"Yes, quite naturally. What Sir Oliver forgets is that he has to prove 

chat there was such a guidance. He can do this only by proving that such 

guidance was necessary: that the natural agencies of evolution would not 

have produced the bee, as wc know it, unless they were guided. I have re¬ 

peatedly challenged him to prove this, and he has never done it. It can not 

be done. 

"Moreover, this idea of 'guidance' of the forces of nature, which is very 

popular with some, raises a score of difficulties the moment you examine it 

closely. How would you guide a billiard ball, without pushing it? Can a 

mind communicate its designs to matter, and could matter carry out such 

designs if they were communicated? Do the atoms in the rose know that they 

arc working out a design? In what earthly sense can anyone conceive these 

atoms to be 'guided^” (Futility Of Belief In God, p. 29). 

If McCabe knew what Christ meant when he said, It is the 

spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing—he w^ould 

have nothing to say about ''the natural agencies of evolution pro¬ 

ducing the bee.” These so-called agencies have produced nothing. 

All that is, so far as we know, is the product of Divine Life, 

operating on and thru matter. “The natural agencies” themselves 

are the product of Divine Life, and would disappear into invisi¬ 

ble gas in the twinkling of an eye, were the sustaining influence 

of Divine Life withdrawn from them for an instant. 
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If he had understood the words of "Spirit and of Life,” Mc¬ 

Cabe would have said nothing about "mind communicating its 

designs to matter.” He would have knowm that matter is dead; 

that matter never lives; that matter does nothing of itself, nor 

by virtue of its own power; for matter has no power, it has noth¬ 

ing, and under certain conditions it is decomposed and dissipated 

into the invisible realms, beyond the reach of human vision. 

The “instinct” that guides the bee is not instinct at all. It 

is a certain intelligence that the bee appears to possess, yet does 

not possess. It is this intelligence that guides the bird; and never 

yet has this intelligence betrayed a living creature that has trust¬ 

ed it. For instance, the condition that the birds hope to find in 

the south, is there. But how do the birds know that? Has the 

"natural agencies of evolution” that produced them, impressed 

this intelligence on their material bodies, or communicate this 

intelligence to their material brains? 

"How would you guide a billiard ball, without pushing it?” 

We suspect that the "natural agencies of evolution” guide the 

birds by pushing them. The "natural agencies of evolution” 

know just when the birds should go south, and guide the birds 

south at the proper time by “pushing” their bodies in that di¬ 

rection. How strange that brilliant men will spend their lives 

groping in such darkness, and become so engrossed in their labor 

as to be unable to see the absurdity of their belief. 

The uncanny intelligence that guides birds and bees in their 

journey thru life, is “the voice of the soul,” The mysterious im¬ 

pulse that tells man right from wrong, and urges him to do 

right, is “the voice of the soul.” 

Birds, bees, and all creatures below man, have not the ability 

to cast off and disregard the divine influence—“the voice of the 

soul.” So Jacking the ability to violate the law of their being, 

they live in harmony with their environment and enjoy the bless¬ 

ings intended should be theirs. They are not mocked in their 

efforts. And men marvel at the “instinct” displayed by animals, 
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and arc so dull as to ascribe it to the “natural agencies of evolu¬ 

tion/' Such dense ignorance; when will they sec the light? 

The same intelligence that so unerringly guides the animal 

world, flow's also into the mind of man. And man, with his 

vastly superior abilities and capacities, could use that intelligence 

to raise himself far above the birds and bees, if he would. He 

could use his greater endowments to learn the mysteries of the 

Law of Life, and use to great advantage the knowledge thus 

gained. But the law that he should know so W'ell, is an utter 

stranger to him; and when mention is made of such a law, he 

lifts his eyebrow's in amazement. 

So he blunders on in his blind course, lost in a sea of igno¬ 

rance, groping in darkness, w'andering in the wilderness, strug¬ 

gling against an environment which should be in harmony with 

him, but which is hostile instead—because his own perverse con¬ 

duct has made it so. 

His many miseries arising from his violation of the law of 

wliich he know's nothing, he lays to demons, devils, and germs. 

And the great intellect that he w'as given to learn and know the 

law, he uses in his efforts to try to escape the penalty of his trans¬ 

gressions of the law. 

CHAPTER XXL 

Divine Intelligence 
Since there is no life but Divine Life, likewise there is no 

intelligence but Divine Intelligence. And since Divine Intelli¬ 

gence is infinite and omniscient, therefore Divine Intelligence 

knows precisely the climatic conditions of Florida as well as of 

North Dakota, of Mexico as w'ell as of Canada, of South Ameri¬ 

ca as w'cll as of North America, of the Eastern Hemisphere as 

W'ell as of the Western Hemisphere. 

As the living existence of all forms, whether vegetal or ani¬ 

mal, birds or bees, monkeys or men, is but an expression of Di¬ 
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vine Life through such forms, it follows that the intelligence, 

apparently possessed by such forms, is in reality an expression 

of Divine Intelligence through the form. In other words, all 

intelligence is Divine Intelligence, for apart from Divine Intelli¬ 

gence there is no intelligence, just as apart from Divine Life there 

is no life. 

But, you say, if the intelligence expressed by a Jiving form 

is Divine Intelligence, and as Divine Intelligence is Infinite Intel¬ 

ligence, w'hy is the intelligence expressed by a particular form 

not Infinite Intelligence. That is a good point, and we shall 

give it special notice. 

We have said that Divine Life rigidly observes the Law of 

Economy. No animal is endowed beyond its needs, and none are 

given less than its needs require. Every living creature is en¬ 

dowed with capacity to receive from the Unlimited Source, suf¬ 

ficient intelligence to enable it to live in the environment in 

which it is placed, but no more and no less. Less would be in¬ 

sufficient, and W'ould soon lead to the extinction of the animal; 

and more would be superfluous, since the animal would have no 

need for it, could not use it, and that would mean waste. This 

never occurs in anything nor anyw'here throughout the entire 

Universe, since Economy is a law that rules the conduct of Di¬ 

vine Life. 

Divine Intelligence, although infinite, is finite so far as all 

living things are concerned. It is finite because they are finite. 

It is limited to them because their capacity to receive and use it 

is limited. It is the capacity of the animal to receive intelli¬ 

gence, and not the capacity of the Creator to bestow it, that 

determines the amount of intelligence which shall be expressed 

by and thru each particular form, whether it be men, beasts, 

birds, bees, and so on. 

Birds possess no individual intelligence. That is to say, of 

themselves birds have no intelligence, no more than have bees 

and beasts and men. They know not north from south, nor 
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cast from west. But they are directed in their course by Divine 

Life thru the influence of what is called animal instinct. 

There is no such thing as ‘'animal instinct.” For so-called 

animal instinct is nothing more nor less than the expression of 

Divine Intelligence thru animal forms, just as what we call liv¬ 

ing is nothing more nor less than the expression of Divine Life 

thru animal forms. 

The conditions that the birds hope to find in the south arc 

there, and the birds know it—not because the “natural agencies 

of evolution” have impressed any “instinct” upon their material 

frame; they know it because their intelligence is that part of 

Divine Intelligence which they have capacity to express, just as 

their life is that part of Divine Life which their particular form 

has capacity to express. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

Why Men Are Mocked 
Arc men less endowed than other creatures.> If the favorable 

conditions that birds hope to find in the south are there, and 

the birds know it, and go and find it, shall we say that the con¬ 

ditions of perpetual youth, which man is incessantly seeking and 

some day hopes to find, do not exist; that it is a myth, the dream 

of a diseased mind, the reaction of humanity “to a natural im¬ 

pulse, which is the dread of the infirmities of age and the horror 

of death? Shall birds follow the promptings of “animal in¬ 

stinct,” or Intuition, and find that for which they search, while 

men are mocked in their efforts? 

We can not believe this. We can not believe that we arc less 

endowed than other animals. On the other hand, our endowment 

is far greater. It is, in fact, so great that it has made blind fools 

of men. It has made them think that they are Life, and they 

will not see that they are not Life. 
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The intelligence possessed by birds, is only that part of Di¬ 

vine Intelligence which their very limited capacity is constructed 

to receive. But it is sufficient to enable them to live in the envir¬ 

onment in which they are placed by the influence of the Divine 

Will. Since birds have no will power but that of Divine Life, in 

their conduct we behold the marvelous operation of Divine Will 

Power, exercised without restriction by material limitations. 

Man, being endowed with powers not bestowed upon other 

animals, is able to disregard the influence of the Divine Will. 

He has a will of his own, and has used it exclusively to his detri¬ 

ment. Instead of using his will in conjunction and co-operation 

with the Divine Will, and thus improve his condition, he has 

used it to subvert and obstruct his course, and is so blind as to 

believe that this is “progress.” 

Man reaps w^hat he sows, and Solomon must have beheld this 

reaping and sowing when he said: 

For in much wisdom is much grief; and he that incrcaseth knowledge 

increaseih sorrow. Lo, this only have I found, that God, hath made man 

upright; but they have sought out many inventions (Eccl. 1:18 and 7:29). 

Something is sadly wrong when much wisdom means nnicli 

grief, and the increase of knowledge is the increase of sorrow. 

It means wisdom and knowledge of the wrong kind; it means 

wisdom and knowledge that lead in the wrong direction; it means 

wdsdom and knowledge that subvert and obstruct the true course 

of things and produce the innumerable “inventions” th.ic men 

have made in their silly efforts to improve on Nature, When 

the weight of their “inventions” begins to crush them, they c.all 

for help and cry out, O Father, save me! And they clutcii at 

the doctrine of a false religion which holds, that man is re¬ 

deemed thru the blood of a rejected and murdered Christ. 

"Science is remaking our lives,” pipes a lost and silly world. 

Yes, indeed, Science is the serpent in the Garden of Eden, and 

some day this fact man will discover. When he docs, and ca.sts 

science into the pit of eternal darkness, then he will also dis¬ 

cover his relationship to his Maker, and recover many of the 
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blessings which he once enjoyed, but lost when by his inventions 

he set out to improve on Nature. 

To improve on Nature means to violate the law. For to im¬ 

prove on Nature means to subvert, obstruct, and change the 

true course of things. In thousands of ways man violates the 

law, and calls this ^'improving on Nature.'* For his pains he has 

much grief and sorrow. He has increased sickness and suffering, 

and from a life-span of a thousand years, he has reduced his days 

to less than half a century on the average. And he still continues 

liis search for the ’fountain of youth," by means of which he 

hopes to recover that which thru his wickedness he has lost. 

The "fountain of youth” is not a myth. It is a reality. In 

every age men have searched for it, and poets have sung of it. 

And Dr. Carver may deny it, but he w-^as thinking of it wdien he 

made his marvelous statements. 

Perpetual youth is "an event which has not yet taken place;” 

therefore, no man could think of such an occurrence; for man 
can not call before his mind the image of that which has no ex¬ 

istence, never had existed, and could never have existed. Hence, 

the thought of perpetual youth could not have occurred to man, 

w^ere it not for the fact that— 

"Your Soul may receive from the Great Soul a fragment of such truth, 

comprisi.’ig some event that has not yet been enacted, and evolve it into your 

consciousness,” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson was another profound thinker, who 

often freed his mind of the limitations of material bondage, and 

gazed beyond the apparent rim of sky and sea, penetrating the 

unknowm kingdom that can not be reached by the human eye or 

car. On one occasion while influenced by the inspiration that 

comes only from within, he wrote; 

”My hope for the human race is bright as the morning star; for a glory 

is coming to man such as the most inspired tongues of prophets and poets, 

have never been able to clcicribc." 

Again he says: 

*'lf you gather apples in the sunshine, or make hay, or hoe corn, and 

then retire within doors, and shut your eyes, and press them with your 
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hand, you shall still see apples hanging in the bright light, with boughs and 

leaves thereto, or the tasseled grass, or the corn-flags, and this for five or six 

hours afterwards. 

"There lie the impressions on the retentive organs, though you knew 

it not. So lies the whole scries of natural images with which your life has 

made you acquainted, in your memory, though you know it not, and a thrill 

of passion flashes light on their dark chamber, and the active power seizes 

instantly the fit image, as the word of its momentary thought,” 

To find truth, we must search within, and not without. We 

must close our eyes, drive all material limitations from our mind, 

and place ourselves in perfect rapport with the Divine Life. It 

is then only that a thrill of passion flashes into the deepest re- 

ccssses of our being, and inspires us with a feeling that no lan¬ 

guage can paint and no pen portray. 

When W’e assume this attitude, then our Soul, which is the 

Divine Life, receives from the Great Soul, the Source of Divine 

Life, the impression of eternal youth; and by the power of intui¬ 

tion, this impression is communicated to the mind, and the mind 

translates the impression into thoughts. Otherwise such thoughts 

could never come into the mind. 

The reason why so few men will trust themselves to believe 

in these thoughts, is because all past experience appears to refute 

the fact of eternal youth. But such testimony is unreliable and 

faulty, because man's conduct has always been faulty, and be¬ 

cause his education has always been wrong. 

All men, thru the Soul, have access to primary truth; and all 

men have some capacity to receive it. But only in the open mind, 

free from the limitations fixed by school education and material¬ 

istic belief, does primary truth find lodgment; and in such minds, 

which are few indeed, it produces inspirations that make men 

seers and prophets. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Death the Penalty of Disobedience 
There arc many who think that man should not die and 

leave this world as he docs. Some hold that man, for reasons 

which we propose to relate somewhat in detail in another place, 

should not see death, nor be ill, nor feel physical pain—that he 

should not experience the sorrow and suffering with which his 

home has been filled from the earliest recorded times. And we 

arc told that a day will come when these distressing conditions 

shall pass away (Rev. 21:4). 

In discussing the question, let us revert to the Bible. This 

great library of books contain a record of what purports to be 

the creation of all things of which we have any knowledge. How¬ 

ever, we do not desire to be understood as believing that creation 

occurred as stated in the Bible. 

From the evidence obtainable, it appears that the Bible ac¬ 

count of creation was "written by Moses, during the forty-year 

wanderings of the Children of Israel in the wilderness, between 

the years 1615 and 1575 before Christ" (Van Amburgh). No 

man will ever know how creation occurred, and certainly Moses 

did not know. 

The story related in the Bible asserts that by one man sin 

entered into the world, and death by sin; and that the wages of 

sin is death (Rom. 5:12). In other words, if sin were removed 

from man, death would disappear, since death depends on sin, 

and if the cause be removed the effect could not exist. 

Before taking up the question of sin, in order to ascertain 

just how it is or can be responsible for death, let us sec whether 

eternal life in the flesh is possible. Can Life decay and die? No. 

Life itself contains within itself no principle of cither decay or 

death. There is no reason that can be explained from a biologi¬ 

cal, or anatomical standpoint, why the human body should not 

continue on and on forever. 
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"There is no physiological reason at the present day why 

man should die," says Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, late Surgeon Gen¬ 

eral of the U. S. Army. Death is not a primitive attribute of 

animated matter (Weismann). The human frame is apparently 

intended to go on forever (Munroe). There is no physiological 

nor biological reason for death (Claunch). 

Since the findings of biologists, physiologists, and anatomists 

are agreed without exception, that no reason exists why the body 

should not continue on and on, then the cause of the body's dis¬ 

solution must be located in some other direction, since that 

cause does not seem to be in the body itself. 

"The wages of sin is death," declared Paul. What did he 

mean? Did he himself know exactly of the profound principle 

that lay back of that assertion? If the wages of sin is death, and 

if death means the dissolution of the body, there must be back of 

this proposition far more than appears on its face. 

In order for sin to destroy the body, sin must affect the body 

in some specific manner. It must generate a destructive pro¬ 

cess within the body. For if I curse my neighbor, fail to pay my 

debts, or even blaspheme against the so-called Holy Ghost, that 

of itself should have no degenerative influence on my physical 

frame, since its well-being and continuation depend upon more 

weighty and more material things than curses, payments of debts, 

and blasphemy. 

It is true, however, that the body may be destroyed by ad¬ 

verse mental conditions, resulting from fear, fright, worry, jeal¬ 

ousy, anger, etc., which so influence the body's function as to 

cause it to become abnormal, thus resulting in decay of the body. 

And the mental state may become so acute adversely, as to re¬ 

sult in sudden death—as in the case of Richard Barrett, 60 years 

old, of Aberdeen, Wash., who on May 21, 1927, dropped dead 

on the street from intense excitement, it is said, at the news of 

Capt. Charles Lindbergh's safe arrival in Paris in his flight from 

New York. The press of June 18, 1927, states that Robert Mo- 
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ser, 18 years old, ill with appendicitis, died on the operating ta¬ 

ble from "sudden dilation of the heart, caused by extreme mental 

suffering and the fear that he would die,’* according to the state¬ 

ment of his physicians. 

But the Great Sin that is described in the third chapter of 

Genesis, to which consistent reference is subsequently directed 

by the men of the Bible, and to which Paul referred, but the na¬ 

ture of which he did not appear to understand, is not that which 

primarily affects the mind. The sin that entered into the world 

by one man, and death by sin, is not that sin which ministers of 

the gospel find pleasure in expounding to a credulous people, 

kept in the dark by miseducation. 

The sin here involved, and the sin that we shall notice in the 

next chapter, is a sin chat primarily affects the integrity of the 

body, and subsequently affects the mind by deteriorating the 

organ that produces the mind. An abnormal brain must produce 

an abnormal mind, and a normal brain the Divine Life can not 

construct from defective building material. 

The Great Sin, the sin committed against the Temple of 

the Living God, is a sin that is committed daily, and many times 

each day, not only by doctors of divinity, and doctors of drugs, 

and doctors of all kinds and descriptions, but by every man that 

ever lived, from the £rst to the present day. 

The sin that Adam committed, is daily committed by the 

most devout so-called Christians; and yet it is never noticed nor 

thought of by the most zealous evangelist. It is here that all 

religions fail, including the Christian, A religion that does not 

teach the Law of Life, that docs not teach men how to live for 

health and strength, that does not direct men how to preserve 

and protect the Temple of the Living God, is a religion that does 

not meet the most elementary requirements of humanity. 

\(^hen thcologists cease splitting hairs, when they discard 

their w’ild fancies in their search of God, and in their efforts to 
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"save the soul," and begin to search for fundamental facts, they 

will discover what sin is. Then, if they are influenced by love 

for humanity, instead of the greed for gold, they will begin to 

render the suffering world a beneficial service—the only purpose 

of religion and the only one that it has failed to perform. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

The Great Commandment 
Then one of the scribes (a lawyer) came, and having heard 

them reasoning together, and perceiving that he (Christ) had 

answered them well, asked Him, saying, Master, which is the 

great commandment in the Law.^ (Mark 12:28). 

The Master, unquestionably being much surprised at the dis¬ 

play of such inexcusable ignorance, promptly replied by quoting 

a statement that had been made fifteen centuries before. And 

Jesus answered him: 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and thou shale love the 

Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

might (Dcut. 6:4-5; 10:12). This is the first and great commandment (Matt. 

22:57, 38; Mark 12:29, 30). 

God is Divine Life. He alone hath Life in Himself; for all 

live unto Him (John -4:24; Luke 20:38). And in Him we live, 

and move, and have our being (Acts 17:28). 

The home of Divine Life, so far as man is concerned, is the 

Temple of the Living God, the Kingdom of God within you 

(Luke 17:21). When we feel the heart beat, when wc hear soft 

strains of sweet music, smell the perfume-Iadened air, when we 

see the glories of the Universe, remember that man is not Life 

(John 6:63), that man can do nothing of himself (John 15:5); 

that man’s existence is not separate from the existence of the 

Creator, Embrace the whole truth by acknowledging that in 

Plim, the Divine Life, wc Jive, and move, and have our being. 
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Our rnatcrial body is the visible home of the most majestic 

power, the most mysterious force, known. In this home that 

force, the Divine Life, the Great Spirit, will tarry with joy and 

pleasure, just as long as the home, by its deportment, is and re¬ 

mains a suitable and worthy abode for the King of kings and the 

Lord of lords. 

Since man is the highest form which the Divine Life has con¬ 

structed from the material world, and since it is only fitting that 

the Creator should bestow upon His masterpiece the blessedness 

and happiness of a perfect existence, He gave to man a power 

which He withheld from all other creatures. That power is the 

Intellect, about which more shall be said in the proper place. 

By the use of his intellect, man alone was given the capacity 

to understand his relation to his Creator, and to comprehend the 

law, which is written in the inw'ard parts of his physical frame 

(Jcr. 31:33). What a wonderful world this would be to live 

in, if man used his intellect as he should. 

To impress more vividly upon the mind of man, that his 

first and greatest care is that of protecting a.nd preserving his 

body, which is constantly wasting and wearing aw'ay, and as con¬ 

stantly being repaired and rebuilt, his attention w^as specifically 

drawn to the fact, that the only w'ay he could destroy his body 

was to neglect and abuse it. By the use of defective building 

material, the body would be improperly nourished, and it w'ould 

decay and disintegrate. So man was solemnly admonished, com¬ 

manded, that in the day that he failed to furnish his body with 

proper building material, his physical frame would begin to de¬ 

generate, and "dying thou shalt die.** 

Let us consider this phase of the subject somewhat briefly 

with Pastor Russel. In defining the words “immortal** and "mor¬ 

tal,** he observes; 

"Adam was created mortal—in a condition in which death was a possi¬ 

bility, or everlasting life a possibility; according as he pleased or displeased 

his wise, Just, and loving Creator. Had he remained obedient, he would have 

continued living until now—and forever—and yet all the while he would 

have been mortal, liable to death if disobedient. 
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"Nor would such a condition be one of uncertainty; for God with whom 

he had to do is unchangeable; hence, Adam would have had full assurance of 

everlasting life so long as he continued loyal and obedient to his Creator. And 

more than this could not reasonably be asked. 

"Adam’s life condition previous to his disobedience was simil.ir to that 

now enjoyed by the holy angels: he had life in full measure—last¬ 

ing life—which he might have retained forever by remaining obedient to God 

But because he was not death-proof, because he did not have 'life in him¬ 

self,’ but was dependent for continuance upon conditions subject to his Cre.T 

tor’s pleasure, therefore God's threat that if he disobeyed he should die, meant 

something. It meant the loss of the spark of life., ’the breath of life,’ without 

which the body would moulder into dust, and the living soul or sentiment be¬ 

ing would cease” (The Atonement etc., p. 391). 

In what did Adam fail to remain obedient to God? In that 

he failed to supply his body with the building material the F.i- 

ther had provided for him. Of this Pastor Russel says: 

"The conditions of life arc explained to us as having been a speial grove 

of life-giving trees, by the eating of which man’s life would have continued, 

making good daily its wastes, and suffering no decay. As soon as man be¬ 

came a transgressor, he was restrained from access to these trees of life, or 

orchard of life, ?xui tiius, like the lower animals of his dominion, became sub¬ 

ject to i^each. In roan's case, however, death is said to be a 'curse' " (The 
Atoneipent^. p. . 

Let US ,pause iicrc and correct a couple of errors we have 

quoted: (Ij The “living soul*’ never “ceases** to be. The reader 

knows -dhis, if he has followed us closely. The “living soul** is the 

“living life,** which had no beginning and has no end. 

(2) There are no “life-giving trees,** and there was never 

any such trees. All things that liveth are animated by Divine 

Life, There is no other life. Nothing can give life. God does 

not give life. He alone is life, Divine Life, and Divine Life, 

which is given to nothing, expresses itself thru innumerable va¬ 

rieties of forms, and departs when the forms arc no longer a suit¬ 

able place for the indwelling of Divine Life. 

The fruit of the tree is the perfect building material for the 

human frame. If the human frame be furnished with perfect 

building material, in the right quantity, and the owner of the 

frame obey all the other laws of life, there would be no end of 
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his existence in the flesh, for Divine Life never departs from the 

body until the body becomes an unsuitable place for its habita¬ 

tion. 

The ’Tree of life'* mentioned in Gen, 3:22, 24, could be no 

other kind of a tree, than that which w^ould supply perfect build¬ 

ing material to repair man’s constantly wasting frame. We might 

Indeed call it the "tree of life," if a man ate thereof and never 

died. He would think it a "tree of life," To all appearances 

it would then be a "tree of life." But in fact it would be a tree 

that furnished the body with perfect building material^ and not 

with "life." 

Getting back. How docs the "curse" operate in order to pro¬ 

duce death? The stability and integrity of the body are destroyed 

for the want of proper building material—the very thing we 

have been discussing. Again Pastor Russel says: 

''Viewing man as a whole (mentally, morally, and physically one) as the 

Scriptures do, we can see that the curse, the sentence of death, is in opera¬ 

tion against every part and element of his being; and looking about us 

throughout the world, w'e find corroboration of this on every hand. As, in 

the decay of physical pow'ers, the weakest point with some is the stomach, 

w'iih others the muscles, with others the bones, so in viewing man as a whole, 

W'C find that in some the greatest loss, decay, depravity, has been mental, 

with others moral, with others, physical, yet all are blemished in all respects; 

all were hopelessly 'lost’ under this curse” (The Atonement, etc., p. 408), 

Ill spite of the deteriorating effect of wrong building ma¬ 

terial, the first men were so tough and so "perfect" in construc¬ 

tion, that it required more than 900 years of sinning to send 

their bodies to the grave. Again we quote Pastor Russel; 
“The very brief scrap of history furnished us in Genesis, together with 

the fact that the flood completely obliterated all evidence of the genius and 

handiwork of the father of our race, and his earliest progeny, give us no 

basis of calculation respecting his mental and physical abilities. 

"For information we are thrown upon the fact that all God's work is 

'perfect,’ » that man 'sought out many inventions,’ and defiled him¬ 

self (F.ccl. 7:29); and the fact that even under the curse, and under the 

unfavorable conditions in which man lived after being thrust out of the 

Garden of Eden—despite all these unfavorable conditions, so grandly perfect 

W'as this human organism, that the father of humanity was sustained for the 

long period of 93 0 years, Gen, 5:5 (The Atonement, etc., p, 406.). 
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We can noc consistently profess to love the Creator, unless 

by our work w'e protect and preserve the home in which He 

dwells. To love the Creator means the desire to live, the desire 

to feel the flow of Divine Life, as it surges thru our material 

form; the desire to keep that form in such ideal condition, that 

the Divine Life will be well pleased to flow thru it freely, and 

abide therein for years and years to come. 

When man is moved by such sublime inspirations and im¬ 

pulses, he will search to the utmost ends of the earth to discover 

and learn the law, and when once he has found it, he will scrupu¬ 

lously follow it. 

Has any man so loved the Creator? Did the first man so love 

his Maker? No. The first man deliberately and absolutely vio.» 

lated the law by polluting his body with the very substance 

which he knew would cause its destruction. He had so little re¬ 

gard for his well-being, and so little respect for his Maker, that 

he committed, at the first available opportunity, the crime which 

he should have shunned with ail his strength. 

He noc only violated the law, but he exhibited his disgusting 

weakness by endeavoring to shift the responsibility of it to the 

shoulders of the woman; and she, not to be outdone, promptly 

laid the burden upon the dumb beast of the field. 

And thus was broken the first law, The Great Command¬ 

ment, the commandment that directed man to respect and rev¬ 

erence the material body, the earthly home of the Divine Life. 

And man, the Lord of the Visible World, the King of all created 

things, the spiritual image of the Creator, became a criminal 

and an outcast, a vagabond and a slave, ruled by the lust of the 

flesh, with a heart every imagination of the thoughts of which 

was only evil continually (Gen. 6:1). 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

How Long Should Man Live? 
There has been much speculation as to the limit sec on the 

duration of human life. It is written that "his days shall be an 

hundred and twenty years" (Gen. 6:3); and again, that "the 

days of our years are three-score years and ten; and if by reason 

of strength they be fourscore years" (Ps. 90:10). These state¬ 

ments are based on observation and experience; they arc not 

founded on what should be. 

No one knows how long man should live. Science has never 

dared to set bounds to the possible longevity of human life. No 

scientist has been bold enough to place a definite limitation on 

the duration of man’s animated existence. The reason is, that 

all information on this point is most unreliable, being based on 

past experience; and past experience is that only which has been, 

and by no means W'hat should have been. 

If a man dies at 75, we think he has lived long. That thought 

is based on experience. If one dies at 110, we arc amazed by the 

information. If another lives 153 years, we are astonished by 

such length of human life. 

Reverting to the Bible, we observe that Nahor dies at 148, 

while Scrug, his father, lived 239 years. Arphaxad dies at 455, 

w'hile Shem, his father, lived 602 years. And Noah, father of 

Shem, lived 950 years. '• 

Here is an example of past experience. What does k tell us 

with reference to the possible or probable length of human life? 

Nothing. It is merely confusing and perplexing. Why did Nahor 

die at 148, while Noah, only eight generations removed from 

Nahor, lived 950 years? How can a limitation be placed on the 

possible duration of human existence, in the face of such wide 

and unaccountable variations? 

But you arc not inclined to believe that Noah lived 950 

years, in years that arc as long as the years of today. You hold 

that the age of the old patriarchs was computed in years that 

mm\ 
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arc much shorter than those of the present time—not more than 

one-fourth the period. If this last statement were true, Methu¬ 

selah would have lived only 243 years, Terah 51, and Abraham 

44. Enoch would have been only 16 when he begat Methuselah, 

Arphaxad less than 9 when he begat Salah, and Salah 7 years 

old when he begat Eber. Adam W’ould have been more than a 

great grandfather at 33. 

At what period of human existence did the change take place 

in which time and years are computed? Was it before the Flood? 

Was it after the Flood? Let us see. 

According to the Bible, 1656 years elapsed from the birth of 

Adam to the Flood. Adam lived 930 years, and at his death 

Methuselah was 243 years old. Noah was 600 years old when 

Methuselah died; and Shem was 45 0 v/hen Noah died. 

Noah and also Shem come to us from the other world—the 

world that was before the Flood. Noah was 600 years old when 

the flood of waters was upon the earth; and he lived after the 

flood 3 50 years (Gen. 7:6; 9:28). 

Shem, Noah's son, was 100 years old wLen Methuselah died. 

He lived to sec both Abraham and Isaac, Abraham’s son, come 

into the world. Abraham was 15 0 years old, and Isaac was 5 0 

years old, when Shem died. In fact when wc recollect that Shem 

died only 10 short years before the birth of Jacob and Esau, 

it seems that wc can almost reach back in our imagination and 

touch him, the son of Noah, who was 100 years years old when 

the flood of waters was upon the earth, and who lived after 

the flood 500 long years. 

This stretch of time, from the birth of Adam to the death 

of Shem, brings us from 1656 years before the Flood to 500 

years after the Flood—a total of 2156 years; and still there is 

no evidence to indicate that any change has occurred in the 

method of computing time and years. This brings us down so 

near, in fact, to Noah and Shem, that we can almost feel their 

wonderful presence in our midst. 
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In view of these facts and figures, and the great variation 
which they indicate in the length of human life, who can say 
how long man should live? 

When we consider the great and wonderful preparation that 

was made for the advent of man on earth, it is plainly evident 

that he was constructed and intended to live many years more 

than he now lives. Covering a period of time so vast that the 

mind reels in attempting to measure it, the earth, at first a great 

molten mass, whirling thru infinite space, gradually cooled and 

solidified, and was slowly formed for habitation. 

Some say that the materials of which the earth is composed, 

were at one time in such a superheated state as to be in gaseous 

form, and that it was whirling thru space at terrific speed. Who 

would dare to attempt to estimate the many thousands of years 

that passed, while the earth was changing from this state to a 

condition suitable to sustain living forms? And how many thou¬ 

sands of years more elapsed, from the time that fish appeared in 

the sea until man appeared on the land? 

Following the account recorded in the Bible, which account 

is sustained by scientific investigation, we observe that living 

forms first appeared in the water; then fowls that may fly above 

the earth; then the living creatures after his kind, cattle, and 

creeping things, and the beasts of the earth; and lastly, man, the 

marvelous masterpiece of material creation. 

Of all forms of animal life, man is much the slowest in 

reaching maturity. He is the only creature that has a prolonged 

infancy and childhood, Compare a baby of 12 months with a 

dog, a cow, or a horse of that age. The human arrives at matu¬ 

rity at 28 to 30 years of age, while the cow reaches that stage 

in about one-seventh of the time. Shall we believe that there 

is no deep significance lying back of the slow development of 

man, and the great amount of time and labor spent in preparing 

the world for his coming? 

The world was slowly prepared through long ages for the 
advent of man; and he, the last of living forms to appear, is 
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many years in arriving at full maturity from birth. Shall we 

believe that the Master Builder deliberately pursued this long 

and carefully planned labor, merely that man might come into 

existence for a few short years, catch a fleeting glimpse of the 

Glory of his God, and vanish into forgetful nothingness? 

Even man, in all his frailty and imperfection, docs better 

than this. Suppose you were planning to erect a magnificant edi¬ 

fice. Of course you would first look well to the foundation, 

knowing that your building could last no longer than the rock 

upon which it rested. After you had dug deep down to bed rock, 

and on it placed your stone foundation, would you be so silly 

as to build thereon a weak, wooden structure, that would top¬ 

ple over under the force of the first brisk wind? 

You may think this picture overdrawn, but it is not. It is 

a fair illustration of what the Master Architect would be guilty 

of, were He, after all the long planning and preparation that He 
has made for the coming forth of man, to limit man’s animated 

existence here on earth to a brief period of a few short years. 

If experience shows the contrary, it proves nothing. For wc 

shall not believe that man was brought into existence for the few 

short, sad, and suffering years, such as he now secs, after all the 

slow, careful, and thorough preparation of the world for his ap¬ 

pearance. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

The Fountain of Youth 
Why has man always searched for the fabled "fountain of 

youth?" Why has he continually believed in the thought that his 

earthly existence could be prolonged, if he but knew how to pro¬ 

long it? Why have poets always sung of a time when the pain 

of disease would be unknown, and the sting of death unfelt? 

The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death, wrote Paul 

(1 Cor. 15:26). And this thought, the thought that death 

shall eventually be conquered, instead of being submitted to, is 
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a thought that fills our literature down to the cradle of human 

history. How could such thoughts be so constant and so per¬ 

sistent, if back of them there did not lie some profound, but as 

yet an undiscovered principle? 

Men do not determine what they shall think. Thoughts arc 

things over which we have little control. We only open our 

senses, clear away, as we can, all obstruction from the fact, and 

suffer the mind to see beyond the hoop of our horizon. In every 
man’s mind, thoughts, W'hich appear to come without effort, 

enter and remain, and afterward, by pondering over them, they 

illustrate to him certain important laws. 

The thought of Eternal Life comes to us without effort. We 
may struggle against it, and try to drive it away, but it will not 
dov/n. Every book we read, ever sermon we hear, every lesson 
we learn, brings to us one thought—Eternal Life. **The immor¬ 
tality of man,” says Emerson, ”is as legitimately preached from 
the intellections as from the moral volitions.” 

Life, Divine Life, flowing and surging through our bodies. 
Who grows weary of its presence? Who is ready to part with it 
and lay it aside? Ah, not one. Instead of life for a few short 
years, Eternal Life is the only state that will satisfy man. And 
to that end is bent all human endeavor. The sole aim of all 
labor and effort is to find, not life for a few short years, but 
the Life that has no end. 

How could man have thoughts of perpetual youth, if there 
were no such thing or condition? He sees people dying on all 
sides—some old and gray, some in the prime of their existence, 
others in the tender years of childhood. If this state were the 
regular and natural order of affairs, would or could the thoughts 
of perpetual youth find lodgment in the mind of man? 

And how stupidly do some of the would-be leaders of the 
race, now and then, treat this the greatest of all human prob¬ 
lems; and how illogically do they attempt to explain it away. 
Says Garrett A. Norton, M. D.; 
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“When the eccentric and adventurous Spaniard, Ponce de Leon, in 1513, 

pushed out from shore on poorly charted seas, in search of the mythical 

fountain of eternal youth, about which liars told marvelous talcs, he was 

reacting to a natural impulse, which is the dread of the infirmities of age 

and the horror of death'* (Philosophy Of Health, July, 1926, p. 153). 

To say that in the "search of the mythical fountain of eternal 
youth,” there is nothing greater lying back of the continual urge, 
than that of human "reaction to a natural impulse, which is the 
dread of the infirmities of age and the horror of death,” is to 
dismiss the matter in a superficial manner, that falls far short 
of a satisfactory explanation. 

Did the Grand Architect labor long and carefully, for no 
other purpose than to bring man into existence for a few short 
years, and torture and torment him all his days with "the dread 
of the infirmities of age and the horror of death?” If that view 
of the problem is the correct one, then wc can with propriety ask, 
Why did the Creator make man at all? 

From the standpoint of reason, it seems that it would be a 
strange God who, knowing the end from the beginning, would 
construct matter into the form of man, animate that form with 
His Spirit, allow that form to roam the earth for a few short 
years, and fill those years wdth "the dread of the infirmities of age 
and the horror of death. 

The view, to most people, may be so completely satisfying as 
to leave nothing more to be desired; but to us it is entirely mean¬ 
ingless, and is only the babble and twaddle of the outside man, 
expressing in its perfection all its physical limitations. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

Was Man Born to Die? 
Why docs man die? Why is it that some persons die at the 

young age of 20, or even sooner, while others live 100 years, 
and sometimes longer? 

The daily press of February 2 5, 1927, states that in carrying 
out the 1927 census in Russia, government inspectors discov- 
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ercd nearly HO persons in scattered parts of the country, who 

are more than 100 years old. 

The most notable case is that of Ivan Shapkovsky, a hardy 

mountaineer, whose birth certificate showed that he was born 

six years after the American Declaration of Independence, mak¬ 

ing him 145 years old. 

Among the oldest women is Martiana Maliarevitch, who came 

into the world 131 years ago, just as Catherine the Great was 

passing out. She walked 20 miles in the snow to the census office, 

to make sure that the officials would not fail to register her 

among the country’s 140,000,000 other inhabitants. 

Zora Agha, of Turkey, is reported by the press of April 2, 

1927, as being alive at the age of 153 years, and never ill until a 

few years ago, when he was taken to Italy to be exhibited. In 

the press of April 24, 1926, we learned that one Dr. Lee Masten 

Francis, 50 years old, a widely known physician of Buffalo, N. 

Y., died suddenly at a medical convention in Dallas, Texas 

shortly after reading a ’’scientific paper” before the body of 

physicians. The press reported that— 

"Dr. Francis had apparently been in good health, his friends said, chough 

some of them feared that he may have been suffering from athletic heart." 

Zora Agha is an illiterate Turk, and is said to have worked 

all his life at the most menial, servile labor. Dr. Francis would 

have regarded him as the lowest type of an ignoramus. But 

what benefit did Dr. Francis derive from his highly-prized medi¬ 

cal education? Here is an example that startlingly reveals the 

worthlessness of medical education and progression, of which civ¬ 

ilization so proudly boasts. Men arc far better off without it, as 

shown by the average short life-span of medical men. Savage 

tribes are to be envied for their freedom from the withering 

medical curse that is corrupting and degenerating civilized na¬ 

tions. 

If Life will operate thru the body of Zora Agha for 153 

years, why did it cease to operate thru the body of Dr. Francis 

at the end of 50 years? If Life operates thru one material body 
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only 20 years, why does it operate thru another eight times that 

long? And if it will operate thru another body eight times 20 

years, why should it not continue so to operate for 10, 20, or 

50 times 20 years? What happens to stop the operation of Life? 

We would be wrong in assuming that it stops without good and 

sufficient cause. 

When we study the matter but superficially, we immediately 

perceive, from the wide variation of the length of human life, 

that something is wrong. There appears to be no definite limita¬ 

tion that rules in this department of human existence. For in 

that event, each man, barring accidents, would live a certain 

length of time and die at a certain age. 

The Universe is governed by law, and this department of ex¬ 

istence is not beyond the influence of law. Nor do we believe 

that the Law-giver ever decrees, without good and sufficient 

cause, that the son of a multi-millionaire shall die at 20, while 

the son of a beggar shall live 150 years. There is a cause back 

of everything that occurs, and that cause is and must always 

be the efficient and sufficient equal of all that follows. 

If a man in this day and time lives 100 years, it is considered 

a remarkable feat; and when men die at 75, we feel that they 

have lived to a "ripe old age.” This is because we know no bet¬ 

ter. We judge by experience; and experience, no matter how 

erroneous it may be when compared with facts, always closes 

our understanding to what should have been. 

The eagle lives 500 years; some species of parrots live 600 

to 700 years; the tortoise lives 1000 years; the whale lives 1500 

years; and the alligator lives 1800 years. The lowly swine, con¬ 

spicuous in its domesticated state for ill-health and short life, 

in its wild stale lives free from disease to the age of 300 years. 

But man, the lord of the visible realm, the only creature pos¬ 

sessed of reason and judgment, with intelligence to determine the 

effect on his body of the influence of a favorable or an unfavora¬ 

ble environment, with power to make such changes in his en- 
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vironmcnt as may be conducive to his health and welfare, knows 

so little about how to live, that he dies of "old age’* at 75. 

"Was man born to die like the beasts?" asks Pastor Russel. 

He remarks: 

“Whac was the purpose of God respecting man in his creation? We 

see that so far as the brute creation is concerned, the Lord's evident design 

was that they should live a few years and then die, giving place to others 

of the species; and that thus they should minister as servants to the pleas¬ 

ure and convenience of man, their master, who in his perfection was a gra¬ 

cious master. 

“But how about man? Was man born to die like the beast? We have 

just seen that he had no undying quality bestowed upon him, but we find 

abundant testimony of God’s provision for the everlasting life of all who 

attained to approved conditions'* (The Atonement, etc., p, 39?). 

Man may not have been born "to die like the beasts," but by 

his shameful mistreatment of his body he has fallen far below 

the dumb brute, so far as his physical existence is concerned. Of 

this Charles Newman Curtis states: 

"How far man has fallen through disobedience from his high natural 

position. ♦ ♦ * The darkening of his reason, the blinding of hit spiritual 

sight, the blunting of his conscience, tbe distraction of his mind, and the 

disorder and disease of his body—how appalling! The history of religions re¬ 

veals this woeful blight" (An Epoch In The Spiritual Life, p. 301). 

Man was created mortal—^in a condition in which death was 

a possibility, or everlasting life a possibility, depending upon his 

conduct, whether he obeyed or disobeyed the law. "Had he re¬ 

mained obedient,” says Pastor Russel, "he would have continued 

living until now—and forever—and, yet all the while he would 

have been mortal, liable to death if disobedient." Russel con¬ 

tinues: 

“We find abundant testimony of God’s provision for the everlasting 

life (in the flesh) of all who attained to approved conditions,” 

Drummond observes: 

“One of the most startling achievements of recent science is a defini¬ 

tion of Eternal Life. To the religious mind this is a contribution of immense 

moment. For 1800 years only one definition of Eternal Life was before the 

world. Now there are two." 

THE DIVINE LIFE 99 

What arc the two definitions? Drummond gives them as fol¬ 

lows: 

(1) This is Life Eternal—that they might know Thee, the True God, 

and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.—^Jesus Christ. 

(2) Perfect correspondence would be perfect life. Were there no 

changes in the environment but such as the organism had adapted changes 

to meet, and were it never to fail in the efficiency with which it met them, 

there would be eternal existence and eternal knowledge.—Herbert Spencer. 

The first definition relates to Spiritual Life; the second ex¬ 

plains how eternal life in the flesh is possible by a suppiyment of 

proper conditions. Of Spencer’s observations Drummond says: 
“He is analyzing with minute care the relations beween Environmnt and 

Life, He unfolds the principle according to which Life is high or low, long 

or short. Me shows why organisms live and why they die. And finally he 

defines a condition of things in which an organism would never die—in 

which it would enjoy a perpetual and perfect life." 

Drummond then shows that man, by means of his more com¬ 

plex organism, is more completely equipped with "adapted 

changes" than any other animal, to meet and master, or control 

we had better say, his Environment. He observes: 

"The organism then with the most perfect set of correspondences, that it, 

the highest and most complex organism, has an obvious advantage over less 

complex forms. It c.in adjust itself more perfectly and frequently. But this 

is just the biological way of saying that it can live the longest. And hence 

the relation between complexity and longevity may be expressed thus—the 

most complex organisms are the longest lived." 

We are beginning to recognize the Voice of the Soul. Wc arc 

beginning to understand the why of the continual urge in man 

to search for the Fountain Of Youth. We observe that this in¬ 

fluence has back of it more than the dream of a diseased mind, 

or the fancy of an "eccentric and adventurous Spaniard." 

Man dies, not because of his age, not because it is impossible 

for him to live longer, but because, thru defiance of the law, he 

forfeits his right and privilege to live longer. In other words, 

a man lives only so long as he knows how to live, and he dies 

because of his lack of knowledge of how to live longer. 

To explain in detail why a man dies, or how he should live, 

in order to maintain his body in such perfect condition that Life 
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would inhabit it forever^ as it does for a certain period of time, 

is a subject too large for the scope of this work. The reader 

will find much information on this question in our book, The 

Law Of Life And Human Health, the teaching of which will 

benefit him greatly. 

All that we hope to show in this limited space is, that the 

deep and persistent thought of perpetual youth, which has come 

down to us from the earliest times, really has back of it a truth 

which, until now, has never been explored and investigated. It 

is this truth that has continuously welled up in man’s heart, and 

urged him on and on, in his ceaseless search of ways and means 

to defeat death, and acquire that which men crave above all 

other things—perpetual youth. 

If we are to take Moses by what he says, he indicates that he 

believed in the immortality of the flesh; and he bases his opinion 

as to the cause of the destruction of the body on the fact, that 

the law was violated in not supplying the body with suitable 

nourishrnent. And death was the logical result of this trans¬ 

gression. 

So long as man ate ”of the fruit of the trees of the garden,” 

the perfect food, his body could not decay, since its requirements 

for building material were fully met. But when man was driven 

from the garden, and compelled to **eat the herb of the field,” 

his body immediately began to deteriorate. For the imperfect 

“herb of the field” could not be substituted for ”the fruit of the 

trees,” as food for the body, and sustain it in perfect health. 

The human body was made to subsist on fruits, the highest 

and most perfect food in Nature. When something else was sub¬ 

stituted, the needs of the body were not supplied, and its disso¬ 

lution became only a matter of time, just as a river would dry 

up and come to an end, if it were fed with saw-dust or sand 

instead of with water. 

If man had been born to die, death would be a natural se¬ 

quence or condition, just as living, sleeping, eating, drinking, 

working, etc., and man would harbor no more “dread of the in¬ 
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firmities of age and the horror of death,” than he does of living 

from day to day, or of growing sleepy, hungry, thirsty, or tired. 

A normal man does not dread these natural conditions. He en¬ 

joys them. He finds pleasure in growing drowsy and hungry 

and thirsty, for he experiences joy in gratifying these desires. 

What a sad state, if we were compelled to gaxe upon the ripe, 

golden, luscious fruit, yet lack the hunger that gives us pleasure 

to eat of it. 

If to die xvere a natural condition, the natural end of man, 

then to die would be as pleasant as to live, or eat, or sleep; for no 

decrees of the Law-giver carries “dread and horror” to any but 

to law violators, and they alone are the criminals that must suf¬ 

fer. So far, the law violators have included all men from the be¬ 

ginning, for not one single individual has obeyed the law. 

It is the unnatural state that engenders the unnatural feeling. 

It is because man was not made to die, that he looks upon death 

with “horror.” Eminent physiologists, men standing at the very 

top of their profession, have said that, according to their findings, 

it is less difficult to explain why man does not live forever, 

than to explain why he dies. 

Professor Weismann observes: 

'’Death as not a primitive attribute of living matter; it is of secondary 

Origin. There are animals that ncA'cr die; for instance, the infusoria and 

fhizopods, and, in general, all unicellular organisms.” 

Dr. Munroe states: 

"The human frame as a machine is perfect; that it contains within it¬ 

self no marks by which we can possibly predict its decay; it is apparently 

intended to go on forever.” 

Dr. B. Stanford CJaunch remarks: 

"The living organism is potentially immortal. There is no physiological 

nor biolagic.al reason for death. But we .ire born into a world of error_of 

physical and mental limitations. No sooner do \vc come into being, than 

these limitations and conditions, detrimental to eternal living existence, arc 
thrust upon us.” 

Seneca, the Roman philosopher, is reported to have once said: 
"People do nor die, they kill themselves.” 
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shall see chac this Is literally so, for we shall show that 

regardless of the number of times the Sun rises and sets, man’s 

body is never more than seven years old, and some hold that this 

may be reduced to one year. And to end the existence of such 

a marvelous organism, one would have to kill it. That is ex¬ 

actly what a man does—he actually commits suicide by a slow, 

gradual, but positive process. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Influence of Suggestion 
Ask in (spiritual) prayer, believing, ye shall receive (Matt. 

21:22). I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel (Matt. 

8:10). Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done 

unto thee (Matt. 8:13). 

Man believes from the day that he is old enough to think and 

reason, that he must die; and as a man thinketh in his heart, so 

is he. The Master Psychologist knew to what extent the Mind 

controls the body, and He was always careful to arouse favorable 

mental conditions in those who sought His help. 

Adam violated the first law given to man, and thru the in¬ 

fluence of suggestion poisoned his mind with the fear of the 

punishment that had been prescribed. His guilty conscience 

sorely troubled him; and he hid himself in the depth of the 

forest, and trembled with fear at each unusual sound of the wind 

blowing thru the tree-tops. All sorts of wierd imaginations rose 

up in his mind, and he thought he could hear the angry voice 

of the Creator "walking in the garden.” He imagined that the 

voice W'as calling to him, saying, "Where art thou?” 

Adam was a dead man from that moment. For the organs of 

the body are keenly responsive to thought. Who has not seen 

the face redden with rage, or whiten wdth fear. These external 

expressions are indications of abnormal function occurring within 

the body as the result of abnormal mental states. The mental 

states of fear, worry, anger, jealousy, etc., construct poisons 
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wichin the system by affecting the function of its organs. These 

poisons destroy the body and produce death, just as we have 
been told— 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by linj 

and so death passed upon all men {Rom. S:12). Every man is tempted, when 

he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath con¬ 

ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death 
(James 1:14, IJ). 

By his becoming a criminal at the outset, man’s own guilty 

conscience condemned him to death, in accordance with the law 

as it was decreed. So down thru the ages, the thought has been 

continually engendered in the heart of every man, that he is 

born to die, and he makes no systematic effort to conquer death 

by discovering the law that rules his being, then living strictly 
in accordance with that law. 

"We arc born into a world of error—of physical and mental 

limitations. No sooner do we come into being, than these limita¬ 

tions and conditions, detrimental to eternal living existence, are 

thrust upon us,” says Dr, Claunch. And no man tries to dodge 
the thrust. 

On the other hand, the still, small voice continues to whis¬ 

per into the ear of every man, that he should not die; and be¬ 

tween these powerful, opposing influences, man is more helpless 
than a child. 

A secret and persistent urge, which he docs not fully under¬ 

stand because of past experience, tells man that he should never 

grow old, much less die; and this is confirmed as a fact by the 

findings of anatomists, physiologists and biologists. But ex¬ 

perience has shown him that all men so far have died from the 

first; and from this he erroneously concludes that there is for 

him no escape from death. So he resigns himself to what he 
regards as the inevitable. 

To what extent the Mind influences the body, no one is able 

to say. But there are many examples in history to indicate that, 

through the influence of suggestion, the mind is capable of set¬ 

ting up processes of function that arc either detrimental or bene- 
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£cial, depending on the character of suggestion in a given case. 

Of this Dr. Hcrcward Carrington makes the following remarks; 

“There are numerous cases on record where continued contemplation 

of, and dwelling upon the scene of the crucifixion have resulted in the ap¬ 

pearance of bleeding spots or patches in the skin, corresponding, in their 

location, to the wounds of Christ. This was first recorded in the case of 

Francis of Assisi; and there have been numerous other cases—one of the 

best known and most recent being that of Louise Latcau, near Mens, France, 

which was much discussed in 1868“ (Vitality, Fasting & Nutrition, p. 427). 

Dr. Moll, in discussing the above case, observes; 

“k appears from the literature concerning her, that the anatomical pro¬ 

cess W.1S rather a complicated one in her case. Blisters first appeared, and 

after they burst, there was bleeding from the true skin (corium), without 

any visible iniury. »>■'*■* Lateau directed her own attention continually to 

those parts of her body which, she knew, corresponded to t.hc wounds of 

Christ, and the anatomical lesions resulted from this stmin of attention, as 

in other cases from external suggestion. ** ”■ In the well-known case of 

Catherine Lmcrich, the bleedings are said to have appeared w'hile she w.is 

looking at the crucifix.'* 

Dr. Rybilkin, in the presence of his colleagues, at the hospital 

Marie, in St. Petersburg, performed the following experiment on 

a young man I6 years old, whom the doctor hypnotized, and 

then suggested to him that; 

“When you aw'ake, you will be cold; you will go and warm yourself 

at the stove, and you will burn your forearm on the line which 1 have 

traced out. This will hurt you; a redness will appear on your arm; it will 

swell; there will be blisters. 

“On being awakened, the patient obeyed the suggestion. He even uttered 

a cry of pain at the moment when he touched the door of the stove, which 

of course was cold. Some minutes later a redness, without swelling, could be 

seen at the place indicated; and the patient complained of sharp pain on its 

being touched. A bandage was put on his arm, and he went to bed under 

our eyes. When the dressing was removed at ten next morning, we saw at the 

place of the burn two blisters, one the size of a nut, the other of a pea, and 

a number of small blisters. Around this tract the skin was red and sensitive.” 

The same powerful influence that will produce wounds on the 

body, will not only help to induce the approach of age, but will 

also serve to hold age at bay. This fact is often mentioned in 

history, and one particular case in mind, is that of an English 

lady, who, according to the London Lancet, a medical magazine, 
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being disappointed in love in early life, became insane. Uncon¬ 

scious of the fleeting years, she still lived in the hour that had 

parted her lover and her, and she arose and carefully arranged 

her toilet each day, and watched thru the window for the one 

that was never to come. 

Days passed into months, and months into years; but she 

knew it not. To her there was no such thing as time. Her mind 

still lingered and lived in that youthful day, and her youthful 

appearance remained unchanged. At the age of 74 she seemed 

to be no more than 20. There were no gray hairs, no wrinkled 

brow, no dimming of the eye, no lessening of vitality, no signs 

of decay. The coming and going of the years had not affected 

her body, because it had not affected her mind. To that particu¬ 

lar phase of existence, her mind was blank. 

It is only in recent years that the potency and the extent 

of the influence of the mind over the body is beginning to be 

recognized. And this influence can be directed into constructive 

channels as well as destructive ones. If fear, worry, sorrow, 

suffering, hate, anger, etc., are mental states that have destruc¬ 

tive tendencies on the body, then faith, hope, happiness, love, 

cheer, and so on, arc mental states that have constructive ten¬ 

dencies on the body. It is thru these constructive mental stales 

that good results are obtained by divine healers, spiritual healers, 

mental healers, hypnotic healers, Christian science healers, medi¬ 

cal healers, and all healers. 

The same influence that produces destructive tendencies, will, 

on a reversal of the lever, also produce constructive tendencies. 

The same faith that removes the mountain from the path, will 

also place the mountain in our path. By a process of constant 

adverse suggestion, extending through the entire genealogy of 

the race, man builds into his blood, tissues, bones, and even into 

the mind, the destructive thought that gradually degenerates his 

frame, and finally helps to destroy it. By constant adverse sug¬ 

gestion, he so interferes wflth the normal function of the body, 

that it develops into an abnormal, distorted condition, and Life 
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is unable to control the form thru which it operates, and so de¬ 
parts because it can remain no longer. 

Thus man murders himself. 

To what heights could man rise, if he but conquered his per¬ 
verted habits and his mental state. The mental state of fear alone 
is responsible for much damage resulting to the body. Fear makes 
men slaves. Fear makes the face palid, retards or quickens the 
heart beat, changes the nature of the body’s secretions, and alters 
the body’s function in all respects. Fear puts wrinkles in the face, 
turns the hair white, and brings men to the grave. The Bible, 
from beginning to end, contains one continuous admonition to 
cast fear out of the heart. 

We must cast out fear, we must reform our mental state, we 
must have faith. But the reader is cautioned against falling into 
the error of feeling, that any amount of persuasion can coerce 
us into believing that the influence of suggestion and faith can 
overcome the influence of the law, and conquer the degenerating 
effect on the body, that arises from such mal-trcatment as the 
nourishing of it on soft lead, and the giving to it of water to 
drink that contains fine sand, in order to still and satisfy its call 
for material to repair, replace, and renew its worn and wasted 
parts. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

Conditions of Eternal Existence 
What is eternal Life? Christ defined it spiritually; Herbert 

Spencer defined it materially. For 1800 years but one definition 

of eternal life was before the world. Thru all these ages religion 

had this doctrine to itself. But now modern biology has given 

us a definition of eternal life in the flesh, based on an accurate 

examination of the necessary conditions. Why a subject so vital 

as the latter definition has lain unnoticed all these years, and re¬ 

ceived no attention, is difficult to understand. 

According to these two definitions, eternal life is possible both 

i 
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in the spirit and in the flesh. How startling that last statement 
must sound to those who know nothing of the principle imder- 
lying the function of the human organism. 

Let us analyze the subject somewhat briefly: I die daily, said 

Paul (1 Cor. 15:31). That statement is literally true, so far as 

the body is concerned. Every man’s body is dying daily, hourly; 

part of a man’s body dies every second. 

Time has no effect on the age of the body. This we have 
seen. All the effect that time has on the body comes thru the 
influence of the mind. Keep the mind thinking proper thoughts, 
give the body the building material and the care it needs, then, 
so far as age and time are concerned, blank the mind entirely, 
and perpetual youth is a reality, not a dream. 

Since this declaration is so contrary to all experience, more 
light is required to give it force. We shall give it by comparing 
the body to a man-made machine—a procedure that medical 
men delight in performing, yet in the performance of which 
they neglect the most important part, as we shall see. 

If a machine is incapable of being worn out, it is for that 
reason incapable of coming to an end, without some accident 
occurring. We shall sec that the body is incapable of being worn 
out, with proper care, and should, barring accidents, never come 
to an end. 

Let us compare the living organism to a stationary steam en¬ 
gine, carefully constructed of the finest steel, mechanically per¬ 
fect, operating smoothly, all parts working in harmony with one 
another. Now let us elevate the engine to the high plane of the 
living body, by giving it the same powers which the body pos¬ 
sesses. Let us equip it with the same inherent, automatic, and 
practically unlimited powers of self-starting, self-building, self- 
operating, self-adjusting, seif-repairing, self-renovating, self- 
renewing, and self-governing. 

Under these circumstances, no man could do aught to or for 
that engine, but supply it with the material it needed, of the kind 
needed, at the time needed, and in the quantity needed, for its use. 
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repair, renewal, reconstruction, etc., and that engine, at the end 

of ten thousand years, or ten million years, would be the same, 

running the same, performing the same, and be in the same con¬ 

dition in every detail, as during the first year of its existence. It 

would be as impossible for such a machine to grow old, wear out, 

decay, and fall to ruin, as for the Sun to rise in the West. 

The engine, no less than the human body, is governed by a 

certain law. The life of the engine would soon come to an end, 

if that law were not known, observed, and obeyed. For instance, 

if we feed the engine soft lead, instead of finely tempered steel, 

for use in repairing its wear and tear; and, in place of high-grade 

oil, used water containing fine sand to ‘‘lubricate** its bearings 

and joints, what would happen? We know without experience 

that such mal-treatment would soon derange its smooth opera¬ 

tion, weaken its structure, grind out its parts, and start it rapidly 

on the road to ruin. Its life would come to an end just as quick¬ 

ly as such mal-trcatmcnt had time to bring about its down-fall 

and destruction. 

The living body is perfectly equipped with inherent, auto¬ 

matic, and practically unlimited powers of self-starting, self- 

building, self-operating, self-adjusting, self-repairing, sclf-rcno- 

vating, self-regenerating, self- renewing, and self-governing. No 

man can do more for the body than supply it with the material 

it needs, of the quantity and quality it needs, at the time it needs 

it, and use the body as it was intended to be used. More than this 

the body does not require, and more than this the body can not 

receive. Under such ideal conditions, there is no more reason 

for the body*s wearing out, decaying, and falling to ruin, than 

for the engine to do so. 

This is just another way of stating Spcncer*s definition of 

eternal living existence. “Were there no changes in the environ¬ 

ment but such as the organism had adapted changes to meet, and 

were it never to fail in the efficiency with which it met them, 

there would be eternal (living) existence.** 
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There is nothing in the condition prescribed by Spencer that 

is lacking, so far as the organism and its environment arc con¬ 

cerned. The human body, in the beginning, if not now, was con¬ 

structed perfect; and it was then, if not now, in an environment, 

the changes of which the organism was equipped with adapted 

changes to meet; and it would never have failed in the efficiency 

with which it met the changes, but for the interference of man. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

How Old is the Body? 
We have seen that the body, under the operation of Divine 

Life, is undergoing a constant process of destruction and con¬ 

struction. It is formed by the multiplication and differentiation 

of millions of tiny cells. The cells increase in number by the 

division of the pre-existing cells into equal parts, and each part 

possesses similar properties. Every new cell has a definite life- 

history. It grows, performs its function, and ceases to exist, 

either by dividing into two other cells, or by dying, dissolving, 

and passing from the body as waste. 

While the multiplication rate exceeds the death rate of cells 

in any certain tissue or organ, that tissue or organ increases in 

size. When the multiplication-rate and the death-rate arc equal, 

the tissue or organ is in a state of equilibrium. As soon as the 

death-rate exceeds the multiplication-rate, decay and atrophy 

begin; and when the decay and atrophy have proceeded to such 

an extent that an important tissue or organ can no longer per¬ 

form its allotted function, the animated existence of the body 

comes to an end—the body dies. 

General decay and death, therefore, are the logical result of 

the loss of multiplication power of the cells of the body. This 

loss of power of the cells to perform their function result from 

the fact, that the law which governs the body is not being ob¬ 

served and obeyed. We should know without experience that 
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the needs of the body, as the needs of the engine, are not being 

fully supplied, or that the body is being misused and abused. 

As we observe, there is a continuous change going on in the 

entire structure of the body, by which its various parts are con¬ 

stantly broken down and cast off as unfit for further use, and as 

constantly renewed. Throughout the whole body, the Life 

Force is incessantly engaged in tearing down the old tissues, of 

which the body is composed, and in rebuilding them again of 

new, fresh materials; so that all the tissues and parts of the 

body are always renewed and always ready to perform their al¬ 

lotted function. 

Dr. Carrington comments on the renewal process occurring 

in the body as follows: 

‘The rnoment the last morsel of food is digested, and the stomach is 

empty, a general reconstructive process begins; a new tissue formation, owing 

lo the f.nct that the broken-down cells arc being replaced by (new) healthy 

ones—which is Nature’s method of repairing any destroyed or injured part 

of the organism. This replacement of cells means gradual replacement of 

tissues; replacement of tissues means that a new stomach has been con¬ 

structed—a stomach in every sense of the word NEW—as new in every 

anatomical sense as is the filling in of wounds, or between the fractured 

ends of bones" (Vitality, Fasting, Nutrition, p. 4^0), 

All the cells composing the soft tissues are thus completely 

renewed in a few months. Anatomists and physiologists are not 

agreed among themselves as to the length of time required to re¬ 

new all the bony structures; but seven years is the maximum es¬ 

timate. Dr. Carrington thinks this time limit too long. He says: 

"Now, since the present modes of living arc monstrously abnormal; and 

since our bodies are, consequently, distinctly abnormal in composition and 

function throughout our lives, it follows that all such changes will be ab¬ 

normal also, and that the length of time occupied in all such changes is, 

at the present day, and under existing conditions, entirely abnormal" (Vitality, 

Fasting & Nutrition, p, 491). 

"It is my contention that, were cell changes not stunted and at times 

almost checked by the almost entire monopoly of the vital forces for the 

purposes of digestion and elimination, it could be definitely ascertained that 

the body changes with the seasons, as docs the snake’s skin; and 1 look for 

the not far distant day when science shall prove this to be a fact—by the 
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observation of normal men and women, instead of diseased ones—the method 

now in vogue” (Supra, p. 492). 

However, taking the maximum estimate as given, regardless 

of how long a man lives, HIS BODY IS NEVER MORE THAN 

SEVEN YEARS OLD. Why then docs the body grow stiff, fee¬ 

ble, and decayFor the same reason that a mighty river would 

cease to exist, or an engine would grow defective and fall to 

ruin—because its constant needs are not completely and properly 

met. When we violate the law by which a thing is, then and 

there its dissolution begins. It may be a river, a machine, or a 

man, but the result is the same. When there occurs a violation 

of the law by which a river, machine, or man is, its end is but a 

question of time. 

More light is shed on the subject by the experience of Dr. 

Alexis Carrel, as related by Dr, Shelton, to-wit: 

"On January 17, 1912, Dr. Carrel took a piece of conriefctjvc tissue from 

the heart of a chicken and set about to maintain its life apart from the 

chicken’s body. That piece of heart is alive yet ^ (192^) , and is, apparently, 

as strong and vigorous as ever. Every day it is washed and supplied with a 

fresh nutrient media. The washing completely rids it of waste products. Kept 

clean and properly nourished, it grows so rapidly that it is frequently neces¬ 

sary to subdivide it. Yet the piece of heart does not seem to grow' old in 

the sense that its vitality is diminished. On November 21, 192J, it was an¬ 

nounced that so rapid had been the growth of this piece of tissue, that had 

it not been cut dowm each day, it would have overspread the entire city of 

New York” (Living Life To Live It Longer, p. 13). 

Dr. W. R. C. Latson, discussing Harry Gaze’s physical im¬ 

mortality theory, says: 

“Dr. Ga'ze advances the somewhat startling claim that somatic death, 

that is, the death of the body as a whole, is due to causes which may be 

averted; and that by proper means one may so control the bodily functions 

as to retain the body indefinitely. I do not hesitate to say that, while his 

conception of life and the possibility of physical immortality is unique, there 

is nothing in the accepted facts of physiological science, by which his posi¬ 
tion can be refuted." 

Gaze himself observes: 

"The body literally and completely returns to dust in less than one 

year; and during that period a new body is constructed, molecule by mole¬ 

cule. * * The question may, therefore, be asked, Why docs the body 
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ever manifest age if it is thus renewed? With the advance of years, there is 

a gradual but positive cessation of the vitality expressed, resulting from the 

failure (of the person) to co-operate with the process of renewal.” 

Linn A. E. Gale remarks: 

“Science agrees that death can be deferred and life extended far beyond 

the prevailing limit. Some scientists go far beyond that, and assert that dis¬ 

ease and age will eventually be eradicated to such an extent that death will be 

the exception** (Health Messenger, p. 20). 

But how will this come about? By casting science and all its 

junk into the sea, and following Nature. It will come about by 

correcting our habits, by knowing, observing, and obeying the 

law. Some light on this point is also given by Dr. Shelton in the 

following remarks: 

“A few years ago Prof. Huxley of England, son of the older Prof. Hux¬ 

ley, took some young plenaria, or earth worms, and performed a very inter¬ 

esting and instructive experiment with them. He fed a whole family of these 

as they ordinarily eat. One he isolated and fed in the same manner, except 

that he forced it to undergo short periods of fasting. It was alternately fed 

and fasted. 

"The isolated worm was still alive after 19 generations of its brothers 

had been born, lived their regular life cycles, and passed away. The only dif¬ 

ference in the mode of life and the diet of this worm, as compared to that of 

its brother worms, was its periodic fasts. 

"Prof. Huxley explained that overfeeding clogs the body and produces 

death. * ♦ 

"By fasting the worm at repeated intervals, the excess of food that was 

clogging and poisoning the body, w'as used up and the toxins or acids were 

cleared out. The cells and tissues of the worm were kept soft and young and 

its system kept free from all cncumberances. The result was that it lived 

over 19 times as long as it otherwise would have lived" (Supra), 

If wc apply this rule to man, an individual dying at 50 could 

increase his days to 950 years, and one dying at 100 should live 

to be 1900 years old, What is possible for worms should be 

possible for man; for shall we believe that worms are more great¬ 

ly endowed than man is? 

It seems safe to assume that under proper care, the body 

should not grow feeble and decay under a thousand years. For if 

man lived perfect in all his habits, no cell of his body would fail 

to perform its allotted function, and human life, barring acci¬ 
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dent, would continue for many centuries. Perpetual youth would 

be a reality instead of a wish, and *‘the dread of the infirmities 

of age and the horror of death'* would be unknown. 

With this fact before us, we are better able to account for 

the untiring search of man. for the “fountain of youth.’* Back of 

this urge is an uncanny reality that has never before been dearly 

described; and it is this reality that has supplied the propelling 

power which has urged man on and on, in his ceaseless effort to 

conquer death and escape “old age,** by regaining the priceless 

treasure that he forfeited by disobeying the law (Gen. 2:17). 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

The Human Intellect 
The duration of man's physical existence is not determined 

by, nor limited to, a certain number of years, it seems; nor is his 

vitality measured and decreased by the rising and setting of the 

sun. 

Youth and age are conditions only, appertaining to the body, 

but not to Life. For a man is young or old, depending on his 

physical condition, and not on the force animating his frame. 

It is not Life that grows old with toil and time; and if the body, 

thru which Life functions, remained forever in a condition fav¬ 

orable for its continuous and harmonious operation, Life would 

never depart therefrom. 

Give, and it shall be given unto you, is the law (Luke 6:38). 

Give to your body the scrupulous care that merits eternal life 

in the flesh, and, since belief produces the effect of belief, also 

firmly believe that your desire is possible of fulfillment (Mark 

11:24), and you shall receive it (Matt. 7:7). The disposition of 

men to give up and let go when they begin to approach the 60th 

or 70th mile stone, is the disposition that engenders in their tis¬ 

sues the processes that produce the condition which they visual¬ 

ize in their mind. It is dangerous; cast it from you. 
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But, say you, all things are '*born to die/* and all things do 

die. All vegetal and animal life dies. Why should man alone 

be excluded from this category? 

Why do ye doubt, O ye of little faith (Matt. 8:26). Have 

you forgotten that there are many reasons why man should not 

be included in this class? Let us observe some of them: Man is 

the crowning work of Creation. He is Lord of the Visible Realm, 

with dominion over every living thing that moveth upon the 

earth (Gen. 1:28). He alone of all that inhabit the earth, pos¬ 

sesses the divine power to think, reason, and understand, by vir¬ 

tue of which he is able to search the ends of the earth, discover 

and appropriate to his use, the deepest secrets of Nature. 

Thru the use of his intellect, man alone can detect the ex¬ 

istence of Universal Law, can discover the mode and manner of 

its operation, can change and control his environment to his ad¬ 

vantage; can so regulate his conduct as to remain in harmony 

with the law, and by these means can supply conditions that 

will inure to his improvement and advancement, just as surely 

as water flows downward. 

Why do we forget these divine attributes, and make so little 

use of them? Because of ignorance and mis-education. What 

could man accomplish, were he educated to know the law, put 

his body in harmony therewith by conquering his perverse na¬ 

ture and habits, and regain the ‘‘dominion** that was intended 

should be his? He would then enjoy the great treasures, about 

which he will know nothing until he rises to that plane. 

Man takes a piece of chicken tissue, and supplies a condi¬ 

tion that carries its life on and on, in a state of “perpetual 

youth.*’ By knowing the law and supplying the proper condi¬ 

tions, he should be able to carry the existence of his own body 

on and on, in a state of “perpetual youth.** Why not? If this 

state is possible for a piece of chicken tissue, it is possible for the 

whole chicken; and if it is possible for a chicken, it is also pos¬ 

sible for a man. Let us notice this briefly. 
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In the tree we have a symbol of eternal living existence. Some 

trees survive for several centuries. But in time even the tree, 

like all other animated forms, decays and dies. This is due to a 

certain condition which has resulted and which the tree lacks 

power to control. 

The body of a tree, like the body of a man who knows noth¬ 

ing of the law that enables him to rule his environment and re¬ 

tain his vitality, enters into a state of calcification and hardening, 

due CO an accumulation of excess minerals in its trunk, and it is 

unable to draw adequate nourishment up from its roots thru the 

long stretch of hardened, mincral-ladcned wood. So the tree 

dies of starvation, not from lack of food w'ithin reach of its 

roots, but from lack of ability to absorb and assimilate the food. 

But the branches of the tree are still young and vigorous; 

and if newly rooted, or ingrafted onto younger trunks, they 

will take on renewed vitality, and continue to grow until the 

state of calcification again threatens their existence. By re¬ 

peating the process as often as may be necessary, the life of the 

branches may be prolonged for thousands of years, and they 

will maintain a state of “perpetual youth.’* 

By virtue of a peculiar intelligence, bestowed upon no other 

creature, man is able to control the environment of trees, worms, 

and chicken tissue, and supply conditions that endow these with 

“perpetual youth.” Knowing these things by experience and 

demonstration, why docs he not use this information to the bene¬ 

fit of his own body? There appears to be no reason why he should 

not be able to do for himself what he is able to do for trees, 

worms, and chicken tissue. 

There are many who will sneer at these remarks, as their fore¬ 

fathers sneered at the thought of wireless telegraphy, horseless 

carriages, and flying machines. But sneering did not prevent 

these things from coming to pass. 

Man can control his own environment as well as that of 

worms and trees. By the acquisition and application of a knowl¬ 

edge of how to live as he should live, man can prevent the cal- 
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cification and hardening of his blood vessels, tissues, organs, and 

joints, and thus gain for himself the ‘^perpetual youth” which 

has always been the dream of the race. 

For instance, if a man observes by his feelings that he is 

losing his vitality, he is able to restore it again, just as he docs 

for trees and worms,^ by so living as to regenerate and rejuvenate 

his body. This is done we see, first by fasting until the body has 

dissolved and disposed of the hardening deposits; then by eating 

sparingly of such foods, and drinking only such liquids, as will 

leave in his body no hardening deposits, and observe the other 

requirements for health, such as sleeping, right-thinking, exer¬ 

cising, bathing, etc. 

Here lies part of the secret; and these things man alone can 

learn and do. So far, no man has learned and done them to a 

degree of perfection. Still, **an event which has not yet taken 

place, is as much a part of universal truth as though it had 

occurred.” And because it has not yet come to pass, is no proof 

that such event is impossible. Man knows those things only that 

have happened, and believes as impossible events that have not 

happened; but that docs not make it so. For all things are pos¬ 

sible to him that believeth (and doeth) (Mark 9:23). 

We are especially cautioned not to depend on faith to the 

exclusion of w'^ork. To accomplish what is desired in any de¬ 

partment of human existence requires work. It requires not 

only faith, but work. It requires work—a doing of that which 

we believe, that what w'e desire may come to pass. It is written: 

“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, 

and have not works? Can faith save him? But wilt thou know, O vain man, 

that faith without works is dead*’ (James 2:14-20). 

Now and then we read of some one who has made a little 

more than the ordinary use of the powers which obey the beck 

and call of man, and are astonished by the remarkable results that 

are accomplished. Louis Cornaro makes but partial use of them, 

and from a physical wreck at the age of 40, given up by phy¬ 

sicians as hopeless, he brings himself back from the shadows of 

death, to a state of health and vigor that carries him onw'ard thru 
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life to the age of 102 years—and he lived to see planted every 

one of the physicians who solemnly assured him that he could 

live but a few short years. This is only one of multitudes of sim¬ 

ilar cases. 

Now if Cornaro, by his ability to control his environment, 

was able to supply conditions sufficiently favorable to bring him 

back, from the brink of the grave at the age of 40, to a degree 

of health that enabled him to live 62 years longer, why could 

he not have supplied conditions so favorable as to enable him to 

live 602 or 6002 or 60002 years longer? He could, and he would 

have done so, had he known how. It is a matter of knowing how. 

No man has yet died a natural death. This statement applies 

to all men who have appeared on earth from the first, including 

Methuselah, who is said to have lived almost a thousand years— 

for death is not natural. If a man can live 100 years, he can 

live 1000 years, and if he can live 1000 years, there is no reason 

why he should die. 

We make this statement, since no man ever died because Life 

was ready and willing to leave his body. Life is endowed with 

unlimited power and unlimited resource; and it strives persist¬ 

ently to save and preserve the form thru which it operates, 

without varying in the least from its course. Let us see. 

The muscles grow soft and flabby and weak from non-use; 

but indulge in vigorous exercise for a few weeks, and observe 

how quickly Life increases their size and endurance, in order 

to meet the new demand made upon them. The skin on the 

palm of the hands grows thin and tender thru lack of labor, 

and the hands soon blister and pain when we use them in hard 

work. What happens? Continue the work and see how soon 

Life provides there, skin of extra thickness and toughness, to 

meet the new demands. This illustrates the operation of the 

law, Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 

down, and shaken together, and running over (Luke 6:3 8). 

These two examples are typical of the marvelous manner in 

which Life always strives, under the influence of the Law of 
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Self-preservation, to protect and presence as long as possible, its 

mundane habitation. Every part of the body responds to this 

law, no matter whether it be the skin, the muscles, or the internal 

organs. It may be the heart, the liver, kidneys, or ductless 

glands; but since they are all a part of the whole, they respond 

to the law that governs the whole. 

When the function of Life is obstructed in the smallest de¬ 

gree, it promptly rises to meet and master the situation, as we 

have shown, for the purpose of preserving the body it has 

brought into existence. In cases of severe illness, we know that 

Life often succeeds in saving the body after all human hope is 

lost. But if, due to the interference of man, the obstruction is 

too great for it to conquer, then it must depart from the body, 

and the body sinks back into the earth, not because it could not 

live longer, but because, thru the disobedience of its owner, it 

has forfeited its right to live longer. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

From Master to Slave 
No creature of the animal kingdom, save and except man, 

dies prematurely of pestilence and disease, when left in its native 

state. This is so because they live in peace and harmony with 

their environment. 

Having no will of their own, the animals of the wild are 

guided by an unerring intelligence that is uncanny when con¬ 

templated, and are constrained to live in obedience to the law 

of their being. This intelligence men call Animal Instinct, and 

so little is known of it that we have discussed the same in a 

separate chapter. 

A noteworthy fact that comes up in connection with the 

recorded existence of the old Patriarchs, is the conspicious absence 

of information or evidence to indicate that these men were ever 

ill, or died prematurely. They passed thru their earthly sojourn. 
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from birth to death, like vigorous oaks that grow on suitable 

soil under ideal conditions. 

There is only one recorded exception, and that is in the 

case of Enoch, father of Methuselah. All the days of Enoch were 

365, and Enoch walked with God, and he was not; for God took 

him (Gen. 5:22-24). 

But contemplate man of today; The highest and noblest of 

all living creatures, the only beings capable of reason and judg¬ 

ment, and possessed with powers of intelligence for carrying into 

execution such arts and designs as science and philosophy may 

discover and dictate—this man comes not so near, by far, to 

completing his purpose on earth, with respect to health and 

longevity, as the ape, the baboon, or the monkey. 

We behold the seasons so beautifully balanced; we observe 

how the fowls of the air, the fishes of the sea, and the beasts 

of the field fit so perfectly into the scheme of Nature; we see 

that even the spider and the snake, except for the interference 

of man, are perfectly related to their environment. But man seems 

to be an outcast and a renegade. 

Created to have dominion over ail visible things, man is, in¬ 

stead, completely controlled and dominated by habits and envir¬ 

onment. From the master of the visible realm, he has become the 

slave of the fear, stupidity, superstition, lustfulness, and wicked¬ 

ness of all the earth. He knows nothing of that Faith which 

would enable him, so to speak, to move the mountains from his 

path. He p>crmits pleasure, fear, and superstition to supply the 

motive for his every action. His passage thru the world is ap¬ 

parently divorced from all law and order, and governed solely by 

accident and chance. Instead of his being a part OF Nature, 

as are the lower animals, he is a part FROM Nature. His maxim 

seems to be— 

ANY WAY BUT THE NATURAL WAY! 

From beginning to end, man lives and leads an unnatural 

life. He is continually doing things that war against Nature, 

thus placing both in an unnatural position, as to each other. 
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This deranges a healthy body, disturbs its natural function, and 

destroys that quiet equipoise so necessary for a long, healthy, 

happy life. His mind, instead of being clean, calm, and serene, 

is clouded and perverted by traditional lustfulness, fear, and 

superstition. His body, which he should respect, reverence, and 

well-treat, is misused and abused beyond description. 

The art of eating, which was designed merely to supply the 

body with needed nutrition, man has degraded into the most 

sensual pleasure. The peaceful slumber, so necessary to enable 

the body to recuperate after a hard day’s toil, he too often 

thrusts aside to make way for what he deems a good time. Last¬ 

ly, the procreative function, that marvelous power bestowed by 

the Creator on man, in order that he may perpetuate himself and 

fulfil] the injunction— 

B« fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth (Gen, 1:28), 

he has desecrated, debased, and profaned in the most despicable 

manner. Of this crime against the Creator and Nature one 

writer observes: 

’"Man is the highest form of all living creatures on earth, but by his 

sex nature he falls below the brutes. The brute docs not defile its body, 

but man squanders his very life. Sensuality destroys body and mind, and 

shortens life. 

"Ths pollution of sex comes between man and his God. The sensual 

do not love God, for they can not serve God, The word of God has no 

attraction for such. God can not be approached while the temple, in which 

the Kingdom of Heaven should be, is being polluted, 

'There is no question on which people express and exhibit so much 

ignorance and which causes so much misery, sickness, and early death, as the 

ignorant abuse of sex matters. 

"The physical decline is in proportion to the sexual waste. We can not 

evade this fundamental truth. Every individual bears the marks of the 

truthfulness of this assertion. And the pollution of the temple or body is 

in ratio to die sexual degeneracy or other sinful practices." 

Are infirmity and disease natural to man. In order that the 

weak may become strong, and the sick may become well, is it 

necessary to get power from without? 

T H' 
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Many men so think, for from them we hear this sort of rea¬ 

soning; My body is weak from its birth, congenitally of a feeble 

nature, and for this reason there is no possibility of its becoming 

a healthy physique. The proof of this is found in the fact, that 

no matter how nutritious the food I eat, what various exercises 

I take, nor where I go for health, not the least improvement ap¬ 

pears. 

It is also usual to hear the same sort of complaint from those 

who are ordinarily distressed with sickness. They say, No matter 

what prominent physician I consult, nor what expensive medicine 

or treatment I take, there is no end to my disease; frequently 

when one disease has begun to be cured, I am attacked by another, 

and I am unable to forget the pains and illness for a single day. 

Why is this? Really, we men seem to be captives of disease, and 

since I appear to have no way of escape, I have now become 

resigned. 

Indeed, as they have concluded that disease and infirmity dog 

them wherever they go, and that there is an evil affinity chat can 

never be shakerv off, their lot is a most pitiable one. If it be so 

that what they say is the truth without mistake, that when one 

has once become ill, escape is by no means possible, and the weak 

one can never again become robust, verily, is not man the most 

contemptible creature in the world? 

While this state is the real condition of most men, it is not 

the actual condition of all men—nor is it the natural condition 

of any man. After the Creator had made the world and all liv¬ 

ing things, except man. He saw that it was good. He then 

wrought His grandest handiwork—Created man in his own 

(Spiritual) image (Gen. 1:27), made him king of the visible 

realm, and gave him dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 

the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon 

the earth (Gen. 1:28). 

From the hand of his Creator came man, perfect in organi¬ 

zation and beautiful in form. His decline from chat ideal state 

resulted directly from his own disobedient acts—destructive hab- 

X 
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its. The fact that he has for countless centuries withstood the 

ever-increasing wear and tear of bodily disorders, produced by 

his own harmful habits, is conclusive proof of the wonderful 

power of endurance with which he was first endowed, 

CHAPTER XXXIIL 

Doctrine of Vicarious Atonement 
The degraded condition of man, the highest work of crea¬ 

tion, indicates that he has lost his way, and needs some one, some 

thing, some power, some guidance, to redeem him from the 

darkness in which he is wandering. 

Therefore, came the Son of man to save that which was lost 

(Matt. 18:11). He shed his blood for many (Mark 14:24), just 

as other martyrs had before, and have since, that men might 

know the truth that makes them free from the creeds and dog¬ 

mas of a lost world (Luke 19:10; John 3:17). He came as a 

light of the world, that chose who would believe in his teach¬ 

ing should not walk in darkness, but should enjoy the light of 

life (John 8:12). 

He brought light to the lost part of creation, that it might 

find the truth that would make it free. Man, lost in false belief, 

was to be shown the light, and be released from darkness. But the 

multitude thought Christ spoke of the material man, and an¬ 

swered that they were never in bondage to any one (John 8:32- 

33). 

They were then in absolute bondage to their false belief, and 

still are; and so is the entire Christian world; and it will so re¬ 

main, as long as it believes in the absurd atonement theory. 

The Christian religion is based on the doctrine of Vicarious 

Atonement. This means that some one else can rescue or re¬ 

deem us from sin by taking our sins upon himself, by becoming 

responsible for our wrongs, by suffering in the place of, or for 

the sake of another who has committed a crime. The Christian 
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world, living in this belief, regards Christ as the Great Redeemer, 

the Saviour of a lost world. 

It is the weak that cry for help. It is the man who depends 

on help that fails. NVe may offer a score of excuses for our fail¬ 

ure, yet the fact remains that we failed; and we failed because 

we were not equal to the work confronting us. The man who 

meets his task with a strong heart and a willing hand, is the man 

who succeeds; and we do not find such a man looking for help, 

praying for some one else to do what the Creator made him capa¬ 

ble of doing, then placed his work before him. 

To hold that God made man, then placed him in an environ¬ 

ment that would destroy him, or which he lacked strength to 

subdue, is to hold that God is an incompetent being. Neither do 

we believe that God, or the Infinite Intelligence that rules the 

Universe, made the earth, covered it with millions of living 

forms, and allowed the situation to get so far beyond his con¬ 

trol, that he was constrained to send a Messenger in the Flesh to 

redeem, save, and bring back what he had made and lost. 

The so-called atonement seems to be based chiefly on the 
following statement: 

That It might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, s.iy- 

ing Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sickness (Matt. 8:17). 

This refers in particular to the 53rd Chapter of Isaiah, in 

which it is held that the subsequent suffering of Christ for man 

was foretold. From that chapter we select the following verses: 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows (vs. 4). Yet it 

pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief; when thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin (vs. 10). 

This is the straw at which the drowning man is clutching. It 

may be better to grasp at a straw than at nothing at all; but 

the drowning man would come nearer being saved, if he disre¬ 

garded the tempting straw and used the powers his God gave him 

in an effort to save himself. 

But contemplate how much easier it is for someone else to 

save us, than for us to save ourselves. Paul, in his various Epis- 
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ties, disclosed the fact that he believed in saving his own strength, 

and allowing someone else to save him. He was a strong believer 

in, and a staunch supporter of, the doctrine of vicarious atone¬ 

ment. He wrote: 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us (Rom, 5:8). 

Peter also "clutched at the straw,** and believed that— 

Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh (I Pet. •4:1); 

yet he flatly denied that he knew "the man** whom a short time 

before he had declared was— 

The Christ, the Son of the living God (Matt. 16:16), 

and whom it is said that he saw— 

Transfigured before them and his face did shine as the sun, and his 

raiment was white as the light (Matt. 17:2). 

This is the same Peter who said: 

Lord, X am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death (Luke 

22:33 ). 

And again: 

Lord, why can not I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy 

sake (John 13:37). 

And when this same Peter was accused of being acquainted 

with Christ,— 

Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man (Matt. 

26:74). 

When the time came to test the force of Peter*s statements, 

they were found to be empty sounds—hollow as a rotten log. 

Contemplating this man earnestly declaring to his Christ— 

To whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life (John 6:68). 

And then, when accused of being acquainted with Christ, this 

same man, this great Peter, cursed, and swore, and said, "I know 

not the man** 

Peter—a "rock.** This is the rock upon which I will build 

my church (Matt. Ifi.TS). If Christ was the man we believe 

he was, that statement was not made by him. For Peter was a 

man of weak, impulsive, vacillating disposition. He was also a 
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liar and a coward, according to the biblical account of his con¬ 

duct. 

What a "rock" on which to found a monument of truth. 

Can the building be greater than its foundation? Can a rock 

that crumbles into despicable dust under the force of the first 

preliminary test, be a safe place on which to erect onc*s hopes of 

"eternal life?’* And this is the "rock** on which rests the insti¬ 

tution that hopes to be saved thru the blood of a rejected and 

murdered martyr. Unless saved in that way, it is certain that it 

will never be saved. 

Leaving Peter and going to Paul, we first observe that his 

former name was Saul, meaning destroyer (Acts 13:9), and this 

appellation appears to have been a very appropriate one, based on 

his own admission. For he was originally an avowed and im¬ 

placable foe of the "disciples of the Lord,** and says himself that 

he persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering 

into prisons both men and women (Acts 22:4), for the very 

serious crime of believing in the teachings of the One whom he 

later regarded as having "died for him." 

Breathing out ominous threatenings and slaughter against the 

disciples of the Lord, Saul, who seems to have been some sort of 

an officer of the law, consenting unto Stcphen*s death, making 

havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men 

and women, committed them to prison (Acts 8:1-3), went unto 

the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the 

s>magogues, authorizing him to bring bound unto Jerusalem, such 

men and women as he found that were believers in the teachings 

of Christ (Acts 9:1-2). 

But even the hardened criminal at last reaches the point, 

where he can no longer bear the "pricks** of his own guilty con¬ 

science, and he experiences a change of heart, and reforms. Saul 

underwent this change on the highway to Damascus. As he jour¬ 

neys along the hot, dusty road with his servants, he is alone with 

his terrible thoughts. He has time to reflect on the heinous 

crimes that he has committed, and of the horrors of his present 



12G THE DIVINE LIFE 

errand. Being only human after all, he began to sicken at the 

contemplation of the suffering and misery that he was causing, 

and believed that this was a favorable opportunity for him to 

make a change and become a better man. Who wouldn’t? 

But how was he to escape from his present predicament? He 

had boldly stalked into the frowning presence of the high priest, 

loudly stated his bloody intentions, and requested a commission 

authorizing him to carry out his murderous work. Perchance, 

before such letters were granted, he had been required to take a 

solemn oath, with a drastic penalty to be imposed for his failure 

to perform his task. 

However, he seems to have been equal to the occasion. As he 

drew near Damascus, suddenly there shined around about him 

a light from heaven, so he says; and that he fell to the earth, 

and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why pcrsccutest 

thou me? And he said. Who arc thou. Lord? And the Lord sai3, 

I am Jesus whom thou pcrsccutest (Acts 9:4-5). And so the 

story goes. If you have not read it, then read it. 

Saul knew that there was at Damascus a certain disciple 

named Ananias. No doubt Ananias was the principal person that 

Saul had hoped to bring bound unto Jerusalem, for delivery into 

prison. But since his change of heart, he is now going to use 

his intended victim for a far different purpose. For he enters 

into a plot with Ananias, for the purpose of carrying out his de¬ 

signs of proselyting; and he concocted one of the best fish yarns 

that we have ever read, in order to perform his plan. 

Most any of us can fabricate a fairly good story as to our 

motive for taking a certain course, when we are ready to make 

such a complete about-face. And we can improve on that story 

when we think of the taunting jeers and sneers that we know 

will be hurled at us for yielding to such a great change of heart. 

We would be constrained to give the best reasons w'e could think 

of; and Saul seems to have been an artist, when it came to manu¬ 

facturing fish-stories. 

THE DIVINE LIFE 127 

What did Paul know about Christ and his doctrine? He was 

quite a young man when the Master was engaged in his work 

(Acts 7:58). People of tender years are not, as a rule, seriously 

affected by religion. They are sportive, vivacious, adventurous. 

Their attention is turned to the light, shallow, and exciting sides 

of life. It is the more mature men who, feeling the weight of 

passing years, turn to investigate the probable “destination of 

the soul after death.” Paul was engaged in the work of perse¬ 

cution and murder, not because of the religious aspect of the 

situation, but because of the excitement it afforded. 

Paul never saw Christ. He gathered his information from 

the disciples, most of whom were illiterate fishermen. The vera¬ 

city of fishermen is very low today, and we have no reason to as¬ 

sume that it was higher then. The biblical account shows that 

they had all the weaknesses of other men. Their hearts were 

set on earthly things; they were envious and jealous, and quar¬ 

reled with one another. Each wanted to be greatest in the tem¬ 

poral kingdom, which they thought Christ was about to establish. 

The minds of the disciples were so steeped in things material, 

that they seldom understood the Master’s sayings (John 10:6). 

Growing impatient with their gross, material conceptions of his 

teachings, Christ sharply demanded of them. Are ye also yet 

without uuderslanding (Matt. 15.T6)? 

From this source came Paul’s information of the doctrine of 

Christ. On this hearsay evidence, from illiterate fishermen, who 

understood not the teaching of their Master, and showed by their 

questions and conduct that they did not understand it, Paul, as¬ 

suming to know more about Christ than any one else, proceeds 

to construct his theory of vicarious atonement—and our song- 

books and our sermons are filled with the teaching and the 
thought— 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while wc were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). 

The reason that Paul took the leading part in the play, is 

because he w'as the only one that had the education necessary to 
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perform the task. He was an educated Jew of a well-to-do 

family, and had been instructed in the principal learning of his 

time. So it was his ability to perform the task, and not his 

knowledge of Christ and his doctrine, that made him the leading 

light in the work. 

The most absurd theory of the doctrine of Vicarious Atone¬ 

ment that we have found, is related by W. E. Van Amburgh, 

and we shall give it here: 

"Christ was God’s first son; and after he was created, he was associated 

with God in all the further works of creation. He was not divine nor im¬ 

mortal until he had proved his worthiness to receive such honors. Now he 

is divine. A correct understanding of the true relationship between the Father 

and the Son, and of what God has done for Christ, clarifies much of what 

before was impossible to understand. We now see something of the value of 

the prize set before Christ; his great victory in overcoming the temptations 

of world number two. The heavenly host declared that he was worthy. 

Who would not count it a privilege to win such a prize, if the opportunity 

were offered? 

"Truth is often stranger than fiction. What shall we say when we learn 

that God has actually made a similar offer to others, that if they desire to 

run the same race, they may win a similar crown? 

"Let us stop here a minute to get a clearer view of the manner in 

which God carried out his plan to bring all this about, God gave the Chil¬ 

dren of Israel a law, that if one did an injury to another, punishment would 

be demanded in equal kind: An eye for an eye; a tooth for a tooth; hand for 

hand; foot for foot; life for life (Ex, 21:23-2f). Adam disobeyed, and lost 

his life. If Adam is ever to receive any blessing in the future, he will have 

to be awakened from death and brought back to life. How can this be, 

and at the same time the demands of justice, calling for a ‘life for life,' 

remain satisfied? 

"Let us make a little parable. Suppose a farmer owned a sheep that had 

been bad, and was condemned to die. Suppose the owner of the sheep also had 

a fine shepherd dog and, after explaining that the disobedient sheep must die 

unless some ocher sheep die in its place, would make this proposition to him: 

‘Trust, if you will agree to let me transform you from a dog into a sheep, 

and then consent to die in the place of that sheep, I will then transform 

you into a man like myself.’ 

"Here would be a proposition for Trust to consider. If he consents, the 

master changes him into a sheep. This is a complete change of nature. He is 
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not part dog and part sheep, but all sheep. Then, instead of letting the first 

sheep be put to death, the master puts the second one to death in its place. 

The life of one sheep has been given for the life of the other sheep. That re¬ 

leases the first sheep, and permits it to live. The law is complied with. 

"But what about sheep number two, the one which had been a dog? His 

master had promised that he should be brought to life as a man. The master 

keeps his promise. Sheep number two died as a sheep, but is resurrected as a 

man. What a change! Was not the prize of securing human life worth the 

suffering as a sheep? How much better to be a man than a shepherd dogl 

No injustice is done any one. Sheep number one is set free; the dog humbled 

himself to become a sheep, then died as a sheep, and was rewarded for his 

sacrifice by being exalted to be a man. He would never want to be a dog 

or a sheep again. The law holds the life of a sheep as punishment for the 

transgression; so thjj law is satisfied, 

"Jesus occupied a very high position in heaven, but humbled himself 

and took the form of a man, to die as a man for Adam; and God rewarded 

him by giving him a much higher position and nature than he had held 

before." 

The above proposition is based on Philippians as inter¬ 

preted by Diaglott, according to Van Amburgh. Another exam¬ 

ple of the turning and twisting of words, in order to manufac¬ 

ture support for our theories and philosophies. 

Van Amburgh continues: 

"Adam was under sentence of death. It would take a human life to 

ransom him. Jesus agreed to be changed into a man, and become a perfect 

man, such as Adam was before he sinned. Jesus died in the place of Adam, 

thus giving his life as a perfect man as a ransom for Adam. Adam now can 

be freed w'hen the time comes, and be resurrected to life again. Jesus will 

never be a man again; for God has given him a much better life. The dog 

could not use a dog body and live as a man; neither can Jesus use a human 

body and live as a divine being. ‘Flesh and blood can not inherit the king¬ 

dom of God* (1 Cor. 15:50), Justice is satisfied. It has the life of a per¬ 

fect man to take the place of the perfect man who sinned." 

But did Jesus die in the place of Adam? Adam died and his 

body returned ”unto the ground,” just as related in Gen. 3:19. 

His body has been dust now for lo these many ages. Wt should 

like to have Van Amburgh explain how Adam is to be "resur- 
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rected to life again.” In another place we have stated why “flesh 

and blood can not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

Van Amburgh further says: 

"Let us go back a moment to our parable of the dog and the sheep. The 

dog entered into a contract that he was first to be changed from a dog to a 

sheep. Then he was to die as a sheep. Death might come by disease and 

pain, or drowning, or even by hanging. The contract called for death, the 

manner not stated. He was then to be resurrected as a man. He knew that 

he could not retain his dog body and become a sheep. Nor could he retain 

his sheep body and become a man. He must pass thru two complete changes 

of .nature. It would therefore make no diflfcrcncc in the end by what means 

he died as a sheep; for die he must." 

Observe how material this author is. His every thought is 

steeped in materialism. He speaks of position, and high position, 

and the promotion of Jesus because he proved to be a trust- 

w^orthy and faithful employee. He speaks of agreements and con¬ 

tracts, which muse be fulfilled and satisfied. He refers to a law, 

which God gave the Children of Israel, and then he takes Christ, 

God’s first son, changes him from a “very high position in 

heaven,” to the form of man on earth, puts him to death, resur¬ 

rects him and transforms him into something else than a human 

body, because “flesh and blood can not inherit the kingdom of 

God.” 

These changes and transformations take place in defiance of 

all law, for law is a rule of action that occurs always and ever 

the same, without variation, change, or exception. So that the 

“contract that called for death,” Van Amburgh has fulfilled by 

the most flagrant violation of law that could be imagined. He 

calls this “Truth (which) is often stranger than fiction.” This 

is the brand of truth and religion that is proposed to save “souls.” 

“A guilty man needs no accuser.” Man knows in his heart 

that he is not obeying the law. If you should ask him in what 

way he is disobeying the law, perchance he could not tell you. 

And yet he knows that he is violating the law in some way. How 

does he know it? By his guilty conscience; by the conditions of 

misery and suffering with which he is surrounded. He realizes 

in some apparently unexplainable manner that this is not as it 
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should be, but he docs not know how to remedy the situation. 

He would not be looking for a saviour if he did not think that 

he needed a saviour. 

It is thru his soul-spirit-Jife that man knows he is violating 

the law. But instead of his heeding the warning of the soul, and 

learning the law and obeying it, he remains ignorant of the law, 

daily violates it, and continues in a forced belief of the doctrine 

of Vicarious Atonement. 

As to his aspect of religion Wm. R. Rcecc says: 

‘The central idea of the Chriiiian religion, as almost universally accepted 

at present, is the 'Vicarious Atonement.* This, as is known to all in Christian 

lands, is the idea that Christ, the second person in the trinity, died on the 

cross to save us from the penalty of sin, and that if we believe on Him and 

believe that He did thus die for u$, we shall certainly be saved from the wrath 
to come. 

"It is also taught that m.in can do nothing of himself to save himself, 

and that the pure sinlessncss of the Son of God is imputed (or made over) 

to all sincere believers, so that they are thenceforth regarded by God the 

Father as without sin—the sinleisness of the Christ being miraculously trans¬ 
ferred to them. 

"Without going into a lengthy theological argument, let me say that this 

'scheme of salvation' implies a diety external to man (or two of them, some¬ 

times even three in the thought of many). It implies that man is entirely 

powerless to help himself, and it also implies that a third thing must come 

between man and sin, and save him from the penalty of violated laws, by tak¬ 

ing the brunt of violated law on itself. This is the "Vicarious Atonement,’’ 
the suffering of another, the suffering of the Son of God, in the stead of the 
sinner" (Health For All), 

Says Dr. H. M. Shelton: 

"For hundreds of years humanity has believed and preached a false sys¬ 

tem of ethics. They have held that a fault may be atoned for by suffering 

that has no direct connection with, and does not rise out of, the fault. Every 

one may atone for his faults by penance, or by the purchase of indulgences, or 

some one else may suffer for him. It is equivalent to the belief that one can 

put his hand in the fire and another be burned for him. 

"The old idea of Christ’s sacrifice was, that I sin and Christ suffers for 

me. The old doctrine of hell was, that I sin now and suffer in the hereafter. 

There was no necessary connection between my present sinning and my future 
suffering. The sin docs not produce the suffering, and I would escape suffering 

for my sin except for the agency of a third thing that inflicts the punish- 



132 THE DIVINE LIFE 

mcnc upon me. 1 was to be punished FOR my sins, not BY them" (How To 

Live For Health and Strength, May, 1926). 

Pastor Russel writes a volume of 490 words, entitled The 

Atonement Between God and Man, in which he juggles words 

and phrases in every conceivable manner to show that there is— 

One mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave 

himself a ransom for all, to be testihed in due time (1 Tim, 2:5-6); 

And he quotes these words: 

"The Son of Man came * • * to give his life a ransom for many" 

(Mark 10:45). 

And then he observes; 

"There is no room for quibbling or disputing the meaning of these texts. 

Only by handling the Word of God deceitfully can any be blinded to the 

force and real meaning of this, the Lord’s testimony to the work which has 

been accomplished by our great Mediator. And the more this thought of a 

ransom—a ‘corresponding price*—is considered, the more force does it seem 

to contain, and the more light does it shed upon the entire work of the 

Atonement. 

"The thought, and the only thought, contained in it is, that as Adam, 

through disobedience, forfeited his being, his soul, all hit rights to life and 

CO earth, so Christ Jesus our Lord, by his death, as a corresponding price, paid 

a full and exact offset for Father Adam’s soul or being, and in consequence 

for all his posterity—every human soul—shares in his fall and in his loss.— 

Rom. 5:12.” 

Of these who do not believe in the "ransom,as he does, Pas¬ 

tor Russel says: 

"The many foes of the doctrine of the ransom, of whom the chief is 

Satan, sometimes with great cunning attempt to divert the attention away 

from the price given for man’s release from the curse of death, by pointing 

out those texts of Scripture in which the words ’redeem’ and ‘redemption’ are 

applied merely as relating to the full deliverance of mankind from death. 

"By calling attention to the deliverance, and ‘handling the Word of God 

deceitfully,’ they attempt to obscure the fact that the future deliverance, and 

all the blessings that now or in the futurd will come to mankind by divine 

grace, are of the Son, and through or by means of the ransom-sacrifice of 

himself, w’hich he gave, in our behalf, and which W'as ’finished* at Calvary.— 

John 19:30). 

"The translators of our Common Version English Bible unwittingly aided 

these opponents of the ransom, by using the w'ord ‘redeem’ to translate Greek 
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words which have considerably difierent meanings’* (The Atonement, etc., p. 

429). 

The Great Teacher was a remarkable man. His earnest, 

thoughtful, profound, spiritual preachments were too deep for 

his material audiences. The truths he uttered are not found in 

institutions. "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth’* 

are sentiments not tolerated by schools of theology. 

Jesus was a Jew; but from the law of his people he got no 

inspiration. Desire for place and power was not his. In his great 

simplicity he rose above banker, preacher, professor, doctor, and 

lawyer. He was bound by no creed; he founded no sect. Divid¬ 

ing truth was, to him, impossible; for a half truth is as dangerous 
as an error. 

Eloquent in speech and in silence; shunning the rich and self- 

seekers, he sought the lowly, needy, and sickly—for they that be 

whole need not a physician (Matt. 9:12). To these his poise, 

presence, and kindness was a tremendous inspiration. For forty 

miles around, the maimed, sick, and blind heard of this kind, 

unselfish man, of whom no harm was spoken; and they flocked to 

him in hope and confidence, as they would to any man of similar 

character and reputation. And his unlimited faith in the infinite 

benevolence of the Father of all creation, enabled him to make a 

profound impression upon them. 

He was the avowed enemy of the wealthy and powerful, the 

priests, the scribes, and the "money changers” (bankers). This 

drew to his banner the outcast, the lepers, and the poor. Arrayed 

against him w'as the "powers that be,” and so from the begin¬ 

ning, he knew his fate. But he had no family, no property, no 

worldly ambitions, so he did not care for life. He learned of the 

fate of his cousin, John, but he continued to ridicule the rulers 

with withering scorn. 

As long as he preached love and lowliness, he was safe. The 

rulers and leaders objected not to his doctrine of loving your 

enemies, and turning "the ocher cheek** to the smiter. But w'hen 

he began openly to denounce the priests and scribes as "hypo- 
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crites,** and “thieves/* and “vipers/’ it was high time for them 

to act. So they invoked their barbaric law. 

In the mob that assembled and demanded his blood, he had 

not a friend who dared speak out. His disciples, liars and cow¬ 

ards all but John, had denied him and fled. He was taunted, 

scorned, and insulted. Truth and Light had played and lost. 

Iniquity and hypocrisy has added another scalp to its bloody belt. 

The lowly Nazarene hung limp upon the cross, and the first stone 

of the Christian church was laid. Bickering began at once. The 

Romans blamed the Jews for the bloody act, and the Jews blamed 

the Romans. The seed had been sown for the destruction of na¬ 

tions. 

His biographers made him ridiculous, and marred the beauty 

of his career by distorting the facts with their own false concep¬ 

tions and opinions. They wrote from the current legends of the 

illiterate peasants, who were educated to believe in magic and 

mystery, in sorcery and necromancy, in ghosts and goblins, in 

demons and devils. 

These simple folks believed that God, who made the world, 

also made a competitor in the shape of Satan, who outguessed, 

outgeneraled, and outwitted the Maker. Competition between 

Satan and God was keen. Saten was an adroit schemer, and God 

lacked executive ability to handle the situation. He acknowl¬ 

edged defeat by delegating the work to his “son/* who also ac¬ 

knowledged defeat on the cross when he said, “Father forgive 

them, for they know not what they do.” As the whole affair 

had been turned over to him, according to the teaching of the 

church, why did he not do the forgiving? 

If Christ came in the office of a “redeemer of men,” why 

did Christ give so little attention to a thing so important? If 

this was his chief office, why was the thought not his chief topic? 

Those w'ho write of him, with the exception of Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John, make the redemption of man, thru the 

blood and suffering of Christ, the leading topic of their theme. 

And even the four mentioned, because of their material belief, 
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turned and twisted words and phrases in order to bring out as 

much as possible this thought. 

That Christ did not make the doctrine of vicarious atonement 

the principal topic of his teaching, should give no little concern 

to the advocates of the doctrine. It should give them a feeling 

of no little discomfort; for have they not hung their hopes of 

eternal life on a very frail limb? 

But men are men; and are as blind now as at any time in 

the history of humanity. They think for themselves now, no 

more than they did in the days of Christ. Thinking is the hard¬ 

est task under the sun. Rather than think, men believe in the 

teachings of others, whether it be right or wrong. As to that part 

of the teaching, they give no thought. They are too weak to 

think. They lean on the thought of others. They grasp at any¬ 

thing for help, regardless how frail that thing may be, rather 

than exert a little effort in self-help. 

He that hearcth my word, and belicveth on him that sent me, 

hath (now) everlasting life, ’s- * **• and is passed (now) from 

death unto life. Can any stretch of the wildest imaginadon con¬ 

strue these statements into meaning that Christ came and died 

to save sinful men, or that by his blood they arc “washed whiter 

than snow?” 

We have observed how the Bible was compiled for the purpose 

of supporting certain phases of religious teaching. And history 

relates how the institution of religion took the teaching of 

Christ, and with it plunged the world into the most terrible 

darkness that man has record of. The astonishing part of the 

proposition is, the general belief of this day in this land, that 

men arc free from these blasting influences. 

The murderous element that slew Christ saw that their de¬ 

signs were going to be defeated, that his end would not stop 

the spread of the truths he taught. So it became necessary to 

devise other measures for the preservation of their dominion 

over the people. Taking the truths proclaimed by Christ to a 

lost world, they canonized them, and made of them a foundation 
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on which to erect their degrading institution. Yes, the chief 

priest, the elders, and the scribes took the words '*of spirit and 

of life’* uttered by the lowly Carpenter of Nazareth, and wove 

them into a cable of steel, and used them to bind the burden of 

a false religion on the bending back of oppressed humanity—and 

this they did in the very name of the humble One they crucified. 

The priesthood took the message of Spirit and of Truth, and 

from it taught a new perversion in the blood of thousands, to the 

darkness of nations, w^hich darkness reached its pinnacle during 

the sixteenth century in the '*awful Massacre of St. Bartholomew, 

in August, 1572.” Of this John Abbott observes: 

“As we sec the priests of Paris .ind of France, during the awful tragedy 

of the (French) Revolution, massacred in the prisons, shot in the streets, 

hung upon the lamp-posts, and driven in starvation and woe from the king¬ 

dom, we can not but remember the day of St. Bartholomew. The 24th of 

August, 1 572, and the 2nd of September, 1792, though far apart in the rec¬ 

ords of time, are consecutive days in the government of God.** 

Wc are peculiarly impressed with some observations of Joseph 

McCabe regarding the Bible. We shall quote him: 

“Two thousand five hundred years after the great King Nebuchadnezzar 

lay on his gold and ivory couch, and cursed these (Hebrew) savages of the 

Syrian hills, the fragments of his mighty empire and its culture W'ould be 

patiently dug out of the dust, while the sacred book of the Jews would be 

kissed reverently all over the world, in the law’-courts of prouder cities than 

Persian or Babylonian ever saw. ♦ • • 

“The Old Testament, together with the New Testament, rules us—is 

read with honor in the very modern schools of America, is handled reverently 

in courts, closes theaters on a Sunday in England, and so on—solely because 

hundreds of millions of people, before whom politicians tremble and editors 

dissemble, believe that it is ‘the Word of God’ ** (The Forgery of the Old 

Testament, p. 8). 

Why do “hundreds of millions of people’* believe that the 

Bible is “the Word of God?’* Let us tell you— 

According to press reports of July 10, 1927, The Baptists’ 

Bible Union of North America, in control of the Des Moines 

(Iowa) University, has decreed that the faculty members must 

THE DIVINE LIFE 137 

subscribe to “the eighteen articles of faith,” Among the prin¬ 

cipal tenets of the “eighteen articles of faith” are: 

1— Belief in the Bible as the infallible word of God; 

2— That it was written by man supernacurally inspired; 

3— Belief in Genesis account of creation; 

4— Belief in the virgin birth of Christ; 

5— Belief in the resurrection of Christ; 

6— Belief that the whale swallowed Jonah. 

No man is able to imagine the stupidity and bigotry that 

must govern an institution which forces teachers of this the 20th 

century A. D. to acknowledge as the infallible Word of God, an 

absurd Jewish mythology of antiquity, originating with people 

who believe in all sorts of sorcery and mystery. It is beyond the 

imagination of any one, who has the capacity to comprehend 

the spiritual meaning underlying the teaching of Christ, to con¬ 

ceive of the degree of dogmatism and fanaticism which must 

rule those who perform such preposterous acts as here indicated. 

This is a typical illustration of the w'ay that religion has al¬ 

ways endeavored to obstruct human enlightment. The progress 

of mankind faces no graver danger than that of such obstinate 

conduct. Humanity can not advance in knowledge as long as 

a corps of enslaved teachers must force down the public throat, 

a belief in things so erroneous as to be inconsistent with every 

lesson that we learn from every plant and every tree. 

If we labor for a livelihood, we must obey the mandates 

of our employers. If our office is that of teaching, those we tutor 

come to us to learn, and will of course believe the things we 

teach. If we with apparent sincerity teach them that “the whale 

swallowed Jonah,” it becomes a part of their belief, and is passed 

on from father to son. And thus the belief of “hundreds of mil¬ 

lions of people” is the belief of a sordid institution, which uses 

this means to keep the shackles of bondage on the limbs of man, 

for the sole benefit of that institution. 

It is true that conditions have somewhat improved since the 

burning of Bruno. In the United States and some few other 

countries, no longer can men be legally burned, crucified, and 
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imprisoned for disputing the Bible, edited and canonized by a 

deceitful, lying priesthood for an ignoble purpose. But we per¬ 

ceive that *'the powers that be” arc determined that the shackles 

of bondage shall be kept on the limbs of man, regardless of the 

darkness into which such course leads. 

So we observe why men still believe in the teaching of Christ, 

as debased, biased, warped, and twisted by his murderous foes, 

and as expounded for a price from the pulpit by those who seek 

this course as an easy means of a livelihood. And a fawning, 

subservient public press, so slavish in its desires to please "the 

powers that be” and of which press Senator Robert L. Owen, on 

the floor of the United States Senate in April, 1924, declared— 

CAN BE USED TO SUPPRESS, DISTORT, AND MISLEAD, 

that same press will discredit and brand as dangerous radicals and 

rascals, any man or set of men who express the least disbelief 

in the teaching of Christ, as debased, warped, and twisted by his 

slayers. 

The most preposterous part of the whole proposition is, that 

the Christ they murdered, "redeemed” their selfish, sordid, sinful 

souls by and thru the very life which they took, the very blood 

which they shed. 

Why, the gross absurdity of the doctrine of vicarious atone¬ 

ment, the redemption of man thru the blood of a murdered 

Christ, woven thru and thru the works and the writings of 

the cunning advocates of this belief, stands without equal in the 

entire annals of human thought. 

All we have of the teaching of Christ is based on hearsay 

evidence from witnesses who could not understand the mean¬ 

ing of the Master’s word, and who deserted and denied the Mas¬ 

ter when his enemies took him. If these witnesses did not them¬ 

selves believe, yet being eye-witnesses we are told, how can wc at 

this late day believe, when we must base our belief on the hearsay 

evidence of those who believed not? 

Hearsay evidence is a kind of evidence that is not admitted 

in any court of law. It does not drive its value solely from the 
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credit to be attached to the witness himself, but rests also in 

part on the veracity and competency of some other person, from 

whom the witness received his information. It is inadmissible be¬ 

cause not given under the sanction of an oath, and not subject 

to cross-examination. 

Men living on the material plane, thinking on the material 

plane, knowing nothing of the spiritual, having visions of ma¬ 

terial grandeur, are little fitted to relate or write an account of 

the words of Spirit and of Life, uttered by the Master they heard, 

but not understood by them. For they will warp and twist words 

in every possible manner, so as to fabricate support for their ma¬ 

terial beliefs. And their readers, if also materialists, will further 

warp and twist the written word, in order to gain support for 

their material opinions. 

We do read that the Son of man is come to save that which 
was lost (Matt. 18:11), Admitting that Christ made that state¬ 

ment, or one of similar import, shall we cast aside all the rest 

of his teaching and hang our hopes of eternal life on this lone 
limb? 

Christ had in mind always the spiritual part of man, which is 

Life. But the desciples had in mind the material man only. They 

could think only of material things; they could not under¬ 

stand him. Said he, Are ye also yet without understa?iding? Matt, 
15:16), 

He came to save that which was lost. The spiritual man was 

lost, because he was not recognized. Man, made of dust, thought 

he was Life. Laboring under this delusion, he fell to the worship 

of reptiles, calves, idols, and unknown gods. He was unable to 

connect his existence with his Creator. He had gone astray he 

was, indeed, lost. 

All other living creatures, in their own peculiar way, under¬ 

stand the relation between them and the Father. They to this 

day trust the Father to supply all their needs. Take no thought 

of what ye shall eat or drink, nor of raiment. Even the flowers 

of the field toil not, neither do they spin; and yet their needs 
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arc fully supplied by the One by which they live and trust. 

But of all living things, man, of little faith, was and is the only 

sheep that has gone astray. 

Man is lost. He has missed the strait gate and the narrow 

way which leadeth unto life, and has entered the wnde gate and 

the broad way, that leadeth to destruction (Matt. 7:13-14). He 
thinks he is Life, and he has given himself up to the lust of the 

flesh. He has fallen to the lowest depths of all created things. 

Relatively speaking, the beasts of the field, in their conduct and 

observance of the law, are saints compared to man. 

Man is lost. He has vastly degenerated from the high plane 

of mental, moral, and physical perfection on which the Father 

placed him. Christ tried to help him back, and his word was not 

believed. Many others have tried to lift man up out of the mire; 

but they have been murdered, and their works and writings de¬ 

based and destroyed. 

The teaching of the doctrine of Vicarious Atonement has had 
and is having a vast influence in hastening the degenerative pro¬ 

cess that long ago seized humanity. No greater calamity could 

befall the race, than the thought that man, lost by his own 

conduct, is saved from the penalty of his wrongs thru the **blood 

of the Redeemer.” 

How easy for weak men to believe such nonsense, and how 

difficult for them to forsake their vices, which have mastered 

them, and perform for themselves the service of self-help. So 

the ranks of the Vicarious Atonement advocates are well filled, 
and the leaders wax fat on the substance of a credulous people. 

The sole aim and end of all religion, regardless of its denomi¬ 

nation, is to gain “eternal life.” But how gain it? By so living 

as to be worthy of it? By ceasing to do evil and learning to do 

well? By ceasing to be one of those riotous caters of festering 

flesh (Prov. 23:20), and eating fruit instead? By giving up tea, 

coffee, soda-fountain-slops, alcoholic beverages, etc., and drink¬ 

ing only water and frCssh fruit juices? By ceasing to be fornica¬ 

tors and adulterers (1 Cor. 6\9), and using the genital organs for 

r 
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the sole, single, and sacred purpose of perpetuating the race 

(Gen. 1:28)? By thinking constructive thoughts and by loving 

our fellow man, instead of having hearts filled with hatred, jeal¬ 

ousy, and evil continually (Gen. 6:5)? 

No; your guess is wrong, and your confidence misplaced. Man 

is willing to be “saved,” if the "saving” can be done by leaving 

him undisturbed in his disobedience and wickedness. But if he 

must obey the law in order to be “saved,” then he does not want 

to be saved. This is proved by every phase of religion, and by 

ail past experience, and by the daily conduct of the most sancti¬ 

fied Christian leaders and followers. They want to be “saved,” if 

some one else can do the “saving” of them for them, and pro¬ 

vided the “saving” does not interfere wuth their daily habits 

of living. 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Return to Obedience 
The curse upon mankind, as it is generally understood and 

preached, is a future curse of eternal torment—not a present 

curse. But according to the Scriptures it is a present curse, viz., 

death, which will be lifted in the future (Pastor Russel In The 

Atonement, etc., p. 405). 

The body of man, in the beginning, if not now, was per¬ 

fectly constructed in each and every detail for the duty it was 

designed to perform. It was endowed with capacity to receive 

sufficient intelligence from the Infinite Source, to enable it to 

live in health and happiness in the environment in w'hich it was 

placed; and it was further endowed with the potentiality of eter¬ 

nal existence, as wc have observed. Its decline and decay from 

that perfect state, and its disintegration and death, were brought 

about, not by any inherent defects in its construction and opera- 
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tion, as physicians would have us believe, but by the maltreat¬ 

ment of it by its owner. 

To live long means to obey the law in living. But even under 

ideal conditions, the length of time that the body will endure, 

depends quite largely upon the degree of mental and physical per¬ 

fection inherited from the earthly parents. The children of men¬ 

tally and physically defective and weakened parents, must to a 

certainty be afflicted with the disabilities of the parents. 

Man is not capable of bestowing on his offspring that which 

he does not have. Man, now so degraded and imperfect mentally, 

morally, and physically, must to a more or less extent pass these 

defects on to his children. Yet this does nor mean that the ex¬ 

istence even of a degenerated body can not be lengthened by 

proper living—by obedience. Just as Cornaro, by right living, 

increased the length of his days by 62 years, when his body at 40 

■was at the brink of the grave; so every man, by following the 

same course, can greatly increase his life-span. And if this proce¬ 

dure be continued from generation to generation, we should soon 

have the father dying at 15 0, the son at 200, the grandson at 

300, the great grandson at 400, and so on. 

must not be too optimistic and hope, by right living, 

to increase the life-span too greatly in one or two generations. 

Nor should we fall into discouragement and give up because 

progress seems slow. That the life-span can thus be increased, 

no one will dispute. And if it can be increased 62 years in one 

generation, as in the case of Cornaro, why not increased in the 

next, and the next, and so on, until eventually the span of hu¬ 

man life would be back to ^00 years. And why stop there? Why 

not continue building and improving, and finally reach, say the 

1,000 or 2,000-year mark. 

Contempkate what could be accomplished by such men as 

Christ, Bruno, Socrates, Galileo, Plato, Aristotle, Seneca, Plutarch, 

New^ton, Washington, Lincoln, Trail, Edison, Burbank, were 
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they to live five hundred or a thousand years. The present life¬ 

span of man is so ephemeral, that most men die before they really 

begin to live, and many pass on before that age is reached. 

By observing how the ages of the men of the Bible decreased 

after the Flood, we see that the process was gradual with the 

race in general, as Noah died at 950, Shem at 600. Arphaxad at 

465, and so on down. This is a splendid and reliable lesson which 

teaches that to the same extent the return will be a gradual pro¬ 

cess. Step by step, as it were, the length of human life, can, 

and some day will, be increased, up and up from the few short 

years that man now lives, to the grand old age of Mathuselah. 

Due to the eating and drinking of poisonous substances, to 

medicinal poisons that men take when ill, and to many other 

harmful habits that kill, the body is subjected to a continuous 

process of systematic poisoning from the moment of impregna¬ 

tion, and even long before, to the last heart-beat of existence. 

The body lasts as long as it can fight back and hold off the de¬ 

generating encroachment of this poisoning, and no longer. The 

variation exhibited in the length of human life, is dependent 

upon and governed by this condition. The less poison the body 

is forced to tolerate and endure, the longer will it last. That, 

in a nutshell, is the reason why one man dies at 5 0 while another 

lives 125 years. 

Regardless of whether a man lives 25 years or 125, Life al¬ 

ways leaves the Temple of Clay most reluctantly, and never un¬ 

til to remain longer becomes utterly impossible under the law 

which governs its operation. How long Life shall remain in the 

body, is determined by man^s own conduct, and not by the num¬ 

ber of times the sun passes over his head. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Where is Hell? 
What could we think of a God, who knows the end from the 

beginning, and who is said to be all love, that would make man 

to pass a life of misery here on earth, and then condemn his 

‘"soul” to everlasting punishment?” Yet there is not a man in 

Christendom that does not believe in the doctrine of "everlast¬ 

ing torment,” and there is not an orthodox preacher who does 

not preach it. The Catholic church dogmatically declares that 

the wicked will be tormented night and day for ever and ever, 

without ceasing, “Throughout the countless ages of eternity 

their torture will know no end.” 

Where does this torture take place? In an unknown region 

called “hell.” What does the word “hell” mean? It is an Anglo- 

Saxon word, w'hich means to cover, to conceal, to hide, It is 

closely related to the word “hole.” 

While heaven was supposed to be located above, hell was said 

to be down—down where? Down in the bowels of the earth. 

That was when the ancients believed that the earth was flat. 

Recent knowledge has shown that the world is round, that it 

turns on its axis, revolves around the sun, and floats in space. 

This has led the former believers in the existence of “hell” to 

grow somewhat skeptical, and they have been busy revising their 

opinions and theories. 

The result is, that from the Revised Version the word “hell” 

disappears excepting in two places, where it is retained for a par¬ 

ticular reason. In the R. V. it is replaced by the original words, 

which are three—(1) the Hebrew “sheol,” with its Greek equiv- 

olent “hades.” These two words are clastic and vague. They 

mean, generally, the place of the departed. Sometimes they are 

translated "pit,” sometimes “grave.” 

(2) The second word of the R. V. replacing the A. V. word 

“hell” is the word “tartarus.” This word occurs only twice—in 

the second Epistle of Peter, and the Epistle general of Jude. It 
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is the heathen word for hell, and is even less clear in meaning 

than either sheol or hades. 

(3) The last change of this character made in the R. V. is 

the word “gehenna,” This occurs twelve times in the New 

Testament, eleven of these being in the first three Gospels. 

Gehenna is really an abbreviation used for “the Vale of Hln- 

nom,”—Gc-Hinnom,. a valley that lay to the south of Jerusalem. 

The story of this place is told in 2 Chronicles, chapter 28 and 33. 

At one time the jVale of Hinnoni was a fair garden, where 

grew flowers, fruits, and vegetables. Later it became a place of 

idolatry. Children were thrown into a heated metal image and 

burned—^they “passed through the fire” (2 Chron. 28:3; 3 3: <>). 

Men thought of Ge-Hinnom with a shudder. 

When Josiah ascended the throne, he ordered the terrible 

idolatry stopped, and caused the vale to be held in horror. He 

“defiled it” by making it the great garbage-heap of Jerusalem. 

Dead bodies were consumed in the vale. Fires were kept burn¬ 

ing night and day under the immense pile. 

During the days of Christ the Vale of Hinnom was still 

used in this way. This, then, is the meaning of the word “Ge¬ 

henna,” The word stood as a symbol of utter ruin, and that is 

the manner in which Christ used it. 

So we observe that the words “sheol,” “hades,” “tartarus,” 

and “gehenna,” which lie back of the English word “hell,” are 

simply symbolical expressions, and are not intended to convey 

any information concerning punishment and torment in “the 

life beyond the grave.” And humanity is still searching for the 

“hell,” in which Christendom believes, 

Where's Hell? was asked a man one time, 
Who in a few words defined it. 
Why, that’s what you build yourself, 
But Heaven’s where you find it.—James Bryan 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 

Where is Heaven? 
A vast change is springing up in men*s minds regarding "the 

life beyond the grave.** They are asking where is located "that 

undiscovered country, from whose bourne no traveler returns.** 

As human knowledge broadens, men find confusion instead of 

solace in such statements as: 

So when this corruptible jHall have put on incorrupcion, and this mortal 

shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is 

written, Death is swallowed up in victory (1 Cor. lJs54). 

It is not long since that preachers represented heaven and hell 

as fixed states and positive places. What authority had they for 

this? Where was their heaven? and where their hell? Heaven 

was up, hell was down. Just some more of the absurd beliefs of 

the ancients, still taught in the churches and preached from the 

pulpits. 

To the ancient Greeks and Romans the blue sky was a dome, 

above which lived the gods, and on the earth below, which they 

said was flat, lived men. Ac night they could sec that the dome 

was pierced with many windows, and thru these the gods above 

watched the works of men below. 

The disciples of Christ grew up in this belief. It was a part 

of them just as fully and as completely as it was a part of the 

rest of mankind of that day in that land. So John has Christ 

saying— 

In my Father's house arc many mansions; if it were not so, I would 

have told you. I go to prepare a place for you (H;2), 

And we are told that there was also a strife among the dis¬ 

ciples, as to which of them should be accounted the greatest 

(Mark 9:34; Luke 22:24), Of course the reason was, that the 

greatest of them would abide in the greatest of the mansions "in 

my Father*s house.** So it was well worth disputing and striving 

to gain honor of such greatness. 
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Luke closes his narrative of the w^ork of Christ by observing; 

And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, 

and carried up into heaven (24:Jl). 

Mark states: 

So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 

heaven, and sat on the right hand of God (16:19). 

We believe that God is within His kingdom, for where else 

would He be? When Luke says that Christ was "carried up into 

heaven,** he seems to have forgotten his own statement of what 

Christ said as to the location of the “kingdom.** He states: 

The kingdom of God cometh not with observation; ♦ * ♦ for, behold, 

the kingdom of God is within you (Lukd 17;20>21). 

Notwithstanding this clean cut statement, religionists con¬ 

tinue to believe in heaven as a most beautiful place, lying beyond 

the grave, high up in the blue skies, and here the "soul** of man 

goes, after death, and enjoys endless happiness, provided he be¬ 

lieved in his lifetime that "Christ was the son of God.** 

But if a man does not so believe; if, on the other hand, he 

has found the truth and been freed from the bondage of sects and 

creeds, and therefore, believes that the Law of the Universe never 

was and never will be violated; if he believes that every man has 

a material father and a material mother; if he believes that God 

is the one common Father of all men and of all Creation; if he 

believes that a Christ is made by Christly living, and not by spe¬ 

cial creation—we say, if he believes these things, then religion 

classes him as a sinner, an infidel, a disbeliever in "the divine 

institution of Christianity,** and his "unbelieving soul’* must go 

and repose in the black, bottomless pit, called "hell,** and sizzle 

forever over the scorching heat of a ceaseless Arc. 

Increasing knowledge is threatening to destroy the belief in 

heaven that wc have inherited from the ancients. The supposition 

that "heaven** is somewhere beyond the stars, a golden palace on 

the convex side of the firmament, has long been exploded by the 

discoveries of Astronomy alone. The telescope has shown that 

the "blue skies,*’ above which was "the kingdom of heaven,** is 
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endless space, in which other worlds of marvelous size have been 

discovered. 

Antarcs, one of the tiny specks of light floating in this lim¬ 

itless space, is said to be larger than the great path in space fol¬ 

lowed by the Earth in its sTveep around the Sun. And the distance 

from the Earth to some of these giant ^vorlds is so vast, that 

astronomers find it impossible to handle the immense numbers 

in trying to compute this distance, and, instead, use the light-year 

as a unit of measurement—which is the distance that light trav¬ 

els in a year, or about 63,000 times the distance of the Sun from 

the Earth. Some of these planets that have been discovered, are 
thousands of times larger than our Sun, and are removed from us 

by probably millions of light-years. 

And in case we feel infinitesimally small in comparison of 

our Earth to such vastness, let us turn in the opposite direction 

and observe our giganticness by taking a peep into the tiny atom, 

which is the smallest particle of matter that we have so far been 

able to study. 

The structure of the atom, as strange as it may appear, is on 

the same plan as the structure of the Universe. The positive nu¬ 

cleus, or the center of this tiny bit of matter, resembles the Sun, 

in that around it whirls at incomprehensible speeds, the negative 

particles, the ions or electrons. And these negative particles arc, 

relatively speaking, as far from their ”suns,” in their infinitely 

small way, as we are from our Sun. 

My kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36). If it were, 

what a kingdom it would be. It would be on a par with the 

kingdom of Cyrus, Alexander, Caesar, Napoleon, the German 

Kaiser, and so on. Yet, the Christian 'world believes that the 

One who made that statement, will return to Earth, **with his 

saints,” take up the royal scepter, and "reign a thousand years” 

(Rev. 20:5), This is the belief of the millcnialists, of whom 

there are millions. 

The "kingdom of God” is not restricted to the tiny globe on 

which we live. It includes the vast space in wdiich are floating 
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planets so large that the comparison of them to our Earth sinks 

our Earth into the insignificance of a grain of sand. It includes 

space so vast that the endless flight of Time can never encompass 

it. And it includes space so small, that the microscope can not 

reveal it. 

To enter the spiritual w^orld, or "heaven” as it is called, re¬ 

quires no long journey. Man from the first, as we have seen, is 

an inhabitant of it. Wherever there are material substances, there 

likewise is the spiritual world. In other words, the material 

w'orld beheld by us is a manifestation of an invisible spiritual 

world. The visible w^orld, as we have seen in the Law of Change, 

issues from and returns to the invisible world daily and hourly. 

"Above” the Earth, and "below” it, are conditions that are 

changing every moment. 

The blue, radiant, infinite sky is the material emblem beyond 

which heaven was said to be. But we are learning that heaven 

does not lie in space, because it does not belong to space. That 

is the very letter of Scripture. "The kingdom of God is within 

you”—therefore were you carried to the most distant star, you 

should be not a step nearer the kingdom of God than at this 

moment. 

It is only the materialist who believe in a distant heaven. 

Heaven, like the atmosphere, is at once quite close and far away. 

It is as near to our "soul,” as our "soul” is to our body; and it 

is as far from our body as our body is from our "soul”—^so near 

that they intermingle, and so far apart that nothing can bridge 

the intervening chasm. 

At death, so-callcd, there is no migration of the "soul” to 

some distant shore. The road to our eternal home is simply a 

casting off of the material frame—for flesh and blood can not 
inherit it (1 Cor. 15:50). 

This explains the "born again” mystery. Verily, verily, I say 

unto thee. Except a man be born again, he can not see the king- 
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dom of God (John 3:3). And Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

He that heareth my word, and belicveth on him that sent me, 

hath (now) everlasting life, and shall not come into condemna¬ 

tion (death),' but is passed (now) from death unto life (John 

5:24). 

Not the slightest inference of a long journey to the '’heav¬ 

enly home” can be gathered from the letter or from the spirit of 

these expressions. 

What are the landscape features of that land of paradise, 

of course we can not know till it we enter; "neither hath it en¬ 

tered into the heart of man to conceive,” But the inspiration 

that promises it, says also that "the invisible things of Him are 

clearly seen by the things which are made”—signifying that the 

splendors of futurity, though in their fulness unimaginable, are 

nevertheless pictured in those of the visible realm. 

The great trouble with every man is, that he is never satisfied 

with his present state of life. He can see romance and beauty 

and pleasure only in the things that lie far removed from him. 

While on earth, he despises it, slanders it, fixes his eyes on its 

gloom, and forgets its glory. 

While here, the living should see the matchless beauty of the 

Creator’s handiwork, should belong to this life, and live in this 

life; and not neglect it, and attempt to live in the life to come. 

The only way to serve the Creator, is to obey His law, and this 

we are not doing when wc live as we see man now living. 

Anything that too powerfully attracts us away from the 

duties of the present life, can not be regarded as beneficial, and 

the Creator never intended for it to be that way. The Creator 

has sho-wn us that it is His will that wt should not do so, by 

withholding from us every clue as to the time of our departure, 

and all knowledge of our destination. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

Dust Returns to the Ground 
Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow' shall thou eat of 

it all the days of thy life; thorns and also thistles shall it bring 

forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the fields; in the 

sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 

ground; for out of it was thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto 

dust shalt thou return. (Gen. 3:17-19). 

Notwithstanding the specificness of the above statements, 

there is and has always been much and varied speculation as to 

what is here really meant, and what becomes of man after death. 

No positive, universal conclusion has been reached in regard to 

the proposition. But so far as the physical part of man is con¬ 

cerned, the question was clearly settled many centuries ago, 

The body of man w^as taken from the dust of the ground. 

That statement is not a mere figure of speech; it is an actual, 

literal fact. Every visible form or structure on earth, has been 

produced from the air, sunshine, water, and soil. Every plant, 

shrub, tree, and animal, which has been or may hereafter be, is 

only a definite form that has been constructed by Divine Life 

out of the surounding environment. There is, in fact, no ocher 

source from which these forms can come. 

But here again man is loathed to believe that w^hat befallcth 

the beasts, also befalleth men. Yet the Preacher, the son of 

David, king in Jerusalem, King Solomon in other words, declared 

that this is true. He says: 

I—For that which befallcth the sons of men befallcth beasts; 2—even 

one thing befalleth them; 3—as the one dieth, so dieth the other; 4—yea, 

they have all one breath; 5—so that a man hath no preeminence above a 

be.ist (in death); 6—all go unto one place; 7—all are of the dust; 8—and all 

turn CO dust again (Ecc. 3:19-20). 

He then challenged any one to show' him wherein he w'as 

wrong. He asks; 

1—Who knoweth the spirit of man that gocth upward; 2—and the 

spirit of the beast that goech downward to the earth? 
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’*All life is an expression of the Divine Life,*' says the Orien¬ 

tal sage. The expression of that may be thru plant, animal or 

man, yet it is the expression of the Divine Life thru a form com¬ 

posed of the dust of the ground. 

Divine Life, guided by Infinite Intelligence, brings together 

into definite relationship, from the air, sunshine, water, and 

soil, certain elements or materials, constructs these into various 

forms, thru which Divine Life operates in the performance of 

specific purposes. This fact w'as known to Moses, 

The material form of man depends for its organized and 

animated existence upon Divine Life flowing thru it. This state 

continues as long as Divine Life can control the material form, 

and ends when that control is lost. However, it is not exactly 

correct to state that Divine Life loses control of matter, for 

matter is always under control. But w^hen the organized body 

becomes so abnormal that it docs not comply with the law which 

governs the operation of Divine Life in and thru it, Divine Life 

withdraws from the body, and the body lapses back into the 

motionless state, called death. 

When the death penalty was passed upon man, it affected the 

whole man and not part of him. But it affected only the ma¬ 

terial part and not the spiritual part, for the spiritual part is 

the Divine Life. Man was made of material substance. All these 

is to man is of the earth, earthy. He is a material form that re¬ 

ceives an influx of life from the Divine Life and it is the material 
form only that returns to the ground. 

When the Divine Life withdraws from the material body, all 

function at once comes to an end, for the function of the body 

and all its parts arises as a result of the Divine Life flowing in and 

thru the body, just as the function of a steam engine depends 

upon the steam flowing thru it. 

At this point science again makes a terrible error. The find¬ 

ings of all biologists and physiologists arc based upon the assump¬ 

tion that life is inherent in animal bodies. They believe that a 

body functions because it functions, and that this function 
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arises from certain chemical actions and reactions occurring in 

the body. Whereas, the body functions because it is enlivened 

and quickened with the Divine Life. 

Since the material form of man depends absolutely for its 

organized existence upon Divine Life, when Divine Life de¬ 

parts from the material form, the process of disintegration in¬ 

stantly begins, and, by virtue of the work of certain animated 

forms, termed bacteria or germs, placed on earth for a particular 

purpose, and never varying in the least from that path, the ma¬ 

terial form is soon dissolved back into the unorganized state, 

and there comes to pass the saying that is written: 

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was (Ecc. 12:7). 

As Grindon so beautifully puts it: 

“Life winds its little circles, hour by hour, day by day, year by year, 

faithfully concluding every ring before another is begun, but never failing 

to commence afresh where it left otf, and so goes on everlastingly, ring rising 

upon ring, every circle covering and reiterating its predecessors, on a higher 

level, nearer and nearer to the heavens. The material body drops away, like 

dead leaves, but Life goes on, in beautiful and ceaseless aspiration.*' 

Fichte observes: 

All death in nature is life, and in death appears visibly the advance¬ 

ment of life. It is not death which kills, but the higher life, which, con¬ 

cealed behind the other, begins to develop itself. Death and birth are but 

the struggle of Life with itself to attain a higher form” (Destination of 
Man, p. 127). 

Technically speaking, even the motionless form of clay, after 

the departure of the Life Principle, is not absolutely dead, for 
Grindon writes: 

"* * Every atom of the constituent matter of our globe is alive. 

Inanimate matter, dead matter,’ often vaguely spoken of, matter waiting 

for the breath of Dicty to give it life, docs not exist. Matter is not a hearth 

existing antenonly to life, and independently of life, and upon which the 

flame of life is sometimes kindled. In its very simplest and crudest forms ic 
is a sign that the flame is already burning." 

The body, therefore, is not absolutely dead, but relatively so. 

It is true that it dissolves and returns to dust, as we arc told, 

just as all material forms have done since the world began. But 
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it docs not pass from the plane of use, any more than docs the 

material form of a horse or a hog. Why should it? Is man not 

born like a wild ass‘s colt (Job 11:12)? 

The dissolved material form of man, being returned to its 

original inorganic elements, is utilized again in the evolution 

of other forms; for it becomes the fertile soil, as it was before, 

out of which come forth again plants, shrubs, trees, animals, 

and men, just as has been taking place from the first. 

The poets have sung this song for numberless generations, 

and come close to the truth, yet without a single thought, per¬ 

haps, of the fact. This is well illustrated in the philosophical 

lines of Pope, who wrote: 

Anti life dissolving, vegetates again; 

All forms that perish other forms supply— 

showing how truly— 

States fall, Arts fade, but Nature does not diel 

and vividly protraying that— 

All arc but parts of one stupendous whole, 

Whose body Nature is, and God the soul. 

But Pope fell into the same error that has always beset the 

leaders of men. He believed that it was **life” which dissolved 

and vegetated again. This is only a half-truth; and it is these 

half-truths w'hich appear so plausible, which have led the best 

men astray, and which have done most of the damage that has 

been inflicted upon the race. It is the material form only that 

dissolves, and returns to dust. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Spirit Returns to the Creator 
God is a Spirit (John 4:24), That which is born of the 

Spirit, is spirit (John 3:6). We dwell in Him, and He in us, 

because He hath given us of His Spirit (1 John 4:13). In that 

day ye shall know that ye are in Me, and I in you (John 14:20). 
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The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearcst the 

sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 

it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit (John 3:8). 

And it is written that. Except a man be born of the 

Spirit, he can not enter the kingdom of God (John 3:5). Again, 

It is the spirit that quickencth; the flesh profiteth nothing (John 

6:63). 

Putting these statements together, we observe that man is 

told over and over again, that what appears to be his life is 

really The Great Spirit expressing itself on the visible plane. 

For it is The Spirit that animates the flesh, while the flesh profits 

nothing. 

By this we know that what appears to be the life of man, 

is born of the Spirit; and being born of the Spirit, the spiritual- 

part, the living-part, of man, which is Life, is capable of entering 

“the kingdom of God,” while the material-part of man, the 

earthy-part, the dead-part, “profiteths nothing,” but at death, 

as we by habit call that state, the material-part returns to the 

material (earth) as it was. 

However, it would not be very conducive to the interest of 

the church to explain so clearly and simply these apparently 

great mysteries. For we must not forget that the church has 

worldly interests to protect as well as other commercial institu¬ 

tions. For this reason it has clothed religion with as much twad¬ 

dle and bunk as medicine was wrapped around the subject of dis¬ 

ease—and for the same purpose. 

The origin of the false idea of the so-called soul*s sinking 

into a state of torpor after what we call death, is easily accounted 

for. Like all other falsities in psychology and theology, it comes 

of false physiology, and is directly traceable to the materialistic 

theory that Life is the fumes (flame) generated by decaying mat¬ 

ter. This preposterous thought regards the body as a lamp which 

gives off a flame, and when the body ceases to function, the flame 

dies and disappears. 
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Based on this theory, we have Life arising as a mere func¬ 
tion of the body, the corollary of which is, that there is no visi¬ 
ble organization but that of matter, therefore, matter is essential 
to Life, and thus when the body ceases to function, in the state 
we call death, theology teaches that the so-called soul collapses 
into an insensate, motionless, incompetent nothing, so to remain 
till re-clothed with *'flcsh and blood’" at the '*great judgment 
day.*" Such teaching may save the church, but it will never 
save humanity. 

Man is believed to be a living, thinking, acting creature. And 
so he is, but not of himself, not of his material body. He is a liv¬ 
ing, thinking, acting being because of his Spiritual Body, about 
which the poets of all ages have sung such sweet songs. From 
the first moment of. his existence, he is, as we are taught in the 
Scriptures, an inliabitant of the natural (material-visible-tempor¬ 
al) world, and just as truly of the Spiritual (invisible-eternal) 
World. Nothing could be plainer than the various unequivocal, 
uncontradictory statements made as to this. 

Materialists hold that the brain produces life, as the liver 
produces bile and as the stomach produces gastric juice. But if 
Life is the product of matter, how came Life into existence, when 
matter was motionless, and therefore helpless to produce any¬ 
thing? Life is the cause of organization; Life constructs organized 
forms; Life transcends organized forms; Life precedes organized 
forms. And Life survives the destruction of organized forms, 
since the existence of Life is in no way dependent on organized 
forms. It existed before organized forms came into being; and 
it continues after they pass on and return to dust. 

If Life were but the activity of the body, simply a "mode of 
motion,** transformed from other motions or forces, and all of 
man’s thoughts and feelings were but new forms of the "con¬ 
tinuous adjustment of internal relations to external relations,” 
then when the motion of the "first man,** which "is of the earth, 
earthy,” came to an end, the end of the "second man,” which 
"is the Lord from heaven,” would also be at hand. But we ob¬ 
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serve that Life is not part of the body, but distinct from it. 
Life constructs the organized form, but is different from it. 

Neither do the wear and tear of the body affect its Builder 
any more than the wear and tear of the violin affect the per¬ 
former. It simply affects the work done. When the violin finally 
gives way and falls apart, its destruction does not produce the de¬ 
struction of the performer. The performer does not die because 
the violin dies. When the body disintegrates and returns to dust, 
that condition has no more effect on the Mysterious Builder, than 
docs the death of the violin have on the performer. 

In chapter ten we saw the Spiritual and the Material unite 
to form what we called a "new person.*’ From the "clear field,** 
we beheld the granules begin to appear, and, lo, the granules 
acted in conformity with the "law of a new energy.” The "new 
energy” was the Spiritual Man—the Potter. The granules were 
the material man—the Clay. 

The ' hiew energy** forms or builds the "new person” of par¬ 
ticles taken from the material world, the storehouse of Nature, 
and maintains the "new person” throughout life to the instant 
of death. It builds the invisible speck into a HO-pound man; 
and it departs from the "new person” when conditions become 
such that it can remain in the "new person” no longer. 

Where does the "new energy,” the Divine Life, go when it 
departs from the material form? That question was answ^ered 
almost three thousand years ago, as follows: 

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall re¬ 

turn unto God who gave it (Ecc. 12:7), 

And nothing herein can be construed as contradictory in the 
least to that statement. 

When Life leaves the body, it returns to the same place that 
it came from? Where did it come from? From nowhere, be¬ 
cause it is ever^'^where—omnipresent. If Life is omnipresent, if 
Life is everywhere always and at the same time, why shall w^e 
say that it comes and goes? The expression of Life comes and 
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goes as the forms thru which the expression occurs ''live and die.” 

But Life can not come and go when it has no place to come 

from and no place to go to. We simply think that it comes 

and goes, Just as we think that the Sun rises and sets. As a man 

thinkcth in his heart, so is he. Our thoughts make us, but they 

do not make true the things about which we think. 

Furthermore, why shall we think that Divine Life undergoes 

any change in status or station, because it builds a tiny speck of 

colorless colloid into a full-grown man, animates and maintains 

the form for a time, then departs from that form? Why shall 

we think that Life must go somewhere, to some mysterious, far¬ 

away, unknown place, to some high heaven or lowly hell, be¬ 

cause it abides in and animates our body for a number of years? 

Why, we so think because it is the absurd teaching of an 

idolatrous religion. This is the theory taught by a religion, the 

roots of which run back and draw nourishment from the morbid 

mind that murdered men who did not believe in it, and defied it. 

Can good come from such religion? Can truth come from error? 

Can the leopard change its spots? Can a clean thing come out 

of an unclean (Job 14:4)? 

At no time throughout man’s living existence, is there the 

slightest change in the relationship between the "new energy” 

and the "new person.” From the first signs of life in the moth¬ 

er’s womb to the instant of death, the relationship existing be¬ 

tween the "new energy” and the "new person,” between the 

Spiritual Man and the Physical Man, between Divine Life and 

Matter, is exactly and precisely the same. This fact is so clear 

that the Master was much perplexed when, upon His explaining 

it, His disciples failed to comprehend it. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 

The World of the Dead 
Is there a world of the dead? There is to us, if we so believe. 

There is nothing good or bad, but thinking makes it (seem) so 

(Shakespeare). There is nothing living or dead, but thinking 

makes it seem so. And as a man thinkcth in his heart, so is he. 

There are millions now living that shall never sec death. And 

whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die, Verily, 

verily, I say unto you. He that believeth on me hath (now) 

everlasting life. Verily, verily, I say unto you. If a man keep my 

saying, he shall never see death. Verily, verily, I say unto you. 

He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 

hath (now) everlasting life, and shall not come into condemna¬ 

tion (death); but is passed (now) from death fcondemnation) 

unto life (John 5;24, and 6:47; and 8;51; and 11:26). 

No statements could be more broad and comprehensive than 

these. And the tense is present—man hath now everlasting life, 

if he heareth my word, and believeth that he is, because the 

Father is. If a man believeth that he liveth because the Great 

Spirit quickens his flesh, such man hath (now) everlasting life. 

What is death? What do we mean when we speak of a man’s 

being dead? We generally understand that he has "lost his life.” 
But did he have a "life” to lose? Is it not a case of false belief? 

He thought he had a "life” to lose, and lost what he thought he 

had. And he thought he had a "life” because he did not under¬ 

stand the teaching of Christ, and therefore knew not what 
"life” is. 

What is death? That depends upon what Life is. Paul says 

that to be car-nally minded is death.” To be carnally minded 

means to be limited in one’s understanding of Life. If wc believe 

that a man is dead when all functions of the body stop, we are 

carnally minded^ and, to us, such man is dead. But this is a 

delusion. Wc think he is dead because we do not know w'hat 

Life is, and our thinking makes it seem so to us. 
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Let us consider the subject from another angle. What is 

darkness? Is it anything in itself? Is there any darkness to the 

bat, the cat, the rabbit, or the owl? Since these creatures can 

sec as well or better at night than we can in daytime, how then 

can we claim that there is darkness? 

To a blind-man there is no light. To him there is nothing 

but darkness. To us there is darkness only at night; and to 

the owl there is never any darkness. Thus we observe that the 

condition of darkness, so-called, does not exist except in the 

mind. There is really no darkness. 

In the vast depths of the sea, fishes are that have no eyes. 

To them there is only darkness. Suppose that we should find 

ourselves in a world of human beings that had no eyes. We could 

talk for ages to these sightless people about the wonders of the 

world of vision, but they would never understand the meaning 

of a single word we spoke. To these people of darkness there is 

no beauty of sea and sky, no forms of clouds and mountains, no 

colors of purple and gold, no features and gestures of friends and 

relatives. 

Suppose that to these folks we should describe the beauties 

and wonders of what we saw. What would they think of our 

statements? They could not understand us; they would not be¬ 

lieve in us. To them there is no world of vision, and to them 

our words have no meaning. 

This is an hard saying; who can hear it (John 6i60)} we 

fancy we could hear them say. And they would murmur at it, 

and we would ask, Doth this offend you (John 6:61)? Because 

I tell you the truth, ye believe me not (John 8:4T). And we 

would not be surprised if they went back, and walked no more 

with us (John 6:66). 

If a man is deaf, to him there is no world of sound. We 

could talk to him of the charm of music, the rhythm of the 

babbling brook, the song of the mocking-bird, but he could not 
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comprehend the meaning of our words, for he could not even 

hear our words. He is dead so far as the world of sound is con¬ 

cerned. Likewise to the blind, there is no world of vision. They 

are also dead so far as the world of vision is concerned. 

Those w^ho are carnally minded are dead so far as the World 

of Life, the Spiritual World, is concerned. When Christ dis¬ 

coursed on the Spiritual World, when he spoke to the carnally 

minded multitude the marvelous words of “spirit and of life,** 

they could not understand. They knew nothing about Life; they 

were dead so far as the World of Life was concerned. They 

thought they were life, that beyond their own body their life 

did not extend; and so the Master’s words found no responsive 

chord in their material hearts. They could not comprehend the 

meaning of his words when he said, He that heareth my word 

hath everlasting life—he is passed out of death into life—here 

and now. 

Even then they were dead, and knew it not. Whereas, by 

understanding his word, they would have passed from death into 

life, there atid then. 

Death is the king of terrors. It is a word that seems to define 

a condition which all men dread to meet. But when rightly 

viewed, the word grows exceedingly weak; it loses its force, and 

vanishes into nothing before truth, just as darkness disappears 

before a clear understanding. 

If we desire to rise above “the world of the dead,” we must 

become spiritually minded; and when we rise to that plane of 

understanding, all mystery vanishes, and we come into the light 

of truth. 

Twenty-five hundred years ago, in Athens, the greatest 

teacher of his day was waiting for the hour of sunset. At the 

moment when the sun seemed to touch the horizon, he was con¬ 

demned to drain the cup of hemlock and then lie down to die. 

His disciples gathered around him for a final conversation. They 
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asked him where he wished to be buried. And the martyr made 

answer in words that have become immortal; 

“You may bury me—if you can catch mc.“ 

Such arc they that are born of the spirit. Thou canst not 

tell whence it cometh and whither it gocth. This is the quality 

of Life. Search for it not; neither believe that you are Life. 

When Socrates spoke thus to his troubled disciples, he spake 

not only for himself, but for all humanity. He voiced the uni¬ 

versal instinct that is found in every breast. Man does not die 

—he goes. 

There can be no death unless there be something to die. The 

material body is not alive, so it can not die. And since there is 

only One Life, and that is Divine Life, and since Divine Life is 

eternal and everlasting, without beginning and w'ithout end, 

how can what we call **dcath** have existence, except in the im¬ 

agination? 

The world of darkness exists only in fancy to the blind. 

The world of the dead exists only in fancy to the carnally 

minded. The carnally minded think there is a world of the liv¬ 

ing, and also a world of the dead—and it is their thinking only 

that makes it seem so. Beyond the limits of their thoughts and 

imagination, there are no such worlds, states, or conditions. 

CHAPTER XL. 

This is Life Eternal 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 

he can not sec the kingdom of God (John 3;3). For flesh and 

blood can not inherit it (1 Cor. 11:50). 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit (John 3:6). 

There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 

That was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; 

and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the 
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earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven (1 Cor. 

15:44-46-47). 

Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The 

wind blowcth where it listeth, and thou hearcst the sound there¬ 

of, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 

so is every one that is born of the Spirit (John 3:7-8). 

We observe that a man is born twice; of the flesh, and of the 

spirit; and that when man is born of the spirit it is called the 

second birth—the ’’born again” proposition which gives much 

mystery to material religion. And we observe that the second 

birth, the spiritual birth, is "the Lord from Heaven." 

He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the 

earth is earthy, and speaketh of the earth (John 3:31). The ma¬ 

terial religionist speaks in material terms, and is of the earth, 

earthy; and therefore knows nothing of the spiritual part of 

him, that comes from above. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that heareth my word, and 

believeth on him that sent me, hath (now) everlasting life, * ♦ ♦ 
and is passed (now) from death unto life. Verily, verily, I say 

unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 

hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live 
(John 5:24-25). 

The dead arc they that are lost; and they that are lost arc 

they that think they are life, and that they have life in them¬ 

selves. But they are dead; for they have no life; they are of the 

earth, earthy; they are born of the flesh and are flesh. But they 

know not that they are born of the spirit, and therefore the 

belief that the Father alone hath life in Himself is not in them 

(John 5:26). 

Life is not an observed reality; it is an invisible potency, 

comprehended in the mind of him only that lives by faith. The 

source of Life is the Creator, the common Father, not only of 

man, but of all creation. He is the Father that hath life in 
Himself. 
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Life is a Force of Infinite Intelligence, so far as we can know, 

which operates in and thru the material body in the perfornnance 

of certain work. Life is not function, process, nor product; it is 

the CAUSE of all these. Life is not the product of earth, air, 

and water. These are the materials out of which Life constructs 

visible forms, under the directing Law of the Universe. 

Man is not life; man is not alive. His living existence is 

nothing more nor less than the result of Divine Life flowing 

thru his body. All the functions and processes of his body, re* 

gardless of what they may be, or of what biologists and physiolo¬ 

gists say of them, are produced by Divine Life;, for apart from 

Divine Life, the body is dead—is a motionless mass of clay. 

Mind is one phase of the function of the body produced by 

Divine Life. And it is the primary one, since thru the mind only 

can man conceive of his relationship to his Creator, his Father. 

As false belief and false teaching led him astray, he failed to un¬ 

derstand the messages transmitted to him by Divine Life thru 

his mind, and he believed that he was life, and became lost. 

When men rise up, cast off false belief and false teaching, 

rend the veil that hides the light, and discover their relationship 

to the Father, and teach that doctrine to a lost world, they are 

promptly burned and crucified. For to know the truth is to be 

set free from the galling yoke of sects, creeds, and chains, and 

this course is dangerous for religions, rulers and leaders (John 

8:32). 

If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him. * 

And Caiaphas, the high priest, said unto them, Ye know nothing 

at all, nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man 

should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not 

(John 1 1:48-49-5 0). And so men continue to remain lost in 

their false thoughts and teachings, and to wander in the dark¬ 

ness of superstition and ignorance. 

Since Life is not in nor from Nature, then Life can not be 

temporal, for temporal things are such as are proper to Nature. 

THE DIVINE LIFE 165 

From this we know that Life is eternal, for the Creator alone 

is Life, and so Life is without limit and without end. 

Nothing can proceed from any one except what is in him. 

Since the Creator is Infinite and Eternal, these qualities only can 

come from Him. The Infinite can not proceed from the Finite; 

yet the Infinite appears to proceed from the Finite; but this is 

from appearance only. For the Infinite proceeds thru the Finite, 

and not from the Finite. 

Eternity inheres in the so-called soul of man, by virtue of 
the '*Breath of Life” that man, received in the beginning, when 

he was born of The Spirit. Thru The Spirit man was to know 

Him, the Father, for— 

THIS IS LIFE ETERNAL, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW 

THEE THE ONLY TRUE GOD (John 17:3). 

Death is not a reality, but a belief. And the belief that man 

dies is based on a false conception of what Life is. Man is not 

Life, therefore man can not die, since man never lived. 

When Life leaves the body, the body loses all appearance of 

being alive, and by habit based on false belief, wc say that such 

a body is dead. The truth is, the body never lived—-it was only 

quickened by the spirit; the flesh profited nothing. The flesh 

never lived, therefore the flesh never died. 

A man appears to die when the Spiritual Man departs from 

the material man. This is not death except in the imagination 

of him only who thinks that he is Life, and that Life dies. He 

who has found the Father, knows that Life is Spirit, and that 

Spirit is the only true God, and knowing this, likewise knows 

that he can not die. Therefore— 

Whosoever liveth and belicveth in me shall never die. And he that bc- 

lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live (John 11:2 5-26). 

Just what meaning do these words convey.^ Christ teaches 

the relationship between God and man from the first. And the 

fundamental fact taught in Genesis is, that Life is God and that 

God is Life. Christ, seeing that the world did not understand, 
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endeavored to impress that truth upon man in this remarkable 

statement: 

God is a Spirit (John 4:24). It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 

profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 

arc life (John 

And again he says: 

I live by the Father (John 6:57). 

Christ not only knew what Life is, but by these words he 

declared that his material form, like that of everything that 

liveth, was quickened by the spirit, and had no life in itself. 

He declared that he lived because there flowed thru his body, the 

Life of the one common Father of all living things. 

But how was he to get this truth through the steel armor of 

false belief and false teaching that still encompasses the mind 

of man? He tried it in many ways, and by many proverbs, para¬ 

bles, allegories, and symbols. He implored men to believe in him, 

in his word, in his teaching. He says: 

Except yc cat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 

no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 

life (now); and I will raise him up at the last day (the day he thinks he 

dies) John 6:53-54). 

And again: 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never 

sec death (John 8:51). 

What are his sayings? That there is only one true God, that 

God is a Spirit, that the Spirit quickeneth the body, and that 

to know this is here and now LIFE ETERNAL, That is the 

flesh he wants men to cat, and the blood he urges them to drink, 

and the word he implores them to believe when he declares: 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that bclieveth on me hath (now) 

everlasting life (John 6:47). 

For he that believeth, while he liveth, that his body is not 

alive, but is quickened by the Great Spirit, and believeth that 

all the power his body expresses is the effect of the Great Spirit 

flowing in and thru it, knows that his apparent life, which is 
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the Great Spirit, can not die, and, consequently, though his body 

be dead, yet he lives and knows that he lives. But this can be 

understood only by those men of broad minds who can grasp 

the final analysis of what Life is. 

Why is a definite statement made here as to THE ONLY 

TRUE GOD? We must recollect that the ancients had many 

and various gods. That is why a specific distinction is made in 

the phrase, THE ONLY TRUE GOD. There is only one TRUE 

GOD, and if we knew THE ONLY TRUE GOD, by reason 

of that fact alone we know what Life is—for THE ONLY 

TRUE GOD is all Life, and all Life is THE ONLY TRUE 

GOD. 

Hence, to know that God is Life, is to know that Life is God, 

and by this knowledge we know THE ONLY TRUE GOD. And 

to know THE ONLY TRUE GOD is to know that Life, which 

animates our material form, is LIFE ETERNAL. 

This is the whole sum and substance of the teachings of 

Christ. Not once did He mean to convey any information that 

could be construed as relating to material things. When He 

spoke, it was of the Spiritual, which He was forced to describe 

and define in material terms. Nevertheless, 

The words that I speak unto you, they arc spirit and they arc life. 

And verily, verily, I say unto you. If a man keep my sayings, he shall never 

see death (John 6:63; 8:51). 

Man’s Life IS eternal; not TO BE eternal. The dust returns 

to the earth as it was; but the Spirit (God-Life-Soul) returns to 

the Source whence it came. Life runs into eternity, partitioned 

from it only by a thin, dissolving veil of flesh (dust), construct¬ 

ed from the material world. Time is simply that part of Eternity 

in which Life operates thru the material form. 

Life is simply one phase of the everlasting and eternal I AM; 

and those who understand the teaching of Jesus, also understand 

this, and, as He so often said, will never see death. For death 

is but a belief, an illusion known to those only who hearing can 
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not understand. Those who can not understand will sec death 

only because they so belieTe. They will die in the thought that 

Life can die. As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. It is our 

thought* that rule us. We die because we think we die, and not 

because we die. 

Man does not live as a material being, die as a material be¬ 

ing, and come to life again as a spiritual being. He is the image 

of the Creator, not in matter, but in Spirit. What we call life 

is the Living Spirit, expressing thru matter (man) the VISIBLE 

PRESENCE OF THE GREAT I AM. Here is the Living God, 

abiding in His Kingdom, located within the Temple, which Tem¬ 

ple ye are! 

P 

The big question of the ages is, 'If a man die, shall he live again” 

(Job 14:14). 

THERE IS NO DEATH declared the Ancient Masters five thousands 

years ago. We are deceived by our sight. "There is no Death! What seems 

so is transition. This life of Mortal Breath is but a suburb of the Life Elysian, 

whose portal we call Death.”— Longfellow, 
In The Souh Secret Prof. Horema unfolds the Cosmic Cycle of Eternal 

Life, taught by the Masters five thousand years ago as stated, and was common 

knowledge until the 4ch Century A.D., when a terrible event occurred that 

changed the history of all countries controlled by the Roman Empire, blotting 

out Ancient Wisdom and plunging Europe into a pit of darkness that lasted for 

more than a thousand years, as explained in The SouVs Secret, 

The World Within reverts to the Ancient Wisdom which taught the 

Kingdom of Life is within (Lu. 17:21). Lost is he w'ho looks without for 

substance with which to improve the Kingdom of Life Within. This makes 

w'orthless the institution of medical art. All creatures below man have no use 

for its products, and as they are ruled by the same law that governs man, it is 

logical that he also has no use for them. 

The Last book of the Bible deals allegorically with the Kingdom of Life 

Within. The Book With Seven Seals (Rev. 5) is man’s body. Its Seven Vital 

Control Centers arc called Seals because in the average individual they are in a 

semi-dormant state, which reduces Consciousness to a very low level. 

These Control Centers were called Chakras by the Hindu Masters, and arc 

located in the body as shown in the picture here. They are numbered from the 

bottom up, the 6th and 7th being located in the brain. 

Here the Masters are presenting certain functions of the organism relative 

to its Creative Power. They discovered that when this Power is diverted from 

its procreative function, it produces amazing effects that are highly beneficial to 

the organism, and, when controlled and guided, activates the Seven Centers 

mentioned, resulting in a surprising increase in Consciousness that makes such 

man a Seer. 

That is the reason why the Masters guarded this discovery with such great 

care, imparting the secret only to the Neophyte in the Ritual of Initiation in 

the Ancient Mysteries. That is the story allegorically related in Revelation. We 

shall notice some of it: —"And I saw heaven (sky) opened, and Behold! a 

white horse (appeared); and he that sat upon him was called Believable and 

True, and with justice he judges and gives battle. His eyes were as a Flame 

of Fire, and on his head were many diadems; and (on his forehead) he had 

written a name that no man knew save himself. And he was clothed with a 

vesture dipped in blood; and his name is called the SON OF LIGHT. " — Rev. 

19:11-13. 



The Hero on the white horse is the Initiate. He is now the Conqiierer 

who, by indomitable will, has finished the telestic work of Initiation in the 

Ancient Mysteries, and is no longer the common Man of Darkness, On his head 

was placed the Triple Crown to indicate his status as an Initiate, he was clad 

in a garment dyed red, and called Son of Light. 

Revelation is one of the most stupendous allegories ever written. It is 

the story of the sensations of the Neophyte as he passed thru the Ritual of 

Initiation in the Ancient Mysteries. The rale is told in terms of creative 

phenomena. The Hero is the Sun, the Heroine the Moon, and all other 

characters arc Planers, Stars, and Constellations. Its sragC'Setting comprises 

Sky, Earth, Rivers and Sea. It elucidates its subject with the glare of lightning, 

proclaims it with the roll of thunder, emphasizes it with the shock of the 

earthquake, and reiterates it with the Ocean’s voice, the ceaseless murmur of 

its "many waters." Ever it maintains this cosmic terminology, this vast phrasing 

of CREATION. In the first chorus of Constellations w^hich encircle the throne 

of the Sun-God, the starry hosts praise him as the Creator of the Universe. But 

when the drama has been enacted, that Universe has perished, "the first sky 

and the first earth were passed away, and the sea exists no more.” Then from 

his throne the Sun-God announces "Behold! I make ail things new." 

THIS IS REGENERATION. This Apocalyptic Universe is Man, the 

Lesser Cosmos, of whom the Sun-God is really the Architect and Builder, and 

W'hom the Moon and all the Stars of the Sky have helped to mold and make. 

For in every man, however fallen and degraded, are presented all the 

forces, both cosmic and deific, that brought him into existence and nurtured 

him thruout the vast cycles of generation, while his Conscience has taught 

him the lessons of the Good and True, and the Power of Darkness has held 

before him the degrading lessons of the Evil and False. These same Co.smic 

Forces of the Great Creative Principle but await the time when the resurgent 

Divine Life again stirs within him, and then, disintegrating the elements com¬ 

posing the carnal man, they begin a new evolution, the work of perfectionizing 

this Child of the aeons, wdiom "the Scorpion-monster of Darkness" can drag 

down till he is lower than the beast, but whom the Creative Principle, the 

Eagle of Light, can exalt high above the Earth. 
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show how the higher faculties of Mind and Soul may be aroused and activated, thus 
enabling the body, through which the Real Man contacts the physical plane, to express 
the highest impulses and the noblest characteristics. If you arc seeking the highest 
spheres of mental, physical, and spiritual existence, you should find in these lessons the 
help and guidance you need. 

THE BREATH OF LIFE AND THE FLAME DIVINE 
Hilton Hotema 1957 The ancient fire philosophers taught the secret of the Flame 
Divine and knew the meaning of the Spark of Life. After fifty years of diligent re¬ 
search, Professor Hotema has dug from ancient ruins some fragments of ancient scrip¬ 
tures dealing with a marvelous secret of the Macrocosm. Included within this manu¬ 
script are discourses on Tlic Flame Divine, Breath of Life, Union of the Astral and the 
Physical, as well as The Art of Breathing - Aid to Health by Gertrude Martin. 

COSMIC CREATION 
Hilton Hotema 1956 Content: Creative Processes; Duality & Polarity; Polarity; 
Creative Cycle; Cosmic Intelligence; Eternal Know'ledge; Modern Science; Spiritual 
Realm, Constitution of the Body; Birth & Death; 'fhe Bible. 

COSMIC SCIENCE OF THE ANCIENT MASTERS 
Hilton Hotema 1969 Second Edition. If a man die, shall he live again? Is 
reincarnation a fact? The sublime truths of the Universe. Tnc Mysteries of Nature, of 
Man; The Grand Cycle of Creation; Conscious & Subconscious Mind; Intuition: Im¬ 
mortality; Dormant Organs: The Mysterious Chambers in the Skull. Highly illustrated 
with rare occult illustrations 


