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S l ' U C l A L  N O T I C K S .

I t  Is e v i d e n t  t l i a t  tlio 'J' lIi.4».sui'ji j*4T will o i l e r  t o  ndvurti.iurfl tmu.stial a»l- 
vantage* iu c i r c u l a t i o n .  W o  h a v e  a l r e a d y  .s ubsc r iber*  in e v e r y  p a i l  of 
Ind ia , iu C ey lo n ,  l l u r m a h ,  a n d  uu  t h e  l ' u r s i a u  ( i u l f .  O n r  p a p e r  a l v i  goo.** 
to ( t r e a t  J l r i t a iu ,  F i a n c e ,  ( J o r m a n y ,  H u n g a r y ,  ( t r e e e o ,  llunsia.  Coh.-danti* 
i»<>I»Io, K ^ y p t ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  a m i  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  T h e  fo l l o w in g  v e r y
m o d e r a te  r a t e *  l iave  l>een a d o p t e d  ;

Al>\ WtTlSING llATKS.

F i r* t  i n s e r t i o n .............10 Hues  a u d  u u d c r ................1 Ku|h:u.
F o r  e a c h  a d d i t i o n a l  l i n e ................................................... I  A n n a .

S p a c e  ii  c h a r g e d  fo r  a t  t h e  r a t e  of  1 -  l ine s  t o  t h e  inch ,  S p c c i a l  a r ran g e *  
luent*  ca n  b e  m a u e  fo r  l a r ^ e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  a n d  f o r  l o n g e r  a n d  f ixed 
per iods .  F u r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a m i  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  a p p l y  to

M i .'jsns. C O O l ’K U  & Co.,

A d v e r t i s i n g  A y e n t s ,  l>ool»neUers n n d  P u b l i s h e r s ,  J l u i d u w  s t r e e t ,  F o r t ,  
D o m b ay ,

T o  S C i i S C K I D K I i S .

T h e  S u b s c r ip t i o n  p r ic e  a t  n h i e l i  t l io  T i fC o So l 'i u sT  i.s p u b l i ' h e d  b a r e l y  
cover.-* co.-»t -tin: d e d i ' u  in e s lu b lU h i i i j '  t h e  j o u r n a l  h a v i n g  b e e n  r a t h e r  
to  r eac h  a  v e r y  u ido  c i rc le  of r e a d e r s ,  t h a u  t o  n i a k o . a  p r o h t .  W e  c a n n o t  
a l b u d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  >cnd  .s pecimen co p ie s  f ree ,  n o r  t o  .supply l i b i a r i e - ,  Ml­
a d i c s ,  o r  indiv idua l '* t f i a tu i to u - J y .  F o r  t b e  *an ie rea>ou we a r e  o b l ig e d  
to a d o p t  t h e  p la n ,  now  u n iv e r s a l  in A m e r i c a ,  o f  re*|tiii i n ^  ««ib>criber-* to  
pay  iu a d v a n c e ,  a n d  o f  a l o p p i n ; ' t h e  p a p e r  a t  t h e  e n d  ot t h e  l e i m  p a i d  fo r .  
.Many yea r*  o t  p r a c t ic a l  e x p e r i e n c e  lias c o n v i n c e d  W e s t e r n  p u b l i s h e r  ■> tb . i t  
th is  > s? tem  of  c a d i  p a y m e n t  is t h e  b u s t  a n d  m o a t  > a t id a c  toi y  t o  Ifoth 
p a r t i e s  ; a n d  all r e s p e c t a b l e  j o u r n a l*  a r e  n o w  C o n d u c te d  ou  th i s  p lan .

^ u l - 'c i  il-ei s w id l i n g  a  p r i n t e d  r e c e i p t  f o r  t h e i r  r e m i t t a u c c '  m u s t  hend  
s t a m p s  for  r e t u r n  p o ^ t a ^ e .  O th e r w i s e ,  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  will b e  in a d o  
t h r o u g h  t h e  jo u r n a l .

T h e  T i ik o s o p i i i& t  will a p p e a r  cavh  m o n t h .  T h e  rate.-', fo r  tw e l v e  n u m ­
bers  of  n u t  lcfc4 t h a n  IU c o lu m n s  Koyul l t o  e a c h ,  o f  r ea« l iu ^  m a t t e r ,  o r  
■JbO c o l u m n s  iu a ll ,  a r e  a* lollow.s : T o  S u b s c r i b e r s  in a n y  p u r l  ol In d ia ,
U.s. Ii p e r  (tnnuni ; in C ey lo n ,  Ks. 7 ; in t h e  S t r a i t s  S e t l lem en l . ' t ,  C h in a ,  J a p a n ,  
a n d  A u s t r a l i a ,  lid. S ; iu A f r ica ,  K u ro p e ,  a u d  t h e  U n i t e d  a i a lc * ,  C 1. H a l f  
y e a r  ( I n d i a )  IU .  I ;  S in g le  c o p ie s  a n n a s  12. i l c n i i t t a u c c s  in po s ta l  s t a m p  
luu.-'t be  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  a n n a s  1/ to t h e  IJupeo  to  c o v e r  d i s r o n n t .  'I 'hc a l 'o v e  
r a t e s  i n c lu d e  p o ^ tay e .  -Vo M*»«t «r i l l  be in t i i c t l  i n t / m  or  jn * tn f  n  nt
lUttil Me »au/c*y <4 t t w l  uu'Hi 'ulhl’t th*i fnt fKi' iCtil i / o i <n,htt (tt (I
at thc c.Cf>n'uttun u j  (fit f< im  at<b.icrtbtt( Jor.  K e m i t t a i i e e s  s h o u ld  be m a d e  iu 
M o u e y - o r d e i s ,  ll n nd i> ,  IJiil che.juc-*, *or T r e a s u r y  bill-*, if  in r c ^ U t c i c d  
l e t t e r s ) ,  a n d  m a d e  p a y a b le  o n ly  lo  t h e  J*HOl’l(ILlOlU OF 'H i t  T l l l .O s o r i l l M ,  
K'3, ( J i r y a u m  l i a e k  l i o a d ,  D o m b a y ,  I n d i a .

A ii i .N l’> ; L o u d o n  ( Kn^.) , l i e rH ard  t j u a r i t c h ,  K» P ic c a d i l ly ,  W .  ; . \ e w  Y o r k ,  
S U. W e l ls  A: C o . ,  787, l i r o a d w a y  ; J>o->tou, M ass .  C o lb y  a n d  K i i l i ,  U, M o n t ­
g o m e r y  ITaee  ; ( l i i e a -o ,  111. J .  C. i J u u d y ,  I a  Salle- S t .  A m e r i c a n  Mil.- 
ac ribera  m a y  al>o o r d e r  t h e i r  p a p e r s  t h r o u g h  W . J u d ^ e ,  71, ih oa i l*
way , N e w  V ork .  *

( e y lo n  : l>aae W e e rc a o o i  iya , D e p u t y  C o r o n e r ,  D o d a u d u w a  ; J o h n  H u b e r t  
d e  ftilva, C o lo m b o

T H E  T H  E O S O P H 1ST .
U O M IIA V .  .11' I . \ r 1s t , I SMI.

Tliu  E il iU us il iacl.iim i u>[ioiisibilily fo r  o |i i i i iu iis  i  \ | i u  ^si il 
liy con li i lm to i : j  in th e i r  a r t ic les .  ( I r c a t  l i l t i lm le  is a l ln w c d  
tu corn'.s|Mjii(li'iit.s, am i th e y  a lo n e  a r c  a c c o u n ta b le  1'ur w h a t  
l i n y  write .  Kcji ctcil M S S ,  a r e  Jmt ret m 11<•<I.

TIIK Ol TOIll.i: ANII NuVK.MIIKll iSSL'KS OK Tll lh .Inl'KNAI, 
hav ing  been  re |n  inlcil , new sulwcriber.s  wliu wish l<> 
liave tlu .ir  y e a r  h i i 11 w i th  th e  O c to b e r  n u m b e r ,  will imw 
be charyvil a n n a s  c i ^ h l  a ih l i t io n a l  to  c o v e r  th e  e \ l i a  
cost ot th e  )V|iulihcutioii.  '1'liosi: a v I i o  oiih  r t h e i r  m i I i -

^criji tions to  i la te  Ironi th ' :  JJeceinbei ',  n r  a n y  l a t e r  i.-fMie, 
|»ay Its . (J on ly .

W E  A U E  t i l . A U  T O  A N N O U M ' i :  T I I K  F o l t .W A T K i .N  A T  1IF..VA- 

les of a uewr Arya Sannij with nearly fifty members, as 
the tirst fruits of .Sw amiji Dayi'maiul's labors a t  tha t  sacred 
jilace. The olliiors a re :  1 ‘resident, J’audit Aniar Natli ; 
Viee-Preaiilenl, Dr. Harishchaudra S enna  ; Secretory, Moon- 

shi Bakhtoiir Sinyli ; A.'tittaid-Secreliiry, Shew Ciobind 
Siii” li ; Treasurer, < ian^adiu ; Librarian, Narayan Sin"h. 
^lr. t iangailiii aud other gentlemen of Benares have also 
organized au .English Debating ( ’lub with the design 
of improving the members iu the  English language. We 
heartily wish both success.

A S O C I E T Y ,  C A I . I . K I )  T I I E  A l t V A  l U T A t S K I K I  K AII1IA , 1 IA S  

been formed a t  Sli.ljaliaujiur with the laudable object of 
intellectual, social and moral improvement. It is under 
the management of l.ala Bahadur Lai, late ilonorary 
Magistrate, and has Babu Sital Das Bandgopadhyai a.s 
Secretary. The reading of good publications; the " re­
formation ” uf injurious social customs and helping crea­
tures iu want ; and tin' a t ta inm ent o f "  the end to which 
the soul is tendjng, by following the true course of Nature 
in laws ot ( Iod ;” and the listening to lectures and partici­
pation in debates—are covered by the Sabha s programme. 
Secrecy is to be observed as to the investigations in psy­
chological m atters— a most sensible rule.

I X  T I I E  C O t r i i S K  O K  A N  K I . A I I O K A T E  K K S A Y  ON ' ‘ T H E  

t ireek Oracles," Mr. I'\ W. II. Myers gives some very in­
teresting informalimi as to the beliefs entertained by the 
ancients 011 what w e  should now call the spiiit-cont 1 ol. 
l ’orphyry tells how the “ dem on’’ (spirit) .sometimes speaks 
through the mouth of the “ recipient” (medium) who is 
entranced : sometimes presents himsell in an immaterial 
or even material form.' The trance-state is mixed with 
“ exhausting agitation or struggle.” Bight choice of time 
and circumstances for inducing the trance-state, and ob­
taining oracular replies, is, according to Porphyry, most 
important., f o ra  Pythian priestess (medium) compelled to 
prophesy (speak in trance) while under control ol au alien 
spirit, died ; and under unfavorable conditions, “ the spirit 
would warn the auditors tha t he could not give informa­
tion, or even that lie would certainly tell falsehoods on 
that particular occa>ion." “ On descending into om atmo­
sphere the spirits become subject to the laws and in- 
Jluences that rule m ank ind .. .and then a confusion occurs; 
therefore, in such cases, the prudent impiirer should defer 
his researches, a rule with which inexperienced investi­
gators fail to comply

( l i v e n  a  f a v o r a b l e  d a y ,  f i n d  a  ' ' g u i l t l e s s  i n t e r m e d i a r y  ’ 
(a  t r u e  m e d i u m ) ,  s o m e  c o n f i n e d  s p a c e  w o u l d  t h e n  b e  .se­
l e c t e d  s o  ( h a t  t h e  i n f l l l e l ic i 1 s h o u l d  n o t  b e  l o o  w i d e l y  d i f ­
fu s e d ." ’ T h i s  p l a c e  w a s  s o m e t i m e s  m a d e  d a i k ,  a n d  l l i e  
s p i r i t  w a s  i n v o k e d  w i t h  " y e l l s  a n d  s i n g i n g . ’ D u r i n g  t h i s  
s i i i ^ i n ^  t h i '  m e d i u m  " f a l l s  i n t o  an a b n o r m a l  s l u m b e r  
w h i c h  e x t i n g u i s h e s  fo r  I h i '  l i m e  h i s  o w n  i d e n l  i t \ . a n i l  
a l l o w s  t h e  s p i i i t  t o  s p e a k  l l i m u g h  h i s  l ip s , '  o r  i u  t h e  e x ­
a c t  w o r d s  o f  P o r p h s r y ,  " t o c o u i r i v e  a  v o i c e  f o r  h i m s e l f  
t h r u i i L 'h  a  m o r t a l  i n s t r u m e n t , — S/>ii d u a l  A c /*  s



T H E  T H E O R Y  O F  C Y C L E S .

I t  is now some time since this theory which wns first 
propounded in the  oldest religion ol' the world, 'Vcdiiism, 
then taught by various Creek philosophers, and afterwards 
defended liy the Theosopliists of the Middle Ages, but which 
came to be flatly denied hy the ii;lse men of tlio West, like 
everything else, in this world of negation, has been g ra ­
dually coming into prominence again. This, once con­
trary to the rule, il is t he men of science themselves who 
take up. Statistics of events of the most varied n a ­
ture are fast being collected and collated with the serious­
ness demanded liy important scientific questions. S ta tis­
tics of wars and oftlie periods (or cycles) of the appearance 
of great m en— at least those a.s have been recognised its 
.such by the ir  contemporaries and irrespective of later 
opinions ; statistics of the. periods of development, and 
progress a t  large commercial centres ; of the rise and fall 
of arts and sciences ; <>f cataclysms, such as earthquakes, 
epidemics : periods of extraordinary cold and heat ; cycles 
of revolutions, and of the rise anil fall of empires, &c.: 
all these are subjected in turn to the analysis of the 
minutest mathematical calculations. Finally, even the 
occult significance uf numbers in names of persons and 
names of cities, in events, and like matters, receives u n ­
wonted attention. If, on the one hand, a great portion of 
the educated public is running iulo at lieisni and scepticism, 
on the other hand, we find an evident current " f  mysticism 
forcing its way into science. If, is the sign of an irrepres­
sible need in humanity to assure itself that there is a 
J’ower Paramount over m atter ; an occult and mysterious 
law w h i c h  governs the world, and which we should rather 
.study and closely watch, trying to adapt ourselves to it, 
than blindly deny, and break our heads against fhe rock of 
destiny. More than one thoughtful mind, while studying flic 
fortunes and reverses of nations and great empires, has 
been deeply struck by one identical feature in their his­
tory, namely, the inevitable recurrence of similar histori­
cal events reaching in turn every one of them, nnd alter the 
same lapse of t i m e .  This analogy is found between the 
events to ho substantially the same on the whole, though 
there may be mole or less difference as to the outward form 
of details. Thus, the belief of tlie ancicnls in their astro­
logers, soothsayers and prophets might have been w arran t­
ed by the verification of many of their most important 
predictions without these prognostications of future events, 
implying of necessity anything very miraculous iu them ­
selves. The soothsayers and augurs hav ing occupied in 
days of the old civilizations the very same position now 
occupied by our historians, astronomers and meteorologists, 
t  here was no! Iiing more wonderful in the facf of I lie for­
mer predicting the downfall of an empire or the loss ol a 
battle, than iu the latter predicting the return of a cornel, 
a change of temperature, o r  perhaps, the final conquest of 
Afghanistan!. The necessity for holli these classes being 
acute, observers apart, fliere was tlic study of certain 
sciences to be pursued thru as well as they a l e  nmr. The 
l  ienee of to-day will have become an “ ancient” science 
a t housand year-? hence. Free anil open, scient itic st ud v 
now is |o all, w hereas if was I hen confined hut. to the lew. 
Y d ,  whether ancient or modern, both may be called 
exact sciences ; fur, il the astronomer of to-dav draws his 
observations from mathematical calculations, j),,. astrolo­
ger  of old also based his prognostication upon no less 
acule and mathematically correct ohservalions of fhe evcr- 
veeurring cycles. And, because (lie secret of this science 
is now being lost, docs t!::iL give any warrant to say that 
it never existed, or that lo believe in it, one must he 
ready to swallow “ magic,” “ miracles” and Ihe like s lu lf  !
“ If, in v iew of (he eminence to which modern Science has 
readied, (lie claim to prophesy future events must be 
regarded as either a child’s play or a deliberate deception,” 
says a writer in the Xavoyr I 'rnin/d, the best daily paper 
of literature and polities of St. Petersburg, “ then we can 
point at science which, iu its turn, has now taken up and 
plaecd on record the question, in it.s relation to past events, 
whether Micro is or is not in the constant repetition of

events a certain periodicity ; in other W'ords, whether 
these events recur after a fixed and determined jienod of 
years with every nation ; and if ii periodicity there be, 
whether this periodicity is due to blind chance or depends 
on the same natural laws, on which are more or less de­
pendent many of the phenomena of liumnn life.” Un­
doubtedly the latter. And the writer has the l>cst mathe­
matical proof of it, in I lie timely appearance of such works 
as tha t  of Dr. E. Zasse, under review, and of a few others. 
Several learned works treating upon this mystical sub­
ject hav e appeared of late, and of some of these works 
and calculations we will now treat ; the more readily ns 
I hey are in most cases from the pens of men of eminent 
learning. Having already in the Ju n e  number of the 
Tiikusoimiist noticed an article hy Dr. Blohvitz On 
the firjiii/iatitci' o f  tin', number Keren, with every n;i*
• ion aud people— a learned paper which appeared late­
ly in the Herman journal Die liegemen rt— we will now 
summarize the opinions of the press in general, on a more 
suggestive work by a well-known Cerman scientist, E, 
Zasse, with certain reflections of our own. It  has just 
appeared in the P ru ss ia n  Journal o f Statistics, anil 
povvedully corroborates the ancient theory of Cyclcs. 
These periods which bring around ever-recurring events, 
begin from the infinitessimal small—say of ten years—ro­
tation and roach to cycles which require 2">0, oOO, 700 
and 1000 years, to effect their revolutions around them­
selves, anil within one another. All are contained within 
tin; Ma/id- } hi/, the “ (.Ireat A ge” or Cycle of the Mann 
calculation, which itself revolves between two eternities— 
the “ Pmlayns” or N ig h ts  o f  Jirahma. As, in the objec­
tive world of matter, or the system of effects, the minor 
constellations and planets gravitate each and all around 
the sun. so iu the world of the subjective, or the system 
ot causes, these innumerable cycles all gravitate between 
tha t  which the finite intellect of the  ordinary mortal 
legayls as eternity, and the still finite, but more profound, 
intuition of the sage and philosopher views as but an eter­
nity within Tn K far Kit MTV. “ As above, so it is below," 
runs the  old Hermetic maxim. As an experiment in 
this direction, Dr. Zasse selected the statistical investi­
gations ol all the wars, the occuirence of which has 
been recorded in history, as a subject, which lends 
itself more easily to scientific verification than aiijf other,
l o  illustrate his subject in the simplest and most easily 
comprehensible way, Dr. Zasse represents the periods of 
war and the periods of peace in the shape of small and 
large wave-1 ilies running over the area of the old world,
J he idea is not a now one, for, the image was used lor 
similar illustrations by more than one ancient and nie- 
diieval mystic, whether in words or picture— hy Ilcniy 
K nu rath, for example. l in t  it serves well its purpose and 
gives us the liicts we now want. IJeforo he treats, how­
ever, of the cycles of ware, the author brings in the record 
ol the rise and fall of the world’s great empires, and 
shows the degree of activity they have played iu the 
Universal History, l ie  points out the fact tha t  if vve
divide the map ol the Old World into five parts__intu
Eastern, Central, and Western Asia, Eastern and W e s ­
tern Kurope, and F.gypl —Mien we will easily perceive, (hat 
every 2"i0 years, an enormous wave passes over these arciis 
bringing into each in ifs turn the events il has brought to 
the one next preceding. This wave we may call ‘‘ the 
historical wave” of the 2'»0 j'ears’ cycle. The reader will 
please follow this mystical number of years.

 ̂ The first of these waves began in* China, 2,000 years 
J!. (.'.— the “ golden age” ol this Kuipire, the age of philu. 
sophy, of discoveries aud reforms. “ In  17-‘>0 ll. C. the 
Mongolians of Central Asia, establish a powerful cm- 
pire. Jn J -">00, Kgpyt rises from its temporary degrada­
tion and ciirries its sway oyer many parts of Europe and 
Asia ; and about I2.10, the historical wave reaches ami 
crosses over to Eastern ISurope, filling it  with the spirit 
of the Argonautie expedition, aud dies out, iu 1000 1!. C. 
at the siege of Troy.” *

 ̂ A second historical wave appears about that time in 
Central Asia, “ l h o  Scythians leave her steppe;?, nnd



inundate towards the ycar7o0R.C .the adjoining countries, 
diieeting themselves towards the South and West ; about 
the year .">00 in Western Asia begins an epoc h of splen­
dour fur ancient Persia ; and the  wave moves mi to tho 
east, of Europe, where, about 2.‘)0 15. C. (Sreeco reaches 
her highest state of culture and civilization— aud further 
on to the West, where, at the birth of Christ, tlio Homan 
Empire linds itself a t  its a)>ogee of jiower and greatness.”

Again, nt this period we find the rising of a third his­
torical wave at the far East. After prolonged revolutions, 
about this time, China forms once more a powerful em ­
pire, and itij arts, sciences ami commerce flourish again. 
Then 2 ‘>0 years later, we find the  l lu n s  appealing from the 
depths of Central Asia ; in the year SOI) A. 1). ft new and 
powerful Persian kingdom is formed ; in 7f>0— in Eastern 
Europe— the liyzantine empire ;and, in the year 1,000— 
on its western side— springs up the second Roman Power, 
the Empire of the Papacy, which soon readies an ex tra­
ordinary development of wealth and brilliancy.

At the same time, the fourth  wave approaches from tlio 
Orient. China is again flourishing ; in 12.">0, the Mongo­
lian wave from Central Asia has overflowed aud covered 
an enormous area of land, including with it Russia. About,
1 o00, in Western Asia the Ottoman Empire rises in all its 
might and contpicrs the Balkan pen in su la :  but at the 
same time, in Eastern  Europe, Russia throws oil" the T a r ­
tar yoke, and about I7o0, during the  reign of Empress 
Catherine, rises to an unexpected grandeur and covers 
itself with glory. The wave ceaselessly moves further on 
to the  West, and beginning with the  middle of the  past 
century, Europe; is living over an epoch of revolutions 
and reforms, and, according to the author, “ i t 'i t  is per­
missible to prophetize, then, about Ihe year 2,000, W es­
tern Europe will have lived one of those; periods of cul­
ture and progress so rare in history.” Tin* Russian 
press taking the cue believes, th a t , to w a rd s  those days the 
Eastern Question will be finally settled, the national dis­
sensions of the European jieoples will come to an end, and 
the dawn of the new millcuium will witness the abolish­
ment of armies and an alliance between all the  European 
empires.” The signs of regeneration are also fast m u lt i­
plying in Japan  and China, as if pointing to tin; approach 
of a new historical wave a t  the extreme East.

If, from the cycle of two-and-a-lialf century duration we 
descend to those which leave the ir  impress every century, 
and, grouping together the events of ancient history, will 
mark the development and rise of empires, then we will 
assure ourselves that, beginning from the year 700 11. C. 
the centennial wave pushes forward, bringing into prom i­
nence the following nations— each in its tu rn— the Assy­
rians, the Modes, the Babylonians, tho Persians, the Creeks, 
tho Macedonians, the Carthagenians, the  Romans and the 
(iennanians. '

The striking periodicity of the wars in Europe is also 
noticed by Dr. E. Zasse. Beginning with 1700 A.])., 
every ten years have been signalized by cither a war or 
a revolution. The periods of the s trengthening and 
weakening of the warlike excitement of the European 
nations represent a wave strikingly regular in its periodi­
city, flowing incessantly, as if propelled onward by some 
invisible tixed law. This same mysterious law seems at, 
the same time to make these events coincide with astro­
nomical wave or cycle, which, a t every new revolution, is ac­
companied by the very marked appearance of spots in the 
sun. The periods when the European powers have shown tin; 
most destructive energy are marked by a cycle of .')() 
years’ duration. It would be too long and tedious to 
enumerate them from the beginning of History. W'e may, 
therefore, limit our study to the cycle beginning with the 
year 1712, when all tho European nations were fighting 
at tlie same tim e— the Northern, and the Turkish wars, 
and the war for the throne of Spain. About 17<> 1, the 
“ Seven Years’ W ar” ; in IS 10 the wars of Napoleon I. 
Towards IStil, the wave has a little deflected from its re­
gular course, but, as if to compensate for it, or, propelled, 
perhaps, with unusual forces, the years directly preceding, 
as well as those which followed it, left in history, the  re ­

cords of the most fierce and bloody war— the Crimean war—  
in the fbnnerperioil,and the  American Rebellion in the la tter  
one. Tlie periodicity in the  wars between Russia and T u r ­
key appears peculiarly s tr ik ingand  represents a very charac­
teristic wave. A t first the intervals between the cycles re­
turning upon themselves, areof thirty years’ duration— 1710, 
1740, 1770 ; then these intervals diminish, and we. have ft 
cycle of twenty years— 1700, LS10, 1S20-:!0 ; then  th e  
intervals widen again— US ."ill and 1S7*S. Rut, if we tako 
note of the whole duration of the in-flowing tide of the  
warlike cycle, then wc will have at the centre of it— from 
17li.s to 1S12— three wars of seven years’ duration each, 
and at both ends, wars of two years. |

Finally, the  author comes to the conclusion that in view 
of facts, it becomes thoroughly impossible to deny the  
presence of a regular periodicity in (lie excitement of both 
mental and physical forces in the nations of the world. 
He proves th a t  iu the history of all the peoples and em ­
pires of tho Old World, tho cycles marking' the mille- 
ninms, the centennials as well as the minor ones of .'>0 ami
10 years’ duration, are th e  most important, inasmuch as 
neither of them has never vet failed to bring in its rear 
some more or less marked event in the history of the n a ­
tion swept over by these historical waves.

Tho history of India is une which, of all histories, is tho  
most vague and least satisfactory. Vet, wen* its conse­
cutive g iea t events noted down, and its annals well search­
ed, the law of cycles would bo found Id have asserted i t ­
self here as plainly as in every other country in respect 
of its wars, famines, political exigencies and other matters.

In Franco, a meteorologist of Paris went to the trouble 
of compiling the  statistics of the coldest, seasons, and dis­
covered a t  the same time, that those years which had (ho 
figurell in (hem, had been marked by the severest win­
ters. Ilis tijjiires run t h u s :  In  A. 1). the nor-O #
thorn part, of the Adriatic sea was frozen aiul was 
covered for three months with ice. In 117!* in tho  
most, moderate /.ones, the  earth was covered with seve­
ral foot of snow. In 120!*, in Eranee the depth of 
snow and tin; b i t te r  cold caused such a scarcity of fod­
der that, most of the ra tt le  perished iu tha t country. In 
124!*, the Baltic sea, between Russia, Norway and Sweden 
remained frozen for many months aiul communication was 
held by sleighs. In KCHI, there was such a terrific w inter 
in England, that, vast numbers of people died of starva­
tion ami exposure'. In 140!), the  river Danube was frozen 
from ils sources to its month in the Black Sea. Tn 14(i!), 
all tin; vineyards and orchards perished in consequence of 
(he frost. In lilt)!), in I1’ranee, Switzerland and U pper 
Italy, people had lo thaw their  bread and provisions be­
fore they could use them. In l(i."!!), the harbour of M ar­
seilles was covered with ice to a grout distance. In Hi.')!) 
all the rivers iu Italy were frozen. In Kill!) the winter in 
France and Italy proved the severest and longest of all, 
Tho prices for articles o f  1'otnl were so much raised th a t  
half ol the population died of starvation. In 170!) the 
winter was no less terrible. Tin; ground was frozen in 
Franco, Italy and Switzerland to the depth of several feet, 
and the sea, south as well as north, was covered with one 
compact and thick crust of ice, many feet deep, and for a  
Considerable space of miles, in the usually open sea. Mass­
es of wild beasts, driven out by the cold from their dens 
in the forests, sought refuge in villages and even cities ; 
and the birds fell dead to the ground by hundreds. Tn 
172!), 174!) and I7li!) (cycles of 20 years’ duration) all tlio 
rivers and streams were ice-bound all over Franco for 
many week’s, and all the  fruit trees perished, in  17iS(), 
France was again visited by a very severe winter. In  
Paris, the therm om eter stood at 1!) degrees of frost. R u t 
the severest of" all winters proved tha t  of 132f). For fifty- 
four consecutive days, all the roads in I1'ranee were covered 
with snow several feet deep, and all the rivers were frozen. 
Famine and misery reached their  climax in the country in 
tha t  year. I n i  811!), there was again iu France a most 
terrific and trying c o ld  season. Ami now the winter of 
1S7!) has asserted ils statistical rights and proved true to 
the fatal influence of th e  figure S*. The meteorologists of



other countries me invited to follow suit, nnd m ake their 
investigations likewise, tor the subject is certainly one ot' 
tho most fascinating as well a.s inst ructive kind.

E nough has been shown, however, to prove th a t  neither 
the  ideas of Pythagoras on the  mysterious influence of 
numbers, nor the theories of ancient world-religions and 
philosophies are ns shallow and meaningless as some too 
forward free-thinkers would have had the woihi to believe.

A  G L I M P S E  O F  T A N  T i l  I K  O C C U L T I S M .*

JIV  1 IA R A D A  K A N T A , M A J U M U A R .

There is a po in t beyond which experimental science 
cannot g o ;  and tha t  is tho point which divides tbe  em ­
pire of what is called m atter  from the empire of force. 
( 'ortainly tin* physicist is acquainted with the na tu re  and 
laws nf certain forces, or more correctly, certain modi­
fications of some mysterious force, b u t  beyond this 
every th ing is in darkness. To th e  modern scientist the 
land of mystery is sealed with seven seals. H is  in­
s trum ents and machines, his scalpel and retort servo 
him ill to solve the  grand problem of existence. Is 
there no hope then ? Are there 110 means by which 
the occultism of nature  may be revealed to man ? Aryan 
philosophy says there are. Hut the ways nre different. 
The  external senses are but the vehicles for communicating 
to the mind impressions of those objects which these 
senses can take  cognizance of. But these Aryans are not 
adapted to receive impressions of the ultra-gaseous or 
force sta te  of matter. Sight, smell, hearing, touch nnd 
taste are essentially those a t tr ibu tes  of the mind which 
under certain conditions receive physical impressions 
from things without nnd transm it those impressions to nn 
observant faculty within. And yet a proof of the existence 
of these a t tr ibu tes  of the mind is best had in the  dream 
state, when not only is mental vision brought in requisi­
tion, b u t  smell, taste, touch and hearing, all have the ir  fair 
play hiulependently e f  the r.Hcrvol scvses. 'When we con­
fess to ourselves the existence of m a tte r  ami force which 
nre not cognizable by the  s e n s e s ,  w e  can, perhaps, safely 
look upon the mind ns the  only agent th a t  can perceive 
such subtile phenomena ; for in one sta te  at least, 1 mean 
dream, we know of its independent .powers to see, hear. 
iKrc. This clairvoyance of the  mind wns known to the an ­
cients mnny thousand years ago. D uring  their  trance 
stnte (samadhi) the  Yogis by means of inner vision could 
see the  mysterious agencies of na ture  underlying the 
universe.

In  verse Cl, C hapter  X V II I .  of the I ’hngabalgitn, Sri 
Krishna says to Arjun, s itting  in th e  hearts of the created 
objects, "O h  Arjun, Ood turns the  machinery by his 
Maya.” B u t nowhere in that, learned philosophy is any 
mention made of wliat. this machineiy of Maya is, nnd how 
it is worked. Purnanandn Gaswiimi, an eminent Tantrik  
Yogi, who lived more than  two hundred years ago, has 
left a book in Sanskrit, the name of which is M a t  CJiulro- 
l>hed, in which he treats  of the  occult nerves nnd forces in 
Ihe human body. Mention of these nerves and forces, 
however, is to bo found in the B ra b n m u la  Pnruua, (Uttra- 
gitn, Chapter II., verses from 11 to LS), b u t  credit, is due 
to the T antr ik  author for having described them at length. 
I t  is to be regretted thnt the  nutlior hns used figurative 
language throughout the work which renders it valueless, 
except to such ns have the  key to tb e  allegories.

• T h e  f o n d n e s s  of t h e  A s i a t i c  m i n d  f o r  a l l e g o r y  a n d  p a r a b l e  is w ell  il lus ­
t r a t e d  in  t h i s  p a p e r  on  T a n t r i k  O c c u l t i s m .  T o  a  W e s t e r n  m a n  w h o  c a n n o t  
r e a d  tlio m o a n i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  H ues ,  i t  will  v e r y  l i k e ly  s e e m  v o id  o f  pen.*e. 
T I ihh  t h e  Athnrw  a p p e a r e d  t o  M a x  M u l l e r  o n ly  ‘ th e o lo g ic a l  t w a d d l e /
v  h c rea *  it* t e x t  is  fu ll  o f  p r o f o u n d  p h i l o s o p h y  n n d  p r o v e s  t h n t  i t s  a u t h o r  
o r  a u t h o r *  w ero  i n t i m a t e l y  a c q u a i n t e d  v i t l i  t l io  h i d d e n  e n e r g i e s  o f  n a t u r e .  
T h e  s ig n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h o  p r e s e n t  e . v a y  is t h a t  t h o  T a n t r i k  Y o g i  f ro m  
w h o s o  w o rk  t h e  e x t r a c t s  n r e  t r a n s l a t e d ,  k n e w  t h e  g r e a t  a n d  m y s t e r i o u s  law 
t h a t  t h e r e  a r o  w i th i n  t h o  h u m a n  b o d y  a  s e r i e s  of  c e n t r e s  o f  f o r c c  evolu* 
t i m i ,  t h e  loca t io n  o f  w h i c h  b e c o m e s  k n o w n  t o  th o  a s c e t i c  iu  t h e  c o u r s e  of  
hi*  p h y s i c a l  s e l f - d e v e lo p m e n t ,  as  w ell  a s  t h o  m e a n s  w h ic h  n m . ' t  b e  re* 
s o r t e d  t o  t o  b r i n g  t h e  a c t iv i t i e s  n t  the.*© c e n t r e s  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  will.  
T o  e m p l o y  th e  O r i e n t a l  f ig u ra t iv e  m e th o d ,  th c p o  p o i n t s  a r o  so  m n n y  o u t ­
w o r k s  t o  bo  c a p t u r e d  in  s u c c e s s io n  b e f o r e  t l ic  v e r y  c i t a d e l  c a n  b e  t a k e n . —
11. S. U

Tho six revolving wheels of force, mentioned in flip 
sequel, nre connected with one another and are further 
connected with the grand machinery of Maya pervading 
the Universe. It, is not. to be supposed tha t  there is in 
reality any wheel or lotus in the hum an body ; the author 
means only to point, out the active centres of certain 
forces.

“  S h a t Chalrabhed,
“ O u ts id e  Die sp ine ,  to  tl io left, is (lio I r a  n erve ,  resp len d en t  like 

t h e  m o o n ,  nm l to  tlio r i g h t  is t h e  1 ' ingnla n e rv e ,  re sp le n d e n t  like 
t l ic  su n .  I V tw e e n  th e s e  nerve? ,  t l i a t  is, w i th in  th e  canal  of the 
sp ine ,  in t h e  .Sushiimim n erve ,  effulgent, l ike  t h e  win, 1110011 nml fire, 
a m i  possess ing  t h e  t h r e e  n ltri l iu t .es  of  S w a tw a ,  l tn ja s  nm l T n i im  
A s s u m in g  t h e  sh a p e  of  n fu l l-b low n  D a t u r a  m e te l  to w a rd s  the 
M ula d h i t r  P a d n i u  ( rad ica l  s u b s t r a t u m  of t h e  psychological forces) 
i t  e x t e n d s  to  (h e  c row n ; nm l w i th in  t h e  a p e r tu r e  o f  t h i s  nerve is 
n n e rv e  called  I ’.ajii i e x t e n d in ' ;  f rom  th e  piuh-ndmn virile  to the 
c ro w n .  T h e  i n t e r io r  of  t h i s  l a t t e r  n e rv e  is p e r p e tu a l ly  blazing .

“ W i t h i n  t h i s  b laze o f  t h e  l ’aj tt l  n e rv e  is a  n e rv e  called ( 'hitrini,  
g i rd le d  h y  t h e  t ’r a n a v a  ( t h a t  is, t h e  t h r e e  p o w e rs  exp l ica ted  hy it) 
a n d  fine a s  t h e  s p id e r ’s  well .  T h is  n e rv e  p e rm e a te s  t h e  s ix  lotuses 
( t h e  I n j u n c t i o n  | io in ts  o r  ce l ls  w h ere  t h e  I r a  a n d  th e  l ’ingala  nerve 
m e e t  w i th  t h e  S u s h u n m n  n e rv e )  on  th e  .S u s h u m n a  nerve .  Within 
t h e  C h i t r i u i  is  a  n e rv e  ca l led  l ’r a h iu a  n o n e ,  w h ich  e x te n d s  from 
t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p o s i t iv e  force  (M ah ad e v n )  ill t h e  first- cell to 
t h e  c row n .

“ T h e r e  is a  v e ry  d e l ig h t fu l  p lace  ( t h e  f issu re  o f  S y lv iu s  ?) where 
t h e  m o n th  of  t h e  j i r a l im a  n e r v e  e m i t s  n e c ta r .  T h i s  nlnec is tlie 
j u n c t i o n  of  t h e  f ro n ta l  lol«e w i th  t h e  te m p o ra l  lolic of  t h e  cerebral 
h e m is p h e re s  a n d  is t h e  m o n t h  of  t h e  Snshunuis i  nerve ."

T he au thor now proceeds to describe tbe seven systems 
of psychological forces pervading the  body through tlie 
cerobro-spinnl cord. T here  nre seven • points where the 
spinal accessory nerves, Irn nnd l ’ingala, meet with tlie 
Siishumna nerve. Each of these points is called a lotus. 
1 will in the  sequel call them cells.

“ The first evil, called A dh iir I 'a d m a .
“ T h i s  cell is s i t u a t e d  on  th e  S u s h u m n a  n e r v e  below t h e  puden­

dum  virile  nm l ab o v e  t h e  f u n d a m e n t .  I t  is b r ig h t  ns gold ami 
h a s  f o u r  p e ta l s  o f  t h e  co lo r  of  1‘i g n o n ia  I n d ic a ,  sym b o l ized  by tlie 
f o u r  l e t t e r s  ha, ?a, no a n d  sho. I t  is s i t u a t e d  to p sy - tu rv y .

“ W i t h i n  t h i s  cell is t h e  < |uad rangu ln r  m iu i ihu ie  d iscus  surrounded 
h y  eight, sp e a rs ,  soft a n d  y e l low  a s  t h e  l ig h tn in g .  W i t h i n  thin dis­
cus  is d e p o s i te d  t h e  p r o c re a t iv e  solicit virile.

“  T h is  * m in i  virile is d e c o ra te d  w i th  fo u r  h a n d s  n n d  is mounted 
on t h e  e lephan t ,  of I n d i a ,  I n  i ts  lap  is t h e  c r e i to r -b o y ,  having 
f o u r  h a n d s  an d  h o l d i n g  t h e  fo u r  V e d a s  in h is  m o u th .

“  W i t h i n  t h e  q u a d r a n g u l a r  d iscus  a b o v e  r e fe r re d  to  is n goddess 
(pass ion ,  I  be l ieve)  n a m e d  I lakini w i th  s w in g in g  fo u r  h a n d s  anil 
b lo o d - red  eves. .She is g lo r io u s  l ike  tw elve  s u n s  r is ing  n t  t h e  same 
t im e  ; b u t  v is ib le  on ly  to  t h e  p u re -m in d e d  yogi.

“ W i t h i n  t h e  p e r ic a r p  of t h e  llajri i n e rv e ,  b r ig h t  a s  t h e  light­
n i n g  is t h e  p h i lo p ro g e n i t iv e  t r i a n g u la r  d isc us  of Tripun 'i  D evi .  W ith ­
in t h i s  d iscus  is  t h e  a i r  of  K n n d a i p n  (cup id) ,  w h ich  i.s capable nf 
p a s s im '  f ree ly  t h r o u g h  nil th e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  body .  I t  is the 
t o v e re ig n  lo rd  of  a n im a ls ,  is b low n  l ik e  t h e  Jio iidvli flower .mil 
g lo r io u s  l ike h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l l io n s  o f  suns .

“  W i t h i n  i t  is t h e  p h a l l u s  of a  S iva ,  fac ing  w est ,  hi.s body  soft 
l ik e  m e l t e d  gold, e m b o d i m e n t  of  w isdom  a n d  1 on iim n iion .  red  like 
a  n e w  tw ig ,  a n d  so f t  a s  t h e  b e a m s  of  tho  m o o n .  I t  l ives in the 
sa c re d  c i ty  (K a s i ) .  is  full  o f  fe l ic i ty  n n d  is r o u n d  l ike a  whirlpool.

“ F in e  as  t h e  s t r i n g  o f  t h e  s t a lk  of  lo tu s  p lay s  nbove th i s  phallus 
t h e  c h a r m e r  o f  tlie U n i v e r s e  ( K u ln k u n d a l in i )  e x t e n d i n g  to  th e  nec- 
ta r - t lo w in g  f issure of t h e  T lra h m a  n e rv e .  L ik e  t h e  l i g h tn in g  play­
in g  in n e w  c louds  a n d  th e  sp ira l  t u r n  of  a  she ll ,  she  r e s t s  over  the 
p h a l l u s  in th r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  c ircles  a s  does  t h e  s le ep in g  s e rp e n t  over 
th e  h e a d  of  S iv a .

“ T h i s  K u l n k u n d a l i n i ,  r e s id in g  in  t h e  M u la d h m - I 'adm a,  hums 
l ike  t h e  bee  i n e b r i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  n e c t a r  of (lowers, a n d  by d istr i­
b u t i n g  th e  in s p i r a t i o n  n m l  r e sp i ra t io n  of  n n im a ls  keeps  t h e m  alive.

“  W i t h i n  t h i s  K n h ik u n d n l in i ,  s u b t i l e r  t h a n  th e  su b t i le s t ,  nml 
r e s p l e n d e n t  as  t h e  l i g h t n i n g  is S r i  l ’a r a m e sw n r i  ( t h a t  is. Prakriti 
o r  m u n d a n e  s o u rc e ) ,W h o s e  b r ig h tn e s s  m a n i fe s ts  t h e  U n iv e r se  like 
a  c a ld r o n .”

“ The second cell, called S'lradhi.ihtdn I'adm a.
“ O n  th e  S u s h u m n a  n e rv e  is a n o t h e r  cell  n t  t h e  r o o t  of  theyw -  

deitdittn virile, w h ich  is r ed  l ike  Vermillion  n n d  b r i g h t  ns lightning. 
I t  h a s  s ix  p e ta l s  sy m b o l iz e d  b y  t h e  s ix  l e t t e r s  ha, him, ma, ?/<*, m
a n d  hi. ■

“  W i t h i n  t h i s  lo tu s  is t h e  w h i te  d iscus  of  B a n i n a  (N eptune) ,  in 

w h ich  is  t h e  seed ,  *  W, argent ,  l ike  tho  a u tu m n a l  moon, h a v in g  cres­

c e n t  o u  i t s  fo reh e ad  a n d  m o u n t e d  on 17 .*

•  T l i e  S a n s k r i t  w o n t  is *  m e a n s  B a r m i n : b u t  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  wliat

t h i s  m e a n s .



11 In  th e  lap of th is  ^  seed, liluc lik e  th e  clom l, you n g, uml 
w ea rin g  red cloth  in I la r i (|>ositive force) h av in g  Snbat.-a  and K oiih- 
tavu-iiian i ou h is  breast, and h o ld in g  th e  four V ed as in  liiu four 
h an d s w ith  I-akxhnii (n eg a tiv e  force).

“ W ith in  th e  said d iscu s is a god d ess, liu k iu i, h er color in like 
th e  hlno lotus, h o ld ing  ninny arm s in her h ands ready to  a ttack , 
w earing m any o rn a m en ts  and apparel, and hix m ind inebriated.

" H e w ho can rea lize th e  d iscus o f lian u iii iu h is liiind  b ecom es  
in a m om en t freed from  in d ividual con sciousn ess aiul e m e ig in g  
lrom  th e duvkiic.Hri o f  fo lly  sh in es lik e  the  su n .”

(T o  be continued.) 

lia jsh a h i in l ’eli^ul, A pril lSHO.

A SP E C T R E ' G U I D l l

11V V .  1*. Z K L 1 1 I O Y S K Y . *

A t tlie end of November, 187!), occ i in tJ  in our town of 
TiHis (Russian ( ‘aucasus) an event so extraordinary ami 
incomprehensible, as to persuade more tlian one hitherto  
scejitical person that, there must Ik* some tru th  iu the 
belief of tlie spiritualists. I t  is in tin; police and crimi­
nal records now', anil ran be verified at any day. 1 was a 
witness to it myself, aud the  chief jtersonages of the  t ra ­
gedy live but a few steps from my own family residence 
in the  Nieolaefskaya Street, which adjoins the Ovtchalsk 
Street, where stands the house of the Kaazmin family. 
The* event is thus summed up  in the police records :—

“ The discovery o f  the crime is due, to the njijitirilitnt of' 
the murdered man hinisclj, in f u l l  daylight mill before U 
'number o f  iritneimea.”

In tin; Moluluii ipiarter, on the outskirts of Tillis, be­
tween the garden of Moushtaid and the railroad, lives a 
widow, whose only sou, Alexander, a lad of about eighteen, 
left free after his lather's death to do as he pleased in the 
house and with himself, .soon fell into had company and 
took uncontrollably to tl rink. T h e  mother was in des­
pair  ; she preached and lu mped and threatened, hut all in 
vain. Alexander Kaazmin went on, and with every day 
m attc is  became worse with him.

Once, before sunset, he lelt tho house after quarrelling 
with his mother. She had insisted upon liis remaining at 
home, for she well knew lie would return drunk. Though 
he had deceived her more than once, and usually broke 
liis promises, yet this time as he had solemnly pledged his 
word to come home earlier, the mother, having put the 
youngest girls to bed, sat a t her work to await the return 
of her prodigal son.

Thus she sat quietly sewing, eagerly catching every 
Sound, iu the ho|*e o f  hearing the creak of  the  opening 
gate and the familiar footsteps; b u t  she listened iu vain. 
Hours passed on and midnight struck at last. The 
silence was profound abound her, and uo sound was heard 
but the chirp of the cricket, behind the fire-place, and the
monotonous ticking of the clock__Of late, her S a sh k a f
had been more than  once absent on drunken  sprees for 
days together, but the  poor widow had never awaited him 
with such an anxiety as ou that, memorable night, and 
never longed so despairingly to see him back. Several times • 
she had ■'one outside the  jjate to watch for his return. 
The night was frosty ami as light as day, the November 
moon being at the full.

Two o’clock...then throe iu the morning !...The sad 
mother went once more into the street, ami seeing no ono, 
with a heavy sigh concluded to wait no longer and after 
shutting  aud firmly bolting the gate, went to her bed­
room. Jillt hardly had she crossed the threshold, when 
the iron latch of the gate was lifted, and the familiar foot­
steps of her son sounded heavily upon tho frozen ground. 
She heard them across the yard, then  pass under the win­
dows toward tin; hall, bu t no one entered. T h inking  that 
in her anxiety she had inadvertently  fastened th e  hall 
door with the hook, she returned to open it for him.

•  W r i t t e n  for t h o  TiiKt»soi*iiisT, hy  n  n e n r  r e l a t i v e  o f  our> , an t h u t r u t h *  
fu l  n a r r a t i v e  o f  a u  o c c u r r e n c e  w liicli s e t  t h e  w h o le  t o w n  a iu l  t l i O | > o l k c o f  
Till i*  A"h;v«t.

f  l J h u im i t i v o  fo r  A l e x a n d e r ,

N eithe r  in the hall, nor iu the yard was there any one ; 
bu t the  w'fttch-dog, which had growled at first, was now' 
howling and moaning piteously, and the gate which she 
had lioltod stood wide ojien.........

The heart of the mother was struck with tenor. Shfi 
ran out into the street again, looking to the right and left, 
— but not a soul was there to be seen at that late hour. 
W ith  a heavy presentiment of something evil, she re tu rn ­
ed to her work, for she could sleep no more. There she 
S4it— according to her  own simple narrative— think ing  
how two years before, just before her husband’s death, that 
same gate, do what thoy might, would nut keeji shut. 
I t  was useless to liolt it, however liimly, for as soon as 
shut, it would be Hung o j m - i i , as though some invisible 
baud bad unbolted it. And this wont on until the m as­
te r’s death. After they had buried him, the gate opened 
no longer.........

While brooding over the past, and overcome by her sad 
thoughts, the  widow suddenly fell asleep over the table*. 
It was but for a moment, for she suddenly awoke, trem ­

bling from head to foot, and covered with tho cold swoat- 
terror ; in vision she bad seen her only son, calling her 
pitifully to his help, and she Lncte that he himself could 
come no more. She could hardly wait for daybreak, aud 
at early dawn sallied forth to search for her boy in all the 
neighbouring taverns and gin-slmp*. Hut Alexander 
Kaazinin could not. bo fouud nor had any one seen him on 
(lie night before. The old woman had thus visited many 
drinking places, and was already returning home n f t  ie 
minutes before no  on, tired out, and in both mental and phy­
sical agony.

Kvorywhere the quest was fruitless, and the load grew 
heavier on her heart at every disappointment. The 
passcrs-by looked woudcringlv into her grief-stricken face, 
and some who knew would have stopped to ask the  cause 
of her trouble and ofler their help. Huf she saw no one, 
heard no one ; one image alone occupied her thoughts, 
and her eyes wandered from face to lace only to see if it 
were his, whom she sought, but finding it was not, looked 
no longer. The direful sense of impending disaster grew' 
stronger every moment, and though she ceased not to look 
in every direction, despair possessed her soul more and 
more. Now she found 1101X011’ in a crowd which had been 
gathered by some temporary obstruction of the footway, 
but she kept on, aud tlie peoph*, as though moved by the 
subtle intluence of her sorrow, parted to the right and left 
for her that, she might pass through. She had reached a 
street-eornor and was about to cross when at the opposite 
side the  figure of a young man whose back was towards 
her, arrested her attention. The mother’s ipiick glance 
recognized it instantly as her Alexander’s, and with a cry 
of joy she darted forward to catch hold of him. The 
man turned at the sound of her voice...yes, it was lie, but 
how pallid ! His face was bloodless as that of a corpse, 
and there was no life in the eyes that looked into her own, 
but a far-away look and an expression of pain that sent a 
thrill through her every fibre. “ Sashka !’’ she screamed,
“ Sashka !” Some would have held her, th inking her ill, 
but she broke from them and ran to the  place where she 
had seen him last. He was gone, she knew not whither, but 
she hurried away iu the  direction in which lie had been 
proceeding— the pale, despairing lace seeming to bid her 
follow. Again, but this time far away down the street 
she saw him, ami pressed forward, determined this time 
not to lose sight of him. Ho had no hat on, ami the No- 
vemlier sun shone on his light hair so as to make it to her 
indulgent fancy, almost like a mass of golden thread. 
Once he seemed about to stop until she should come up, 
but he only raised bis arm ami beckoned to her, at tint 
same moment turning the  corner of a street which led to ­
wards her own ipiarter. Fear lent speed to her weary 
feet, aud she ran as though she wero a young girl again 
instead of a matron full of years. She reached the corner, 
t urned it, bu t he was not in sight., though she could see far­
ther  than he could possibly have gone in the few seconds 
th a t  hail elapsed. She could not repress the groan that 
burst from her lips. And yet up to this moment, strangely



enough, tho idea hml not occurred to her tliat slm Intel not. 
been seeing’ her own living sen in flesh anil blood. Truth  
to say, what with her night-long vigil, her anxiety, and 
tho excitement of the day’s adventures, she was iu no 
mood to reflect. B u t now a superstitious horror came 
over her all a t  once. The death-like face, the  vacant eye, 
the dum h appeal for her to follow, the disappearance and 
lo-appearance, and now the tinal vanishing of the  substan­
tial tigure into thin air, rushed to her consciousness in 
one crushing thought that her guide was but. the spectre 
of her son. F o r a  moment she tottered and everything 
swam before her eves, she felt that she was about to 
swoon : but some new strength seemed suddenly given 
her, and she darted forward down the street..

She had ransacked, ns she thought., every placc of dissi­
pation whore Alexander would be likely to have passed 
liis night of riot. Seeing the apparition no more she was 
perplexed which way to turn ; but, just when lier confusion 
of mind was greatest, an inner voice seemed to toll her to 
inquire in an inn situated close to her own house. It was 
not precisely a gin-shop, but a kind of eating-house and 
boor-drinking saloon combined, which her son was not in 
the habit, of visiting. As it was Sunday the inn was full 
and customers plentiful at the bar. To the mother’s ques­
tions, they all manifested sympathy for her, and answered 
kindly, but. no one had seen her son.

Then Mrs. Kaazmin prepared to leave the place. The 
saloon door opened into a yard, in which an exterior wood­
en staircase led to the upper part  of a building, a kind of 
lott where hay was stored. 'Dio poor mother, now con­
vinced of her son s death, came out into the yard, folloAv- 
ed by all the visitors of the beer-house and even by the 
proprietor of the  place himself—an Armenian, all loudly 
expressing their  sympathy for her despair and trying to 
give her hopes. Suddenly as she turned to leave, her eye 
caught sight of the staircase of the hay-loft, and on the 
platform at the bottom, whom did she see but her son, 
Alexander, standing right, before the  middle one of three 
doors, the one of the staircase loading to tho hay-loft. 
This at any rate could bo no ghost, for there he was as 
solid and substantial as any of the men about her ! In a 
gush of jov she exclaimed— “ Sashka !...Thank (!od !... 
W hat aro you doing there ? ...Here am 1 worrying myself 
to death iu search of you, and you .. . there  ! Sleeping 
over the wine-fumes, no doubt, ?...(,V>mo here, you good- 
for-nothing vagabond !...W hat are you beckoning me for? 
But suddenly, her face became deadly pale, and she s tag­
gered. The remembrance had Hashed upon her that now 
in fu l l  sunlii/ht, a vd  til noon, her sou was repeating the 
same gesture of mutt' entreaty he had used in her vision 
of him, tho night before, ami liis life had tho very same 
awful look she had noticed in the street, just now.

Thou, a, wild terror seized hold of the woman. To use the 
words of her own testimony in the police-court— she felt, 
that something dragged her irresistibly there, towards her 
son ; and, forgetting her fatigue and everything else, she 
rushed towards the staircase, and shouting to him to wait 
for her aud not to go away again— for she now was con­
vinced that she saw her l iv ivy  son— she flow up  tho steps 
taking two at a time. Tho witnesses to her conversation 
with em]>ti/ zpciee, and her strange actions testified, at the 
coroner’s inquest and also in court, that they had verily 
believed her for one moment utterly  insane.

Though her Alexander had again disappeared, and did 
not wait for his m other on the platfoim, she nevertheless 
Jell, as she says, the, some mysterious force <lrori<ih>rj her 
across t lie yard, and compelling her to select out oft he three 
doors before her the right one. Upon entering the  hay­
loft, the mother began loudly calling her son, b u t  there 
was no answer. l ie  was not. there....

“ I cannot, describe, what then possessed me,” she tes­
tified. “ I neither felt, astonished a t  the new disappear­
ance, nor did I th ink of any thing, or desire for aught. I 
only fe ll, though I neither saw 'nor found him anywhere, 
tha t  my son was there, near mo ....There was a largo b u n ­
dle of bay lying on the lloor...And 1 hoard as if it wore a 
voice whispering within me : search it, search i t . . . . tu rn  it

over !...and I  rushed to do so. I  immediately found a 
pair of logs encased in boots, which I recognized ; and 
before uncovering the rest, of the body, I remember well...
1 pushed and shook the logs, as one doe.1', to awake a sleep­
ing man, repeating loudly, 1 Come, get up ! you have had 
enough sleep there ! (Jome out I ’ And then, seeing that, 
ho heeded me not, I uncovered his head and face.. .I t  was 
only then, that I saw he was indeed cold nnd dead !... 
lint even then I did not feel surprised. I neither shouted 
nor screamed, but. only turned round to call upon the 
witnesses, to see irhtit I had discovered......... ”

The amazed hystaiidei-s had, of course, followed her im­
mediately into the hay-loft and had witnessed the strange 
scene. Hut, as soon a.s tho logs had been found, some 
quick-witted men among them took upon themselves to 
secure tho landlord. Livid and struck with superstitious 
terror, t he dtmlhonlchik  (inn-keoper), as soon as he had seen 
irhithcr the mother was rushing to look for her  son, Alex- 
finder, vho  hml oppeoreil to her alone— waited neither for 
police nor coroner, but hilling upon his knees confessed 
before all the people that young Kaazmin had been killed.

The inquest now showed th a t  neither tho tloalhnvtehil' 
nor his two accomplices were murderers by premeditation, 
but only intended to gratify their  baser instincts a t  his 
expense. Having plied tho bov with drinks till he had 
become insensible, they wanted to have some “ fun,” they 
sfiid, ami dragging him to tho hav-loft, piled upon him 
heaps of bay and pillows to stifle his cries. B u t  they had 
miscalculated, it seems, the  s trength  of the liquor and 
wore very much astonished upon finding at the  end of the 
“ trick” tha t  the victim had become quite stiff anil lay 
before them.— a corpse ! Young Kaazmin had died of 
either apoplexy or suffocation * ! Then, tho playful biutes 
decided in their  pietv th a t  such was tho Will of (Jod... 
and having covered the body with hay, waited for the fol­
lowing night, to come to dispose of it  in some ditch. They 
felt sure, they said, tha t the  young man being known for a 
drunkard, his death would be attributed to apoplexy re ­
sulting from drink, and buried ■without any further en­
quiry.

So had the muidorers decided, but not so the miserable 
Alexander Kaazmin, o r  h is peri sprit  as the French spirilists 
would .‘•av. The wraith of the  dead man had itself led the 
search for his sinful bodv.

s r x o r s i s  o r  t h e  a k y a n  l j t e p a t m e .
] ’.Y DAO l U I I A m  il Ci01’j\ 1,11 A 0  l i n n i K K  D FP IIM V K H ,

1 'iec-Trt'siih nt n f  tin' Thcnsophiral Society.

The sacred literature of fho Aryas is divided by the 
Biahm ans who follow the right-hand way of worship 

i n t o t h u e  classes called NltT fiom slnuti or 
Vidas, 31IH from I’itbees or lite ia ture  k  mposid by I ’i- 
.‘••liei s. and 11^7 from or l iterature written by men.

The Tantric Brahmans, who follow the  left-hand
way of worship, take a different view. They divide the 
sacred literature into two classes lH’W or Vedic and SU’UT 
or Tantric. They maintain  that Tantias  arc like JjffT being 
mostly revi alcd by Shiv, the  favourite deity of the Yogis. 
Knlucka B hut in his u  l i 'm entaiy  on the laws of Maim, 
says—

'JltT literature includes the  whole range of the Vedic 
books, such as I K l? ?  and f.n
which collectively aie called ^11^1. There are different Sha- 
klias, fbundul on dilfeicnt Vedas and different readings of 
the Vedas.

3 1 ^ — Auxiliary scic nccs to lour Vi das are called " Up- 
vi das.” These are and i. e.
medicine, mechanics, music and military art.

• The Coroner's inquest brought out this fact.



Iff is figuratively considered a person liaving six or­
gans, described in tlie following verses—

B>:*n$3w^fww«<?i*f«?5iff II 

'n'^ff ||

'J'hese v e rse s  say tha t—

His legs arc Prosody
His liands are Ritual
His eyes arc Astronomy
His ears are Vocabulary fatTffi &
His nose is lln les of Pronunciation
His mouth is (iram m ar

Whoever reads tlie Vedas with the help of these organs 
Coes to the Heaven of Brahma.

yfff has minor organs 311*1 or six Darshnns or six systems 
of philosophy, called ‘" “ I
^ t ' f f .

Hence the complete s tudy of the Vedas is called 
or swadhyaya R M R ,

Vedas are recited acconling to a peculiar musical system 
in eight ways, called fa?  Iff which are described as follows:

Thoso originate in ^  or separated words and ^  or 
separated words twice repeated. Thero are live T̂̂ T, called 
WM, and

Now the second branch of the Aryan literature is 
I t  includes or treatises ou law and customs, and NCI"! 
or religious legendary stories. These together are called

A large number of these books and a variety of their cha­
racter have induced Brahmans to divide them under three 
classes acconling to their  own viewrs. ’J'hese classes are callcd 

rrsTO & fflHH Ol divine, human and diabolical. 
This principle is sometimes applied to shruti also. 3?f*f 

is set down as ffWfl though supported by Vedas.
{Htff are divided into ami «V, large iind small.
^CI°I are also divided into and 37U?1°I.
There are other brunches of the literature which y  l»y 

the following names.

1. lithics.
ii. — Doctrine of devotion and faith as laid

down by and
3 .  —  R h e t o r i c , J in c lu d in g  * 1̂ ,  H H lf a f f ,  : f l2 -P

&c.
4. Culinary art.
5 . ‘P1H$TI£f— Treatise on relations between man and

woman as laid down bv and ‘Kff.
ti. — Magic as laid down by iShiv.
7 . — P o l i t i c a l  K c o n o m y .

Now the third class ol the literature ’JUsf consists of 
books, written by tin: learned men in Kuli age, within lillccii 
hundred years or from the time tlie Kishees ceased to 
exist or from tho time the Sanskrit died as a .spoken 
language. These works are collectively called aiul
arc variously styled as—

ifHSWC, *57, lm [ f f  ff c7, qiKStfff, DW ,
C 3 ,  f | 5 I ,  m a p ,  ? T f l r ,  H J ,  ^ H l f *  & C .  '

These works always depend lor their  authority  on luniks
of who precciled these learned men. The Rishees 
depend on ^Tff for authority and JjTff is allowed to be aut ho­
rity by itself, never referring to any other authority, llenco 
it  is called ?®Tff; Wf"T.

D om bay, -3th M ay ItvSO.

S O M E  T J I I X G S  T H A T  A I l V A i Y S  K X U I W

I1V T i l t ;  L A T K  U K .U IM A C IIA IU  H AW  A.

( t racitntic/i.

Long before their discovery by the Jiuropean astrono­
mers, the theory of gravitation, and the fact tha t  tho 
earth revolves round the sun, and not the sun round the 
earth, was known to the  Aryans, for iu the fifth Varag of 
the  fourth Adhvaya of the third Ashtak of tho Sanhita  iu 
the Kig Veda tfiero is this Shruti :—

FH^C 'TR 7fa4l*JcT*TI
I t  means that
73TIffT'*T ^  — all objects are supported by their nourish­
ing friend, the sun.
■nvfWffflTR?: ^ fe— the friend (the sun) attracts towards it 
the earth.
WfflH — not for a single moment is the earth freed
from its attraction.

Now in this Shruti from tin; Vedas we Iind the earth to 
be the object a ttracted  and the sun the attractor

And as the a ttractor will never revolve round 
the tiling it  attracts, it  becomes clearly proved th a t  the 
Aryans knew that it  was the earth which revolved round 
the sun and not the sun round the earth.

JiUui.

Tho origin and formation of rain was not unknown to 
the Aryans, for there is the following Shruti about it iu 
tint eleventh A nuvak of the fourth Adhyaya of the second 
Ashtak of the Sanhita  of the Apstamb Sakha iu the 
Yajur Veda

T j^ n r :  >T*fr^<fffvWff.
11 means that

Wm^HfflJtag^fCqiff—heat (agni) is the cause of the rain. 
H^ff: — Marut or wind is the dispenser and distri­
butor of rain in the Shrusti.

—but (.lie principal cause of rain is
— the sun’s heat ( ra sm i) which 

tin us water into the steamy vapour aud carries it up ­
wards towards the sky.
'HV^fafff— and it rains (when the vapour cooled comes down 
again iu the shape of water).

Thero is also the following Samarli which gives the 
same reason for the formation aiul fall ol rain.

aTff lU RffTf ff f :  H*:'T,T rT ^? * R q ff f? f f  II

In man}' other places in tlie Vedas then! are full and des­
criptive accounts of the causes ol lain. It would be need­
less to enumerate them here. In short one should know 
that there is nothing which cannot be found in the Veda*;, 
t >nIv the learned and the a ttentive will ever come to know 
what Irea.sures lie buried within them.

I'll Ii/'■'! .

It was Attraya IJushi who first discovered the cause of 
Ihe eclipse of the celestial bodies, for there is the follow­
ing Shruti in the fourth Ashtak of the Sanhita of the 
Asvalayau Sakha in the Itig Veda.

wrnfln:. O „ * o
;  n r  3?$T 'f '7 'H

11, means t hat
— the luminous body (gC (sur) means a body which 

like the sun shines ot its own light).
— by the intcrvention ol the darkness 

(tain) of the lion-luminous body (callcd asur or savar- 
bhaim.*

* At i ' i ' ,  bccau .sc  i t  U n o t  a  lu in in o u s  ; h i m !  ( i t
WcMUio i t  c a u u o t  •' i iinc w i t h o u t  tl io  l i^ lt t  o f  t l ie  Uhniiu  o r  lu m iu o u s  Ihk1) ‘, 
un«I ^2) bccausc* i t  iu t v r v c u t r t  b c t w c c u  o u r  o y c s  a iu l t l ie  Iuimtt*>u4 b o d y .



— is prevented from being seen, 
a m :  w  Atfraya Rushi knew this.

3 it was not known to any one before
him,

lltiltnnlthi o f  l/ir 1 'iirlh.
The Aryans knew ilwit, 1 h>; earth wa.s round, as will 1 >f 

seen from thi: following forty-third sliloke nf tin; twenty- 
tliinl Adhyaya <>f tho third Skandha of the Shrimad or 
Vishnu Bhagvat.

n n - ’T'Ttf'T

Here now v f l ’Tttf means tha t tho i'arth is round.
Vyas has also said something about it in tho Wudyoga 

l ’arab in tin; Bharat.
Iu tin? same way in tin: Siddhanlshiromani of tht* -Tyot- 

ish Shuster it is said that MR: aT’jf ly  — tlie earth is 
round.

But the Aryans also knew that the earth was not exact­
ly muni! as will l>e seen from the roots of the antique 
Words llruliuiunil and H/iuiiiu lulul. The word BruloiVi.iiit 
literary means “ a large egg,” .‘ind H/iuiiiunilul means 
“ the sphere of the earth," " the spherical earth.”

Ilrn. rrnli/ /hxlii'K,
They knew tlie other heavenly Imdies to be also spheri­

cal, lor they called the lunar orb and the sun the

That the heavenly bodies were inhabited was not- unknown 
to them, as will l>o seen from the words ' tv

There are a great many proofs of their knowledge of 
the different planets which com|tose the Solar System. 
The days of the week were named alter the different 
planets. The lirst day of tin; week is called after the sun, 
because the sun is tin; ccntre of our Solar System and be­
cause he is the first cause of the system of measuring linn'. 
The second is called alter Ihe moon ; lor in the svstom of 
reckoning time the moon on account, of its proximity to 
the earth is found to 1m; of greater importance than the 
other more distant planets. Its daily motions and phases 
lire more conspicuous than (hose of the other planets.

The Aryans were great explorers of the countries on the 
face of the earth, ami knew the science of measuring 
heights (distances, X-c.), because in the twenty-filth sliloke 
of the tenth Adliyaya of Bhagvad t l i ta  il is said that

the first among mountains is the Himalaya.
From the following sliloke. of the •lyotish Shuster, Ihe 

reader can judge how well the ancients knew about the 
l'orce of the gravitation of the earth.

?rfa II

It means that the earth has within it its attractive 
power whereby things iu the sky are attracted towards it, 
and that is why bodies seem (to us) to fall downwards. 
In  liict they do not fall. They are drawn by the a t trac­
tion of gravitation. In the infinite extent of space where 
should bodies reside or stand ? There only where they 
a re  drawn by the force of attraction,

I lK V .  A. T„ M A T C H ,  r n S O H E U A T I o S A I ,  M I S I S T K H ,  < *1’ •">!> 

Jvilierly Street., New York, furnishes the following s ta te ­
ment to the Xcl’J Yurt: II 'urht ;

“ Von know he [Mr. Kdison] is a medium, and his great 
invention of the quadruples  telegraph instrument was 
revealed to him iu a trance state. He sat one day, and 
passing into that condition seized some paper lying 
before him, and wrote until he had filled several sheets 
with closelv-writtcn notes. Then waking lip, and rubbing 
his eyes, he said he thought he had been asleep, until his 
attention was called to the paper, which he had not read 
through before he broke out. with his usual expletives, and 
paid ho had got the idea he had b een  struggling for so
long ."

P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  S A X , W R I T  N A M E S  A N D  

W O R D S .

IIV HAM 11A H AI *U It DADOUA I’AN'DtMlAN'ff.

There may be bu t few languages in the world, if anv, 
which abound in such a large number of synonyms as 
the Sanskrit. This is a fact of which every student of 
that language becomes fully aware a t  the very threshold 
ol his studies, which threaten, as he progresses on, the 
imposition of no small task on his memory ; and if he happen 
to lie a wavering and fickle-minded student, the very 
phalanx of these synonyms is quite enough to deter him 
from the prosecution of his further studies in that noble 
language. For who will have patience enough to study 
a language which contains no less than Uio names or 
words meaning the sun, 104 meaning the moon, K7 
meaning the eaitli, ii.j meaning water, 74 meaning 
fire, 4"» meaning the horse, JM) meaning a male elephant, 
•i meaning a female elephant, JW meaning the cow ; 
43 names of \  is'linu, (not to speak of his thousand names 
or a ttr ibutes mentioned iu the 'Vishnu Sahasranama) 
1 li!> names of Shiva, (independent of liis thousand names 
mentioned in the Shiva J’urana), <S0 names of Indra, and 
so forth.

Now any person of common intelligence would a t  once 
perceive from such a large number of words apjHireiitly 
conveying in each case, and to all intents and purposes, 
precisely the same idea, that, if analysed, a large numhet' 
of them could not be otherwise than mere epithets or 
attributes, disclosing at  the same time, many qualities, 
virtues, or other incidental circumstances, inseparably 
associated with those ideas or objects. To illustrate this, 
1 shall first begin with the name of ( !od— the Supreme 
Being; then those of the divinities, or chief gods and 
goddesses of the Aryan mythology, and a t  last those of 
o ther common objects which fall under the cognizanco 
of our senses.

Vyuhriti .
I and my learned friend, Itao Bahadur (iopalrao Ilari 

Deshmukh, have already explained a t  some length the 
monosyllabic Om as expressive of the name of the Supreme 
Being, used at the commencement of every holy prayer 
ol the Brahmans (r«/<- Theosophist Nos. •">, N). ] shall now
begin here with the holy Vyahriti, which immediately 
follows the l ’ranava or Onkara in the recitation of the 
Vedic mantras and prayers by the Brahmana priests. It 
points more to the idea of the loriix or space co-incident 
with the Supreme Spirit, rather than to the circum-in- 
cumhent spirit himself. Both being co-eval and co-exis­
tent, the two ideas can never be so separated a.s to form 
a distinct duality. Hence, the Vyahriti is the necessary 
concomitant of the J’raiiava. Blmr Bliuvar Swar is the 
vocal form of the Vyahriti, anil the necessary appendix 
to the Onkara. It consists of three syllables— Bliur, 
Bliuvar, Swar. which point respectively to the three regions 
of the whole universe, viz., the lower, the middle, and 
the upper;  the three forming th e . t r ip le  universe, one 
within the other, aud each extending its influence all 
around, though in different degrees. These three regions 
are occupied by the Great Spirit, Brahma, under its now  
I’auranika and adorable name Vasmleva or Vishnu,

Thr iiuiiii's o f  I isltini,

VikIi i iv .— This name is derived from the root Vi's to 
pervade with the affix nu, meaning all-pervading— the 
all-pervading spirit. In the course of time as the exi­
gency of the human mind required a more tangible form 
of contemplation and worship, the mere abstract idea of 
the all-pervading spirit wa.s personified into the tangible 
form of a benign and omnipotent god with four hands, 
each holding iu it a symbol denotative of his power and 
attributes. In one hand he holds his f/iunthn or conch, 
by the blowing of which he is supposed to announce to 
the whole world tha t  lie is tbe creator and preserver of 
all. In the other he holds his c h c t iu  or wheel or discus, 
symbolic of the  revolution of time, and the  cycles of nil



the sublunary events; nr tin: various dispensations of 
Providence. Iu tbe third band lie bolds bis ymla  or 
mace or club, •jiving thereby the whole world to under­
stand that he is the chastiser of tin) wicked and tho 
evil-doers ; anti tha t by its blows lie is able to |>ut down 
all the arrogance anil pride of tbe world. In the fourth 
hand he a t  last exhibits his J'ttthmi or lotus (lower, not 
only to appease and tranqnilize the mind ofliis worshi|i]iers, 
and the virtuous, but to rejoice and gladden (heir hearts 
by his assurance tha t  lie will keep them as IVesh and 
delightful as the (lower itself which lie holds in his band. 
This is the true and philosophic meaning involved in 
the  original conception of (he form of Vishnu with his 
four hands holding (bur symbols, as represented in the 
H indu jmnthcon.

I shall now represent another form of Vishnu recom­
mended to all the Vaishnavas in their D hyana Puja of 
tha t  deity. I t  is cnitomized in ono shloka which is in 
tbe  m outh of every Vaishnava. I t  is as follows:—

faMfvrtf «r^T w p n t fH N  ||

^  ||
Translation of the above.

“ I salute Vishnu who is o f  peaceful form ; who lies 
down on th a t  great serpent ; whose navel is lo tus; who 
is the Lon I of the gods ; who supports the universe ; who 
resembles the sky ; whose colour is that of (he c loud; 
whoso body is beau tifu l ; who is the favorite of l.iikshmi ; 
whose eyes resemble the lotus; who is apprehensible iu 
meditation by the Yogis; who is the remover of the least 
a ttending the present stale of existence ; and w ho is the 
only Lord of all the worlds.”

Vishnu, the Supreme Spirit, is here represented as peace­
ful or tranquil, without motions or perturbations. The great 
serpent is here understood to be the Ananta-—a name 
which ctyniologically means infinity— the great Spi­
rit dwelling in infinity, Lotus is symbolical of the 
creative power of the (Ireat S p ir i t ;  ami that power 
inheres iu him. The Lord of the gods, and the 
supporter of the universe, aro a ttr ibu tes  too plain to require 
uny explanation. I.ukshmi is the goddess of beauty and 
prosperity— the splendour of the whole universe, and the 
original conception of Vishnu as the favorite or IiiisIkiihI 
of that goddess could mean no more thau (lie (act tha t 
all the beauty and splendour of the universe proceed 
from him and are his. The other attributes, in fact all 
the attributes which are ascribcd to Vishnu, are more 
applicable to him as tho representative of the Saguna, 
(invested with a ttributes and property,) ra ther than of 
the Nirgima, (without attributes) lirahma. And, though 
the explanation ottered heroin may rightly be considered 
as forced and far-fetched when applied to l irahm a— U n i­
versal Spirit represented by Vishnu,— yet the original con­
ception of the forms and personages which are usually 
ascribed to him and other divinities of the H indu  p an ­
theon, can hardly be considered as altogether devoid ol 
any deep and philosophical meaning, for (heir very prc- 
posterousnoss is hardly consistent and in harmony 
with the well-known wisdom and philosophic mind of 
the old Aryans, which gave birth to such original ideas.

l iu t  let it not lor a moment be understood from my 
great inclination, as it m ight be thought, to philo­
sophise such poetical ideas, that I am iu any way blind 
to the great harm done by them to the development of 
right and correct understanding in the subsequent gene­
rations of the Hindus. Nay, on (lie contrary, 1 fully 
believe that such representations of the gods aud goddesses 
of the Hindu mythology have furthered and cncouragcd 
the present idle and, in some respects, gross system of 
H indu idolatry aud superstitions.

JJombay, Dtli June, 1 !SN0.

(Tu be continual.)

T I I K  I VO 111) Ob' H O N O U R .

.1 S l iu l i /  J  rant th e  C t t l l im  i J  I lw  iJcutl.

IIV N I I ' ( II ,AS J ,VICSKOI' ,*

It llio following narrat ivo does nut. appear in I lie menioiis 
of the renowned, “ St. Petersburg J)oeiinieron,”+ it is only 
because circumstances prevented me from taking advan­
tage ol tlii1 amiable invitation of the gentleman, in whose 
house the narratives, subsequently printed under this head­
ing, were til's* made public, liut now, when the cultlis 
of tho dead” is followed by so many, I do not see why 1 
should not also oiler my mile to the “ ] Jooameron.”

My narrative— brief and truthful, as the feelings of 
friendship ■which bound me years ago to the ghost— differs 
from some of (hose given in (In; “ Decameron” only in 
this, tha t I put no mask, but give the true names of the 
still living personages, nicmhci’s of our literary circle, w ho, 
whether directly or indirectly, Ibund themselves connected 
with an event, which remained as strange and mysterious 
for me now, as it was when it took place. *

In view' ot (he very reasonable ilifliilence shown in (lie
so-called “ supernatural” plioi...... it appears to me of
the utmost importance tha t the narrator of all such stories 
should ncvei conceal himself. Thus, both the public and 
the critics would have a hold o ra  defendant whom they 
could always have the means of judging with all the 
severity of a critical exigency,

I he event', I am about to speak of, concerns personally 
bu t  myself ami a lute friend, once a great favourite in our 
literary circles— A rthu r  Lenny ; he it was of whom Tolhiu 
(another departed writer) used to say, that ho had found 
out lor a certainty, that lie was a disguised young Lnglish 
lady. In the prologue of the story there was, besides that, 
another personage as well known, the w riter I ). V. Avcr- 
kiet, who, I am sure, will forgive me lor mentioning his 
name in connection with this story.

I t  was in St. Petersburg during the memorable winter 
when the political exile, V. .1. Kolsiei; haying returned 
secretly to Moscow, A r th u r  Lenny was charged of bavin" 
sheltered and concealed him from the police,

lienny and 1 worked a t  that time on tin; journal *• The 
Northern lice,” ( Srrrnttn/a j ’lilttj/ht). We were both 
young and great friends, visiting each other every day, and 
trying to ho always together. Once-, :is I hud to change 
my lodgings, to get nearer to onr oilice, I found very easily 
•rooms to suit me. As to lienny he had the greatest diffi­
culty of securing a place suitable to his taste and habits. 
He had a mania for tin- largest rooms In: could find, and 
such lodgings are very seldom procurable for bachelors. 
Having passed several days in vain search, one evening, 
ju s t  as I was at my dinner, he rushed into my lo o m s  with 
a cry of triumph, explaining tha t h« had found an elegant 
suit of (luce rooms, had secured them, aud already dis­
patched his servant with his household goods and library, 
l i e  wanted me to follow' him immediately ou the premises 
anil help him to unpack his b o o k s , adding that our 
friend, 1). V. Avcrkiet, was there already. The latter in ­
ducement made me follow* him as soon as my dinner was 
over. It must have been, therefore, about six p.m.

* * * * #

*  A u t h o r  u f  t h e  “ O n  t i n ;  l i o n k ’ r l i i m l  , , f  i l „ : W i,i M  ; "  ,,| ■ ' l . i i i n ; l i l c r  a m i  
S t . r n i w , "  i - l i ’ . T I i l ’ I n t o t  n o v e l ,  in  II , , -  „ l , . i | . i .  , , f  , - i i i lol . i i i ; ; r»"| i l i y  o f  a  
l i i i . - x in i .  n i ' l i l i ’ Hi.’ i i i ,  i.t a  in .  r i i l r . - s  . -ni ! i ' i !  . l i i r . - h . l  . . - M i i . - i  i l u -  t t - i r m U h i K
t u r n  . i f  t l i u  I ! < i \ e i ' i i i i i i ' i i l  . l i n  i n g  t h u  n  i - n  u f  t i n ...............- N k i . In n , : m< l  n U , ,
a - j a i l i s t  u l n i s u *  1 Kji ]*< t I . 11 < 'I i l l  m i r  |,i r - i  ii t i l . n . ,  ' I ’ ll, , l ii ' i . i .  ,,11 i i n -i i^ |k .c-1 iiil^
l  l i a r a i t e r ,  is  In.T-’ cC’ l l l c i l  . In I  i l l "  lit - \i ln . l i :  l i f i -  m it l i  t l i u  f l k- m i- l i i | >  III . 1  i l . - . i ^ e  
ill; , ' a m i  I i l l l l i i l i u u s  yoi l l i j , -  o l l n e r  u f  11.«: n-l . li  Im-i  n: n f  t i l l '  S I  I ' l ’ l i  l <1 .U| '4
■M-'i-rrt j m l i i u  1 ‘ i m l i i i -  ik i  o | , | „ u l i m i t  i i - t u  i l i - t i n - u i - l i  l i i n i - i l f  n m l  U r n s  
o b t a i n  |I| | . m i l l i o n ,  t il l - ,  f i ' i n i u l ”  i n - n a n -  I l ie  I n n ,  l e a v e *  i n  Iii., m o m  f u r .  
I i i i l i k n  b n n k *  o f  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i l i a n u l e r ,  |m.---e- l i i m  i ll l o r  a | i o l i | i , n l  
i » i ; * p i i a t o r ,  i i n c - t s  h i m  n m l  - j e t *  r r n n n l r i l  T l i o  n n l i l i n i a n  t i m i l l v  .-.nu- 
i n i n l i s  - t l i e  v i c t i m  o f  a  j . u l i i  i a r y  m i - l a l ; e  in  1>7" .  I> n i - i i i "  t i n '  1 1 1 1 10 1 1 3  a m i  
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The elegant suit of rooms were iieai f lic Stone Bridge. 
When wo filtered it, Averkief was already there, waiting 
lor lJeiiny. TIk* apartm ent consisted, as lie Iind told me, 
of tlirei; very large rooms, nearly all dark at tliat time, 
tlie hall Alone, where too tlie servant was busy unpacking, 
being lighted, as well as tho farthest room, in which, 
stretched upon a sofa, Averkief was reading at the light of 
one candle. Disorder was reigning everywhere as is usual 
in such cases, especially in the  middle room in which 
heaped in confusion stood portable shelves, book-eases and 
library ladders, and booksand nianiiseri]tts were scattered 
everywhere. As soon as wc had arrived, Benny gave orders 
for tea, and himself began busying himself with the arrange­
ment of his books, while Averkief. after exchanging a few 
words, returned once more to his reading. A t first, I tried 
to help Benny in arranging his library, but got very soon 
tired, nnd threw myself into a large arm-chair. The 
s e r v a n t ,  after bringing the tea, retired into the hall, from 
whence we heard issuing in a few moments a tremendous 
snorin"' which nobodv thought of interrupting. i\l. A ver­
kief kept on reading while I sat silently musing. Benny 
alone, wa.s diligently sorting his volumes. As collectors 
of books will often do, before placing a. work upon t lie 
shelf, he would sometimes open and peruse it unconscious­
ly to himself, read loudly a passage or two, think over it, 
and then read again, without caring whether any one lis­
tened to him or n o t .  Such was liis constant habit. Thus 
after a verse or t wo from the Bible in Knglish, he would 
pick up a volume ot Uoete o r  Heine, and read from them 
in German, jumping from it to the poet he most favoured, 
Loii"fellow. Having discussed the meiits and demerits of 
the Patriarch Jacob ; meditated upon the inconceivable 
hallucination of Joshua, the son of Nun, in relation to 
the sun, and dusted O o e te  and Heine, Benny finally 
gave himself up entirely to the recitation of the favorite 
poem of his favorite Longfellow— the poet who handles 
with such delicacy and at the same time firmness of touch
all tho unsolved problems ol life..........

I  cannot well recall now. bow we began ;i conversation 
very unusual to both of us. We discussed about the uni­
versal it,y of the belief in a future life and its possibility, 
now so "variedly conceived and explained by the presenti­
m e n t  of mortals. Such a subject is, as all know, fine of 
extraordinary elasticity and attraction, especially when it 
is taken in hand by persons who rcipiire no n )>riori de ­
ductions and conclusions. And Benny and I were just 
such men : none of us felt ashamed of liis faith in tha t  his 
“ real self will escape decay and run away from death,” and 
at the same time we never allowed ourselves to be carried 
away with the painful and hitherto, ever useless efforts of 
“ solving the u n s o l vahle.

As 1 well remember the conversation led us to speak 
of Miss Catherine Crowe's work “ The N igh t Side of N a ­
ture,” in which, tho authoress collated with evident con­
scientiousness such a number of authenticated events and 
stories, where to all appearance, intelligent forces make 
themselves felt to men, thus manifesting their existence, 
sometimes their desires, and showing their predisposition 
towards the living.

In  those da vs, I had not lead the book myself, aud 
therefore, listened to Benny— who h;id a wonderful me­
mory, added to a remarkable gift, of elocution— wit h great 
pleasure. It would seem that wo had been talking in our 
half dark comer , very long : for at tho time of a remark, 
which brought our conversation abruptly to a close, it was 
very late. It so happened that Benny in answer to a 
doubt expressed by myself as to the possibility of t.he ob­
jective manifestations of spiritual incorporeal beings to 
man, confessed in his turn tha t he had also similar doubts. 
But that, so many had testified to and believed in it, that 
it  became hard to deny the fact against the face of such 
a i l  evidence.

“ Events are told of friends,” he went on, “ who intently 
bent upon the same question ami, to test it personally,hail 
exchanged pledge of honours to verify it. Ho who would 
bo tho first to leave life iu this body— if there bo any 
yt-her life worthy of tho name— was to direct all his efforts

at the first moment of the return of consciousness to come 
back and thus testify to the fact to those who had sur­
vived him.” And, he added, “ as we are now three in 
the room, and that, it is more than likely that one of us 
will become a corpse earlier than  the two others who will 
thus remain witnesses to this conversation, I offer you a 
covenant, gentlemen. Let us swear mutually on our honour, 
that lie, among us, who will die the fii-st, will use every 
endeavour possible, under the conditions of that life of 
which we are ignorant, to send a message of the event 
•to the other two. Do you accept ? As 1 start, the idea, I 
am the first to pledge liiv word to you for it most solemnly.” 

“ In what shape, do you mean to return. Benny ? You 
must not frighten us too much,” I remarked laughing. 
“ Oh, no, why should I ! lie answered with a merry laugh,
“ I will do it thus : I ....................” *

lint, at this moment, D. V. Averkief nervously shouted 
from his sofa : “ Do you mean to keep on long with this 
nonsense ! "Von have unstrung all my nerves, and bothered 
me quite long enough with it, 1 believe i ’’ . . . ,

We tried to turn the whole into a joke, but Averkief, 
protesting with a great determination, declared that if we 
did not change our subject, he would immediately go 
home, the more so as it was getting  very late.

As it, was far after midnight, the unwelcome subject 
was dropped : and, very soon we both took leave of Bennv 
and left the house together. As far as I remember, Aver­
kief and I parted near th e  Bridge, without one word more 
saiil ol it. But, he must, well remember this little cir­
cumstance. as, at our next meeting he reproved Benny and 
myself for such conversation. H e  was at, the time very
nervous and unwell, and wc both tried to excuse ourselves. 
Ami here ends the first net, ol the drama. The interval 
betw'cen this and the following was very, very long, and 
pregnant with events for Benny. The poor young man 
had more than his share of suffering for his noble-minded 
nature and love to humanity ; he suffered want and pri­
vations, had to struggle hard and even found himself in
prison, until exiled from Bussia, he found himself finally 
among the ranks of the Garibaldians.

His exile, conjointly with another drama which shatter­
ed his life, forced him to isolate himself from anything 
that reminded him of it. W hen Benny was sent out of 
the country with an aimed escort, 1 was at Kief, visiting 
friends ; I had bidden him good bye, ami parted from him 
in his prison, two mouths before his departure, and since 
then he bad lost all sight of him. I had heard upon one 
occasion that he was upon the Saliirilm/ J ’criur staff; 
and that, inteiesting articles, written by him about Bussia, 
were at one time expected, from this quarter ; bu t hardly 
had anything of the kind appeared. This connection 
was, however, discontinued and all remembrance of him 
was lost even in our literary circles. ■

As far as 1 can collect my remembrances, neither our 
conveisafioii, on that night,, nor his “ word of honour'’ to 
send to me a message from the “ world .of the unknown” 
ever recurred to me again. The event was entirely obli­
terated from my memory. And, when it returned to mu 
again, it was with such a freshness ami reality that to this 
d ay ,J  have my doubts, whether my memory wa.s not as­
sisted in this case by one, who had ju s t  received tha t hour, 
another appellation in another world.

What 1 am about, to relate, may seem very trifling, and 
I am ready to submit to criticism with all humility ; I 
would ask but one th ing of the public though, namely, to 
understand that the little I do say, i s — positive truth, as 
neither seriously, nor jokingly would I permit myself to in­
vent s t o r i e s ,  taking for my hero, a deceased friend known 
to many, and th a t  too, without any object or purpose.

The interval between the two acts had been in my case 
also memorable ; J, too, had been— to use an expression of 
Obloinof—“ handled by life and it  hail left me bu t little 
time for mysticism ; all of which did not prevent the 
following.

I wa.s living then, at St. Petersburg, a t the corner of Tau- 
ridian Carden, house No. (>2. My library windows, on the 
th ird  lloor, w e re  s i tu a te d  to w a rd s  t h a t  g a d re n , w h ich  lia 'J



not lost tlion iis it has now, its Military beauty and fresh­
ness. Instead of an orchestra playing there, as in our days, 
Sachtu/al-I'olktt, real, silvery-tuned, strong-voiced nor­
thern nightingales sing there a t n ights— and to them I 
used to listen with delight in my idle hours.

On one of such evenings, after having in turn sat a t  the 
window, and walked about the room, I finally settled at 
my writing-table and worked till midnight. In those 
days I wa.s disagreeably occupied with fighting out a law­
suit with the journal / .a n a ,  which had confiscated during 
the term of two years, the whole time of the trial, my 
novel, the *■ Soborcaney,” and thus, instead of rest I forced 
ii]ioii myself a far more inconvenient work. * * *

* * * * • # # # * *

Il 1 mention this at all, it is not to remind the public 
of personal matters which can interest bu t  myself, but 
with the determined object of showing that there was 
nothing then, in my mental state, which could have pre­
disposed me either to mystical rtverir or hallucinations ; 
but (piite the contrary. I was utterly  plunged into the 
prose and mire of daily life, with which I had to struggle, 
th inking of no one far away, b u t  deeply engrossed in s tem ­
ming the opposing torrent and militating against the 
charges of those very near me a t  tha t time.

It is in such a state th a t  1, tired out mentally and phy­
sically, went to bed at about one o’clock, a.m., after pull­
ing down the heavy draperies of the windows and putting 
out my student’s lamp. The solitary street wa.s ipiite still 
and everything ijuiet, the night was fresh aud through 
the  opened window' the songs of the nightingales reached 
me as usual. I went to sleep immediately— sleeping for 
a  long while dreamless, heavy sleep, until 1 suddenly 
found mysell in the middle of a battle-field. I had never 
seen battles, hut what 1 now witnessed was in a most ex­
traordinary way, real and life-like. W h a t  struck me the 
most, was a smoky darkness, and m nning  along it, a 
stream of red-bluish tlashcs of tire, mingling somewhere 
afar, with a blue and golden horizon, which had nothing 
of the Kussiau sky in it, and somebody falling. . . . One 
or many men— I could not say, bu t  some one, whom I
well knew, had been struck down.............  I awoke with
a start, and found myself s i tting  on my bet I, and . . . .  
now heard distinctly terrific bombardment, while in my 
mind, without any apparent cause for it, arose as real a.s 
life the image of A rth u r  Benny and a voice inside me 
pronounced with the u tterm ost distinct ness, his pledgi—  
“ the word of honour’’— to warn me of his dcalli. Why, 
and how, it has thus happened . . 1 know not
and at tha t  time, I understood it less even than I do 
now. Isn’t it perfectly immaterial whether 1 have to 
attribute  it to a coincidence, an association ol ideas, or 
the hallucination of a tired-out brain, once that it did so 
happen { I am ready to accept the explanation either 
way.

As it  wns nearly daylight then, 1 arose, and getting 
dressed, went down into tbe garden, having again forgot­
ten all about my “ nocturnal vision." 1 worked for an hour 
at my writing desk, and then left my rooms to go  to 
Bazounof’s Publishing Office. At the first corner of the 
street, I met 1*. S. Cussof,* who was driving in a dmtjli, 
and who upon perceiving me, made a sign to stop.

“ Diil you hear the news," he asked me, shaking hands.
At this very instant I  fe l t  that 1 i lid h iow  ihn iwirx and. 

mechanically, before realizing even what I did, I answered 
— A rthur Denny is dead (

Yes ; the news is ju s t  received : he was wounded at 
Mentane, and died from hemorrhage. But. bow could you 
know ? who told you V

I scarcely remember my answer to the  empiiry ; but 
what I strongly realized wa.s my own astonishment at 
knowing the news without, being told of it by any one. 
And to the present day it is as great a puzzle to me

as ever ; how could I  have known of my friend's death ? 
Yes ; it must be a coincidence, an association of it leas, 
the hallucination of an overworked brain,— anything you 
like,— I am open to any of these theories, though I do not 
understand them clearly.

For sonic time I was greatly impressed by the event, 
and 1 unbosomed mysell to several friends, among others 
to A. N. Aksakof ; and then, I again forgot all about it 
and never remembered till last year when we got a sud­
den fancy of “ turning over" from one side to the other 
our dead ones. And now, shall it make ms any livelier {

( 'arslbad, Ju n e  Hi, 1N7!>.

.1 S T U D Y  I X  Y E H F/T A n T AX lS M  :

J lK IN i :  AN i :X I* i : iU M K N T  MAU K 11V t u t .  K t ’f iK X K  lU l. l 'IN 'O K U, 

OK 11 Al. I.K,  t iK H M A N V ,  t l o N  JIIM SKI.K.

Ti'iilitlufi tl friiht tftc hy .1/. J*. JI(//hl'ool', .1/./).

I t  is only very recently that we have had discussions upon 
the subject of vegetarianism. Medical men have usually 
taken sides against it. For this reason it may perhaps 
be interesting to a large number of persons, if 1, who 
have experimented upon myself for a considerable length 
of time with this method of living, should give the results 
at which 1 have arrived. Formerly, 1 naturally shared 
with all other physicians the universal prejudice against 
a llcsliless diet, believing that it hail an effect to weaken 
the physical anil intellectual powers anil the capacity to 
endure ; and that it robbed life of most ot its gustatory 
enjoyments.

By way of preface I may state that a long personal 
ac(|iiaintnncc with a young vegetarian of cheerful disposi­
tion, in whose case I found none ot the evil results T 
had looked for, gradually brought me to a jiositioii where 
1 was able to lay aside my prejudices ; and, furthermore, 
a desire was awakened lo investigate the effects <>t this 
proscribed method of living in a scientific manner, by 
experiments made upon myself. And, being in a con­
dition of perfect health, I hoped to be able to make n 
careful objective study.

In the tilist place, in spite of my unconi|uerable pre­
judice against the medical literature of the  laity, I lead 
the writings on vegetarianism of l lahn , Baltzcr, Yon 
Seefe.ltl, and others. To my great sur|>rise, I found tlie.si? 
works to bt) ot the highest interest. They opened my 
mind to perceive a m ulti tude  of causes of disease, con­
cerning which a physician's knowledge is sadly deficient, 
for they showed me tha t  improper eating and drinking’ 
were among the principal causes of disease anil death iu 
society. An old French proverb says, that “ One-half 
ot Paris dies li'om dining, the other half from supping.”

A.s to what is best in the way of eating and drinking 
physicians, as a rule, are (|iiite as ignorant as non-medica, 
men ; and, indeed, their  opinions upon these points are 
based upon what has been customary among fhe people 
li'om time immemorial. This is perfectly natural, since 
science, when it treads upon the domain of dietetics, has 
no certain foundation under its feet, anti even up to the  
present time, only the chemical, and, therefore, one-sided 
and untenable view has been given. Virchow wa.s honest 
enough to confess this, since, in his lecture on food and 
diet, lie says : “ A strictly scientific system of diet has 
been hitherto impossible : and it is, in fact, astonishing, 
tha t alter so many thousands of years, neither experience 
lior science, a.s one would think, is able to bring this, first 
of all i|ucstions in which Ihe interests of humanity  are 
concerned, to a proper solution.’’ Also, Prof. Voit, asjiecial 
investigator in this department, in his most recent publi­
cation, declares tha t “ W hat, and how much, a man, under 
all the varying circumstances of his life, re<|iiirc.s for 
his sustenance, should we, lirst. of all, truly know ; and 
yet. is our knowledge herein, alas ' very meagre, and not
;it a ll c o m m e n su ra te  w ith  th e  im p o rta n c e  ot fh e  su b je c t.”



According to th is  s ta tem ent it is not difficult to under­
stand how llm present, theories of diet, have been in­
fluenced hy custom, and why a flesh diet has been glori­
fied as the self-evident and indispensable means of nou­
rishment. Hang indeed, Prof. Bock in bis time, in the 
Garten Lav.hr, that flesh food increases the  poetic fancy, 
nnd so lu1 recommended to the Silesians to eat, roast, beef 
instead of potatoes. And so Prof. Molescholf, a no less 
powerful champion nf a flesh diet, says in his lootiires: 
“ To every meal belongs moat.”

On the other hand, writers on vegetarianism have 
shown me by proofs drawn from the book of nature that 
the eating of meat is merely an act pi i red habit, and it 
needs but l i t t le  consideration to discover th a t  i t  may lie 
wholly dispensed with, or that. it. is a food wasteful of 
the  strength and v i g o r .  And if is not to he denied, cer­
tainly, that about ‘(00,000,000 Buddhists in India, China, 
and Japan, live almost exclusively w ithout animal food, 
and are not on tha t account any the less strong and robust, 
and these reach for tin.* most part a verv advanced age. 
So is it indeed also a fact that Ihe rural population of 
nearly every civilized country, from the earliest times, 
though perhaps not from choice, have been more or less 
vegetarians. Nevertheless, they have been the most healthy 
pe o p le ; as, for example, the  higher class of Italian 
laborers, who perform the  most arduous duties. And 
who will deny that the possibility of obtaining our nou­
rishment, from sources which shall make the shedding 
of blood unnecessary would be gratifying to the humane 
and moral sense I So is it. also well known th a t  in all 
ages various persons— philosophers and poets, among the 
ancients, Pythagoras, Plato, and Plutarch ; and in more 
recent, times, Shelley, Leibnitz, Newton, and others, have, 
from esthetic considerations, for a considerable portion 
of their  lives at least, eschewed animal food, nevertheless 
they have been the most, beautiful examples of tho in­
tellectual life of our time.

In spite of these facts, which, a t all events, are well 
worth considering, I was somewhat doubtful as to whether 
a fleshless diet would he suitable for us who, for genera­
tions, have been accustomed to the use of animal food ; 
nnd as to whether, on account of climatic conditions, we 
could employ it without injury. In older to arrive a t  
an independent, opinion on th is  subject, I hold that an 
extended practical investigation by actual experiment, 
in this manner of living, is indispensable. Alas! that 
so manv, both professionals and non-professionals, speak 
and write against vegetarianism according to received 
prejudices, without having made any such experiment. 
A person accustomed to meat, who occasionally makes 
a dinner of pan-cakes and salad, cannot appreciate the 
value of vegetarianism, and is not. therefore, justified iu 
speaking to its prejudice. In this way only a distorted 
judgment, can originate ; just, as one school of medicine 
forms an opinion adverse to another school, upon what, 
is merely hearsay evidence. The vegetarian experiment 
demands, indeed, from men of culture in modern times, 
some self-sacrifice, and the moral courage necessary to 
liberate themselves from the popular opinions of the day, 
for the sake of truth. Nor must they be afraid of ridicule. 
For myself, the  experiment had few difficulties, since I 
had already made the foundations of modern hygienic 
science my own. So had I accustomed myself before­
hand to th ink  of beer, wine, coffee, and similar means of 
excitement as things seldom to he indulged in. I thought 
that, smoking was to be avoided, as an unnecessary filling 
of the lungs with soot ; and that, pure fresh air was to 
be considered most important,, as a means of nourishment 
by day and by night, together with much more th a t  was 
essential.

The experiment, now became to me an easy one, for, 
in addition, I had for a long time previously been accus­
tomed to'cat. (iraham bread, one of the principal articles 
of a vegetarian dietary. Thus prepared, I ventured to 
make the experiment scientifically, and resolved that, 
for the period of one year, beginning January  1, 1870
I. would abstain wholly from animal food in every form.

Since I was vigorous, well-nourished, somewhat inclined 
indeed to corpulency, anil temperate withal, I hoped to 
be able to venture a good deal. My food consisted now 
of uncooked milk and bread, of soups of all kinds with­
out meat, but with bu tte r  only, wheat, corn, rice, anil 
Ihe like ; of the many varieties of vegetables, as of fmits 
of every kind. To my great astonishment, a vegeta­
rian table offered, without roast beef or steak, a mure 
than abundant, variety. This is shown indeed by the 
large cook-books of Von Theodore Halm, Von Ottilic 
Ebmeycr, and others, which contain over 1,200 recipes 
for the preparation of purely vegetable dishes. Since I 
entered upon this m anner of living, neither after eight, 
nor alter fourteen, nor after forty days, in spite of the 
most, extreme hard work, protracted walks, and the prac­
tice of niy profession, have I at any time become weary 
or felt fatigue ; but, on the contrary, have felt fresher, 
more enduring, and more capable of hard work. So I 
lost, the tears 1 had in the beginning as to whether nr 
not. 1 should obtain a sufficiency of albumen. Indeed, 
the longer I went on, the less d i d !  fear this, and I there­
fore soon discontinued the use of eggs, since it gradually 
came .about tha t  the  more simple the food, the better
1 liked it. But, in spite of Ibis change I could not per­
ceive the least diminution of my ]rowers of endurance. 
Indeed once, lor four weeks during the heat of summer, 
half out of curiosity, I  made trial of the cold food of the 
Swiss hcrd-maidens ol the  Alps, and during this time 
partook of no cooked food : and thus, at the same time, 
made a partial investigation of the question of abstinence 
from salt. Genuine (iraham bread, as it is well known, 
contains the  addition of no salt. Incredible as it may 
seem, it is nevertheless true, that during this time 1 was 
most lively, cheerful, and happy, and felt myself to he 
in all re speds  at. my best, and so was able to make in 
my own person a scientific experiment which completely 
disproves the popular dogma that, man cannot, exist 
without, salt. Whoever does not, hy discarding the skins 
and bran, remove from fruits and grains the mineral 
m atte r  which nature  has pu t  there, requires the addition 
of no salt to his food. This little episode is given only 
as un example of the way in which vegetarianism in many 
respects rectifies science, and besides teaches each one 
how to distinguish between the essential and the non­
essential requirements, and leads to the  most simple and 
natural way of living.

As for the  rest, I persevered in my experimental trial 
conscientiously, and during those ;M!f> days, for only three 
times, in the first ipiarter of the year, did I, from social 
considerations, make some slight, departures from my 
general way of living. A t this period, at a general fes­
tival, I made some concession for the  sake of society.

W ith  the  exception of the first, eight, days, during 
which lime I missed the  customary stimulation of flesh 
food, I enjoyed my repasts exceedingly. H unger was 
a most, excellent sauce, and I had indeed, as the experi­
ment progressed, a constantly improving sense of taste 
and smell. I rejoiced in the best, sleep, and there was 
a constant, undisturbed condition of good health. Cor­
poreally, I decreased somewhat in weight; I  weighed five 
kilogrammes less after the first six months. For moun­
tain climbing and pedestrian tours my capacity to endure 
was greatly increased, and to these active exercises, rather 
than to my fleshless diet, was my loss in weight, to he 
attributed. For during my year of experiment I was 
physically more active, and also more moderate in my 
eating and drinking than formerly. I soon observed that 
by this nnstimiilating manner of living the demand for 
spirituous liquors and similar means of excitement, de­
creased, and likewise th a t  I was completely satisfied on 
a much smaller quantity  of food than before on a mixed 
diet. This la tte r  observation was to me worthy of notice, 
since it  disproved the formerly cherished opinion that 
vegetarians had fo swallow’ an enormous quantity of food 
in order fo be properly nourished. Nothing can be more 
erroneous than  this idea, and it originates from another



mistaken opinion, namely, tlmt vegetarians are mere vege­
table nml grass eaters anil worshippers. Rightly regarded, 
however, the vegetarian takes vegetables ami salails only 
as additions to his loud, the  nutritious grains and fruits 
forming the basis of bis diet.

Just as unfounded is another objection which lias been 
raised against vegetable fo.nl on the side of science ; tha t 
is, th a t  vegetables are more difficult of digestion thau 
the llesh ol animals, and that, therefore, a smaller por­
tion ol it is digested. l ’erhaps many plants used for 
tood aro-more difficult of digestion, especially to weakened 
digestive organs;a.s, lor example, beans and peas cooked 
iu the ordinary way ; properly prepared, however, even 
these become easy of digestion, as is proved by the legu­
minous preparations.of Hartcnstein, well known as con­
sisting of finely-grounded beans, peas, and lentils. They 
have great celebrity, are easily digested, and s trengthen­
ing foods for invalids. On tin: other band, nature does 
not otl'er to man his food in a concentrated form. A 
food containing nothing b u t  pure nourishment would be 
like an atmosphere of pure oxygen, and would not con­
tribute to m an’s welfare. A flesh diet is somewhat ana­
logous to an atmosphere of pure oxygen, and wears out 
the body too rapidly. Vegetable food is, on the contrary, 
unexciting ; it has neither a chemical nor a stimulating 
effect upon tbe organs, nnd offers to the vegetarian the 
liot-to-bo-despiscd advantage, that he has not, a.s the 
flesh-eater— for example, the Englishman with his enor­
mous quantity  of pills, aperient waters, and such like— 
to battle  against habitual constipation.

During the latter part of my experimental year, 1 had 
a season of excessively hard labor, including much watch­
ing at night. In  spite of my abstinence from meat and 
wine, my strength did not desert me ; indeed 1 bore the 
severe trial cheerfully and with unbroken spirit.

To my discredit— tbe learned doctors will say ; and I
acknowledge it— in the course of my experiment, having
lieen convinced of the advantages of tho veffetarian m an ­© O
ner of living upon tbe side of dietetics, and also upon the 
side of esthetics, economy, aud morality, out. of a Saul I 
had become a Paul. I have since that time had no reason 
to change my views. My opinion agrees fully wilh that 
of llufcland, who, in his “ Art of Prolonging Life,” says : 
“ Man iu tin1 selection of his food always leans more towards 
the vegetable kingdom. Animal food is always more ex­
citing aud heating ; 011 the contrary, vegetables make a 
cool and mild blood. AVe also find that not tbe flesh- 
caters, but those who live upon vegetables, fruit, grains, 
and milk, attain  tbe greatest age.” Also Nienicver, of
l.eipsic, who a few years ago .spoke of vegetarians as being 
wonderfully healthy, iu his most recent, work, which con­
tains the kernel of the vegetarian theory, greets the IViends 
of a natural manner of living (vegetarians), as a coura­
geous minority, and as pioneers of a worthy rcfnim in 
society. Indeed, he pictures the children of vegetarians as 
models of a natural nourishment, and allows to the  adults 
the evidence of physical elasticity and endurance. From 
the fullest conviction, therefore, 1 give it  as my deliberate 
opinion th a t  vegetarianism is a justifiable reaction against 
Liebig’s albuminous theories of diet-, upon which the mo­
dern doctrine of meat-eating i.s built ; and th a t  it opposes 
and has a tendency to correct the pernicious theory every­
where prevalent, tha t meat and wine are tbe most s treng th ­
ening articles of diet ; and that, on this account alone it. 
deserves consideration and respect from science. More­
over, on account of its influence in the domain of national 
economy, is vegetarianism worthy of the attention of all 
who have the physical and moral welfare of the jieople at 
heart. To all the friends of man, therefore, is it to be per­
sonally recommendeil, and on every suitable opportunity a 
knowledge of vegetarianism should be imparted. Propa­
gation of these ideas among our people is indeed of very 
recent date. Each one must begin with himself, for each 
has his own special difficulty. Vegetarianism is, however, 
in its whole nature so true, that in later centuries there 
will certainly be a conflict in its favor.— ( 1 ‘hrm. Jaiir.)
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11V K .  Y K N K A T A  N A l t A S A V A ,  O F  1 IF .L L A U V .

U nder the title “ Soundings in the Ocean of Aryan 
Literature,” Mr. N ilakantha Chat re, 15. A., publishes veiy 
useful and interesting information from the celebrated 
work of Varfdiamihirn, called Bhrihat Samhita. I t  is the 
earnest desire of every one who wishes to get some insight 
into the ancient history of our country to see every mouth 
something from the  pen of our learned friend.

In his article appcar inga t  page 205 of the T i ik o s o I’HIsT, 
he presumes Bhrihat Sam hita  to have been written in the 
sixth century A. C. and gives two reasons. The first is 
th a t  the elaborate commentary of Pandit Utpala bears 
date XK.H of the era of Stilivahana, and the second is that 
Varfthamihira, the  author of the Samhita, quotes from 
the work of A ryabhatta  who, he says, was born in 470 
A. 0 . To support him iu his calculations, he gives ex­
tracts from the  works of Utpala  and Aryabhatta. The 
first extract shows that U tpala  wrote his commentary in 
the year HttO of “ the Era.” Mr. Nilakantha supposes 
th a t  the year is of the era of Siilivahana. I do not think 
that the authority, quoted by him, supports him iu such 
a supposition. The very name Utpala shows that he 
was a d o n d a  and not a Dravida, and, if so, he very pro­
bably resided beyond the  Yindhya mountains. If such 
be the case, it is fair to presume that, the era given by 
him is tha t of Vikramaditya. W hatever may be the 
era given by Utpala, it is quite plain that the date of 
his commentary helps us very little in fixing the time 
of the Samhita. All tha t  it  can show is that the work 
in question was not posterior to the year SNO (whether 
it be of the era of Yikrama or Salivahana).

The second reason, given by our friend, viz., tha t  Vnrfi- 
hamihira quotes from A ryabhatta  is one which can­
not be easily got over. I t  is quite clear from the second 
extract th a t  A ryabhatta  wa.s born in the year .'l,li2:i of 
Kali, corresponding to A.C. 521 and not to A.C. 470. 
In the “ sloka ” extracted, Aryabhatta says that sixty 
times sixty years plus twenty-three had elapsed from 
the beginning of the  Kaliyug up to the date of his birth. 
So, it is quite  evident th a t  he was born in A.C. 521. 
Here I must confess th a t  I am at a loss to know how 
Mr. Nilakantha, or Dr. Bliau Dajee got the figures 470. 
Laying aside the discrepancy of 51 years, we may safely 
assert th a t  A ryabhatta  flourished a t  the close of the 5th 
or beginning of the  sixth century. If  it be true as alleged by 
Mr. N ilakantha  th a t  Varahamihira quotes IVoiu Aryabhatta, 
we m ust accept th a t  Varahamihira flourished after Arya­
bhatta. We have, however, a reliable authority from 
which it appears th a t  the contrary is the fact. There is 
a work called Jyotirvidabharanam, written by Killidasa 
(the well-known Sanskrit poet) and dated the year .‘t.OCN 
of Kali. In the appendix to this work, the author says 
tha t he, and eight others, viz., Dhauwautari, Kshapanaka, 
Amara Sindia, Sanku, Bcbdahhatta, liha ta  Kharpara, 
Varahamihira, and Vararnchi were the nine gems of the 
court of Vikramaditya, tha t of them, Sanku and others 
were Pandits, some of them were poets, ami Varahamihira 
and others were as tronom ers; and that after writing the 
three poems, Raghuvansa, Kuuiiira Samhhava, and Me- 
ghaduta, and a treatise on Smritis, lie wrote Jyotervida- 
bharunam in the year ;i,00S of Kali. If this is t o  lie re­
lied on, it carries the  time of Varahamihira back t o

tbe beginning of the  Christian era. Then there arises 
very naturally a question which of the two calculations 
is correct. In point of authority both appear equally 
supported. I f  both are true, it is quite clear tha t  there 
lived at two different times two persons by the name of 
Varfihamihira, and tha t  one of them was a Pandit in
Vikram’s court, and the other was the author of Bhrihat
Samhita. Having no copy of this work with me, 1
beg that Mr. Nilakantha wiH iu a future issue of the T iiko-



s o p h i s t  furnish us witli extracts from t h e  Samhita, show­
ing tlie portions in which Aryabhatta 's work is quoted, 
together with such remarks as hear on the subject.

M Y S T E R I O U S  S T O N E - T H R O W I N G  A T  
P L U M  S T E A D .

Tlie residents on the western side of Maxey-road, Plnm- 
Htead, a t  the  upper end. have during the last, few days 
been alarmed by a singular bombardment of their  houses. 
Stones of large size have been showered upon them by 
some unknown hand at. the  rear of the premises, destroy­
ing the windows to such an extent that in ono house every 
pane of glass is broken. The inhabitants of Burrage-road, 
whose gardens meet those of the Maxey-road houses, have 
naturally been scandalised and vexed a t  the imputation. 
Nothing could be seen to justify a selection of the 
offending quarter, and the aid of twenty police-con- 
stables in plain clot lies was obtained, and they were hidden 
about the gardens anil houses, but, failed to discover the 
offender, and although the stone-throwing continued from 
about six till ten o’clock every evening, ifs origin was still 
a puzzle. Indeed, for a day or two, the  bombardment con­
tinued all through the day, and at intervals of five minutes 
smash went a pane of glass or the remains of one, and 
another large stone found its way into fhe parlour, bed­
room, or kitchen. No. 200 Maxey-road has been an especial 
mark for attacks, and suggests the interior of a house 
after a siege. It has been recently whitened at the back, 
to which may lie a ttr ibuted  its being made a mark of as­
sault l«v the assailants. Thebed-room  window is barricaded 
with boards and carpets, not to save it, for every pane of 
glass has gone, but for the protection of the inmates, one 
01 two of whom have been injured. The same destruction 
is to he seen in all the other rear rooms: even the project­
ing scullery, whose window taces the south, has come in for 
its share of the assault, proving that the catapult or en ­
gine used must stand somewhere in that direction, (iivat, 
stones lay about such as no hum an hand could have thrown 
(or any great distance, some weighing nearly a pound. Ac­
cording to latest information the stone-throwing continues, 
but a t  more uncertain periods. A elm; to the oflender has 
been obtained, and there is every reason to believe the 
unoffending inhabitants ot Burrage-road will be fully 
exonerated from any participation in the mischievous 
attack .— D aily  Chronicle.

T H E  M I N D  I S  M A T E R I A L .

The following difficulties, propounded by one of our 
correspondents, are offered for consideration and solution 
bv those who have studied or thought upon the subject.

“ In the T h k o s o J’HIST for April, was an article headed 
‘ The mind is material,’ which was based on the reasons 
tha t its faculties are thinking, judging, knowing, &c„ and 
they are affected by the  affection of the material body. 
This philosophy is perfectly true, but what, I want to know 
now is this— when the body is destroyed, the mind is also 
destroyed anil the immaterial soul is left to itself without 
having the powersthat wereattached to them ind . This s ta te  
of the soul is no better than nothing, because the qualities 
above enumerated are the only means by which it could 
feel, know, think, &c. How does it, then suffer the conse­
quences of good or bad actions it, has done during the life­
time and what, becomes of it, and what is it (

There is another question. The ghosts are nothing but 
departed souls; it has been proved in your journal else­
where tha t  they perform acts ju s t  like living beings ; they 
u tter  articulate sounds, express fear and all kinds of 
faculties th a t  the mind possesses; how do they possess 
these faculties if the mind is destroyed with the  hotly !

I am sure th a t  the mind is material, because it is affected 
by bodily sicknesses and diseases. Besides in the state of 
sound sleep, it  feels nothing excepting when dreaming, 
aud hence it, is dedticible that the soul is also material 
and th a t  after death there remains nothing.”

T H E  S P I R I T U A L  C O M M A N D M E N T S .

AVe commend to our readers a little book, published 
under the auspices of the Samadarshi Sabha, Lahore, 
under the above title. The principles and rules of con­
duct are clearly and carefully announced, and a thought­
ful reading of them will prove a powerful auxiliary to 
efforts for righteousness. We give them below and are 
sure that, they will be read by all with interest and profit.

I.— Thou sh.'ilt search for Truth in eveiy department of
being— test, prove, and try if what thou deemest is Truth 
and accept it as the H o n /  of God. .

I I .— Thou shalt continue the search for Truth all thy 
life, and never cease to test, prove and try all th a t  thou 
deemest to be truth.

I I I .— Thou shalt, search by every attainable means, for 
the laws that underlie all life and being ; thou shalt strive 
to compiehend these laws, live in harmony with them, anil 
make them  the laws of thine own life, thy rule and guide 
in all thine actions.

IV.— Thou shalt not follow the  example of any man in­
set, of men, nor obey anv teaching or accept of any theory 
as thy rule of life, th a t  is not in strict accordance with thy 
highest sense of right.

V.— Thou shalt remember th a t  a icroia/ done to the least 
of thy fellow-creatures is a wrong done to all ; and thou 
shalt never commit a wrong wilfully and consciously to any 
of thy fcllow-men, nor connive at wrong done by others 
without striving to prevent or protesting against it.

VI.— Thou shalt acknowledge all m en’s riyhts  to do, 
think or speak, to be exactly equal to thine own : and all 
r ight whatsoever that, thou dost demand, thou shalt, ever 
accord to others.

VII.— Thou shalt not hold thyself bound to h, re or associ­
ate with those that, are distasteful or repulsive fo thee, but 
thou shalt, be held bound to treat such objects of dislike 
with gentleness, courtesy and justice  ; and never suffer 
thy an tipathies to make thee ungentle or unjust to any 
livinu creature*.©

V III .— Thou shalt ever regard the rights, interests, and 
welfare of the  many as superior to those of tlie one or tlic 
few, and in cases where thy welfare or that of thy friend 
is to be balanced against tha t  of society, thou shalt sacrifice 
thyself  or friend to the  welfare of the many.

IX .— Thou shalt, he obedient to the 1av'» of the land in 
which thou dost reside, in all things which do not conflict 
w ith thy  h ighest sense of right.

X.— Thy fii'st and last du ty  upon earth, and all through 
thv life, shall be to seek for the principles o( riijht, and to 
live them  out to the utmost of thy power and whatever 
creed, prcccpt or example conflicts with those principles, 
thou shalt shun and reject, ever remembering that the laws 
of right are— in morals, Justice;  in science, H a r m o n y ; in 
religion, The Fatherhood oj God, The lirothrrhootl o f  Alan, 
the immortality o f  the hum an  .*on1, and compensidion and 
retribution for the yood or evil done on earth.

T u x  IllMjKS OK l i l t ! J I T .

I.—  Temperance  in all things, whether physical, mental, 
afl'ectional or religious.

I I .— Justice to all creatures th a t  be—justice being the 
exercise of precisely the  same rules of life, conduct, 
thought or speech th a t  we would desire to receive from 
others.

I II .— <7entlene*fi in speech and act— never needlessly 
wounding the  feelings of others by harsh words or deeds ; 
never hurling  or destroying aught tha t breathes, save for 
the purposes of sustenance or self-defence.

IV .— Truth  in every word or thought, spoken or acted, 
b u t  reservation of harsh or unpleasing truths where they 
would needlessly wound the feelings of others.

V.— Charity— charity in thought striving to excuse the
failings of others ; charity in speech, veiling the failings of 
others ; charity in deeds, wherever, whenever, and to 
whomsoever the opportunity offers, ' _



VI.— Almn-givimj— visiting tlio sick and comforting the 
afllicted in every shape tliiit om1 moans admit of, iind the 
necessities of our fcllow-creatures demand.

VII.— Self -hoc f t  fue, wherever the interests of others are 
to l»e benefited hy our endurance.

VIII.—  'J'cmj>t‘ru/c ye t  firm defence of our views of 
right, ami protest against wrong, whether in ourselves or 
others.

IX.— Jixliinh'y in following onr calling we may lie en ­
gaged in, or in devoting some jmrtion of our time, when 
otherwise not obliged to do so, to the service aiul benefit 
of others.

X.— Love—above ami beyond all, seeking to cultivate 
in our own families, kindred, friends, aud amongst all 
mankind generally the spirit of tha t  true  and tender love 
which can think, speak or act no wrong to any creature 
living ; remembering always, tha t  where love is, all the 
other principles of right nre fulfilled beneath its influence 
and embodied in its monitions.

T H E  r i i A H T H A S A  S A M A J  v s . C H R I S T I A N  I T  V.
11V A M KM  1IKK O F  T I I K  I ' l !  A K T H A X  A S A M A J .

Some time back, after the K u t a n  in the lVarthana 
Samaj had come olf, it will be remembered tha t some tame 
sheep from the fold ot Jesus wrote to the J  )muio<liiya 
taking exception to Tukaram, his doctrines, iVe., \ c .  To 
this the Suhndh 1‘ati'iha replied iu a sensible manner and 
at the same time incidentally remarked that the Holy 
Bible contained many contradictions. The remark galled 
the ltevd. Editor of thv Jhiaiioiliiyii, who challenged the 
J \d r tk u  to point out any contradictions in the Bible. I t  
seems that the Hevd. Editor has not read the Bible very 
carefully, or else ho would have found therein enough to 
satisfy his curiosity. For ready reference 1 shall place 
before him the following :

( i v H C S l t  th. /•
Anil God made tlie bcii.-t

O c i l i ' f t i  e h ,  / / .

1 H. And the Ix.nl said ; I l
of the earth after l.is kiml, and is not good that the man should
cattle after their kind, &e. I*, uloiie : I  wilt m a te  him au

And (iod said, l.et us help meet for him.
make man, &e. 111. And out ot (lie ground

27. So God created man in his the hol'd God forniedevery beast 
own image, in the image of God of the lield and every fowl of
created lie him ; male ami fe- the air, &u.
laale created lie them.

In the first chapter, beasts are said to have been created 
before man ; iu the second, after man. The lirst chapter 
says “ male and female created lie them : the second says 
tha t Woman was created out of A dam ’s rib. Iu other 
words the first chapter seems to say tha t man aud woman 
were created together ; the second tha t  woman was created 
after man. See tiencsis, chapter V., v. 2. “ Male and
female created he them, and blessed them and called their 
name Adam, iu the d a y  when they were c re a te d .

Anil the time that llavid was And the days that |)*avid
made king in Hebron over the reigned over i>rael, were forty
house ot Juiluh was «iv<< I yearx: t t t ’tii years reigned he in
and  aw moiithi. i l .  Samuel, llebron. 1. Kings, e. 2 ., v. 1 1 .
e. 2 ., v. 1 1 .

Ami, again, the u.ii/iv o f the .And Satan  stood up against 
Lord  was kindled against Israel, Israel aud provoked I'avid to 
and ho moved llavid against nuniher Israel. I. Chron. e. 2 1 ,
them to sav, \c .  11. Sam. e. 24, v. 1 .
V. 1.

In the lirst it is (Jod who moves David ; iu the second, 
it  is Satan. Which is true <

Ami Joabguve U[i the Mini  of 
tlie number ot the |>eo|ile unto 
the king : ami I here were iu 
l>rael eight hundred thousand 
valiant men that ilrew the sword : 
anil the men of Jutlali were live 
handled thousand men. i t .  Sum. 
e. 24, v. 'J.

So God came to l Javid anil 
tolit him, and said unto him, 
Shall scccit years of famine 
eouie unto thec iu  thy laud ! Xv. 
11. Sam. c. 21, v. lli.

And .Joali gave t h e  Mini of 
the n u m b e r  of th e  peo p le  lliito 
1'aviil. And all they of Israel 
Were a  th o u s a n d  and au h u n ­
dred  th o u s a n d  men tha t  drew 
th e  bWord : a n d  . lu d a l i  was fo u r  
h u n d r e d  th r e e sc o re  aud  tell 
t h o u s a n d  men t h a t  d r e w  th e  
s w o rd .  1. Chron. e. 2 1 , v. a.

So God eame to l.avitl, and 
said imlu him. Thun sailh the 
Lord, choose lliee either three 
yeara’ famine, \ e .  I. Chron. 
t .  21, V. 11, 12.

So David brought the thresh- So l>.ivid gave to Orimn for 
ing llooraml the oxen for fifty  the plaee six hundred shekels of 
shekels of tit err. 11. Sam. e. 24, i/old by weight. I. Chron. c. 2 1 , 
v. 21. v. 2").

1 sliall not break the  ltevd. Editor’s heart by citing 
more contradictions. I shall only assure him (if he does 
not read the Bible himself) tha t there are many more and 
even the few cited are sufficient to convict the Holy Bible 
of peijury. r , ,

The Christians laugh at Tukaram ’s ascent to Heaven 
in W ly ,  and believe in the same feat when achieved by

I had thought tha t yEsop's Fables and similar books 
were the only works in which animals speak. But even 
in this respect the Bible is not to he outdone. It makes 
Balaam’s ass talk. The idea of the God of the Old Testa­
ment can only be appreciated by those who have read the 
Old Testament, and yet the missionaries express pious 
astonishment a t  the perversity of the educated natives in 
rejecting this God. Surely the missionaries are either 
blind or will not, see. Or is it tha t  the powerful light of 
the Divine Itevclation dazzles their vision and makes them 
blind to the follies and absurdities narrated iu the Holy 
Bible.

J J o i i i I h i i / ,  23rd  M oy 1SS0.

I I U A I I M O I S M  v s. H I N D U I S M .

It y  u ycitt Icimi n hnliltn<f nn iiiifiorlniil Office m a  ‘ii met toil  
tctlh the, S m lh an m  Jlruhmu Sn.mnj.

I am Sorry to find tha t in your issue of April last, 
“ No H um bug” has tried to humbug the public by his 
misrepresentations through the columns of a journal like 
yours, whose object is the  investigation of truth. Allow 
me, therefore, to undeceive your readers hy the following 
facts.

The widow, alluded to by your correspondent, is not, and 
was when she, voluntarily left, the protection of her 
brother, a girl of im m ature  age. so as to he in need of a’ t O . . • i

“ custodian.” Slit.* \v;ts desirous ol lw*ttori 11*' m*r jnosjiccts 
iu life and of living freed from the thraldom of widowhood 
and all its concomitant miseries well known to those who 
are acquainted with the customs of the Hindu society, 
aud the tyrannies of the orthodox members of that society 
to which the Hindu willows arc usually subjected through­
out their wretched lives. The house of her brother was 
virtually a jail to her, and her brother a jail-keeper— her 
position was hardly lietter than that of a slave iu America 
before the great American war. She was immured into 
this jail by the monster ■’ custom” and not by any lawful 
authority, lienee she had every right to tree herself from it, 
and this she did, and no more. She voluntarily left the house 
of her brother and went to a Brahmo of whom she asked 
shelter temporarily in his house. As the widow was 
in a most helpless sta te  and had done, nothing wrong 
inoi'ally or legally in leaving the house of her brother, 
the Brahmo gentleman, alluded to hy your correspondent, 
could not conscientiously refuse to give her the help she 
craved for, simply because his Hindu brethren were op­
posed to give her freedom in regard to her choice of re­
marriage. There is not the slightest evidence, that the  
liraliino gentleman who gave shelter to the pour widow 
“ enticed away” or hccume “ an accomplice” ill tlie widow's 
act of leaving her brother’s house. Hut even if this were 
the case, he could not be held guilty by the tribunal of 
an impartial public, for, in that, case, he could only be ac­
tuated by a  noble motive of rescuing a human being from 
the thraldom of evil custom and practical slavery— not 
even the enemies of these Bralunos dare insinuate any­
thing against his morality.

Now, 1 leave it to you aud to your impartial readers to 
judge whether the act of the Brahino, concerned iu tho 
above case, was culpable, or whether the illogical conclu­
sion drawn therefrom, that the whole body of the Bndi-



inos have adopted an “ aggressive policy’ or an “ offending 
attitude" towards their Hindu brethren is justified l*y 
facts.

Yours sincerely,
“  J r s T K  i ; . ' ’

Lahore, 2">th May 1S.S0.
/ ’. S . — T l i c  Hroftino J'ul'lic ( I j i in u in  ol tIn* l i l l i  i l i s l a n t ,  

a n n o u n c e s  t l i a l  tin* w i d o w  r e f e r r e d  l o  l i a s  l i c o n  m a r r i e d  t o  
a  b a c h e l o r  I J r a h m o  g e n t l e m a n ,  a g e d  2 7 , l i e r  a g e  b e i n g  2 1 .

A U M - l l O T H A  r / l / L O S O / ' l l  V.

IIV Mil. f'lliVNDAN I !1 >I*A I,.

H aving gone over your esteemed journal ii]i lo I,lie 
latest liumlier, I liave come across most .interest ing art i- 
clcs devoted |n dilfereiit branelies of philosophy, sciences 
and many oilier useful subjects, but., I ;hii sorry to say, tlmt 
I found none ou I lie |iliiloso]>liy of A y u  i-lmt rn, and there­
fore, earnestly hope t liat the  present subject will find ;i place 
in your world-renowned journal.

The problem, I am to discuss, is intended to prove the 
moral philosophy of *\yni-hotnt which is based upon 
nature. \ \  il lion t I he perfect, knowledge of both of these 
and a due pel I'm niance of the former, man is unable to 
know the Supreme Being. The absence of this know­
ledge keeps a man immersed in worldly nlflietions ami 
prevents him from obtaining I lie highest, position or sul- 
Aiit.ii>)i or ^ 1̂1 Ibr which every one should try wilh
till his heart and soul.

O b se rv in g  th e  ru le s  o f  m ora l  p h i lo so p h y ,  ;i m a n  m u s t ,  
to  th e  b e s t  ol h is  ab il i t ies ,  do good  to  ol l id 's  as  well as 
to  h im self .  I’ut. w hat does d o in g  good m e a n  ? N e v e r  to 
lose s ig h t  o f  ju s tice  in all  o u r  net ions. T h e  c h ie f  o f  th e s e  
a r e  :— F ir .'/ ,  lo  p re se rv e  o u r  h e a l t h — th e  in s t i l l m e n t  o f  all 
net ion s— in good o ld e r ,  a n d  to  l a k e  s t e p s  lo  h e lp  o lh e i s  
too  for th e  sam e. Sraniil ly  to  be l iev e  a lw a y s  in t h e  In f in i t e  
D iv in e  I’ow cr  w ho  e m b r a c e s  e v e ry  th in g  w i th in  a n d  w i t h ­
o u t  t he l im i ts  o f  h u m a n  senses.

But before I go on to solve the problem pul forth, I 
must not omit, to mention a tiict. which bears u p o n  the 
subject in hand. 'What, is death of an animate, or des­
truction ol an inanimate, object ? I t  is nothing more thau 
tlie decomposition or analyzntion, sooner or later as the 
ease may bo, ol Ihe live, elements, aud lienee of its parti­
cles which form the basis of the Universe. j \ t  the
name Iime tlie characteristie qualities ot tin? elements most 
a l s o  lie slated In be as follows:— Ot the tile lo decompose 
pai I ieles of an v substance, of ihe air lo elevate them to 
dilferent regions above the earth, ol the water to compose 
the particles to form a solid body, of the earth  to keep  
them iu contact wilh itself, anil (lie e v a l  uation 
Vicing the space wherein the other lour play their  pail.

N ow  th e  d e m o n s t r a t io n  a n d  proof.— T h e  c l im a te  h as  Ihe  
g r e a t e s t  effect upo n  h e a l th  in g en e ra l ,  so we m u s t  try  
to  m a k e  it h e a l th y .  W h e n  th e  sacr i l ic ia l -m iN lu re  
com posed  o f  d if fe ren t  s u b s ta n c e s  fo rm in g  th r e e  g r e a t  
classes, viz., first, Ih e  c u ra t iv e s  o r  r e m e d ie s  a g a in s t  severa l  
d iseases ,  secondly , Ionic c o n ta in in g  ch ie l ly  su ga r ,  corn and  
b u t t e r ,  an d  th i rd ly ,  n m m a l i c s  such  as  m u s k ,  &<•., is 
th r o w n  in to  th e  fire, l i t t le  by l i t t le ,  so as  lo he th o r o u g h ly  
b u rn t ,  t h e  p a r t ic le s  o f  its  essence , th r o u g h  th e  a g e n c y  o f  
t h e  lire, go  u p  in to  th e  a i r  w h ic h  e le v a te s  t h e m  to th e  r e ­
g io ns  of c lo ud s  or m ore  p ro p e r ly  s p e a k in g ,  to  th e
leg ion  w h e n '  th e  c lo u d s  a re  con d en sed  an d  c h a n g e d  in to  
w a te r .  T I m i i c Ii u n a b le  to  e x p la in  all tin; i n n u m e r a b le  
b ene f i ts  a c c ru in g  from th e s e  p a r t ic le s  to  th e  w ho le  world, 
I  m e n t io n  a few o f  th e m .  In th e  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  p ro ­
cess, th ese  p art ic les ,  till  th e y  re m a in ,  th o u g h  f o r a  s h o r t  
t im e ,  in th e  low er reg io n s  o f  th e  a tm o s p h e re ,  e x c lu d e  Ihe  
u n h e a l t h y  p a r t ic le s  o f  a i r  from th e  p lace  w h e re  t h e  sa c r i ­
fice is perfo rm ed , a f t e r  w h ich  a s c e n d in g  h ig h e r  th r o u g h  
t h e  aforesa id  ag en c ies  t h e y  r e m o v e  th e i r  d e fe c t  th r o u g h  
t h e  chem ica l  o p e ra t io n s  p e r fo rm e d  b e tw e e n  th e m  by  n a ­
lu re .  T h e  a n im a ls  in h a l in g  Ib is  p u r i f ied  a i r  g e t  re f re sh ed  
nml h e a l th y .  .R eaching  th e  reg ion  o f  ra in  these p a r t ic l e s

purify the  vapours forming clouds, and thereby make (lie 
water of rain pure and healthy. The pm ilied air nml 
water having great effect upon Ihe mineral kingdom, ton, 
improve it a great deal. The air, earth, anil water, tlic 
basis of the vegetable kingdom, being thus purified, 
make it healthy. The first, part of cur problem having 
been proved, we must now turn to the second, viz., tn 
try at Ihe (ime to know (In- Divino Being. I low can 
(liis knowledge be obtained ? For (his purpose Y"H>: 
m a u h a .« a r e  repeated during the p e l Immalice, which also 
(each us the philosophy lying hidden under the mysterious 
veil of . \<iiii-/in(iii sacrifice.

Owing to my limited capacity, I cannot possibly he 
ex peeled to exhaust so grand a subject, but our advanced 
leaders possessing high intellects who wish to know it 
more minutely and to satisfy themselves, will please draw 
fuller information from the ^ agur Veda, in which several 
complete chapters are devoted to tho same philosophy, 
the study of which has now been rendered much easier 
than ever through the favour of our revered leader I’nndit 
Davanand Saraswati Swami whom we should pay onr 
warmest thanks for the  trouble he has taken to expound 
the Vedas for the benefit of mankind.

It. may fairly be concluded from the above-mentioned 
facts that the porlbiniance of A y u i - h o lm  is not based on 
.•1113’ prejudice or sectarianism, because the difference of lan­
guage can have no effect on the philosophy and sciences 
throughout the dilVerent .pa r ts  of the world. Agui-hvlin 
may thus be expected to gain popularity among those 
who appreciate nothing but what is- based on justice, 
especially among the Aryas, who lightly hold the Vedas 
as impersonal and divine, and whose ancestors never pro­
nounced without a feeling ot reference and honor, the 
holy name of Ayni-hotn<, the philosophy of which is mj 
beautifully expounded by the l i t thi? and sages ol by-gone 
ages.

J,U( k iimr. the 2-)th  .1 /<’)/ 1 S S 0 .

T I I K  1U N D U  OJi A R Y A  n U K s T l O N .

J!Y K. I*. It.

Many abler and wmthier hands have touched upon the 
point, interest ing as it is. with belter results. B u t since 
an ardent heart limls no satisfaction till its fulness is given 
vent lo, many of our impartial readers have Ihe sufferance 
of going once more over these lines on the same question. 
Of worth or merit claim they none, hut only wish sym­
pathy to the Indian commonalty and call attention of onr 
more enlightened brethren to a rectification of the inter­
nal evils of the people.

In these days of patriot frenzy— fienzy I would call it, 
since among all a really patriotic soul is yet but scarce— 
when every Indian youth regards it a bounded duly to do 
his mite in tin; g rea t work of national regeneration, u 
serious controversy most, naturally undertakes to deter­
mine what must, be the appropriate appellation for the 
country anil its people. Thanks, 110 doubt, to the TllKoso- 
l’ll 1ST and Ihe Society, whose jo in t  efforts could make so 
much of the H indu idiocrncy. But, would, that these 
very many professions were not mere hollow sounds, that 
this patriot agitation emanated really fiom the bottom nf 
the H indu heart, from the inmost privy of the Indian 
soul ! Many, no doubt, will frown and ask— are these 
laboring reformers of India then 110 sincere patriots,— 
so many dissemblers only, mere pretenders lo Ihe cause ! 
But, alas ! sorry that, we are to answer in the afiirmntive. 
There are now on the Indian soil, we grant, many, who 
project chimeras in their minds, and fancy achievement 
of wonders at once ; bu t  who among all ever thinks uf 
giving to their purposes, deeds, a reality ?

The readers of the TiikosoI’H 1ST must have noticed in 
tin-April numlier of the journal that more than one native 
p a h io t  have expressed desires to change the current name 
of the people lor one more agieeable to them. “ A veiy 
earnest F riend” complains tha t the term “ N ative” is used 
to designate the Indians from foreigners, nnd suggest? tlmt



the  word H/idvatiun* be substituted instead. His patriotic 
soul cannot brook t)iis nickname lie supposes put on him 
by the conquering, or rutlier ruling classes. lint then, our 
Editor himself contradicts him witli groat vehemence ; 
and tho same we quote hero for our own views. “ Tho 
complaint,” says he, “ does not seem entirely wcll-ground- 
ed. In every country the original inhabitants are called 
Natives, to contrast them with all who are not born on the 
soil. In America, the freest country iu the world, ami where 
there is absolute equality before the law, wo are proud 
to call ourselves Nutiven, when w e  wish to indicate tha t  
we are not immigrants, and some years a g o ,  a great 
political party calling itself the Native American* sprang 
into existence, a t  a  time of excitement caused by the 
bare suspicion that foreigners were plotting to undermine 
our liberties. We do not sec how the case of the Indians 
can be made an exception to a custom which seems to
us unavoidable..............For our part, we would tool very
proud to lie able to boast ol such a country as I his, find 
such an ancestry, even at tbe cost of being called ‘ Native,' 
with a fine flavor of scorn.”

Another Aryan brother, B. P. Sankdhar, asks whether 
it is not advisable to begin our work of regeneration with 
changing the name ‘‘ H indu”— •* a form,” he explains, 
“ that means a liar, a slave, a black, an infidel, iu short 
a man possessed of every evil to be found in the world.” 
We know not what lexicon, b u t  his own (though most 
opportune) interpretation, could furnish such a sense for 
the word. Indeed, there is 110 .such Sanskrit word as 
Hindu. W e never come across if in any of our religious 
books. Neither I'anini nor the latest grammarians d e ­
termine its etymology ; nor is it recognised anywhere in 
the great code of Mann. " Y o u  seek it in vain,” .says a

• distinguished graduate nf (.'aleutta, ‘‘ iu the Puranas ; nor 
do you get a clue to its etymology till you come in con­
tact with foreign languages.” The fact is that the word• O o  o # ( ,
is really Persian, though essentially Sanskrit, " t h e  
science of language distinctly |>oinls out that the letter 
Jt in Persian is analogous to s in Sanskrit.” Whoever 
has seen tbe pages of Professor Miiller nr Count < Jrimni, 
attests the veracity nf the assertion. Hence do we get at 
the leal derivation of the wold. W hen our first Aryan a n ­
cestors, if we are to give credit to history, dwell, o n  the 
banks of the SindJtW (or the Indus), the brother Persians 
who did as yet bear the same name, designated these emi­
grants Hindus in their language, which is according to the 
law analogous to the Sanskrit Sindltu*, that is, those that 
lived along tbe course of the Sinil/nt river. W hether there 
was any degree of hatred or abhorrence mixed w ith this 
their designation, cannot now be known. If the Persians 
ever took it to mean dark or black,” a.s is shown in the 
last T iik o so h i is t ,  tha t  is but a poetic interpretation of a 
more modern date. That the Greeks gave the name, is like­
wise groundless; since nowhere do we find in the whole 
Greek philology any such word as H ind tie Hindt’ mean­
ing as Sankilharjee does, nor are t he older Grecians ever 

.recognized to have even known the word. So, perhaps, 
it is the  present degradation of the people, nr ra ther the 
condition in which they an) thought to be b jr some of tbe 
vain Europeans that led the honored contributor to a con­
sideration such as is expressed by him.

N either  does the term Arya” denote a.s Sankilharjee 
thinks. This word, if we are to accept the rendering 
given by Max Miiller, m ean t"  a  cultivator"— a word which 
shows that when the term came into use, our ancestors 
had abandoned their mmiadic modes of life and taken to 
tlie nobler occupation of ploughing. In process of time, it 
attained the noblest meaning which it is jiossiblo fo ra  
term to acquire ; for il. soon came to mean nothing loss 
than the best Hindu distinguished for devotion, learning 
and piety. Alas ! however, for human inconstancy the 
word is ultimately applied to all H indus alike,— good, 
bad and indifferent,— as distinguished from the Mlecheluis 
or Yabant of the heterodox persuasions.

However, from the above, it is plain that wc are a t  one 
with our brother in regarding Hindu  but a foreign desig-. O O
nation, which from the Persians soon began to be used for 
the Indians by all the other nations west, of the Indus. 
In time, when these Western people chanced afterwards to 
obtain sovereignty over this country, they would not call 
us otherwise than by the name familiar to them, b u t  
never perhaps using it a.s a nickname ; since, in that case, 
it is impossible, that it should have escaped the attention 
ofv such a kind aud tolerant prince as Akbar the Great, 
who would even liear slanders on his name rather than 

■treat the subject Indians with any sort of unkindness. 
The Aryas became gradually accustomed to the term ; 
degraded as they became, the)' took the rulers’ word 
without hesitation and soon aftei got over their own old 
name. Hence, it wa.s universally adopted in India, save 
by some retired recluses ; and, owing to the degeneracy of 
tlie A  1‘i/il-t/liiii'uiti, ihe. model'll religion of ihe people was 
also styled Hinduism, meaning the religion nf the modern 
Jfiudus.

As shown above, tin: w uds  imply nothing evil in 
themselves. Moreover, had the word trul> meant as our 
brother supposes, it is impossible that a whole nation,—  
and one as the Indian, having for its members not only a 
few ignorant, but many learned and deep-thinking 
men, and existing not a day or year, but Ibr ages anil 
centuries,— would be so blinded or repressed as never a t  
least to have perceived the universal error.

Hut what, mailers further argumentation ? II is per­
haps high time for us to conclude, and so a few w ords in the 
end. Notwithstanding the groat importance attached to 
tlie subject, we think it might be as well dealt, witli with far 
less prominence. Did over-Soeitil.es or Yalmiki—sages 
whose equals, perhaps, shall never be born—care  whether 
lie was called a Greek or an Indian, or by anv other name 
whatsoever. Are not the Americans misnamed the Y an ­
kees, ami the Ijijti.sli tin,’ Whites { Merits, not titles, 
aro judged. Children and the rustics may be solicitous 
tha t they be not misnamed ; but the wise care not a 
trifle lor such things. So, tar from arguing with so much 
diligence whether we be called Natives or Intlinn*, H in d u s  
or Arya*, We think it would be greatly more useful and 
advantageous to devote that amount of oui attention to 
the leal well-being of our countrymen, lo I lie consider­
ation ol what proper steps should be taken to redress 
very many piteous grievances of our brethren, anil to the 
careful investigation of wherein lie the original causes 
ol many, almost natural, defects of Ihe people. That would 
he a  work really more desirable and even more weighty 
than volumes of such titulary discourses. There is one 
who has dropped tierv words for the rcl'oimation of India, 
oven finding fault with the Aryan caste-svstom and 
other manners and habits of the people, in the last 
T i i k i i s o i m i i s t . To these matters we hope to advert in our 
next, and the discussion of these may lie considered to do 
a more desirable service. The regeneration of a nation is a 
task not to bo achiev ed by mere bazaar gossip or fantastic 
schemes. We would, therefore, even join our brother to 
p ra y :  O, (rue sons ol this once exalted Aryavarla ! the
lime lias come, or is nil her fast approaching, when wo 
should show our spirits, act with vigour, and try our best 
towards the re-exaltation of our beloved mother-country I 
Arise from your long sleep, < >, ye lovers ot' your once 
lamous seat of learning and religion, look around you and 
.see in what a hapless state your country lies ■ Arise, 
ye. nobicr brethren ! dev o t e  your heart, to the great cause 1 
Tire not, and without, weariness or disgust, lietakc your­
selves to arouse and enlighten even the most uncouth 
souls,— the low, illiterate hearts, that have parts which 
would act well with your aid. Spare no pains to unite all 
in one harmonious accord ;is into a Universal Brotherhood 
of Humanity, using with one voice tin: unison iu praise 
of our ancient glorious A rya  cart a, Hindustan, or In d ia .  
Out. tai eat,”



OVJ l  D E L E G A T E S  /.V C E Y W X .

I t  is :i cin ■umstaucc wholly unexpected thal we h a w - I»• 
depend upon M'condaiy s o u r c e s  lor:m account of tlie mo-\c- 
uicnts ot tlie Theosophical party in Ceylon. 'I lie fad  i 
however, Unit every delegate's time, ; i i k 1 especially that ot 
Colonel Olc.lt mill Madame lihivjitsky, is so occupied 
tha t  tliev cannot find the smallest leisure to write for this 
m a g a z i n e .  Siino the landing a t  Oalle, on the I f th  cl 
Way, when they were caught up hy the inhabitants aiul 
made into popular heroes, they have been surrounded by 
r row (Is, and made the centre of exciting events. Colonel 
Old>tt has delivered on the average at  least one oration a 
day ; to sav nothing of lectures and expositions to select 
companies of hearers, and debates with Christian and other 
opponents of Theosophy. At eveiy locality visited, the 
committees of reception have comprised Ihe leading men 
of the community, the ir  mission has been blessed by the 
priests, and the most pious and revered ladies have come 
in their richest att ire  to show their respect for Madame 
Bhivatsky. _ _

The best authorities say that since the word C hris tia ­
nity  was fiist pronounced in Ceylon, there has never been 
anyth ing  like the excitement among the Muddlnst people. 
T h e ir  gratitude to M adame lilavatsky and Colonel Olcott 
for daring to stand up for their  faith as against the 
Christians w ho have systematically derided it, is bound­
less. Branches of the  Theosophical Society had, a t latest 
advices, been formed at Oallo, Panadure, Colombo and 
Kandy. Money has been contributed to their respective 
treasuries to carry out the plans subm itted  by our Presi­
dent. It is fully evident already th a t  results ol immense 
importance m ust follow the delegation s visit to the beau ti­
ful Island of Ceylon. Tho name nf our Society has become 
a household word from one end of it to tin* other. Some 
say that the effects of the visit will last for generations. 

.T h a t  the Christian parly are alive to these facts is shown 
in the unscrupulous attacks of thoir -secular press, the 
tone of the  Lord Bishop’s own organ, 'The jfiocesov  
Cnh mine, and the unwonted act ivity of the N ative  Cate- 
chists and Mihlc-e.xhnrtcrs, and European missionaries 
and settled clergymen. The Theosophists now form the 
staple tex t for their  preaching, and while our party  were 
a t  lvandy, live preachers were busy, exhorting the S inha­
lese not to hear them, but to listen to the (ioSjK*l ! in  
th a t  ancient city Colonel Olcott spoke first, al the  Dalada 
Maliguva Temple, where the Tooth-Relic of Buddha i- 
enshrined. The crowd was so dense as to pack all the  
corridoi'S and courts and prevent the orator from being 
heard. An adjournment was accordingly had to th e  open 
Esplanade in front of the temple ; and the speaker, with 
liis interpreter, the  delegates from the  Mom bay Theoso­
phical Society, and the chief priests of the Kandyan tem ­
ples, took their places upon a bread buttressed wall. The 
scene is described as having b e e n  most impressive.

In the absence of original material we take from the 
Pioneer of Ju n e  Iti and 2-">, the narratives given by its 
special correspondent, which will be read with deep interest.

“ The visit of the delegation of Theosophists to Ceylon 
lias stirred tho native society of tho island to its depths. 
The local oflicors declare that they never saw such ga th e r­
ings in the southern district before. The visitors were 
expected here on the 11 th, on which day 4,000 people 
gathered at, the landing-pier, the boats in th e h a ib o u r  were 
decorated with flags, a native committee hoarded the P. 
and 0 .  steamer as soon as she dropped anchor, and groat 
preparations were made to give the delegates a popular 
welcome . Mut the  public were disappointed, the Theoso- 
pliists having decided to come by a British India boat so as 
to visit their members a t Karwar, Mangalore, and Cochin, 
Th is  change of programme was duly telegraphed, but, 
owing to a break in*the-sea cable, the  despatch was never 
forwarded. However, advices were telegraphed from Bom­
bay  on the l l t l i  ; and oil the 17th, when tlie Ethiop ia  was 
signalled, a  new crowd of nearly (J.OOO was in waiting. A  
com m ittee  of twenty-five of the first native gentlemen of 
Civile hail charge of all the arrangements ; the Theoso­

phists were taken ashore in a large boat, cseoiled hy a fleet 
of the ipieer ( 'iugalose canoes rigged out with Hags and 
streamers ; a carpet avus laid ou the landing-stage, and as 
the visitors s tepped ashore, a roar of voices welcomed them. 
Placed in carriages, thoy wore escorted to the handsome 
bungalow, specially fitted up for their occupancy, by a 
m ultitude that tilled tlie road from side to side, and extend­
ed front to rear as far as one could see. On reaching the 
house thov were met on the \erandah  bv the High Priests 
Suinanatissa and Pivaratana, and a dozen or more subordi­
nate priests, who chanted verses of salutation from the 
Pali sacred books. Krom that, lime to this I,heir quarters 
have been besieged, and their time has been taken up in 
receiving visits, debating  with priests, visiting temples, eat­
ing dinners, tiffins, and breakfasts of ceremony, and accept­
ing invitations to pass from town to town throughout the 
southern district.

“ Colonel Olcott has already spoken twice in public— 
last evening a t  the fort  Marraeks, the  largest room in 
(ialle : and this afternoon in the compound of a gentle­
man’s house, where fully 0,000 Muddhists listened to him, 
On the former occasion the chair was occupied by Priest 
Megittuwatte, the most renowned orator and controver­
sialist in all Ceylon. The entire English colony was pre­
sent last evening, and besides tlie barrack-room being 
crowded, then; was a  volunteer audience outside the 
building numbering m any hundred. The lecturer’s topic 
was “ Theosophy and Buddhism," and his argument was 
to the effect tha t  the  univeisal yearning of humanity for 
some knowledge of divine things was satisfied pre-emi­
nently in the system which Buddhn bequeathed to the 
world. This faith, which is already professed by 470 
millions— fully a third of the earth’s populafion— was de­
stined to a ttack  thousands, if not millions, more from the 
g reat body of th inking men whom the statisticians classified 
as Christians, but who had lost all faith in their  nominal 
creed. W ithin  the past ten years, he said, and especially 
within the past, two years, there has been a marked inter­
est throughout tlieEnglish-speakingeountrios to know what 
Buddha’s doctrine really is. To satisfy this need a society 
of intelligent, zealous Buddhists should be organized ; 
tracts and other publications should he disseminated 
broadcast ; and if it. could Ik* brought about, learned Bud­
dhist missionaries should he sent to Europe and America. 
The object of the present visit was to organize ju s t  such a 
society a.s a branch of the Theosophical Society, which is 
the representation of the principle of universal religious 
tolerance, and included in its fellowship Parsis, Hindus, 
Jains, Jews, and almost every other class of sectary. He 
wa.s happy to say th a t  this suggestion had received the. 
entire approbalion of the greatest Buddhist priests nnd 
the most respected laymen, whose presence at this time 
showed the sta te  of their feelings. Megittuwatte fully 
corroljoratcd Colonel Olcott’s statements, and ltespoke the 
good-will of every tru e  Buddhist for the Theosophical 
Society, of which he himself had been a fellow for the 
last two years. His remarks were in Cinghalese, and 
were delivered with perfect fluency and impressive elo­
quence. The audience at to-day’s lecture was a sight to 
be remembered. T he  Theosophists, with the High Priest, 
Suinanatissa w hohad thccha ir .and  Megittuwatte, occupied 
a high balcony at the  easterly side of a great grassy quad­
rangle, enclosed by th e  principal and lesser buildings of a 
private residence, and affording sitting-room for at least 
*1,000 people. It was all occupied, and crowds also swarm­
ed on the steep sides of adjacent hills th a t  overlooked the 
compound. This t im e  the  Colonel s address was in te r­
preted in Cinghalese, sentence by sentence, as extempo­
raneously delivered. The Theosophical delegation com­
prises the following persons :— Colonel H. S. Olcott. Presi­
dent ; Madame H. P. Blavatsky, Corresponding Secretary ; 
Mr, Edward Wimbridge, Vice-President of the parent, 
society: and Messrs. Damodar Mavalankar, Panachnnd 
Annndji, and Parshotam Narayaiiji (Hindus), and Sorabji 
J .  Padshah and Ferozshah Dlmnjibhai Shroff (Parsis), a 
special committee to represent the  Bombay Theosophical 
Society. •



“ On returning to the ir  quarters from to-day’s lecture, 
the  delogation wore honoured with a call from the S iam ­
ese Ambassador and ttu ite, who arc in ( in IK* for one day 
tu  route to England.

•‘ To-morrow evening a meet ing is to be hold to take the 
names of those who wish to join  the  Gallo sub-section of 
the Ceylon Theosophical Society ; Tuesday evening tho 
initiations will take place ; and on Wednesday the dele­
gation takes up its itinerary to Dodanduwa, Kalatura, 
and Panadure, at each of which places bungalows, com­
mittees, anil the audiences await them ; aud thence on to 
Colombo, the  capital city, where, according to all accounts, 
there  will be great goings-on.

“ N a tu re  clothes herself in Ceylon in her loveliest garb, 
T h e  verdure is something splendid. W herever the eye 
tu rns  it sees au exuberant tropical vegetation with such 
variety of hue and such noble forms as one fancies cannot 
be found elsewhere. The paddy-fields are all a bright 
«reen : the clustering cocoanuts hang from a millionp > O O
trees ;  the monster jack-fruit, the betel-palm with its sil­
ver-ringed, smooth green trunks, the golden plaintain, this 
mango, pine-apple, bread-fruit, and bamboo are the choic­
est of their kinds ; a gnissy carpet borders every road and 
lane, and a multitude of flowers and colon red-leaf plants

■ afford a bouquet of rich colours. O ur table is loaded with 
fruit of a size and flavour unknown to us before coming 
here, and served up in garlanded platters, tha t  make tho 
board look like a garden bed in the early sum m er time. 
Ah, you who are parched by the furnace-heat of the  plains 
of India  take a m onth’s holiday and conn- to Ceylon if 
you would form some idea of au Eden. Ami as for the 
people— Bishop Ilcber may say what he will about every 
prospect pleasing and only man being vile ; but I, for my 
part, declare that a more hospitable, kind, aud gentle peo­
ple no one need care to encounter. As Ibr their “ vile- 
uess,” statistics in the  Queen Advocate’s reports show 
tha t  there is less crime among the natives of Ceylon than  
nmong any equal body of people in any Christian country 
tha t  I  can call to mind. In  n (xqiulation of about 2.1 m il­
lions there were 1,100 convictions for offences of any kind, 
great and small, in a whole year, and of these there wen; 
bu t 37-> assaults against the person. W hat would Bow 
S tree t  say to that ! Of the whole num ber of convictions 
more than one-fourth (274) were for cattle-stealing. The 
table shows a total absence of whole groups of crimes tha t  
prevail among 11s ; while of offences directly traceful to 
the use of liquor, the  proportion is but 7 per cent, as 
against about M  per cent, in London, or any other largo 
Christian city.”

T he Pioneer of Ju n e  2.5, says :— “ The first stage of the 
Theosophical tour through the  Island of Spices has been 
completed, and the party  are quarteied iu the  large 
bungalow called “ Redclitfe,” the former residence of Sir  
C. (i. MacCarthy, Colonial Secretary. Their movements 
since leaving (ialle have been attended with tiie greatest. 
]H>ssible eclat, the people gathering in crowds at every 
lialting-place providing them with quarters, committees of 
the most respectable men waiting upon them, tho B ud­
dhist priests welcoming them a t  the ir  viharas, and read­
ing addresses to them in Pali. A t Piyagalleand Kalatura 
great processions were organized, with banners and music, 
and triumphal cars, drawn by flower-garlanded bullocks, 
in which the Thcosophists were made to ride. In  fact, 
the delegation are utterly confounded by all these popular 
demonstrations. They came expecting to pay the ir  way 
like ordinary mortals, stop at the hotels, move about qu ie t- 

i ly, and after organizing tho projected branch Society a t
Colombo, return to Bombay. B u t from the moment 
when they left their steamer in Oalle harbour for the 

t jetty, escorted by a flotilla of canoes, the ir  fate was sealed,
1 and they became public characters.

“ Colonel Olcott’s oratorical powers and physical endu- 
; ranee have been as severely tested as though lie had been

canvassing for a seat iu Parliament, and discussions on 
religion, jihilosophy, and theology have kept Madame 
B lavatskys hands equally full. The Buddhist women 
seeiu to regard her as a deity dropped from the clouds, and

despite her energetic remonstrances, will insist upon mak- 
i n g t o  her. Much ol this reverence is due to tho 
circulation of a Cingalese pamphlet made up of translated 
extracts from her lmok descriptive of the phenomena she 
witnessed among the Lamaic adepts of T ibe t and Mon­
golia, and more to tho spread of reports of certain 'won­
derful things ol the same sort she did a t (ialle, Pa nnd 11 re, 
Oodanduwn, and other (daces on her way here, ns well as 
since the  arrival of the party at Colombo.

“ The eagerness manifested to join the Theosophical S o ­
ciety lias caused au enlargement. of the original plan. A 
branch Society was formed at ( ia l le :  members were ad ­
mitted at various towns along the load ; a separate branch 
is forming a t  P an ad u re ;  the Colombo branch will be 
organized on Tuesday next, nnd the indications point to 
Kandy following suit. The now membership already 
embraces the highest aud most energetic class of B ud­
dhists, irrespective of sect, and—always a  prime consider­
ation in any campaign— the best able to supply the sinews 
of war. These several brandies will, of course, be u lti­
mately brought into one general league, or Buddhistic 
section, of the  parent Theosophical Society, and we may 
reasonably look for a thorough exposition of Gautama's 
doctrine. As in all o ther churches, corruptions and abuses 
have crept into the Buddhistic. The  Cingalese priesthood 
is divided into I wo great sects— the Amarapoora aud the 
Siamese, each deriving its authority  from the place whose 
name it bears. The real differences between them are 
trilling, and yet, as between onr Christian sects, there is a 
good deal of petty  rancour. Still the leaders of both sects 
perceive the advantages of the alliance offered by the 
Theosophists. and so vie with each other iu tenders of 
co-operation. Colonel Olcott and Madame Blavatsky, 
have, in the plainest words, announced that, their Society 
will not meddle in any of the internal questions of a 
theological or doctrinal nature, nor permit it to be made 
the organ for forcing these family differences upon the 
public attention. Nor will they propagate the idolatrous 
perversions of primitive Buddhism fastened upon the 
church in Ceylon by successive Tamil dynasties. The 
corner-stone o l 'Sakya Muni's philosophy was the doctrine 
of Merit, its cap-stone that of Nirvana. These the  
Western world wishes expounded, and there is reason for 
every admirer of Gautam a to look with a friendly eye 
upon the  present movement.

“'T h e  Thcosophists left (ialle lor their tour northward 
on the 2(ith instant, in carriages supplied by a committee 
a t  Dodaiuluwa. Colonel Olcott was obliged to speak 
twice 011 that day— at Ainbalangoda and Dodanduwa. 
The party slept a t  the  la tte r  place, and the next morning 
moved forward iu two mail-coaches, sent on by the fisher­
men of (ialle, whose application to offer this courtesy 
wa.s communicated, I believe, iu my last letter. Four 
speeches were squeezed out of the Colonel 1111 that day—  
two of them to tremendous crowds. One of these was 
gathered in and about the  temple a t Piyngalle, and, as 
is remarked above, there was a procession. One incident 
of the day created no little fun. Ju s t  after leaving Piya- 
gallo the leading coach was stopped by a man who came 
running out of a house carrying a retlector-lnmp in his 
hand. Tho party thought something serious must have 
happened— a  bridge Imj oi i  carried away, or something of 
the sort. But the lamp-bearcr only turned the blaze 
of the light upon the  occupants of the coach, pointed out 
Madame Blavatsky and the Colonel to a lew admiring 
friends, said he only wanted to have a look at them, told 
tho coach to proceed, and asked whether the Pnrsecs 
were in tho next coach. Is it not Goethe who tells in 
his memoirs about the visit lie received from a young 
fellow one day, who sent iu his card, entered the room, 
refused Goethe’s invitation to be seated, surveyed him 
carefully from a distance, walked around his chair and 
took a back view and, then without a W o r d  laid a gold 
piece upon Goethe’s writing-table, and walked to the 
door. U pon being called back and asked tho cause of 
his strange behaviour, and especially for leaving the money, 
he said tha t he had been most anxious to see the  great



man, had now been gratified, nml thought il. no more 
than liiir l«> compensate liim for tin' l>ri<•)’ interruption 
of liis wfu'k— lor wliieli In* begged pardon. Tin- story 
is a good one anyhow, and lliis onr will almost serve a.s a 
pendant. Tins next day and night and Saturday morning 
were passed at Kalatura, where an address was delivered 
to some 2,000 people in a cocoanut-grovc, and another 
a t  tlie adjoining village of Wolira, where resides tlie 
priest, Subhitti, whose erudition lias been made known 
in Kurope by Mr. Childers in liis Pali dictionary. Tlie 
party lunched at tbe- bouse ol Mr. Arnatbalam, tbe Justice 
of Kalatura, a Cambridge graduate ami a gentleman ol 
high breeding and culture. The untinished railway 
(Colombo nnd (Salle Railway) is lien: readied, and tin: 
Theosopliists were conveyed by train to l ’nnadure, where 
the station and platform were found tastefully decorated 
with cocoanuts, Dowers, and foliage, ami both s i d e s  ol 
the main street and the approach to the bungalow set 
apart fqr "their use lined with strips ol palm-lcaves sus- 
|K*nded from continuous cords. T heir  lmst a t this town 
was the venerable ami wealthy Mudeliar Andris I’ereia, 
a stately old man with a large family ol stalwart sons 
and daughters. Ho had not allowed any commit,tee to 
assist, but had supplied everythin*;— decoration, house, 
furniture, food, anil servants—at his personal cost. As
the guests neared the bungalow, they saw a triumphal
arch erected at the gate of the compound, and their host 
approaching them in the full uniform ot bis rank ol 
Mudeliar. A large shell coml*— -the comb is worn by
all Cingalese gentlemen— was in bis iron-gray ha ir ;  his
dress comprised a blue frock-coat, with gold Irogs and 
jewelled buttons : the  national skirt, or illioti, worn as 
a simple wrapping without folds and eonlinod a t  tho 
waist by a gold-clasped belt : a satin waist-coat with two 
lows of large emeralds for b u t to n s ; and a magnificent 
sword with solid gold scabbard and hilt, both studded 
with gems, suspended from a solid gold baldric elabomtoly 
carved. H e was attended by two stave-bcarers in un i­
form, and followed by his family and a host of acquain­
tances. As he marched along in tin: lull sunlight, h e  

‘ certainly presented a very gorgeous appearance. 11 is 
, sword and baldric alone are computed io be worth at 

least,-£2,.->00.”

After the above was pu t in type, tlie following letter was 
retroiveil from one of our delegates in Ceylon to a Iricml 
here. As it contains many details of great interest, we 
give it room here.

K.\i>euiTK l ln rs i : ,
( ' o I o i i i Ih i, ./»/!<’ 1->, I 8<S0.

I have lieeii almost afraid to pu t pun to paper, feeling 
bow inadequately 1 should convey to you any idea, of our 
doings here. Wc have, indeed, been paying tbe penally 
of greatness. Followed, wherever we go, by eiithusiatie 
thousands, not a moment to ourselves, our bungalow a t  all 
times surrounded by a  crowd, wliieli the u tm ost endeavours 
of two policemen can hardly prevent lroin making forcible 
entry. Our whole available time is taken up in receiving 
calls. We have ju s t  returned from Kandy, the ancient, 
capital of Ceylon. It, is a lovely place, its environs still 
lovelier— it is 0,000 feet above tbe sea level, and tlie cli­
mate magnificent. Words altogether tail me to do justice 
to tlie beauty of the  scenery, exquisite both in form and 
color. We were perm itted , to sec th a t  sacred relic, tbe 
tooth of Buddha, which is very rarely shown, this being,
I believe, the first time since the visit ot the Prince of 
Wales, five or six years ago. The scene was a most s tri­
king one— the courtyard of the temple filled with an eager 
crowd of devotees drawn to the  sjiot by a double a ttrac­
tion— the sacred tooth and the Theosopliists. The an te ­
room anti the staircase leading to the chamber where the 
relic is kept, were filled by a crowd of Kandian chiefs and 
other gentlemen— the chiefs being conspicuous by reason 
of their extraordinary costume—a costume which J am 
sure no words of mine can do justice to. I will simply 
say that it consists of velvet hat of tremendous size and of

bright color, heavily embroidered with gold, a short, jacket 
of the same material, the sleeves of which are padded, so 
as to make the shoulders apparently rise half way up the 
head. A w hite satin vest., embroidered with gold and sil­
ver, is worn under this, and the lower man is swathed in 
about, fifteen petticoats secured at the waist, by an em­
broidered and jewelled girdle— the enxcmhh' being .simply 
immense. The relic, when not on exhibition, is kept in a 
series of pagodas of gold and precious stones, each one 
tilling into the other, I don't know how many there are. 
but the first one is about three <>r four inches high, anil 
the last one about two feet. (Inc of the most interesting 
things we have s jen  since we came to Ceylon wns the 
ceremony of ordination to the priesthood. We were in­
vited while in Kandy to one such ceremony by Suman- 
gala, the High Priest of Adam’s Peak, and a t  the appoint­
ed time of N I*..M., proceeded to tbe temple, a building of 
Some 2.'>0 years old, the  gift of one of the Kandian kings. 
It is a rectangular oblong structure, the roof supported on 
two rooms of square monolithic columns with carved and 
painti.'d capitals ; at one end is a niche in which is placed 
a large im ige of Buddha in the sitting posture, in front 
of this sat two rows of priests, the chief priest being in 
the centre of the front rank, all seated with I heir backs 
to the image. Oil e ither side of the hall were seated 
other rows of priests within the lines of columns leaving 
the aisles free. In one of these aisles, against walls were 
placed mats aud cushions for our accommodation, and to 
which we were duly ushered on entering. Shortly after 
our arrival the proceedings commenced. A side door 
opened and the neophyte, dressed iu the cost,nine (pre­
viously described) of a Kandian chief, entered,attended by 
two sponsors, who introduced him lo the chief priest before 
w hom he knelt  and bowed his head to the ground— this 
la tte r  with considerable difficulty owing to the fifteen 
petticoats; lie then repeated some, lines in Pali and retired 
to the centre of the ball where his sponsors despoiled him 
of his finery, and endued him with the priestly rolw, lie 
was then lcdlxick to tbe priest, re|>eated more lilies, retired, 
walking backwards, returned, and said a few more lines: this 
with sundry genuflexions, bowings, itc., completed f lie cere­
mony. I must not forget to mention the Ian held by the 
High Priest, during  the ceremony ; it w a s  about two feet iu 
diameter with a perfect, club of carved ivory by way of 
handle ; I suppose fhe thing must have weighed ten 
pounds a t  least.
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and inaugurated by Colonel Olcott, and Madame Blavatsky 
on the Kith ultimo, and the following officers were elected 
Ibr the current, year :—

J ’rcs'uh'iil : Andrew Parera : Vhy-Prcsiih'tils : Simon 
Silva and Sena Derage Tepanis Perera; I 'a m U l o f  the 
iSocii'ty: Pandit  Don Andris de Silv a Batuwantudawe ; 
S w t ' l i t r y ; John  Jan ies  Thicdman; Tivimtrer:  Simon Perera 
Dharma < lunnawanlhana ; (Joniicillorn : John  Uoliert de 
Silva. ; William D. Abrew ; ( -harles Stephen Pereira ;
II. Aniaris Fe rnando ; 0 .  Mathew Fcrnandu.
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