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Tilt; Editors disclaim rcs|»nisil)ilily rnru|)iiiin ns c.\|in ssi!d 
by CDiitributms in their u rtidrs . l i ic a t  la t i tu d e  is allowed 
c-nrri!M|>oiiduiits, and tlic)’ almiu arc aicomitalilu  lor wliat 
they write. K jre tud  MSS. arc not returned.

A res|>cctal)lc Anglo-Indian journal, reviewing our J a n u ­
ary number, hinted tliat tin.; least o! goinl tilings sjiri’iid 
lor mu readers wmdd not, be ijuite com|ili 'tc until con tr i­
butions from 1‘arsi and Musalinau writi-rs were secured. 
The i>rusent number, a t least, must satisfy our critic since 
it will Ik; found to contain articles of merit from able 
rc|»reseiitatives of tlio.se two faiths. Did any magazine 
ever before exhibit a more jierfeut ami fraternal “ Ev;iiigo-
liciil A l l ia n c e ” th a n  this

The Work wc h av e  lo  do iu Ind ia  m igh t be so m u c h  i m ­
peded  by loolish m isco n c ep t io n s  t h a t  we h e a r t i l y  welcome 
an y  add i t iolial c \  idclic i1 sh o w in g  th a t  I lie p u b l ic  alii I iori t ics  
a i l - now a l ive  to th e  t r u e  c h a ra c t e r  ot o u r  und< rtakiii!/ .  It 
has a l r e a d y  been  a n n o u n c e d  in th e se  c o lu m n s  th a t  th e  
P o li t ica l  1 ) i p a l  t m c n t  ol th e  • lovel i i lneu t o f  In d ia ,  from 
w hich  th e  ordei to p lace  o u r  p a r ty  u n d e r  P u lic r  su rv e i l lan ce  
l i is t  o r ig in a ted ,  sonic  t u n e  ago  re sc in ded  th a t  o rd e r  a n d  
a n n o u n c e d  th a t  th e  T h e o so p h is t s  w ere  110  lo n g e r  to  be 
m oles ted .  I h is  Was all t he  nuii iiih' ho iw n tb lc  {ha t  cou ld  be 
m a d e  in a m a t t e r  w hich  p e r t a in e d  to  th e  conf id en tia l  b ran ch  
of t i n - serv ice  a n d  had  n ev e r  found a p lace in th e  (.ia/.ette. 
J t is p le a s a n t  lo feel th a t  th e  g ro u n d less ,  a n d  in view o f  o u r  
a n t e c e d e n t s  a b su rd ,  no t io n  th a t  sonic  po li t ica l  d e s ign s  lay 
h id d e n  m i l le r  o u r  in t im a c y  w ith  th e  n a t iv e s  a n d  o u r  des ire  
to  g iv e  a new  in ip lu sc  to  th e  s tu d y  ol' o r ie n ta l  ph ilosophy , 
h a s  a lr ead y  b e en  d is s ip a te d  by th e  progress  o f  t im e.  O u r  
fr ie iids will be  a d d i t io n a l ly  g lad  to h e a r  t h a t  w i th o u t  th e  
necess i ty  for th e  s l ightest,  sacrifice o f  self-respect, ou 
o u r  part ,  th e  last s h a d e  of m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  ou th e  p a r t  
of ( io v c rn m c u t  lias been  c lea red  atvay. T h o se  w ho k n ow  
u s  a t  all need  not lie told th a t  l l ie i c  is no a ssoc ia tion  m 
th e  world w hich  b u i ld s  its hope  ot success on ( io v e r n m e n t  
favour, less th a n  th e  T h eo so p h ica l  Socie ty . O u r  b us iness  
is w ith  t r u t h  a n d  ph i lo sop hy ,  not w ith  po li t ies  o r  a d m i n i s ­
tr a t io n .  Jill t th e  coi id it lolis ot life III 11 id la al'c su ch  t h a t  t lie. 
m o d icu m  of  ( lovei nu ic n t  fa v o u r  w hich consis ts  of f reedom  
from th e  b l i g h t in g  elici ts ot ac t iv e  d is tavoiir ,  is e s sen tia l  
to  thi" success  ol eVeli a  plll el v i l i tc l lcc t llal In o V em eu t. 11 is 
sa t is fac to ry  to  icali/ .c  t h a t  we now receive  — us vie a re  c e r ­
ta in ly  e n t i t l e d  to  rece ive  t h a t  m u c h  s u p p o r t  from  th e  
ru le rs  of th i s  c o u n t r y  to  w hose sp i r i tu a l  in te re s t s  We have  
d e v o te d  o u r  lives. Anil now t h a t  th is  s u p p o r t  has  been  
l ib e ra l ly  g r a n t e d ,  we c a n n o t  be  m isu n d e rs to o d  if we add, 
t h a t  th e r e  is no o rg a n iz a t io n  iu th is  laud  on w hich th e  
B r i t i s h  ( i o v e r n m e n t  in In d ia  cou ld  look k in d ly  w i th  b c t l e r  
rcasoii th a n  o u r  own. As an  in d e p e n d e n t  link b e tw een  
tw o  races  w h ic h  th e  ( I o v e rn m e n t  e xp resses  a wish to  set' 
m i l l e d  in  c loser  in t im ac y ,  as  a society  w hich is s t e rn ly  
i n t o l e r a n t  ot s e d i t io n s  efforts  of an y  k in d  a m o n g  i ts  
m e m b e r s — we have  a l r e a d y  done  b e t t e r  se rv ice  to  the, 
cause  of pu b lic  o rd e r  in th is  co u n try ,  th a n  i t s  ru le rs  a re  
a w a re  o f  h a v in g  rece ived  a t  o u r  han ds .  l in t  so the. 
f a d  s ta n d s ,  a n d  th u s  it  is th a t  wc receive, w ith  th e  
full sa t is fac t ion  a t t e n d i n g  a conv ic t ion  tha t  wc d e se rv e  
it, th e  k in d ly  l l iough  c a u t io u s  g r e e t i n g  c o n vey ed  in  the  
fo llow ing  l e t t e r  from th e  Persona l A t t e n d a n t  of th e  
Viceroy, in a c k n o w le d g m e n t  ol th e  rece ip t  of th e  first 
th r e e  n u m b e r s  ol th e  Tllinis<>l‘l 11ST, lo rw arded  by  th e  
co n d u c to r  ol t h i s  jou rn a l  for 11 is Exce llency 's  p e ru s a l :  
] ) k a u  M a d a m ,  ( ‘i i lmlhi ,  1st J o n n a i y  /W(>.

I s u b m i t t e d  to  I l i s  Exce llency  th e  Viceroy th e  I c t t e r  
wliicli you ad d re s se d  to me an d  th e  n u m b e r s  o f  th e  
T il  Ii'>S<M’ll 1ST w hich  you w ere good en o u g h  to  send.

H is  E xce l len cy  d e s i re s  m e  to  say th a t  lie is g lad  to  find 
a Socie ty  of W e s te rn  ori 
to  t i n - p u r s u i t  o f  In d ia n  ph ilo sop hy

V ours  tru ly ,
(S.I.) U. 11. M. B A T T E N ,

To M m k . B l a v a t h k v .

in devoting itself with such zeal



f  i f  K T H E  0  S 0  P  f i ! s  T , [February, 1886.

Our party should feel deeply grateful to the London 
‘ Spirit ualist ’ for the suggestion th a t  Theosophy may he 
regarded a.s a ‘subordinate branch of S p i r i tu a l i s m m e a n in g  
thereby not the. general antithesis of materialism, but the 
W estern plienomenalistie movement ot our days. This is 
extremely liberal ; about as much so as for a Manchester 
n a n  to concede that the British Empire is an auxiliary 
brunch of the  county ol Lancashire. When it can be 
shown that a part, of anything can contain its whole, that 
the tail can wag the dog, ot th a t  the ocean can he put 
into a gallon measure, then it will l>e time to seriously 
dehate the novel proposition put forth by the respectable 
metropolitan organ of the Spiritualists. Especially, as it is 
by no means d e a r  tliat it is not personal ra ther than public 
opinion which the paragraph in question rellects.

Some mont hs ago, ;m influential Burial Reform society 
of an Australian city asked advice of the Theosophical 
Society as to the best method of disposing of the dead, the 
special arguments in favor of coreinatiou being particularly 
called for. These were- given ; together with an official 
report upon the cremation in America of the body of the late 
Baron .1. I I. I)e Palm, one of our Councillors. The preju­
dice among W estern people', against cremation is not strong 
enough to withstand the advancement of scientific know­
ledge, and it will not be very many years before this mode 
of sepulture will b e  widely practised. Yet a strong pre­
judice docs si  ill exist. To such as entertain it, nml, more 
e s p e c i a l l y  lo such as wish In bring home from the baltle- 
l i e l d  o r  11• >i11 a distant land the bodies of friends, a recent 
< Jernian discovery will have great, interest. M r .  Krcis- 
mann, United States Consul-! Jencral a t  Berlin, in a des­
patch t.n t he Department, of State, gives a description of 
this method for the preservation of dead bodies. The in­
ventor, or discoverer, had obtained a .patent, for the process, 
but the (icrma.ii Government, appreciating the high im­
p o r t a n c e  of tho invention, induced the .pa ten tee  to aban­
don his patent. Thereupon the Government published a 
l u l l  description of the process, as set forth in the letters 
patent. It is as follows :

The dead bodies of human beings and animals by this 
process fully retain their form, color, and flexibility, even 
a l te r a  period of years. Such dead bodies may be dissect­
ed for purposes of science and criminal ju risprudence: 
decay, and the offensive smell of decay, are completely 
prevented. Upon incision, the muscular flesh shows the 
same appearance as in the case ot a f re sh  dead body. 
Preparations made of the several parts, such as natural 
skeletons, lungs, entrails, kr„, retain their softness and 
pliability. The liquid used is prepared as follows: In 
.’!,000 grammes of boiling water tire dissolved 100 grammes 
of alum, "2 ’> grammes of cooking stilt, 12 grammes of salt­
petre, l>0 grammes of potash, and It) gran tines of arsenic 
acid. Tho solution is allowed to cool and is filtered. To 
10 litres of this neutral, colorless, odorless liipiid 4 litres 
of glycerine and one litre of methylic alcohol are to be 
added. The process of preserving or embalming dead 
bodies by means of this liquid consists, as a rule, in sa tu ­
rating and impregnating those bodies with it. From l.V 
to ■> litres of the liquid tire used for a body, according to 
its size.

The Library of the Theosophical Society contains a rare 
old hook entitled ‘ Nekrokedeia, or the Al t  of Elitb,•dining' 
iu which every process known to the Egyptians and other 
old nations is described. It will there be seen that this 
(iernmii process possesses very little of novelty, the n i­
trates and chlorides of metals, together with various an t i ­
septic balsamic substances, having been employed at the 
remotest epochs.

All the speakers a t the late Aniversary festival not 
having sent iu their MSS., the pamphlet is not yet ready 
for delivery. .

The number of our subscribers ha,s been so unexpected­
ly large tha t the supply of the November issue is now en­
tirely, and of the October almost., exhausted,

} . T H E  B R E T  H E R N  OF T H E  R O S Y  C RO SS.

Bv A i. i:x a n j )KU Wiu>ki», M.D., V ic k -P rk s id k n t  o f  
Tl I K T h k o s u p i i k a i . S o c i e t y .

] ‘rofvtutor o f J ’/n/sioloqi/ anil I'm/chological Medicine in the I'ni- 
ted Sta.tet Medical College. Secretary o f (he. National Kclectie, 
Medical .inundation u f the I'nited Staten, Honorary Member of 
the K icctie  Medical Societica o f Illinois, Michigan., Connecticut 
and I'cnnxylwtniit, ete., Honorary Fellow o f the Anthropo­
logical Society o f Lieerpool, Eng., >:tc.

Were there Rosicrucians or were there not ? This 
question agitated Europe two centuries ago, as L uther 
before that, and Savanamla, and Markion had each in his 
own time and way shaken the Church to its very founda­
tions. All this was because a little book had appeared in 
the country of W iirtem hurg purporting to unfold the 
existence of a secret fraternity possessing arcane and scien­
tific knowledge, and devoted to the amelioration of human 
suffering, and the enlightenment of mankind.

The religionists of the seventeenth century could see 
only blasphemy and iniquity in such a proposition. They 
invoked fire from heaven upon the Brotherhood, and threat­
ened them with death by breaking on the wheel. A few 
years before, Bruno had been burned a t  the stake by order 
of the Holy Office for teaching the Copernican system and 
the Pythagorean philosophy ;and now Lutherans wore em u­
lating Humanists in their frenzy to get human blood to 
shed. A few years later these vultures were sated to the 
full. Iu Idl.S began the thirty  years’ war between Ca­
tholic and I’rntestant Germany, which sucked all Europe in­
to its blood y vortex, and continued t ill whole districts were 
depopulated, and the wild beasts of the forest., succeeded 
to the abodes of more ferocious humankind. After the wor 
came pestilence. Small-pox broke out spontaneously, and 
the Black Death accompanied. Europe was a prodigious 
charnel.

The tale of the Brotherhood was modest enough. Chris­
tian Rosenkreuz had been a traveller in the East, where 
he had received instruction into the profoundest lore,— 
magian, rabbinic, theurgic and . alchemic. Among other., 
acquirements, were tins knowledge of the philosopher's 
stone, the art of tra.nsmut.ing metals, and the elixir of life. 
Returning to Germany, he established a little fraternity of 
eight disciples, obligating them to keep the doetrine secret, 
for the space of one hundred and twenty years after his 
death. This occurred in l4«S4;and accordingly iu 1004 
then; appeared The Di.'tcorcry u f  the BrothrrhoOil o f  the. 
UtiHortihlr Ortlc.r o f  the Ron;/ Cross. I t  appealed to all 
who desired to co-operate with them to make public their 
names. The liosieruciuns, it  declared, were genuine Pro­
testant,s. They were engaged in no movement or conspi- 
raey against the  ruling powers. Their aim was the dimin­
ishing of human wretchedness, the spread of education, the 
advancement of learning, science, universal enlightenment, 
aud love. They possessed profound and occult knowledge, 
such as the alchemists, Arabian thaumaturgists, Egyptian 
and ( 'haldean wise men had brought forth; but all that 
was of little account. Their one high purpose was to benefit 
their fellow-creatures, body and soul.

A fire-brand of more destructive nature could not have 
been hurled into the  combustible pyre of Europe. The 
Pope, the Emperor, the Christian and Catholic kings, the 
Protestant nionarchs of the Baltic and North seas, ex­
ploded with terrible concussion. N o t till th irty  years of 
war and massacre hail passed by, could the boiling cal­
dron become quiet. Universal love and enlightenment, 
even now, if duly proclaimed, would imperil every throne in 
Europe f rom th a t  of Alexander to the royal seat of Victo­
ria ; and even the political factions of the United States, 
b la tant in their  professions of freedom and democracy, 
would crumble to their primeval atoms.

Nevertheless, they tell us tha t  there were no Rosicru- 
ei.ins. The Brotherhood was all a fond dream, written 
out by a Lutheran mystic divine named Andrete, on pur­
pose to rouse the philanthropic miuds of oppressed Europe



to concerted action. A  confederacy of sueli men, he be­
lieved, would renovate the world. But no great conven­
tion wa.s held for the purpose. 'Ihe  reporters and daily 
newspapers of the tim e had no sensational articles unfold­
ing the plans of the Grand Alliance lor the Amelioration 
of H um an  (Calamity. It may he added tha t  there was no 
country in Europe where such a convention could have 
met, except, in secret. They would have needed th a t  ex­
traordinary Temple of the  Holy ( i host u n d e rg ro u n d ,  if 
they had ventured upon their  World’s conference. As the 
matter stands, nobody can intelligently declare th a t  they 
did not so assemble.

Learned men have made but a very indifferent handling 
of the matter. Des Cartes advertised all through Ger­
many for men who belonged to the  Rosicrueian fra te rn i ty ,  
or knew of it. H e  received letters from every sort ot ad ­
venturer, hut nothing affording the least light upon the 
subject of his enquiry. It was finally his opinion that, 
there wa.s no such association in existence. It. is plain 
enough that, if then! were Rosicruoians, the knowledge 
concerning them had been hid from the wise and p ru ­
dent hu t  was revealed to babes.”

Andrea? declared th a t  the Rosicruciaus had .symbols and 
occult means of communication similar to those of the 
Alchemists and Astrologists. Indeed the lied ( 'rosshad been 
the badge of the Templars. That Order had been sup­
pressed iu 1807, yet Francis I. had burned four members 
alive, a short time previous, l i e  had also exterminated 
the Albigcnses ot Provence, a Gnostic brotherhood, with 
sue ret, rit.es and symbols, dating from the earlier ( 'hristian 
centuries. The iiosicmcian Brotherhood (hen, hud usages 
in common with both.

Ignorance has always been the mother of unquestioning 
orthodoxy. Nobody is so hostile to the general dissemina­
tion of knowledge as a priest,. Greater cruelty has never 
been perpetrated among mankind than that, authorised 
and commanded by the  ministers of religions. From 
Theodosius down, the record of tho Christian religion has 
been the autobiography of the seven-headed bloody red 
Dragon.

'T h e  Persian conquest of Asia Minor had led to the 
establishment of the religion of Mithras in that, country. 
After the destruction of the Umpire of Alexandria, the 
kingdom of Pontus was established, having Mithraism fol­
ks ruling faith. When Pompoy conquered the country, the 
religion was carried thence to every part of the Roman 
Empire. The father of Jesus it  is said was a. “ soldier of 
Mithras.” It flourished as a secret worship till its sup­
pression by Theodosius ; and even then, the juu janl or 
country-people kept up the observance away down into the 
Media:val period. The Popes and Bishops denounced the 
rites as magic, witchcraft and commerce with the Powers 
of Darkness. Probably the Witchcraft of the Middle Ages 
was a relic of the old Magian worship.

In the seventh century, Sylvanus, a native of Samasata, 
established the fiaternity of Paulicians, including in it 
tho various Gnostic communes, the Mauichcnians of Arme- 
nicus, and the Mithraites of Pontus. Their doctrines 
were an amalgama tion of the  Pauline and the  Zoroastrian ; 
but they denounced' the Ebionite religionists of Judea. 
They were fiercely persecuted by all the Christian E m ­
perors, Arian as well as Athanasian. For near two 
centuries they maintained an independent government in 
the Caucasus. One of the emperors colonised a part  of 
them iu France, whence they spread into Bulgaria. Being 
employed in the Roman armies, they were transferred to 
various countries of Europe ; I taly and France abounded 
with proselytes. Among these were the Albigcnses.

Other believers in the Gnosis or arcane knowledge had 
been removed into Persia. They were denominated Sophi 
or sages, the worshipers of Sophia or Heavenly wisdom. 
Their converts were known as Sufis, and long constituted 
the learned class of the country. They were expert in medi­
cine and astronomy, and adepts iu secret doctrines. They 
believed in a grand universal creed which could be secretly

held under any profession of an outward faith ; and in fact, 
took a similar view of religious systems to tha t  en ter­
tained by the ancient philosophers. A mystic union with 
the  Divinity, theurgic powers, and a tendency to as­
cot ism, characterised them.

Thus the Iiosicmcian Brotherhood possessed a heritage 
of all the arcane systems and religions of the earlier world. 
Hargrave Jennings,their  latest, chronicler imputes to them  
the symbols, traditions and learning of the principal mys­
tic fraternities. The Hermetic philosophy of Egypt, tlu; 
tiro-theosophy of Persia, Druid-worship, Gnosticism, the 
Kahala, the Ancient Mysteries and Orders of K nigh t­
hood, Magic, Alchemy, H indu  belief's, etc., all are treated 
by him in this connection. His style is curiously compli­
cated ; be tells little where he seems In be telling much, 
and with an obscurity of expression which seems to show 
little real knowledge or understanding of his subject. Vet 
he reveals the secret when to the non-expert lie apparen t­
ly hides it closest.

Could they change metals into gold ? “ N ature  herself” 
said Mcjnour to Glyndon, " is a laboratory in which metals 
aud all elements are for ever a t  change. Easy to make 
gold— easier, more commodious, and cheaper still, to make 
the pearl, the diamond and the ruby.” Raymond Lulli, 
a Franciscan monk, born in 1 2:14, a rare expert in medi­
cine and alchemy, is said by one writer to have supplied 
Edward 1. with six millions of money to enable him to 
carry on war against the Turks in Palestine. Another 
writer affirms that he made gold for Edward III .  in the.
Tower of London, for an entire coinage of gold nobles,
l ie  endeavoured to unite  the European countries in a pro­

jec t  to Christianise Asia nnd A frica ; hut. failing in this, 
set out alone. He made several converts ; but was finally
stoned to death by the Moslems iu 11! 14.

Thomas Vaughan (Eugenius Philalcthos) lived in the, 
reigns of the first Jam es  and Charles, who were rather 
famous fur persecutions of “ witches."* l ie  relates that, he 
endeavoured once to sell 1200 m arks’ worth of gold to a 
goldsmith. The man told him at first, sight- that tha t gold 
never came out of the mines, bu t had been produced by 
artificial means, not being of the  standard uf any known 
kingdom. He hurried away, leaving his gold behind.

Indeed, if a single element lies at the Inundation ot 
nature, as Dr. Thomas R., Frazer of Halifax, N. S., has 
demonstrated, an opinion in which he is followed by
S. Pancoast of Philadelphia and .1. Norman Lockyer, to 
whom the  credit is given— then the transmutation ot 
metals is a m atter  perhaps in reach.

Is there a n  Elixir capable of prolonging life? Thomas 
Vaughan was born about the year 1(512. A writer iu 1740 
remarks: " H e is believed by those of his fraternity to he 
living even now; and a person of great credit at N urem ­
berg in Germany affirms that, he conversed with him but 
a year or two ago. Nay, it  is further asserted that this 
very individual is the president, ot the illuminated in 
Europe, and that, lie sits as such iu all tlu-ir annual 
meetings.”

Artephius, who lived 7.">0 years ago wrote a. book en­
titled On tlm A r t  o f  P rolonijhuj H u m a n  life, in which 
he asserted, tha t  he had already attained the age of 102.1 
years. Several asserted th a t  he was the personage whose 
life was written by Philostratus under the name of Apollo­
nius of Tyana. H e wrote a book on the philosopher’s 
stone, which was published at Paris in Hi I 2.

“ All tha t  we profess to do is t h i s ” said Mcjnour to 
Glyndon; “ to find out the  secrets of the human frame, to 
know why the parts ossify and the blood stagnates, and 
to apply continual preventives to the effects ol time. 
This is not magic; it  is the art of Medicine rightly under­

, stood. In our order we hold most, noble— first, that, 
knowledge which elevates the intellect; secondly, that 
which preserves the body.”

* W ilrli is juvc isely  th e  K n^lish wor»l fo r  T ho Ciii“Ntk*s wero
of Sorcery .



Tho Into Major-General Ethan A. Hitchcock wns like his 
grandfather the noted Ftlian Allen ol Ticanderaga fame, 
addicted to curious stmlv. In his treatise A lrlm w y muf 
Ihr A b 'hrm  'mls, In* deduces an allegorical interpretation for 
t lie philosopher's stone, the transimit.at,ion of metals, anil 
t In; el ixir of life. “ Tlio genuine a d e p ts ’ says he, ‘‘ were 
searchers alter tru th  in the highest, sense of Ihis word.’ 
'I'lie philosopher's stone, he adds, “ ean be I ot 11 id in im 
other thing in the universe but (lie nature ol man, made 
iu the image of Chid. ” The Klixir under this interpretation, 
Would signify spir i tuality—“ eternal life." Sallust the 
New-I’latoiiie philosopher has instructed us tha t  “ tha t  
v hit’ll in a literal souse is manifestly absurd and impossi­
ble, must be understood in some other sense.”

Lord Mulwer-Lytton has forcibly depicted the careers of 
Zanoni and Mejnour, living through the ages Irom the. 
period when the Chaldean Akkads ruled in Babylonia, 
lie  has shown that, the boon of life is lint desirable, though 
lie represents it, with none of Ihe horrors which charac­
terise I lie story of the Wandering .lew, forgotten by death. 
Mr. Jennings, following in a similar vein remarks that, 
Rosicrucians evade (lie idea tha t  they possess any ex tra­
ordinary or separate knowledge, they live simply as mere 
spectators in the world, and lliey desire to make no dis­
ciples, converts nor coiilidenls. They submit to the 
obligation of lilo, and to relationships-- enjoying the 
fellowship of none, admiring none, following none but, 
themselves. They obey all codes, are excellent citizens, 
and only preserve silence in regard to their own private 
convictions, giving the world ihehenelit  of I heir aopiirc- 
meiils up to a. certain p o in t;  seeking only sympathy at 
some angles of their multiform character, but. shiii,ling out. 
cm iosily wholly when flu-y do nol, w ish its imperative 
eyes. This is the reason flial the Rosicrucians passed 
through the world mostly uniiol iced, and lhal, people ge­
nerally disbelieve th a t  there were ever such persons; or 
believe that if there wore, (heir pretensions are an ini- 
|Misitiou.

It is not generally known that tho llo.sicruci.-ins bound 
themselves to obligations of comparative poverty but ab­
solute chastity in the  world,with certain dispensations and 
remissions that, fully answered their  purpose; lor they 
were not necessarily solitary people: on the contrary 
they were frequent ly gregarious, a I id mixed lively with all 
classes, though privately adm itting  no law bill, their  own. 
Their notions of poverty, or comparative poverty, were 
different from those that usually prevail. They felt that, 
neither monarchs nor the wealth of monarchs could en ­
dow or aggrandise those who already esteemed themselves 
the superiors of all men ; and therefore, though declining 
riches, they were voluntary in the renunciation of them. 
They held to chastity, entertaining some very peculiar 
notinns alxiut the  real position of tin* female sex in the 
creation, the Enlightened or Illuminated brothel's held the 
monastic state tfl be infinitely more consonant with the 
intent ions of Providence.

Mr. Jennings refuses Lo explain these views more at, 
lengt.h. " We have drawn to ourselves a, certain frontier 
of reticence” says lie, “ up lo which margin we may freely 
com m ent; and the limit is ipiiLe extended enough for the 
present, popular purpose,— though we absolutely refuse to 
overpass it  with too distinct, explanations or to enlarge 
further on the strange persuasions of the Rosicrucians.”

They held th a t  all things visible and invisible were 
produced by the contention of light with darkness. The 
grossness and denseness in matter is due t,o its containing 
little of the divine light. Hut every object contains also 
in it, a possible deposit of light,, which will eventually ami 
inevitably Ih* liberated from the dark, dead substance. 
Unseen and unsuspected, there is shu t up there an inner 
magnetism, an ethereal spirit,, a divine aura, a . possible 
eager lire. All minerals, in this spark of light, have the 
rudimentary possibility of plants and growing organisms; 
all vegetables have rudimentary sensitives which may 
eventually enable them to change into locomotive crea­
tures, of meaner or nobler function,

Tho Rosicrucians claim to bo able to pass into the  next 
world, to work in it, and Ui bring back from it gold and the 
rli.rir ritar. This last was only to be won in tho audacity 
of (iod-aided alchemic explorations, and was independent 
of those mastered elements, or nutritions, necessary to 
ordinary common life. Tin; daily necessary food taken 
for the sustenance of the body wa.s the means of dissolu­
tion.

Man's interior natural law is contained in Clod's ex ­
terior magical law. It f o l l o w s  tha t man has a secondary 
nature, lie is a ruin, so to speak, ami lives in the ruins or 
dregs of a higher creat ion. Woman entered the great 
scheme as it.s negative or obverse. She is of the natural 
order, and represents nature. She had therefore 110 part, 
iu the earliest, spiritual, supernal world ; but pertains to 
material existence,— to the “ fall into generation.'' The 
yielding to her fascination is the losing of man’s place in 
the. scheme of the Immortal World, and the receiving ot 
Death instead. H e forsakes the v m n in a  for the vonihui, 
the ttoum eim  for the pht'iiom nio, the divine, interior life, 
for external manifestations and delights. Yet when the 
InetVable Light at the beginning entered into the em­
brace of the Primeval Darkness, it did a similar act.

Much has been written of the magic power of virginity. 
Little has been known. Creation is generation; and in 
generation, Cod is active. Virginity is therefore Cod’s 
Rest,— the Sabbath of the Universe. Hence it has been 
always regarded as Sacred— as Holy Silence. W e may 
note the contradiction ; Virginity is the key of Heaven, yet 
without, ils infraction there could be no heaven. Solve 
this whoever may.

Robert Flood (or Floyd) speaks of those who cannot, con­
ceive I he powers of arcane knowledge to be philosophers, 
unless they pu t  the ir  knowledge to some ordinary worldly 
use. If is au incomprehensible puzzle to tin* common 
worldly-wise man, th a t  persons who live in the mental 
atmosphere, have so little ambition to becomegold-makerx 
at d woalth-producers for the greedy. Rut their security 
is inherent, in this very inditVoivnco. Wars, pauperism, 
and all manner of calamity, are the out-come of the policy, 
mode of living, the canonised and popularised greed of the 
world.

The existence of Ihe Brotherhood is yet, in dispute—and 
probably always will be. “ There is scarcely one who 
thinks about, u s ” Flood says, “ who does not, believe that 
our Society lias no existence; because, as he truly d e ­
clares, lie never m et any of ns. And he concludes that' 
there is no such brotherhood because, iu his vanity, we 
seek not him to be our fellow.”

Certainly, so long as men believe in no such mysterious 
fraternity, its members are safe from persecution, and in­
terruption in their hallowed pursuits. They may carry 
their secrets with them safely,— secrets possessed dnriiig 
all the ages of human existence, and yet sacredly preserved 
from far-off time till now. DcQuincoy has aptly atid 
admiringly remarked of these Mejnours and Zationis. 
“ To be hidden amidst crowds is sublime. To come down 
hidden amongst, crowds from distant generations is 
doubly sublime.’’

The M ngians and Chaldean thcurgists were massacred'• • ♦ • • "t and driven into exile by Darius Hystaspes. Diokletiaii
destroyed the Sacred lwioks of Kgypt. Theodosius, Ju s t i ­
nian and the fanatic Moslems extirpated all whom they 
could find possessed of mystical learning. ' The hordes of 
Scythian banditti who ravaged all the  Fast— China,' 
India, Persia, Western Asia and even Europe— destroyed 
every shrine and crypt, of which they discovered the 
existence. Even the Catholic Church, King James 11; 'o f  
England, the Royal Council of Sweden, and the' colonial 
Legislatures of the United States, made the possession of 
occult knowledge a  capital offence. .

Yet they all missed the Rosicrueian Brotherhood! 
W hen Cagliostro-Balsamo was immured iu a Roman dun!-' 
goon, to he tortured and murdered, it was fondly imagined 
th a t  the ( lolden Secret would be disclosed, The hopo'
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was illusory. I t  could bo Communicated to none except 
tlio.se who wore able to comprehend it. A preparatory 
discipline was necessary for this purpose ; and whoever ac­
complished th a t  successfully, would certainly never betray 
it. I f  such a one could entertain the impossible idea of 
doing such a thing, the treasure would certainly be. found 
not to be in his possession.

So t.luj Rosicrueian philosophers have lived in every ago. 
Tliey have jostled others iu tin; church or at the market 
place, yet without being recognised. They art; numerous 
enough now, to constitute the salt of the earth. They al­
ways have maintained the ir  existence, and each of tlu; 
Brotherhood knows infallibly every member of the frater­
nity. Their existence may be a myth, yet it is not. The 
pundilc is for those who can comprehend it. “ None of 
the wicked will understand, but the wise will understand" 
said the prophet Daniel.

o r n  D U T Y  To I X/ t f A.

T u k  process of denationalization, which the London 
Era limn ini livers to lm visible in India, is more or less in­
evitable whenever a strung race, full of masculine vigor, 
dominates the country of mud her race which has passed 
through its cycle of forceful aggressiveness and reached 
the stage of recuperative inertia. Indolence and interest 
alike1 contribute to bring this about., and unless the subject 
people possess an enormous inherent, vitality, it either 
meets the fate ot the pour A/lee and becomes extinct, 
or that, of t lie primitive man of the I’aheolilhie age, pro­
genitor ol I lie present Arctic Esquimaux, and migrates to 
remote, uninhabited regions where its enemy will not 
care to pursue it.

This Economist tells us tliat the evils which England 
has in Hie ted  upon India are solely intellectual, ami states 
its case nniler three heads, of which the tirst is as follows :

1. Tin- first and greatest of these Inis lwen tins unintentional but 
inevitable suppression of intellectual pi-ngross in it* natural, and 
therefore )iojH*fii], grooves. Tlio English have not been w ithout care 
for their subjects’ minds, but their fan* has Imen not to develop them 
but to wre^t them violently into unnatural directions. They have 
insisted th a t the natives shall eventually cease lo be Asiatics ami 
In-come Europeans. They have taught them English literature, 
English mechanic*, and Western science, have rewarded progress iu 
those departm ents exclusively, and have judged every man according 
to the degree iu which lie lias niailo himself intellectually an 
Englishman. Above all nations Indians are moved by influence 
from above and consequently all intellectual |m w crhas been exerted 
in a direction iu which nine-tenths of its force is wasted, ami all ori­
ginality lias disappeared. Native poetry, Native philosophies, Nutive 
theologies, have ail died under the cold breath of the N orthern wind, 
nml in their stead we have a  generation of students, chiefly on the 
coiitt fringe, wasting powers which are sometimes extraordinary 
upon imitations, upon English poetry, English literature, English 
political thought—with tho result llint they occasionally produce 
things as clever as the Latin verses of M iltun, ami about as useful 
to themselves and lo mankind. h'clterod in a language which they 
understand without fueling, ami in a system of thought which they 
only borrow, the educated N atives become mere copyists, develop 
no original power, and pour out whole libraries of poor, though often 
correct, English, for which no liuuuin Iming is llio belter. Iu a hund­
red years, anlong a people of rare intelligence, no original mind — 
except, perhaps, liauunohuii lioy - lifts made itself fairly visible to 
the world ; while tho old learning has disappeared, aud tho body 
of the up|>er classes have become niaikedly less cultivated—culture, 
iu fact, of any genuine kind having been sujterscdcd by an English 
whitewash. This is an enormous evil, aud it extends to every de- 
]kirtmeut of thought tilt we never now see a great Native Politician 
or financier, or archilect, or original a rtis t of any kind whatever. 
The higher thought of the whole Iteonle iu all directions lies crushed, 
and iU originality is extinguished. That would l>o the result, even 
in this country, if the only road lo fame or power lay through 
1-atin ; and the Indian, besides l)cing far moro susceptible than the 
Euglisliuien, lias far less mental relation to him than wo have to the 
ancient Uoinaus. The pivot of thought is different. I t is noticed 
that Natives iu Pondicherry often become dark I'Veuchmeu, 1 ami 
they could have taken much from Arabs, but no ono except a  Chi­
ne** is so unlike an Englishman as the educated Native, who talks 
English w ithout an accent, and writes a tongue which, cxcept when 
he is in a satirical mood, is like English with the lone aud the melody 
alike gone out of it. We are producing a generation of im itators, 
llinjdst \vlio|i| creative thought is dyinir away, till a nation of philo­

sophers can only produce commentators ; a most poetic jienple liftvo 
given up original coni|io.sition ; and a nice which lias covered a 
continent wilh magnificent structures never produces a striking 
building.

I t  says many other pointed things under the remaining 
two heads, bu t these must be left to the political journals 
of India to discuss. I’xception may fairly be taken to 
certain assumptions in the portion above ipioted. For in­
stance, while it is most true that intellectual power has 
been wasted and originality is disappearing, the fault does 
not wholly lie a t  the dour of the British authorities. The 
intluential Natives who might, in a certain measure, have 
stemmed this wrong set of the current, have been supine; 
apathetic, unpatriotic. They have been too  given up to self­
indulgence in low vices, too forgetful of their duty to country, 
race, and the honor of the ir  glorious ancestors. W hether 
because their gurus have themselves lost all knowledge of 
the Veil, or because they are given up only to sensuality, 
or lor some other reason, most of tho Native nobles and 
princes sit idle and see the young generation going to 
spiritual death without a manful ell’ort to save them. A 
wailing complaint of this state of things comes to us 
from all parts of the country, almost every post brings 
us the lamentations of tlio.se who still remember the 
Past and shudder over the. possible Future. But let 
it not be supposed that all patriotic fervor is dead u n ­
der the cold breath of the Northern wind. Every 
sentence uttered by our President in his public addresses, 
here, a t  Meerut, Saliaranpore, Benares and Allahabad, 
about the dead splendor of Aryan civilization and the 
sacred duty to levive it by reviving Aryan philosophy, 
religion and science, has been greet,ed wilh unmistake- 
fiblu enthusiasm, and young Natives have risen lo propose 
votes of thanks, with moistened eyes, and voices trembling 
with emotion. Where it is possible to so touch tin; inner­
most chords of tin; heart, let no one suppose that our 
nation is so thoroughly emasculated as the writer of the 
Ecoiioni ixt Would have us believe. No, even this atro­
phic Modern India has a heart, a great I blobbing heart 
tha t can be moved aud can sutler— though many who 
should be the last to say so, call it stone. Tin; European 
inHiicucedescribed isfatallv potontialonly in tin-larger i-ities, 
where public patronage is most lavished. It is then- that 
one sees Natives wearing European clothes, drinking E u­
ropean brandy, riding in European carriages, and aping 
foreign manners to an absurd extent. The strictures in 
question apply only in a limited degree to affairs among 
the great body of the people, where Native influences 
have most w eight— and where the influential class aro 
Nut doing their  duty.

While our party wore at  Boms res, last mouth, they were 
visited by tha t em inent Orientalist, Dr. Thibaut, President 
of Benares College, and what did he toll them ? W hy 
th a t  neither he nor any other European Orientalist under­
stood the meaning of Sankliy.'i philosophy ; tha t  he could, 
not get it explained satisfactorily here ; and that all t he pan­
dits with whom he had conversed had assured him that the 
experimental proof of the ancient, spiritual science described 
in Indian works was not obtainable in these* days! What 
a sad commentary upon the stale ofnlfairs iu India!

I f  patriot Natives deplore the fact that there is So lunch 
truth, on the whole, in what t\i^ Economic  says, let them try . 
to realize the duty which presses upon lluun. Let them aid 
and encourage every honest effort to revive Vedic literature, 
Aryan arts, the once noble Sanskrit schools of the Brah­
mans, the memory of Aryan deeds and greatness. Let 
them promote useful education— useful iu the opposite 
sense to merely place-hunting—and cultivate iu the rising 
geiieratiuu manliness, a love uf truth, a decent spirit of 
independence and self-otibrt. Lut. them promote tem per­
ance and virtuous living, encourage the native arts, open 
out new avenues of employment to meet the greater 
demand from an increasing population.

It is not true tha t  no great original mind, except Kani- 
moliun Roy, has made itself visible within the past century 
for, not. to mention other names, here is our contemporary,



the Swami D avanund Saraswati, to whom oven his op|m- 
lient.s will concede the character of greatness liotli in intel­
lect, and moral courage. Nor is it (air to say tha t  we never 
see any inure Native fm.-.ncici-s or ]>oliticinns when, even 
under the immense handicapping of an ini|Mirted system 
of administration, such men as the Maharajahs H olkar and 
Seindia, and such statesmen as Sir Salar Jung, anil Sir  'P. 
Madhavrao struggle to the surfaee, and show what they 
might have done under the old sta te  of affairs. There 
are as learned pandits now at Mena res and l ’ooiia as then* 
ever were, though they inav not comprehend the true 
and hidden meaning of their Sha.stras and P u rn n s ; and 
heyolid doulit if the opportunity oflercd, a.s it is ottered to 
talent in W estern lands, Indian genius would still prove its 
competency to administer justice, ride provinces, and erect 
monuments that would challenge I lit! admiration of the 
Will'll I.

None lmt the foolish would expect the foreign rulers of 
any country to lake upon themselves the preservation of 
the elements of nat ional great ness. All that, can be asked 
in the present instance is that they shall do their  best to 
keep productive this great Empire, and set the people an 
example of g o o d  living and cipiitahlc administration to 
pattern after. The grave of Aryan nationality, i fd u g a t  all
__which we d o  n o t  apprehend— will be dugby Native hands,
and upon her recreant, sons would be justly  cast the reproach 
of posterity. Milt that eventuality is so iar away in the 
v e i le d  future that it is better to concern ourselves with the 
duty of the day ami h o u r : and, though wc may not admit 
the conclusions o f  our critic o f  t be I'Jinitnmist, a t  least to take 
to heart the danger-warning which his article certainly 
docsconvev. I f  every modern Arya will do what he really 
can for his Motherland, the (!overnment will be none the 
worse served, and the sycophants and copyists of foreign 
fashions of dress, thought and living will lind themselves 
left to va|Mir aud strut alone in their corner of the barnyard 
where the grains drop through tin* cracks in the public 
manger.

------- 4----------

I.
To tin’ A u thor <>/" I n s  Uiivcilcit."

Thou dost unfold a strange and wondrous tale 
Of all tha t  was, nnd all tha t yet, may be,—
And from the lace of life’s dark mystery 

The veil is lifted. All ! wlmt fears assail,
Like breakers tossing on a restless sea,

The weary longing soul, as now a gale—
Mlown from the spirit of thy prophecy—

W ith  hopeful vigour tills her flapping sail !
And is it so— ami will man still be free

From the embrace of putrid clay, ol death ?
Oh ! thou bast s tirr’d our spirits' passionate breath !— 

Henceforth we know no doom, no destiny,
Mut. what tin- Soul may fashion, may create.
True onlv to herself, nnd not to Fa te  !

‘ I I .

To Piiintit Jfiii/tinninl Surnxirnti Su'nnii,

Even as the thunder rolls from hill to hill,
Till it returns unto its native sky,

The echoes of thy words and thoughts do still 
From heart to heart, reverberate, and fly 

Back to the mighty soul, that sent them forth.
On Hope's proud mission and T ru th ’s pilgrimage !
And as I ga/.e and watch, the golden age,—

Glorious a.s when it sparkled at its b ir th—
Of India’s greatness, a t  thy magic nod

Returns.— Oh ! not the Pisgah* of a dream !
The shadow of reality may seem 

Unreal, but ’tis like the touch of (Jod
On human soul. Yes, Swami ! let it be 

Thy boast to make the dream— a proud reality!— s. J. I’.
• Note.—According to a wollkiimvn Hebrew tradition  the Israelites in 

tho W ilderness “ocmed every morning on the voryo of J’i.^nh aiul were 
every evening ns fur from it n.« ever, s, j. t\

[February, 1880,
—  ---  _ ---1

I . O !  T i l l ' .  “ P O O R  M l  S S I  O X  A R  )\"

I i v  M i x m o t h  t h i : W a n d k r o .

Decidedly the year A. D. 1S.S0 begins as un propit ions 
nnd gloomy for tha t long-sutlering, self sacrificing class, 
known in Europe as Protestant Missionaries, but in India 
as padres— as was the now departed year 1.S7!)! The 
free thinkers and infidels, l ik e n  swarm of wicked mos­
quitoes buzzing around, worry them worse than ever. 
Their Roman Catholic brothel's played, and nre still prepa­
ring to play, all manner of unholy t,ricks upon them, nnd 
though the abuse lavished upon the heads of these pious 
and meek Christians, Was m utual— especially when brought 
under the public notice in the shape of pamphlets issued 
by t his Bible Societ y— yet, it. was anyt hing but. edifying and 
offered some impediments to future conversions. For yenrs 
they have drawn, we may say, no other converts in India 
but, those who go more for ready cash or money’s worth, 
than holy grace ; and they feel, do these good men of (Jod, 
that for the average Christian to stand by and see thesis 
“ heathen brands plucked from the burning,” flying from 
the < latholic sanctuary unto the tabernacle of the Protestant 
Lord, and rivn vrrsn, according to the fluctuations of 
the  market, was a.s good as a game of .shuttlecock nnd 
battledore.

And now t he rumblings of |iS«S0 are beginning to lie heard. 
Amanda Smith, the mother pilgrim from the land of the 
Pilgrim Fathers, proved, outside the small community of 
the true believers—a failure. Even tlieif best, and, as I 
lielieve, their only nndeteriorated specimen of native prea­
cher, the. hitherto  indefatigable Parsee convert, begins to 
show- unmistokahlc signs of weariness and the blackest, 
melancholy. This illustrious Zoroastrian, who used, with 
the punctuality of a time-piece,— nnd a.s if in derision of his 
former god—ju s t  before sunset, to daily squeeze himself 
among the bas-reliefs ol the Dhobi Talav fountain, was 
missed at his usual place for several afternoons. The spot 
from which lie lifted up his voice— as one conscious of 
crying in the wilderness—was actually deserted for several 
days! Wicked tongues report, him becoming hoarse ; lie 
looks ill, they say, hence, perhaps his slackening zeal. A n d ’ 
yet, if lie loses it altogether— the voice, I mean, not his 
zeal— perchance his always scant now absent audiences 
may return all the sooner. Indeed ho has more chances, 
the ex-pious son of Zoroaster, of attracting the multitude by 
placing himself to be stared at, and even listened to as a 
speechless cariatid, in all the motionless solemnity of a 
stone idol than ever before, when after narrating the tou­
ching story of his miraculous conversion, he drew a flood 
of briny tears from his black eyes and let it  t rickle down the 
steps prepared for the sweet rippling waters of the ever 
dry fountain. True, his fine baritone was never calculated 
to enhance the charm of the Methodist hymn and like a 
new Orpheus charm Heathen man and beast. His was not 
the voice to make the water-buffalo to desist from grazing, 
or the buggy-wallali cease plying the persuasive stick. I t  
was evidently a neglected organ and the padres might do 
worse than insist upon his taking a few lessons in singing—  
were it but from the ebony-browed nightingale newly lan­
ded from America— before further compromising their 
cause by allowing him to sing the average heathen to 
the verge of suicide.

No less inimical than the unregenernte infidels, the 
Roman Catholic rivals, and the unmusical convert, becomes 
public opinion as regards the padres. The tide recedes, 
and the milk of kindness hitherto so freely drawn by 
them from the full udder of the nursing mother church of 
the “ innocents at, home,” is evidently curdling nnd tu rn ­
ing sour. Traditions are current of well-meaning, God­
fearing Christians who, with their minds full of heart­
rending tales about the hardships ahd privations of the 
“ poor missionary ” in the land of the gentiles, nnd their 
pockets swelling with religious tracts forced upon them 
on board the P. and O. were suddenly brought to a cruel 
disenchantment. Their first, and as ye t tottering steps



ujiou treading the  shores of the land of the sacred cow 
and the starving bullock, were crossed by “ ]M)or” mission­
aries driving in fashionable dogcarts, or reclining in elegant 
victorias with a red-garbed and skeleton-legged heathen 
sain or two hanging on behind, like two large clots ol blood... 
Then came several violent raps upon the “ poor mission­
ary’s" knuckles from earnest correspondents, writing in 
respectable orthodox London papers, besides daily attacks 
published by a hundred free-thinking, though not less 
respectable daily journals throughout ( 'liristendom as well 
as in Heathendom. Ho, for instance, there appeared some 
time ago a savage attack upon these inoffensive, and 
well meaning men which requires not ice. They were asked 
to first turn their attention to other and more needy 
directions than the lands of the " heathen.” Speaking 
of the enormous sums annually spent on foreign mis­
sions, a writer, signing himself I'ilu l, in a letter ad ­
dressed to the IIreeklij Times (London, Aug. .’l is t  l(S7!l) 
is struck with “ the anomaly which continually presents 
itself to the most casual observer...W hile the Kaffir, the 
Heathen Gliinee, the  mild Hindu, the pool- African, and 
the Australian aboriginal ” come in, every one of them 
for their due share of physical and religious attention, 
“ there comes case upon case before public tribunals, show­
ing the lamentable ignorance of the dregs of our own 
population”... We (piote the rest of the le tter:

" In  one ivceut instance, ii "ill of fourteen wan questioned 1 iy the 
m agistrate iih lo the 1 ’ible, ii book which she declared she liail never 
ltefore heard mentioned. She wa.s in an eipial condition of ignorance 
as to the words (Iod and ( .'hurcli, which coiiveycd im more meaning 
to thin denizen of Loudon Ilian they woultl lo u I lo tten to t. A few 
days lifter, an almost exactly similar .slate ol’ mental darkness wan 
displayed before another l ’olice-cniirt. and Je t we are engaged iu 
Headin',' cargoes of trai ts to tliu uttermost |>ai Is of the earth, 't’liis 
condition of things is nothing less Ilian a )>111>Iio disgrace to us as a 
country. Supjtose we institute some system of hum {■ m tj.itutix to remote 
the bat t>i out o f our own eye before ice attehijit to erioheate tin’ wot*' " f  
lltldilhisni, m id  other eipia1!// harmless firm s o f belief. With the
i H issing  of nn Kducntioii Act some people fancy that such tilings as 

have described are impossible ; but it will be years before the see­
thing mass of ignoinnce and vice underlying tlio whited sepulchre 
of our social system can lie visibly affected by the ettbrts of the State. 
The metro|to(is is no startling exception iu these m atters, for the 
same unfortunate ignorance is prevalent iu most large cities, ami 
some parts of the black country aud the brick-m aking districts are 
even worse tliun the towns. How long, then, shall we go on subs­
cribing hundreds of thousands of pounds to disseminate a civilization 
wliieli is wanted a t borne I It is nothimj lent than a hypocritiral 
fa fee to t/ieiltl money on proselyti'ziii;/ cannibals, when ire hare bro­
ther am i titter heathen at our w ry iloor.1. C harity should begin a t 
home ; bu t there evidently is not the same glory to be Won retelling 
nu English waif iu the purlieus of It.itciill-higliway as there is in 
converting n stray nigger in the wilds of Africa.”

And now, as the last i i M p  d e  g r a c e  alter this impertinence 
from home, comes in a stern rebuke in a highly respectable 
aud strictly orthodox organ. This once it is ne ither  an 
“ infidel pigmy ” like the Theosaphist (the latest epithet 
liestowed upon it by a missionary organ, which, though 
famous for our great kindness, we must abstain from 
advertising) nor a second-class paper of London, which 
‘goes for ’ the padres, but that great authoritative organ of 
India and, as we are told, truebarom cterof the Indian press, 
which— to use a French expression— " makes the rain aud 
the sunshine,” and tunes the violins of all minor (tapers— the 
Pioneer, iu short. The rebuke, though indirect, and aimed 
rather a t the collective body of missions than at the Indian 
ill particular, must be very hard to bear. We sympathise 
heartily with the padres ; and were not the 1‘iuneer such a 
Goliath of the journalistic Gath, perchance the Quixotic 
spirit of our suckling David, tliis “ infidel pigmy,” might even 
be aroused iu defence of the (Kxir missionary. As it is, 
we are obliged to eat the leek and we advise our friendly 
and esteemed pndristic contemporaries to do the same. 
But what a fuss to be sure, for an infidel Turkish Moolah, 
whom the kind padres, trying to save him from eternal 
damnation, had brihed into translating the Bible ! And 
such an irreverent language too. I reproduce it  with the 
minute exactness of a sincere sympathiser. Let your readers 
judge, verifying our quotation by reference to the 1‘ioAeer 
for Jan, 5th 1880. The italics in the ([notation are mine :

The <|iiarrcl n t Constantinople lias l>eeu lieah-d somehow or 
oilier, and Kngland is spared the ridicule that would have attached 
to her governm ent if a regular rupture of diplomatic relations luol 
been the consequence of the absurd incident of the itrnMalt. As far 
us one can understand ihe case yet. S ir Henry Lavard’s interference 
iu that m utter was altogether unwarrantable. The people whom he 
might properly have interfered with, icouht hare Iteen the troublesome 
fatuities trho eto/ai/i'd the ),nn‘tlha, in the jirst instance, to help them 
in their llihle translation.

Our relations with Turkov me f.ir too delicate a t present to be 
iui|>erilled by the escapades of foolish htissooiaries. There is a time 
for all things, in id this is not the time for Id I ing ignorant eutliu»iiusts 
1 triii" tin- good faith of (Jreat l ’ritain into disrepute in the Hast, 
by peeking, in an absurd wav at the religious sentim ent of Islam. 
Englishmen lire not Mahomcdans ami tliev need not pretend 
to  think Maliomcdanisni a nice religion ; |,ut it is an essential 
condition of success for (treat liritaiu iu the large political 
undertakings th a t she has iu hand tha t she should conscientiously 
act up to the principles of ]tcrfect toleration .-he professes. It 
is repugnant to liritish sentim ent to int'Tferu \x ith private liberty, 
and I I i i ih  tiiiisiiiiiurics m inder irhere the// m il, brno/int) about soma 
hypothetical eonrersions nm l a i/tmd ileal o f itislurbance, None tho 
less is it clear tha t missionary work ought to be under some 
intelligent regulation where its indiscretions are liable to com­
promise the peace of Kuropc_ How Sir llen rv  l.aynrd can have 
tailed to see that the treatm ent of the Turkish m<*Alah by the 
Turkish (iovernm cnt was a m atter with which he luul absolutely 
no ejneern, is as yet a mystery, lint, at any rati', it is most 
im portant for Maliomedan.s all over the world to understand 
that the liritish ( iovermncut is incapable of importing religious 
bigotry into its political action.

The (ten dro|ts from my hand iu horror__Decidedly
Sir. II. Liyard is here but a transparent pretext, and the 
Vioncer editor has become a rank intidel !

.i.v  i x i n . w  r . \  r i : i t > T s  r n . W h ' j : .

< )h that mine eyes might see the day when men 
( )f various races, creeds, complexions, views,
Who live beneath the golden light of.sun 
That brightly beams upon the land id' lud,
Would congregate in amity around this best,
Most glorious standard of Ai.i.-BititTHi:itH<i<ui;
•—'Blessed by thee, great Power benign !
To chaos may our party feelings fly,
And with them take the darkness from our land.
May our ancestral feuds be rooted up;
May love rule in, and peace brood over, Aryan homes; 
May fructifying heat, and dews, and the moist wind, 
Circling from land to land and o’er the main,
Assist us sons of lud, and Aryavarl enrich ;
Send forth, thou Solar Iving, thy migic rays 
To Picture on the page of History scenes 
t )f glorious enterprise, and deeds heroic 
Done by generations sprung from Bharat's land.

The West calls to the Kast, ‘ Up, brothers,
Up, and join us.' Mi m i  Kit, awake ; thine hour is come!

A Bengali friend writes: “ The Swami Dayanund was 
iu error when he condemned the T aut run. He has evi­
dently seen the b ind ' Tan tra  and rejected all in disgust. 
But the Tantras alone contain all that has been discovered 
regarding the mysteries of our nature. They contain 
more than the Veils, Pataujali, Sankhya aud other ancient 
works on Yoga philosophy. Iu Tantra  alone there are 
hundreds of essays on Yoga, black and white magic, \ ’c., 
i&c. Unfortunately it is writ ten iu Bengali character or 1 
would send it for your Library. The I )nanesh wari referred 
to in the January  num ber of your magazine is a Tantrie 
work.” And this being so, does no one iu Bengal care 
enough for tru th  and science to semi us Kuglish translations 
of the mote valuable portions of this curious work (
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"I’ln; Y o u n g  I,July’s S to ry ,  a I. p a g e  JWKU ol’ th e  T h k o s o - 
I’l l lsT  re m in d s  m e  very  m u c h  o f  a, c i r c u m s ta n c e  w hich  
occu rred  in m y  o w n  fam ilv  abo ve  (!() years  ago, a m i  which, 
fa i th fu l ly  r e n d e r e d  in  i ts  s im p le  form, is ns follows :—

My grandfather, to whom the relation is primarily due, 
was anything hut, a superstitions man ami prior to this 
was no believer in spiritual appearances. Originally our 
family were a Iloinan Catholic liranrh of (hat of tho same 
name at Leyburn, Wensby, N. II. V’orkshire, anil were in 
point of fact a disinherited elder liraneh ; Iteeoming pro- 
tostnnts about the year 170(1, from which period they pro­
bably attended ('hiircli about tlu ice in the course of a long 
life— at baptism, marriage, ami death, they were therefore, 
not, very likely to he spiritually superstitious, and in my 
family such matters as spiritual appearances were always 
treated with contempt.

I have not the date at which t he occurrence which I 
am relating, took place, blit it was a time when the E ng­
lish were expecting the invasion of the Great Napoleon. 
In the (iovernment conscription my grandfather was 
drawn a.s a soldier, and was obliged either to serve himself 
or provide a substitute. Accordingly he journeyed to the 
neighbouring town of TVnrith, ( 'miiherlaud, where be met 
with and purchased a recruit in his own place. About twelve 
o’clock at night he was returning through Lowther l ’ark, 
which is considered one of the finest old parks in the world, 
when he observed at his side a lady in an antiquated cos­
tume, which lie described as a sort, of sugar-loaf hat, and 
trailing dress of silk, the rustle of which he actually heard 
beside him. The lady resembled a middle-aged neigh­
bour, and his astonishment was groat at, beholding her a t 
tha t  time of the night in .such an antiquated costume. 
She passed on and disappeared, dissolving before his eyes 
a.s he was saluting her with the remark— " I t  ix a  ii n<- 
iiit/h t,. Misx S la t.”

My grandfather was so frightened upon beholding this 
that, being in a state of complete bewilderment he hu r­
ried home, and went tolled leaving the door unlocked. Af­
ter relating the occurrence to his wile he remembered that 
he had left tin; door unfastened, but neither of them 
were valiant enough to remedy the oversight

My father usually added that probably tin* relator had 
had a few glasses a t  the Penrith Inn when lie sought his 
recru it;  but my grandfather was a very abstemious man. 
and totally devoid of what is usually called superstition. 
My father himself had a boon companion who never dared 
pass a particular gate. H e was always perfectly comforta­
ble until he arrived at certain field-gate when he became 
struck with te n o r  a t  certain appearances and would say :
" They are there, see, see !” and it was with the greatest d if ­
ficulty lie could be got [iast the stile. Perhaps the spot 
may have been the scene of some c r im e ; bu t this story 
lias a more near affinity to delirium.

My grandmotherhadalsoan anecdote in regard to a daugh­
ter whom they lost a t 14 years of age. She was for a long 
time overwhelmed with grief, until, upon one occasion 
whilst she lay abed fretting anil perfectly awake, her 
daughter appeared to her, laid a cold hand upon her brow, 
aniLsaid “ Do not grieve for me, mother, as I am very happy ;” 
and so struck was she with the reality of the vision tha t 
she never renewed her lamentations.

In the village where I resided when a boy there w;us one 
old Wcslyan woman who used to make a similar .statement. 
Slus was considered very truthful and invariably related 
her tale iu the same way. She too hail lost a daughter 
and grieved much for her. On one particular occasion 
she fell upon her knees in tho middle of the floor and 
earnestly prayed th a t  the Lord, if it were possible, would 
allow her once again to behold her darling child. W hile 
ju the miijst of her prayer, her daughter  suddenly appear­

ed before her in great radiance and beauty, and the mo­
ther from tha t  day became reconciled to her loss.

Although these are .simple things and scarcely worthy of 
a place in your monthly, yet the relation thereof by 
tru th tlu l  people in my childhood formed in after years a 
little oasis in my desert of unbelief in the supernatural—r 
and (heir permanent record would be welcome to me now. 
And as the Simla anecdotes have called up mv recollec­
tions, so perchance my narrative may in turn evoke family, 
tales illustrative of psychological experience.

Mu m inster. (E ta j.)  lk r .  IS  UK

|< 'uitlimic.1 from ihc Docuni^ur Xunihii-.]

E A S T  M A T  K i l l  A  M E D IC A . ■

Iiv l ’ANi>ui!AN<; (Jui'AI,, (i.G.M.O., F .T .S .

flefore taking up the classification of drug remedies as 
arranged by Sushruta, it is desirable to furnish our readers* 
with n clear notion of the tm n ln v lo g // of which he seems 
to have been the first originator in Aryan Medicine. '

This terminology is entirely based 011 the assumption 
th a t  disease is no th ing  more or less than either a vitiation 
or corruption ot a ternary *>r triple force (triiloxha) which 
pervades the fluids of the body and influences their 
circulation, absorption or secretion, under external 
conditions of beat or cold, changes of weather, dif- 
erenccs of food ; or the  inordinate exercise of natural 
appetites and feelings. This corruption niay be exhibited 
either by an exaltation or diminution and depression of 
one, two, or all of those manifestations which are included 
under the terms vata (a,ir), p itta  (bile or heat-producing 
agent,) or kapha  (the cold-producing agent), and a combi- 
tion of t w o  ol thesis may determine changes in the fluids 
or solids of the bod}' in proportion to the latent action of 
tangible forces 01 the  imperceptible operation of con­
ditions in the in te rna1 structures the body Vata, for 
instance, which is the most active manifestation m a y  by i t ­
self cause incroaseilaetion, increased sensibility amounting to 
pain, and even swelling bv distension of the invaded vessels 
01 tubes, l in t  when it acts in concert with pitta  or h in t  
produces a sensation of internal heat, or the feeling of 
burning, redness which may be visible externally, and a cor­
ruption of blood contained in the affected parts with a 
tendency to resolve into pus and similarly putrid and irri­
tating fluids. It  will then give rise to abscesses in­
ternal or external, or it not excessive, become tempered 
and modified iut-o the  harder material of tumours and 
thickenings, by its combination with the colder manifesta­
tion or fluid, called kapha.

These terms, used by Sushru ta  to denote the internal 
changes going on in th e  circulating materials of the  body, 
were very widely applied, anil appear to have been used 
to designate the processes of diseased action from a care­
ful observation ol the progress of disease or of unhealthy 
symptoms in a numerous selection of individuals placed 
under similar conditions. And though thoy cannot now be 1 
revived for any purpose whatever, tlioii significance is as 
tixed and accurate as it  could he before the dissection of 
bodies was largely practised and followed as the  ne p h is  
ultra  of the profession of a physician.

The terminology itself, has no recommendation to the 
student of the medicine a t  the present day, for it  can never 
helji the understanding of those other phenomena of life, 
which are ascertained and proved as e ither the proximate or 
ultimate eflects of causes interposed by accident, or the 
intended operation of artificial tutininli brought to bear on 
them, as a means of experiment or of questioning their 
va ltire . Anil where we can accept as proved the latent 
properties of organised m atter  under the influence of a r t i ­
ficial irritation or of tbe partial application of those forces 
which we can intercept from nature, we mat/ not be dispos­
ed to take for granted a grosser interpretation of those 
properties, however consonant they may be to the first or • 
primitive ideas of the ir  application in practice, i



Wo, therefore, must be prepared to note simply the 
record of ucnuiue observations which were, in accord with © # 
nature and then  tes t  them by our own observations of the 
present day. W e have no doubt we .shall meet with much 
tha t will merit or command our acceptance and there; will 
be little which cannot be explained away as errors or de­
fects of generalization which all early experience in the 
study of nature  lias been known to be fraught with.

Sushru ta ’s terminology has a constant relation to fixed 
ideas of the properties of medicinal substances, and as it  is 
important, in the interest of science th a t  his descriptions 
must be tested by experience, we shall a t tem p t  to in te r­
pret them in the language of modern pathology and 
therapeutics.

Sushruta in his definition of m a tte r  or of the u l­
timate properties of m atter a vein tha t m atte r  being the  
matrix of organic nature, tbe properties of juices residing
in the vegetable kingdom are the  result of certain traits-

• i • • formations which they undergo during the process of or­
ganic development. They are therefore unstable and readi­
ly prone to organic changes.

But there is one fixed law wbieli determines and rules 
over these transformations. I t  is this ; that all the forms of 
vitalised mutter are constant; they never exchange their 
typical form, the heavier elements forming the solids being 
never subject to transformation into aqueous fluids and 
vice rn-M i.*

Organized m atter  as Sushruta taught, is tbe receptacle 
and generator of vegetable juices, and is the only medi­
um through which vegetable juices or those quin tes­
sences of force which a c to n  the different parts of the human 
economy operate. Sushruta, therefore, enjoined a special 
direction to the s tudent to pay strict regard to the fact 
that substances derived from the various parts of living or 
fresh vegetables cannot bo exactly replaced in their action 
or potency by the juices or ingredients forming such m a t­
ter. This, to a great extent, is absolutely true and the 
difference lies iu those changes occurring in the  physio­
logical functions of vegetables which are, a.s we have now 
come to understand, determined by the same conditions of 
light, heat, electricity or other unknown forces which 
determine the growth and progress of animal beings on 
earth.

In the experience-of Sushruta, one species of a vegeta­
ble cannot be replaced by another, effectually and with the 
sumo result. Combination of one with another, may 
augment action, but it cannot produce identity of action 
under any circumstances whatsoever, and he, therefore, 
restricts tho application of the term “ iiinliciniil matter or 
the Materia Mediea to those substances only which combine 
in their form, sensible properties anil tangible effects on 
the human system for good or for bad.

These arc clear, indisputable truths, which remain u n ­
shaken to the present day.

Sushruta 's  classification of medicinal agents derived 
from vegetable nature has a specific significance and ac­
cords with the more elaborate and precise experience of 
the present day. His explanations of the properties of 
these substances may not be generally accepted, for they 
are so difficult to reconcile with our new conceptions of 
their remote effects as tested by the frequency of pulfo, 
respiration, heat and the quantity  and quality of excre­
tions, th a t  their mode or modes of operation on the vari­
ous internal organs of the body or the aggregate result 
of their active constituents on the human economy may 
well remain an o[)en question for scientific inquiry and of 
clinical experience.

Organised matter, as all students of modern chemical 
science are aware, evinces in its fresh state, or as the 
various structural parts of vegetables evince after their  
severance from their parent stem, a greater energy of ac­
tion under all circumstances than when it is exposed to 
the devitalising and decomposing influence of air and 
moisture (which Leibig termed ervuuim usia) or when it

•  This, liuwuror, is iui urror which la vlui.rly ilisjuovud 1 •) tliu rcecarchui 
y l  Iu w Ut i i  n v i c u c v ,

is subjected to tbe artificial agency aud opcrat ions of heat, 
communitiou or precipitation even under the precise an»l 
skilled manipulations ot the analytical chemist, anil though 
our a ttem pts  to separate the constituents may each give us 
renewed evidence of the actions of each individual consti­
tuen t in apparently different, forms, their combination may 
to a large exlent represent the effects which are noticed, 
by flu: unaided senses, when exhibited in man. Our 
experience n| I he ett'cts of active principles in drugs 
has not yet furnished us with evidence of an identity 
ol action between tlieii principles and secondary cons­
tituents and the aggregate effects produced either bv 
Iresli juices or by the constituent principles dissolved 
by water and other menstrua, and we can therefore affirm 
tha t  drugs used by themselves musl exert an action pe­
culiar in itself and differing practically from the actions 
of artificially separated constituents which are highly use­
ful in their own way.

The cause of this difference, it may be observed, is not 
far lo seek. If. is deduced from the results of experimen­
tal physiology, and may be; considered to reside or rest 
in the organic or vital (call it, molecular, if yon choose) 
combination of the active principle or principles with 
other less valuable constituents in a drug and is expressed 
by the affinity which each of them is known to exert for 
a given component tissue or organ of the animal frame. 
One may act energetically on a soft tissue in such a 
manner as instantly to create a chemical change ; another 
may simply mechanically irritate the muscular fibre and 
produce a gentle wave, a.s subtle as electricity itself, in 
its contractility, which will fade away with the applica­
tion. A third may shock or convulse a nerve-tibre and 
make itself felt a t the very centres of the sympathetic 
system causing a. temporary paralysis ol local circula­
tion, to lie followed by reaction and return to its static 
condition; whereas a fourth may become gently absorbed 
en iihixsc thi'ough the circulation and select for stimulation 
or depression the trophic (nutrition-carrying) nerves or 
the unstripped muscular tibre of distant organs, thus influ­
encing their absorption or their secretions, and finally tend­
ing to obstruct the ir  secretions or relieve them more 
quickly than the ordinary nature  and course of their spe­
cial functions Would require.

The potency and kind of action of each drug, therefore, 
will depend, a.s may be seen in a larger measure than is 
ordinarily imagined, on the media in which the active 
principles or the secondary compounds of tha t drug may 
be combined with each other, and will also vary in quan­
tity as well as quality on the seat and stale of combination in 
which they may be” found .it certain stages of vegetable 
growth and perfection. These conditions, again, m a y b e  
modified by the soil, a ltitude and climate, temperature and 
light of certain regions of the earth where plants will 
naturally grow, and until these are studied, and the com­
binations in which they are found in nature more success­
fully imitated in pharmacy, our knowledge of drugs as 
derived from the conflicting observations of individuals 
viewing each from a different standpoint a.s regards their 
properties, must remain lamentably deficient and confused.

On these above grounds, therefore, we clearly perceive 
the absolute necessity of a ttaching greater value to this 
study of Iresli drugs aud their trial iu controlling di­
sease as pointed out by Sushruta, and wo may confidently 
look to new provings guided by Sushruta’s descriptions of 
their nature, so tar as Indian drugs are concerned, for Va­
luable aid in our therapeutics of disease.

Sushruta divided all vegetable drugs into two largo 
classes ol remedies, iu view and recognition of their u l t i ­
mate effects oij tin; hum an economy during the progress 
of disease, aud these be terms Sait.^/ioil/iaii/n/a 
or those which evacuate morbid humours, and Sau</ioina- 
iiriyu or those which regulate or moderate tho
excessive action of morbid humours.

This classification is based on the assumption tha t d i­
sease consists iu nothing more or less than either an increusi;



or diminution of certain liquids of the body, occasioned by 
changes in llw outer media of animal existence such, for 
instance, as air, food, and llio snli(,ler lornis of .stimuli, e. g., 
light, heat and electricity which sustain tlio functions ami 
structure of bodily organs in a normal statu of health and 
vigor. Sushruta lived in a time wlion the elements of tlio 
earth were not apparently studied lieyond (Iieirsensible influ­
ence on human existence, and whatever phenomena struck 
him and his contemporaries witli wonder anil awe were a t t r i ­
buted to the operation ol inscrutable Ibices which were 
personified and held to emanate from a higher, creative 
force which was assumed to exercise functions similar to 
man but in a more transcendent form. He and his con­
temporaries, including Charaka who gives us more prac­
tical descriptions of the properties ol vegetables, had not 
apparently studied the minute changes of .structure which 
are caused by disease ami rev wiled alter death, and having 
assumed I,hat the human body wa.s a. microcosm ol all the 
forces exhibited by nalure, fell, perhaps little necessity to 
impiire into (lie more proximate nalure of those forces 
which govern the mechanism of the body.

Sushrutn has shown in bis treatise on the Materia 
Medicn of India a most extensive acquaintance with the 
properties nf a wide range of vegetables, and ill reference 
(o the two la rg e  classes of therapeutic remedies, has d i­
vided them into two large groups, in one of which he spe­
cifies flic parts used, and in the other gives a catalogue of 
groups which influence each so-called humour in prefer­
ence to t heir action on others.

We shall lake up in this number and consider the first 
class only, specifying the parts used in the trea tm ent of 
disease.

They were all supposed to be evaciiants of bile, but 
some of them act indirectly on increasing the sweat or 
perspiration also. They are as follows:—

JOVAUUANTS OK BILK A N D  MUCUS.

/■ m il* .

... . fStfUtW tfliK,

M.nl.iihi Jrs;,
h llh ljll.1 >o
Jri'llllin llll't
H - s / m i n i l - i H )  s j q p T T T S i r .

Dlfihwnjnnt ■3TRITI, 
KnitcM'ina undetermined

i"rt

S'lislm/i'i 
I il/llllllu

htinm jii 
Sitl</niiij"ii | 
(i/' Shit/reii, j

rsrnT.

m s r .

s rw i .

Randia diimetorum. 
'Wrightin antidysonterieu. 
( 'iicnmis ( 'olocynthis.
I.agenaria Vulgaris.
Ac 11 ry a n 111 es A s pe l a.

Sirissa (Mimosa).
Kmbclia ribes.
I’iper longiim.
Pongamia ( Habra.O

Morvnga I’terygosperma.

Koshalakeo. 
Saptala. 
Shankhini 
I )evadali.
Kara val lee. 
JJingu or Bal-

Jiiiri’s o f ft'nilx "//(/ irtires ( succus and loli.)

I .uffa A mai n.
M imosa ( 'occima. 
Sirissa Mimosa.

^iFrsl.
f ^ T i r .
ijtcW.

Iiika ( In ‘in I 
Balkli in Af- i 
ghanistan.) J

ST.

( !)  (,'ucumis ('olocynthis. 
Momordica Charautii.

.Kerula (wsafb/fida.

i'tilji im'l I’.'-cd <><()•' o f ncnls or I’nnl.''.

Dauli.
Dravnfili.
Vishanika.
Uaviikshi.

5̂TTf55.
$C.

^f'7T55.

Urostignm Volubile. 
Euphorbia tirucalli.

Chhagala. ^TCWf, ?TftW.Jloureia Santaloides.
/T>vjrff \ ( Euphorbiii arboresceus J resnooka. R ^ g 1! (tcf-mf.) j y  I

Suvarnak.shoerec§^a|i?W . J ’ola.nasin, felina.
Pooga. g ’-frcl. A.reea Catechu.
I lareetakeo. Ternunalia chelmli.
Amalaka. 39(7%. I’hyllaiithus eniblica.
Vibhcotakce. Termiiialia belleriea.
C h a tu r a n g a l  or^ ( f r f s ^ ' f i |  I j 'o u u e a  cerulea.

Laghu nilee. j 4). 1 (Clitoria ternata).

Aragvadhii

Erumla. 
Pooteeka. 
Saptacchada | 
or Saplaparna, | 
Ark a.

Jotishmatee.

. ( 'at harfocarpus fistula.

H f r fK

Riciiius Communis. 
Pongamia glabra.

( Seeds and ju ice  of Alsloliia 
|  Scholaris.

Calolropis gigantea.

{ }  (:, ' laslnlH l'tt'iwi'liita.

Ci trull us Colocynthis.

Ti l l - :  B A R  O S  <!n J ' V T K T ,  I b; , .F.T.S.

Bv II. S. f ) t .o n  r.

President of tlio Society.

At, the foundation uf the Theosophical Society its m em­
bership was divided into the three classes of Active, 
Corresponding and Honorary Follows. The diploma of 
Honorary Fellow, was to be conferred only upon such persons 
as had contributed iu an eminent degree to the advance­
ment of Psychological science. Since tha t  rule wa.s itdop- 
tod this diploma has been voted but twice— once to a 
certain mystic of Western birth but long Eastern associa­
tion, whoso name i t  is not, permissible to divulge but 
whose occult knowledge and personal characteristics can 
only he compared with those of tha t  marvel of the 18tli 
Century, the Count do St. (lermain, and now upon an 
illustrious Frenchm an— the Baron Jules Denis du Potet. 
Iu accepting from us this mark of homage Baron du 
Potet confers distinction upon the  Theosophical Society. 
The expression of his sympathy iu our work and approval 
of our designs, when couched in such terms as ho employs 
in the letter to the  Society's Corresponding Secretary, 
gives a definite value to the diploma of every Active aud 
Corresponding fellow. For. foremost among the great W es­
tern psychologists of this century stands this Apostle of 
Magnetic Science. He, more than any other European 
experimentalist has sounded the depths of human nature, 
and made easy the comprehension of t he secret thought of 
the Indian sages. For the mysteries of man and of nature 
can only lie.1 soon, studied and understood, by the deve­
loped faculties of the  soul ; and Mesmerism, or Animal 
Magnetism, is the science of that part of us which we 
Western people clumsily call the Soul. In attem pting 
to teach our young Indian members the meaning of I n ­
dian philosophers,'wo have begun by showing theoretically 
and experimentally what. Magnetism is. And the Baron 
du Potet has done more than any living man of tiie past 
century to show what are the possibilities of h um an m ag­
netism. The scientific world has honored him in degree, 
though far less than his deserts, while still alive: after 
his death, monuments will be raised lo him which will 
bear fin’ lardy eulogiuius wit,held unlil then through 
envy or moral cowardice. So is it always, and Saintiiio 
expressed a. real tru th  when In.: wrote, 'T h e  penalty of 
greatness is isolation.’

* This (ilnnt wjifj imt h itherto  Monlifioil. nii't i » e i I D r .  Oorlya Chutulu, 
inti' the w riter (in tlii.  ̂ artic le  iu Wmin^'* hnlinu I’lmrmaeopicia seem to 
liu rcrlnin nil this (nuut. The p lan t U however mimed «imi!nrly both in 
the Snnskrit aud in tho m odem  Latinised nnmo afte r the charncter of it« 
flowers.



Our new colleague, who recently celebrated his eighty- 
fourth birthilny, has been practising therapeutic  magnetism 
fur about sixty years, uml during this time lias healed 
more sick persons anil achieved m o r e  marvellous cures, than 
perhaps any physician of our days. 11 is benevolent spirit 
has made him devote bis noble powers to this object ra ther 
than figure as a mere wonder-worker, although in this res­
pect lie stands without a peer. Those who would satisfy 
their curiosity upon this point and who can read ii 'unch, 
should consult an Svo. work of his, published in 1821 at 
Paris, entitled ‘ Fxpose des experiences pnbliques sur le 
Magnetism, faites a 1’ Hotel-1 )ieu en .1820.’ It may be 
found in any liuropcan public library.

Baron dn Potet is deseeinle.il from the Dukes of B ur­
gundy, ( hat is to say, from one ot the greatest and most illus­
trious families of France ; but his own eminence as a  man 
of science, and especially ns a benefactor of suffering hu-. 
inanity, confers n lustre upon his name which no quartered 
shield or family escutcheon can add to. May he koo yet. 
many more natal days dawn upon him, belorc he pays that 
tribute to death which is exacted from us all at our ap ­
pointed times. The age can be tte r  spare many a younger 
man. _

Following, is a translation of the text of his le tter  ac­
cepting the diploma of our society:

I’i.At'K i n *  P l a t a n k s ,
M a iso x  dks  B a i n s ,

Nice (J l/ie s  M nriti mes), 
t Jth hecemhcr iS'J f).

M adam  i:,

I t  is with extreme gratification that I have learnt, of 
the existence of your Society.

To seek after the tru th  in tha t  cradle-land where it was 
once honoured, to cultivate it. for the happiness of all, to 
bring out in full splendour this ray of the divine power,—  
this is to labor for humanity, and to remind the, world that, 
a divine Power exists, and tha t man possesses iu himself 
a ray of this Power by means of which lie can remount to 
the very source. Some day all men, by perfecting their inner 
selves, will become seers. •

Thanks, an hundredfold, for the honour which your 
Society has done me. I accept, with a great, joy the diplo­
ma of Honorary Fellow of the Theosophical .Society.

Receive me then as one, closely identified with your 
labors, and rest assured that, the  remainder of my life 
will be consecrated to the researches that, your great. 
Indian sages have opened out for us.

Accept, dear Madame, the record ot my pledges and 
my hopes.

(Sd.) BA RON du POTKT,

H A  ,sW/l AT A7/.l iY  ‘ Ih J fX N I."

There died, some three or four years ago, in a jail in the 
N. \V. P. a man whose performances as a juggler, or, as 
some claim, a sorcerer, must, have outdone all tha t  is ascribed 
to our modern spiritualistic mediums. He was a Moham­
medan by faith, ami or warrior by social rank ;
about HO or 3-) years of age, thin, dark complexion, mode­
rately stout, and of medium stature. From an older man 
of his faith he had at some time learnt, o r i s  supposed to 
have learnt, the secret of power over the  dj'cu ii i, or ele­
mental spirits or goblins, as Aladdin, of romantic memory, 
did before him. A t  many different places in the  presence 
of many witnesses, his wonders were performed. H e  re­
quired neither darkness, nor ‘ cabinets,’ nor the singing of 
hymns. He would go to any stranger’s house, and do his 
feats in broad daylight; without apparatus or confederates. 
At a recent conference at  Allahabad between Col. Olcott. 
and certain learned natives, this man was the subject ot 
conversation and the following facts were elicited :

Sta tem ent o f  S r i A iu jm lram  S h a sh i o f  ltoh tlcund .

J im*t Hassnn Khan at Alighur some 8 years ago. He

was a man of depraved habits, a drunkard and debauchee, 
and a t  (lie time of my meeting him he was living with 
some nautch girls. The performances J witnessed were a t 
the  private house of Rajah Jai Kishendass, C.S.I., now 
D eputy  Collector a t  Cawnporc. It was iu day light. 
Among other feats, I remember tha t  lie ordered a third 
party, a gentleman and not nn acquaintance of his, to 
collect from several persons present their finger rings, 
he h im se lf not touchii)f/ them. Three were given. Tho 
gentleman was then instructed to throw' them into the 
house-well. H e  did so. Hassan then walked to an orange 
tree, plucked a large fruit, and calling fora, knife, cut. it. 
open, and from the inside took out the throe rings, which 
until that moment had not been in his hands.

Sta tem ent q/ Jiiibu G u'lthacihil, A.<xtsl<tlit Sa  pcriiitenilo it 
o f Police, j\r. i r .  P.

This same experiment. I saw performed at my own house 
at Bareilly. Hassan was then confined in the. lunatic asylum 
bu t the ]iower was apparently not impaired. 1 obtained 
permission from the medical officer iu charge of flu- asylum, 
and Hassan was brought to my house, direct from the asv- 
him, by the chuprassios or keepers who watched him. It, 
was perhaps 2 o’clock i*. M., aud I bad gathered a num ber 
of friends to witnesst.be performance. Nothing specially 
strange could lie noticed in his face, nor did he make any 
ceremonies, but when we told him w e  were ready for him 
begin, be crossed the  ‘ ball’* and standing o n  the threshold 
of a side room, raised his hands backwards above his head 
so as to conceal them temporarily from mir view, and the 
next, m inute bringing them down again, .showed us a large 
pomolo.f In the same wav he produced a number of 
other fruits, some, as I remember, out of season, and some 
from a distance, as, for instance,grapes that grow in (a lnil.  
He then in like manner produced for us toys for the children, 
and last of all did the teat with the rings. In this instance 
he himself collected the rings, but when we expressed some 
apprehension lest our property should go lo I’atal, or the 
Christian hell, he laughingly told me. to take them into my 
own hand and throw them into my well. I looked wist­
fully at my own costly ring w hich was among the number, 
but. finally concluded to see the thing through at all hazards. 
So I went. out. to the well and east the jewels in a iu l  saw 
them sink in the water. Coming hack into ilie hall, I r e ­
ported to Hassan what. 1 had done. Thereupon be again 
placed himself iu the doorway, raised his hands a.s before, 
m uttering his charm or mentrnm— which 1 omitted m en­
tioning before—and iu an instant held out for our inspect ion 
an orange. 11, was cut open, and— there were our rings 
packed snugly inside and quite uninjured,

X t t / I O A S T K I A X / S M  A.V/ t  T U E n s < > P t l  V.

B v KiiAitsKD.ii N. S kkuvai,

l!i:.’nntiii;,' Sm'i'ctai-}1 ' l ' l . c o s o j S m i u t j '  [ lu isl.'n i JVivi.--ii.ii.]

J u s t  as the  oldest religious teachings of the H indus 
nre contained in the  Vedas, so the most, ancient reli­
gious teachings of th e  Zoroastrians am embodied in the 
Zend Avasta or, more properly, those portions of tho 
Avasta which are distinguished as the Giitlms. These 
portions are ascribed directly to Zarat.hustra o r  Zoroaster, 
as the 0 reeks called him, while the o i l i e r  parts o f  the 
Avasta were the writings of his disciples and followers. 
“The relationship” says Dr. Martin I lau g  “of the Avasta 
language to the most ancient Sanskrit, the so called 
Yedic dialect, is as close as th a t  of the different, dialects 
of the Greek language (./Folic, Ionic, Doric, or Attic) to 
each other. The languages of the sacred hymns o f  the 
Brahmans, and of those of the Pars is, are only the  two 
dialects of the two separate tribes of one and the same

* Tho ‘ hull’ is the la iye central apartm ent in <MorvlVi>t linn-o
iu which tho family life is Small rooms t(iw  into it from tho

i  A fruit as Inrjrc as fi l«rgc musk-tnt-hm.



nation. As the lonians, Donnas, .•'Kolia.ns, &«., writ' 
different tribes of the Greek nation, whoso general annie 
was Hftllenes, so tlio a.ncient Brahmans and Parsis were 
two tribes of the nation which is called Ari/u* both in the 
Veda, and Zend Avnsia.

The close relationship thus seen in language and na­
tionality also existed in respect of religious truths. Pure 
Yndeism and pure Zoroastrianism are. one. Zoroastrianism 
sprang up a.s a reformatory revolution against Ihe corrup­
tions and superstitions which had obscured Ihe primitive 
Vedic truths, anil which stood in the place of the pure old 
religion to serve the purposes of priestcraft, and despotism. 
Zoroaster did in the lar olf antiipiil v what the great, and 
saitly Builha did afler him, ;md what I he heroic. Swami 
Davanand Saraswati does in our own times. Zoroaster was 
called “ the  famous in Airyana Vaeju,” /. <•. “ tho famous 
in the Aryan home.” Exiles from the old Aryan home, 
ignorant of the old Aryan wisdom, forgetful of Ihe closest 
relationship, these two branches in course of ages grew 
more and more separated and estranged from one another. 
The comparative study of languages and of religions has 
had to a  certain extent, the effect of bringing Ihem to­
gether. B u t it is necessary to dive deeper. To the in ­
vestigation and expounding of tho hidden and occult 
t ruths which assuredly are treasured in I lie sacred writings 
of the H indus and the Parsis, is left Ihe lot of uniting into 
permanent religious concord, the present direct descendants 
of the oldest human family; and this ureal work I lie 
Theosophical Society has prescribed to itself, and lo a very 
good extent already accomplished.

The European nations first became acquainted with Ihe 
contents ot the Zoroaslriau Scriptures through Ihe French 
translation of Ampietil Duperron. Sir William Jones could 
not persuade himself to believe tha t Ihe writings as re­
presented by the French translation could belong lo “ the 
celebrated Zoroaster.’ Kant was disappointed to find 
there  was no philosophy traceable in these writings. And 
yet the most learned of the ancient Greeks and the Romans' 
held Zoroaster, and his teachings in the highest veneration. 
Zoroaster as spoken ot by them appears as a. demi-god, 
most profound in learning,— the brigh t s tar’ among men, 
one to whom nature  had revealed all her secrets, master 
of the deepest mystic lore, the head of the Magi— the areal 
magicians. “ The great lame,” -ays Dr. Hang, “ which 
Zoroaster enjoyed, even with llie  a n c ie n t  Greeks and Ho­
mans who U'CfC sr> p ro ilil o f  t j ir lr  mi il h n v v i l l f /  m i l l  1 I'ix- 
rhni), is a sufficient proot oi the high and pre-eminent posi­
tion he m ust once have occupied in the histoiy of the 
progress of the human m ind.”-  'flic translation o fA n- 
ipietil Duperron was, however, imperfect, and inaccurate. 
W e are now iu possession of translations by Bnniiuf, 
Speigel, and Hang, which nre pronounced to be suffi­
ciently accurate anti scientific. B u t  ev< n in tin sc we can 
hardly find things which could have desei veil the high pane­
gyrics bestowed by the  Greek and liomnn pliiloroplir is. 
W h a t  inference then do these la d s  n iggcst ? E ither  th a t  
men like Pythagoras. Plato, Aristotle, Hcimippoe, Plutarch 
and Pliny, who lived nearer the  time of Zoroaster than 
ourselves, and who studied and wrote so nm ih  about the 
Zoroastrinn writings w hin  Ihof-e writings were nlmcst 
wholly preserved and well understood in Peisia, fom ud a. 
wrong estim ate  of Zoroaster and Zoroastrinn writings, or 
th a t  the m eaning we a t  present make of these writings is 
not correct. I h e  la tter  seems to be the more reasonable 
conclusion.

I t  is said of Plato’s writings th a t  there  arc many parts the 
real meaning of which is different, from what appears to be. 
In  the Academi he taught, the mysteries the  knowledge of 
which could only be imparted to the initiates. W hen he 
had to write about these mysteries lit* wrote so as to con­
vey to t he vulgar a, different, and often absurd meaning, the 
real m ean in g b e in g  intelligible only to the initiates who 
possessed the key to the  reading. The Egyptian Hiero­
phants hid their mysteries under I he hieroglyphics. The 
Kosicrucian.s and oilier mystic phili (Hophcrs of the middle 
ages adopted similar device to keep away from the vulgar

and the undeserving the great, occult and mystic truths of 
which they were the masters. May not the same, be the 
case with regard to the Zoroastrian writings ?

The following passage from Dr. H ang’s learned essays 
is highly suggestive on this p o in t :

“ Zoroaster exhorts his party to respect and revere tho 
AiVra, i. c., the Angiras of the Vedic hymns, who form­
ed one of the most ancient and celebrated priestly families 
of the ancient, Aryans, and who seem to have been more 
closely connected with the aate-Zoroastrian form of the 
Parsi religion than any other of the later Brahmanienl fami­
lies. These Angiras are often mentioned together with 
the Atharvans or lire-priests (which word, in the form 
iithra.va, is the general name given to the priest cast6 in 
the Zend-Avesta), and both are regarded in the Vedic 
l iterature  as the authors of the Atharvnveda which is 
called the Veda, of the Atharvangiras, or the Atharvana, 
or Angirasa Veda, I. i\, the Veda of the A tharvans or Angi­
ras. This work was for a. long time not acknowledged as 
a proper Veda, by the Brahmans, because its contents, 
which consist chiefly of spoils, charms, curses, m antras  for 
killing enemies, ttc., were mostly foreign to the three other 
Vedas, which alone were originally required for sacrifices. 
On comparing its contents with some passages in the 
Yashts and Vendidad, we discover a great, similarity. 
Although a close connection between the ftntc-Zoronstria.11 
and the Atharvana and Angirasa religion can hardly be 
doubted, yet, this relationship refers only to tin' Miti/iml 
purl, ifh'irli it'tix M ! i‘i'i'<l I"/ thr unrii-iil <!n ’ck* lo In' the rrrif
*iil>shtiiri‘ iniil m il mu* oj Iin’ A o i‘oo.<l vm u I'rlii/ion. t

And a. closer view of the rites and ceremonies of the 
Zoroastrinn religion, c. </. the Afringan and more especi­
ally the Ijashnc ceremonies, go to confirm that what the 
ancient. Greeks believed was the truth. It is not possible 
within the space of the present, article to describe in 
detail these ceremonies. A full account of them is given 
in Dr. H an g ’s Kssays, pages 304 et. seq. Unless these 
ceremonies can be accounted for as being for some spiritual 
or occult purpose, the ir  performance seems to be quite a 
farce. We know on the au thority  of the author of the 
‘ Dabist.an ’ th a t  Akbar the Great, the celebrated Mogal 
Emperor of India, was a great, enquirer of religious truths. 
H e  had assembled in his court the learned men of all the 
different faiths,— Mahomedans of all sects, Hindus, Jews, 
Christ inns, and Zoroastrians. There  were frequent public 
discussions between these doctors, each striving to up-hold 
the superiority of his own faith. And as the result of all 
these discussions and researches, he formed a new religious 
sect, called Ilahi, introduced a new era. called llahi, and, 
says Anthony Trover in his synopsis of the Dabistan, “ the 
months were regulated according to the mode ol Iran, and 
fourteen festivals established in concordance with those of 
Zoroaster’s religion. I t  was to this ancient Persian creed, 
tha t  he gave the preference, having been instructed in its 
sacred tenets  and practices by a. learned fire-worshiper 
who had joined him, and from books which were sent to 
him. from Persia and Kirman. l i e  received the sacred 
fire, and committed it  to the faithful hands of Abulfazil, 
his confidential m inister : the  holy flames of Zardusht 
blazed again upon the  alters of A n n , and after a sepa­
ration of many centuries, Persians and Indians were 
reunited in a common worship.’’

Is  it. possible th a t  a sovereign so wise, and one who had 
taken such pains to inform himself carefully of the merits 
of the different faiths, and who had before him each faith 
mercilessly criticised and analysed by its opponents, could 
have given his preference to the Zoroastrian religion, if its 
rites and ceremonies were a farce, or a t  best were unin­
telligible, and if its writings lia-1 no more meaning than 
we at, present understand,— meaning th a t  the merest, 
sehool-boy can now-a-days well afford to sneer at, ? No ; 
Zoroastrian religion in a mystery. How shall the vail be 
lifted up to show us w hat is behind ? W e believed not 
in mysteries, we believed not in occult and spiritual 
potencies. The era of this disbelief is past,. T ha t  mar­
vellous work of this century, ‘ Isis Unvailed,’ establishes



beyond a doubt for every unbiased and unprejudiced 
th inker th a t  there is u universe with vast powers beyond 
what we know as the physical. T ru ths  regarding this 
universe and powers, as men in different times and plaices 
come to know, they locked up iu mysteries, in order to 
save them from falling' into the hands of the impure and 
the selfish. Happily what these mysteries guard is not 
yet lost to the knowledge of men. Those tru ths are known 
to some mighty few, the great initiates and adepts in 
India and elsewhere. The Theosophical studies have for 
their aim and object the  acquisition of these truths, and 
the special interest that a Zoroastrian has in these studies 
aud investigations is tha t  they will throw light upon the 
mystery which enshrouds his own glorious faith, and reveal 
the teachings of the great, Bactriau sage in their  true© o o
essence.

As an instance illustrating in some small way what is 
thus possible, we may ipiote the following verse from 
gatha Ustavaiti :

*■‘ 12. And when Thou earnest to instruct me, and 
taughtest me righteousness; then Thou gavest me Thy 
command not to appear without having received a reve­
lation, before the angel Sraosha, endowed with the *«/>- 
lime rii/liteiillxnesx lehirli mm/ im/mrt i/mir rii/litniils thim/K 
to tin■ hni / ‘riilimi iriMiilx (by means of which the holiest 
fire, the source of all good things in the creation, is pro­
duced) for the benefit (of all •things), shall have come to me.”

Like almost all the passages in the Gatlias this pas­
sage is very unintelligible, and tho portion in italics is 
especially so. Zoroaster seems to say tha t  he was for­
bidden to appear on his mission in the public till he 
had received inspiration and was visited by Smash whose 
sublime righteous was to impart righteous things “ to 
the two friction woods.” As Dr. Hang explains by the 
parenthetical clause which he interposes in this verse, 
the phrase “ the two friction woods” is specially m en ­
tioned as denoting the  means by which fire— the most 
sacred element in Zoroastrian worship— is produced. B u t  
Zoroaster’s was not the age  in which fire was first dis­
covered by the accidental friction of two pieces of wood, 
as is supposed to have been the way in which it become 
known to the savages. The prominence, therefore, with 
which this mode of producing fire is mentioned, .needs 
some explanation. Besides, how can righteous things be 
imparted to two pieces of wood by the friction of which fire 
is produced ? And again how can the imparting of r igh te­
ous things to the two pieces of wood furnish Zoroaster 
with the necessary qualifications to go on his mission i 
We fail to see our way through these difficulties. Let us 
see now if the hints given in the article headed “' ( Voss and 
Fire,” in the'THKosm’HisT for Nov. last, do not throw a 
ray of light on these difficulties. Let us ponder carefully 
these passages in the article.

“ Perhaps the most, widespread aud universal'among the  
symbols in the old astronomical systems, which have pass­
ed down the  stream of time to our century, and have left 
traces everywhere, in the Christian religion as elsewhere 
—are the (.Voss and Eire— tho latter, the  emblem of the 
sun. The ancient Aryans had them both as the symbols 
of Agni. Whenever the ancient Hindu devotee desired to 
worship Agni—says E. Buruouf—he arranged two pieces 
of wood in the form of a cross, and, by a peculiar whirling 
and friction obtained fire for his sacrifice. As a symbol, it 
is called Sinisiiiii, and as an instrument manufactured out 
of a sacred tree and in possession of every Brahmin, it  is 
known as - I rani.”

I f  then, we find these two— the Cross and the Fire— so 
closely associated in the esoteric symbolism of nearly every 
nation, it  is because ou the combined powers of the two 
rests the whole plan of the universal laws. In  astronomy, 
physics, chemistry, in the whole range of natural philoso­
phy in short, they always come out as the invisible cause 
and the visible result ; and only metaphysics and alchemy

(metachemistry) can fully and conclusively solve the 
m vs t e r i o u s m ea n i n g.' ’

“ The central point, or the great central sun ol the Kos- 
mos, as the Kabalists call it, is th«! Deity. It is the point 
of intersection between the two great conflicting powers,—• 
the centripetal and centrifugal forces.”

“ Plato calls the universe a “ blessed g "d ” which was 
made in a  circle and decussated in t he Ibrm of the le tter X.” 

“ In  Masonry the Royal Arch degree retains the cross a.s 
the triple Egyptian Tau.”

May we not after reading these passage's conclude tha t 
what is meant by “ the two friction woods" is the same a.s 
that m eant by the Hindu Sm istiin  or . Inm i, or the ( Vfi« of 
the Kabalists, or the Egyptian V’>///. As among the Hindus, 
“ the two friction woods” were used to obtain tire for certain 
ceremonies, and the cross made of “ the two woods” was 
with Zoroaster what A n m i  was with the Brahmin, and as 
such possessed the efficacies of what m ay b e  called a magic 
wand in the hand of Zoroaster. Understood in this light 
it  becomes intelligible how the virtues of ‘ the two friction 
woods” could have furnished Zoroaster with qualifications to 
go on his mission of a prophet. This reminds us of the an ­
alogous case of Moses with his magic rod. The aliove in­
terpretation— i.e. th a t  the instrument indicated by “ the 
two friction wood ” is the same as the A nm i, in the hand ot 
the Brahm in— comes to he most happily confirmed when we 
find out the word in Zend Avasta which Dr. Hang trans­
late is as " the t wo friction woods." That word is Runa, the 
dative dual of which is Itmioilmi : l{imn]\\ Zend Avasta, and 
A  n m i in Sanscrit.

Ju s t  as lu m u  resembles A n m i,  may we be permitted to 
suppose th a t  Till in the Zoroastrian rites resembles the Tail ] 
Tai are the  twigs of a particular sacred tree (now not known) 
which the Zoroastrian Mobad is required to keep iu his 
hand when performing the most sacred ceremonies of 
Ijasno and Darun. And may we say that / 'u n it  in the  
hand of Zoroaster, A n m i  in the hand of the Brahmin, 
and 'I'un among the Egyptians, is preserved in the TiH  
th a t  the Mobad at tin; present dav holds in his hand 
when performing the sacred ceremonies of his faith ? 
B u t the wand iu the  hand of the Mobad of the present 
day has lost its virtues, because the key to the mysteries 
of the Zoroastrian faith is lost. Perhaps there are some 
even now to whom Zoroastrianism is not a dumb 
m y s te ry : unknown to the world they hold in their 
faithful keeping the sacred trust. We know with better 
certainty th a t  tliert1 are men to whom the Brahmi- 
nical, Egyptian, and Kahalistic mysteries have given up 
their secrets. The knowledge of the one elucidates 
the other, ami viewed from this stand-poiut, what new 
aud sublime meaning the sacred words of the Zend 
Avasta may not unfold. The Gatlias which are understood 
to be Zoroaster’s own composition or tha t of his im m e­
diate disciples, have h itherto  completely battled the  
a ttem pts  of all scholars to make any consistent meaning 
out ot them. This may no longer be t he case if wo s»sek 
help towards the ir  interpretation, in the right quarters, 
which have h itherto  been sadly neglected.

Tiik E m ig ra t io n  H h tu h n s .— Tho emigration returns for 
October show a remarkable increase in the number of em i­
grants from Liverpool. The total number of emigrants 
sailing from the M ersey  to the United States, British 
N orth  America, Australia, South America, linst and West 
Indies, China and the  West Coast of Africa was 
no fewer than I.’i,0(i2 emigrants, being 7,2.)!S 
above the figures of the corresponding month of l.S7*S. Of 
the  number, N,(i2-S were English, I,7’>1 Irish, 200 Scotch, 
4,04”) foreigners, and 440 whose nationality Wiis  not known. 
The emigrants to the United States were 1 1,72!) in nu m ­
ber, being more than  double all the others put together. 
A nother bad season in Great ISritain would enormously 
increase this exodus to the fertile and the West.

* Kssnyn on tho Sncreil Writing*, »iml Helicon of tho Pnr>is, hy
Mflvtin How? 1*H l>. pair©



A N  INDIAN . ETHROHAT.

Bv Haiih K uisii .na I nhua S anovai ..

Tn the November issue of this journal I read an in te­
resting; niticle on )'»{/>' ] nhjii by I*. 1 . S. . ' .  based upon 
the  SuhJhix of Mhagwan Sri Krishna. It is of course well 
known to Hindu readers tha t although the Voija philoso- 
]>hy was first taught by Patanjali iu times immemorial, 
ye t the subject was not more fully discussed elsewhere 
than in the tlicologistic discourses between Sri K rishna and 
his friend Arjiiiia ( ‘ Geetn', chapter vm .)  Indeed it is 
true  th a t  in the course of time this ] or/u Vitlhi/a has 
been entirely lost, to us, and iu the present, sceptical aye of 
Materialism it, is almost, imposihle to have even a concep­
tion of that, philosophy, lint, if we iire to believe the sa­
cred writings of I lindu sages, it, is quite clear that the 
Siddhis A ii.hnii and M tihinui pertain to the conditions of 
even the physical body (as wa.s manifest in V ira l R npa  
thirnhaua (‘ ( ieeta’ chap. X I.) and here I differ from 
the contributor K, T. S. though I lollow him in other 
respects.* _

As to the other Siddhi, Lui/hivui, which that, writer 
says, pertains to the physical a.s well as to the a-stral body, 
I can bear mv pei-sonal testimony to the phenomenon. 
About .‘>0 years ago, whilst I was a little boy of ten at 
Benares, I saw an old relative of mine, Amareliand Mai- 
treya, who was widely known throughout Benares, prac­
tising ) ()</<' l)lnt w  im. This venerable old Gentleman could 
raise his body in the air about a lout and a half from 
the  "round, and remain so suspended for more than a quar­
ter of an hour. Myself and his two grandsons who were 
of about the same ago with me, out of curiosity and child­
ish inqiiisitivencss sometimes asked him the secret of this 
phenomenon, and I have a distinct, recollection that lu- 
said that, by l\ tniibliol.' Yoga (suspension of breath) the 
human body becomes lighter than the surround ini' air and 
thus it floats upon it. To our small minds this explana­
tion seemed quite satisfactory, for it was not only reason­
able but scientific t o o ,  that according to the  laws of Dyna­
mics the atmospheric pressure on tlio body being ascer­
tained to be I-'12 lbs. i11min every square inch, any process 
of complete inlialal ion and exlialat ion of air would |iroduce 
an ofi’oet. of giavilation and levitation which the  Hindu 
philosophers, call (iariinn  and Lat/hi m a respectively.

* f a f i t t h ' < U a b n  K r i s h n a  if* w m n j f ,  I t  \<  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s o  i n f l a t e
t ) i o  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  t l i o  l i u i i i ’i n  h o d y  w i t h  s i m p l e  nil* n s  t o  if. t o  ll**:it
In  nil*. A  b o d y  M o a t s  i n  w a t e r  I ’o c a u s c '  i t  d i s p l a c e ?  n n  e * p w l  h u l k  w i t h  i t *  
o w n  o f  t h n t  d e n s e r  e l e m e n t  I f  h o  w i l l  b u t  t i u u r c i  t o  n v e s s e l  o f  n n v
m a t e r i a l  a s  d e n s e  n s  h u m a n  l l e s h  n n d  l > o n c ,  t i l l e d  e v e r  n o  c o m p a c t l y  w i t l i  
i  i i n i i i " t i  nil* nim 1 l e f t  I v i n j f  o n  t h o  g r o u n d ,  l i e  w i l l  f c o  t h a t  h i *  t h e o r y  o f  
n « t h r o b a < y  i s  u n t e n a b l e  : f o r ,  j u s t  t l i o  v e s s e l  i n  • p i c s i i o n  w o u l d  l i e  o n  t l i o  
g r o u n d  w h e r e  p l a c e d  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  t i m e  w i t h o u t  s h o u i n : '  t h o  s l i g h t e s t  t e n ­
d e n c y  t o  r i s e ,  s o  w o u l d  t h o  a * c e i i c  s  b o d y ,  t h o m / l i  p u m p e d  f u l l  o f  n i p  f r o m  
c r o w n  t o  t«*cs N o ,  t h e r e  i«  a n o t h e r  c a u s e  f o r  thi-* a ' t h r o b a c y  a n d  i f  \<  t h e  
o n e  d e s ' i i ‘>ed  b y  h’. T . S .  . \ a s  *• a l t e r e d  p o l a r i t y . ’’ T h o  s y s t e m  o f  i n h a l a ­
t i o n *  ii imI e x h a l a t i o n s  i n  V n " i i  e f f e c t  t l . i s  p o l a r i c  c l t a n j ; o  b y  a l t e r a ­
t i o n s  p r o d u c e d ,  o f  b o t h  n  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i a m e t e r

Tho I in l»u is a Ixo mixlnken in supposim ' th a t this body of Mesh enn be 
ncparatcd into atoms ami made to till tho whole void of space, or compics- 
y>e<l into one infinitesimal atomic point like a diam ond-yrain. J*ct him icflect 
Imt one instant ujM.n the natu ic  of bioplastic m atte r nml he will se e th e  
fact nn it is It in the innersclf which, l*y virtue of its ethcrcnl nature and 
its relationship to the a llp e n n d in i;  ‘ Atiinm Mundi* or W'oild Soul, is 
capable of cxltil»itint; the properties of . I  am I Anything in
Aryan literature seeming to convey a contrary idea may i»e a t  once tik en  
as figurative laiii'tiatfo intended to Ikj understooW only l*y tho #*■#'.<*•. Tho 
»(I4cm who wrote these books were adepts in psychological science, nml wo 
m ust mu lake them to htne l*eeu ignorant of its plainest laws.

/ ' i t s f s c r t / t l ,

Siuco the al»ovo was in lypo a le tter has heen received from Or. n»jcn- 
dralnla Mitra, D , of Calcutta in whhh  hoK ive^h i' recollections of the 
iHMir Yoj^i who was the victim of tho al»ovo dcseribe<l iuoxcusa*»le Inuta* 
lity. I>r IJajendiulala fays : “  I wns a t school then —it was •!;"> years n^o, 
l*ut. I rcT.emlior tf'dntf to soo tho ascotie To the host of my memory he 
nppearod a man of middlo aye, in excellent health, dark complcxioned, 
and of average Kliituro, 11o was Heated in calm rcpopo with his eyes 
elosed nnd his liml>s stilfiMied in catalepsy. Sm«;l1in^-salts nppHcd to his 
nostrils proiluccd no porcei>til*le ellect on him. Ho was brought, 1 do not 
know how, from the Sunderl»aii jungles where lie was found by some 
uood-cnttors When I sa*v him 1 was told th a t lie had eaten nothing 
tdticu he had been brought, but his appcarnncc wns th a t of a  well-fed 
person, tending to fatness. I heard afterw ards th a t he had been routed 
from 1 ti s st*no\tU,t and inado to ea t and drink (wine) freely. 11 r» died of 
dysentery brought on l>v this inteni|>oranco Ihit of this, however I lmvo 
m- personal kuowled^<>. I wnw him for ahont a ipiai te r of nn hour. I had 
run away from school, without the knowledge of my parents, to satisfy 
nit' c irio fitv ."

1 linve not come across the proper theory of A v im a  and 
M uhinai, but if the other two Siddhis were possible to the 
condit ions of the physical body, I do not see any reason to 
disbelieve the other two as mentioned in the Bliagvata- 
gita above quoted. BlingwAn Sri Krishna, however, 
says to Arjuua that he ( Arjun) will n ° t  be able to 
lieliold him in this Rupa (Mahima) with these eyes, 
and therefore f ^ |  ^ n i r #  JT’JrntTMC (“Geetn” eha]i.
IX. verse 8), and here by the Words I understand
fTIH' or “iknowledge.” It is therefore ipiite clear th a t  with 
the knowledge of the Vntja X hh ja  Arjun really saw tho 
Bhagavan in his tV-iRIT “ thousanil heads, thousand eyes, 
thousand feet, Ac. &c. &e."

Vour sceptic readers may not, readily beli(*ve in tho 
power of suspension of breath Ibr a considerable time, 
but, for their benefit I shall ment ion a case which really oc­
curred some S.S years ago in the metropolis of (Jalcut.ta. 
The discoverer wa.s a ( 'hristian nnd an Englishman by 
birth, and the story as narrated to me goes on to say that 
a Mr. Jones, who wa.s an iron manufacturer at, Howrah, 
one day with a part,y of workmen went, to the jungles of 
Sunderhans (the Delta of the (hinges) to cut. fuel. H av­
ing entered the forests he discovered from a.distance three 
men seated in a posture of devotional meditation. 
Upon hearing them, two of the devotees disappeared in the 
midst of a sudden dust -cloud ;. but the third did not nnd 
could not leave his position, as his thighs were entwined 
with the roots of a banian tree under which he had taken 
his seat. Our ( 'hristian adventurer went nearer nnd 
nearer, and found the Yoqi in a state  of coma, his (’yes 
shut, his right hand fastened with the Brahmanienl sacred 
thread made of .skin, and the great finger of his left hand 
indicating the fl'fr'T or the ordinal number of ^7 . The ba­
nian roots were dissevered and the Yoi/i! was brought into the 
metropolis a.s though a statue. In Air. Jones’ compound lie 
was kept for IU days, and many thousand men women and 
children went th ither  to see him. But 110 change was 
found in him. Ultimately the Raja of Bhu Kailas, 011 
whose property the Yof/i was found, brought him to his 
house, and many a ttem pts  were made to bring him to his 
senses. Me was thrown in the tide of the Ganges with n. 
rope fastened to his body, and there submerged four days 
and nights. Afterwards the services of Dr. O’Shaiighnessy 
were called for, who administered carbonate of salt (xic.) 
in its crude .stati! which made the Yogi open his eyes. On 
siieing around him the scene, his eyes flooded with tears 
and lie exclaimed “ I have not, molested any man,why did 
you molest me.” Shortly after, he opened his mouth a.s a 
sign of hunger, and a good deal'of went and drill I" wa.s put 
into his mouth, which he mechanically swallowed. In the 
course1 ot two months from the date of his re turn  to the 
land of the living, he was dead. The immediate cause of the 
death being dinrrlnea produced by 1111 immense quantity of 
unaccustomed meat aud ardent spirits, taken into an empty 
stomach. Your leaders who may be very curious to have a 
more authentic account of this Yor/i may with advantage 
rummage through the old files of the ‘ Friend of India’ of 
that time, or enquire from Dr. Rajendra Lala Mittra, still 
living in < 'alcutta. And as regards Amareliand Moytreya
1 can refer you, amongst hundreds of others, to the 
part ners of t he house of James I’roudie & (Jo. of Allahabad, 
whose almost next door neighbour the said Moytreya was. 

Allahabad, ‘27th December 187!>.

A writer in “ Reimaun's Farber Zeitung ’’ points out that 
tartar-euiotie, as used in cotton dyeing, serves not to fix 
the aniline colors themselves, bu t merely to fasten the 
tannin, thus playing the part of an indirect mordant. Water 
in which cotton yarns dyed with aniline colors on a 
mordant of tannin nnd tartar-emetic had been steeped, or, 
especially, boiled, gave distinct indications of antimony 
when tested in the ordinary manners, but the quantity of 
the metallic compound fixed upon the fibre seems far too 
small to have any injurious effect, upon human life.



IN D R  A .

B y I U j k n d k o  N a i i t i i  D o t t a .

A uthor of the  “ A ntien t W orks of India .”

Inilra * is the name of one of these Hindu deities that 
were worshiped more especially in the Vedic period ot 
the Aryan religion, bu t  enjoyed a great legendary popu­
larity also in the Epic and Puranik periods. In  tha t  class 
of Rigveda hymns which then: is reason to look upon ns 
the oldest portion of Vedic poetry, the  character ol India 
is tha t of a mighty ruler of the bright firmament, and his 
principal feat is tha t  of conquering the demon l r r i t r t ( ,  a 
symbolical personification of the cloud which obstructs 
the clearness of the sky, and withholds the fructifying 
rain from the  earth. Iu  his battles with Vritra, lu; is the re ­
fore described as ‘ opening the receptacles of the waters,’ us 
‘ cleaving the cloud’ with his ‘ far-whirling thunderbolt,’ as 
‘ casting the  waters down to earth,’ and ‘ restoring the sun 
to the sky.’ H e is, in consequence, ‘ the upholder ol 
heaven, earth, and firmament,’ and the god ‘ who has en­
gendered the sun and the  dawn.’ And since the atmos­
pherical phenomena personified in this conception are ever 
and ever recurring, he is ‘ undecaying and ‘ ever youthful. 
All the wonderful deeds of India, however, are performed 
by him merely for the benefit of the good, which in the 
language of the Veda means the  pious men who worship 
him in their songs, and invigorate him with the offerings 
of the juice of the .soma plant. H e  is therefore the lord 
of the virtuous,’ and the ‘ disconifiter of those who neg­
lect religious rites. Many other epithets, which we have 
not space to enumerate, illustrate the same conception. 
I t  is on account of the paramount influence which the 
deeds of Indra exercise on the material interests of man, 
that this deity occupies a foremost lank  in the Vedic wor­
ship, anil tha t  a greater number of invocations are address­
ed to him than to any other of the gods. But to under­
stand the gradual expansion of his mythical character, and 
liis ultimate degradation to an inferior position in the 
Hindu pantheon of a later period, it is necessary to bear 
in mind that, however much the Vedic poets call India the 
protector of the pious and virtuous, he is in their songs 
essentially a warlike god, and gradually endowed by ima­
gination, not only with the qualities of a mighty, but also 
of a self-willed king. . The legends which represent him in 
this light seem, it  is true, to belong to a la ter class of the 
Rigveda hymns, but they show that the  original concep­
tion of ln d ra  excluded from bis nature those ethical con­
siderations which in time changed the pantheon of elemen­
tary gods into one of a different stamp. W he the r  the idea 
of an incarnation of the deity, which, at the Epic and P u ­
ranik periods, played so important a part in the history of 
Vishnu, did not exercise its influence as early as the com­
position of some of the Vedic hymns in honour ot Indra, 
may at least be m atte r  of doubt. H e  is, for instance, fre­
quently invoked as the destroyer of cities— ol seven, of 
ninety-nine, even of a hundred cities— and he is not only 
repeatedly called the slayer of the hostile tribes which 
surrounded the Aryan Hindus, bu t some of tbe chief's 
slain by him are enumerated by name. The commenta­
tors, of course, turn those ‘ robbers’ and their ‘ chiefs' into 
demons, and their cities into celestial abodes ; bu t  as it is 
improbable tha t all these names should be nothing hut 
personifications of clouds destroyed by the thunderbolt of 
Indra, it  is, to say the least, questionable whether events 
in tho early history of India  may not have been associated 
with the  deeds of Indra  himself; in like manner as, at the 
Epic period, mortal heroes were looked upon as incarna­
tions of Vishnu, and mortal deeds transformed into ex­
ploits of this god.-f

* Derived from tho Sanskrit / '/, which probably m eant * to sec, to dis­
cover,^1 hence literally, 4 ho who see* or discovers,* *»•</, the doings of iho 
world.

f  Tho attentive render of tho Christian Bible is constantly  impressed with its 
strong resemblnnco to tho Aryan sacred w ritings, and since tlio Hebrews aro a 
far younger nation thau tho Aryas, it  is a fair inference th a t if thoir litera tu re  
wns not copied from, it  was a t  least inspired by tho prim itive sublime model. 
Compare tho Yedie conception of lutlra, for instance, as alike the pro tecto r

The purely regal character of India  assumes its typical 
shape in the  ‘ Aitareya Brahmana,' where his installation 
as lord of the inferior gods is described with much mystical 
detail ; and from th a t  time he continues to be the supreme, 
lord of the minor gods, and the type of a mortal king. 
During the Epic and Puranik periods, where ethical con­
ceptions of the  divine powers prevail over ideas based on 
elementary impressions, lndra  ceases to enjoy the worship 
he had acquired at the Vedic time, aud his existence is 
chiefly upheld by the poets, who, in their turn, however, 
work it out in the most fantastical detail. Of the eight 
guardians of the world, he is then the  one who presides 
over the East, and he is still the god who sends rain and 
wields the th u n d e rb o l t ; bu t poetry is more engrossed by 
the beauty ol his paradise, S-i'xiri/tt, the happy abode of 
the inferior gods, and of those pious men who attain it 
after death in consequence of having, during life, properly 
discharged their  religions duties : by the charms of his 
heavenly nymphs, the 1 ps<(ras, who now and then de­
scend to earth, to disturb the  equanimity of austere peni­
tents ; by the musical performance’s of his choristers, the 
(rautUiarcu-'i: by the fabulous beauty of his garden, X a n -  
iluit'i K a u u ia t, &c. A remarkable trait iu this legendary 
life of Indra is the series of his conflicts with Krisna, an 
incarnation of Vishnu, which end, however, ill his becom­
ing reconciled with the  more important god. As the god 
who is emphatically called the god of the hundred sacri­
fices (SiUdkrutu), lndra. is jealous of every mortal who 
may have the presumption to aim a t  the performance of 
tha t  number of sacrifices, for the accomplishment of such 
an intention would raise the sacrificer to a rank equal to 
that which he occupies. He is therefore ever a t hand to 
disturb sacrificial acts which may expose him to the 
danger o:' having his power shared by another India. 
According to the Puranas, the reign of this god Indra, who 
is frequently also called Suhrti, or the  Mighty, does not 
last longer thau the first M tiinnnitur.i, or mundane epoch. 
After each successive destruction of the objective world, 
a new lndra  was created, together with other gods, saints, 
and mortal beings. Thus, the  lndra  of the second Man- 
wan la ra is Vijutfi chit ; of the third, Suiitiu fi; of tho fourth, 
S ir i  ; of the fifth, I ihliU ; of the sixth, Ala im jm v  ; and the 
lndra  of the present age is V a m m la ra . W hen represent­
ed in works of art, Indra is generally seen riding on his 
e le p h a n t ; and where he is painted, he is covered with 
eyes. The name of the wife of this H indu  deity is In- 
drani or Sitchi.

- - -

'The Saturday evening lectures a t the Library on Mes­
merism are becoming very interesting. Several excellent 
sensitives have been found among the Eellows, while nearly 
all the rest show unmistakcable signs of a magnetic sensi­
bility which can readily be increased.

of  h is  w o r . -h ipe r s  a n d  th*.! d o s t r o y o r  of  c i t ie s .  w i th  th e so  pas-cvies  f r o m  th o  
P sa lm s  of D avid  :

T h e  L o r d  k u o w o t h  th o  d a y s  of  I h e  u p r i g h t  : n nd  thru* i n h e r i t a n c e  sha l l  1 m 
fo r  over . T h o y  sha ll  n o t  bo a s h a m e d  in  t h o  evil  t i m e  ; n nd  iu  t h e  d a y s  u f  
f a m i n e  t h e y  sha l l  bo s a t i s l i e d — f o r s u e h  a> be  b le ssed  of h im  >h;dl i n h u r i t  t h o  
K a r l h  ; a n d  th o y  t h a t  b e  c u r s e d  o f  h im  s h a l l  Iu’ e u l  o |f .  IV. x x w i i i

T h o  L o rd  a l s a  t h u n d e r e d  in  t h e  h e a v e n s ,  a n d  th e  I l i i r h e s t  g a v e  h is  voice ; 
hai l,  s t o n e s  a n d  co a ls  of  t i re  Vea, he  s*-nt o u t  h is  a r r o w s ,  a n d  s c a t t e r e d  
t h e m  ; a n d  h e  s h o t  o u t  l i g h t n i n g s ,  a n d  d i - i co m l iU d  t h c m , . , U o  d e l iv e r e d  m u  
f r o m  m y  s t r o n g  e n e m y ,  e t c .  Ps. xvii.

T h o  voice o f  t h o  L o rd  is u p o n  t h e  w a t e r s ;  I ho  G o d  of  <jiorv t l m n d o r e t h  : 
t h e  L o rd  is u p o n  m a n y  w a io r s  . . . T h e  L o r d  s i t t e t h  u p o n  t h e  H o od ;  j*oa tho  
L o r d  s i t t e i h  K i n g  f o r  over , P s .  xx ix

A n d  b e  r o d e  upr .n  a  c h e r u b ,  n m l  d i d  lly : yoa ,  ho  d id  tly u p o n  t h o  w in g s  of 
t h e  w in d  1’s xvii i .

S in g  u n t o  ( iod ,  s i n g  p r a i se s  to  h i s  n a n m ,  ex to l  h im  t h a t  r i d c t h  u p o n  th o  
h e a v e n s  b y  h is  n a m e  .1A1I, a n d  re j o ic e  b e f o r e  h im .  ]*s. I xviii.

Tie ( th e  H e b r e w  ( lo ch  cast,  o u t  t h e  h e a t h e n  a l so  b e f o r e  t h e m  ( tho Hobrow<> 
a n d  div ider! t h e m  a n  in h e r i t a n c e  b y  lint*, e tc .  Ps.  1 x x v i i i . ( Iod  is 
g r e a t l y  t o  ho f e a r e d  in  t h o  a s s e m b l y  o f  t h o  s a in t s ,  a n d  t o  b o  h a d  tit 
r ev o r c n c o  o f  all  t h e m  t h a t  a r o  a b o u t  h im .  l ’s. j .xxx ix .

A g r e a t  k in g 1 a b o v e  a l l  g o d s .  xcv .  f l o  is t o  b e  f e a r e d  nb ov o  a l l 
g o d s .  xcv l .

W h o  s m o t e  g r e a t  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  s lew  mi-jhl.v K in g s  ; S ih o n ,  K in g  of  t h o  
A m o r i l e s ,  a n d  ou ,  K i n g  o f  JJa-shnn, a n d  a l l  th o  k i n g d o m s  of  C a n a a n ,  c x x x v .

S n o ro s  o f  s im i l a r  p n s sa g o s  m i u h t  bo  ijmded to  s h o w  t h a t  t h o  th n u d e r *  
h u r l i n g ,  m a r t i a l  t u t e l a r  d o i t y  o f  t h e  H e b r e w s ,  J A M  o r  . J A H V K ,  w h o  w n i  
a d o p t e d  b y  t h o  C h r i s t i a n s  a s  t h o  c h i e f  p o r s o n g c  of th ru* T r i n i t y  a m i  m a d o  
th o  p u t i t i v e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e i r  s e c o n d  p e r s o n a g e ,  J en n a ,  w a s  a l m o s t  if uofc 
ip t ito  ft r e m in i s c e n c e  q f  t h e  A r y a n  l n d r a ,  T l ieos .}  ‘
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T l  I E  N A T U R E  A N D  O F F IC E  OF B l 'V D lL V S  
R E I .h i lO X .

By T1IK RT. P.KV. II. SA.M AM iAI.A.

] / tiflt I ' r i r t l  o f  A i la m 't  / ’i t i l ,  a m i  / ‘n -r .ii/fiil n f  I i t l j /o d tn /a  C u/fi t/c \ 
S r ) i " ‘i' j in d i lh i* t  .Vt-uilx-r <>/’ //"■ I r r n i 'r a l  I 'o m ir i l  i i f  th r  T l f 'W i -  
J ih i i t l l  S ‘» t ' t ' ! .

I low does man Ix-cmue |>nre or liolv { How can lie Ik1 
freed from his many sutiorintjM or sorrows I

Mini Inis to destroy 11is evils by 11is good actions— by

Iiractising n morally virtuous lilt*. Our Lord, Omniscient 
biddlia. has opened to us :i supreme path (ariyo magga) 

for sanctification ; and, it consists of eight parts or m em ­
bers, doscril»eil in detail in many Su tras  of His l) lm n n d  
( ( 'ode of Laws.)

I ipmte here a portion from one «,(' thoso Sutra*  ; and, 
let it lie a citation from that wliicli is deiioininated the 
Sali/H iltlm »a Siitlnin.

Katamainca Bhikkhavc iliikklui-nir<mIlia-rrainini-|uitijui- 
ilA-ariva-saceain ; Ayamcva arivo atthaingiko nnggo, sey- 
yathidam ; samma-ditthi, samma-sainkappo, samina-vaca, 
sainnm-kammanto, samma-aji vo, santma-va yamo. saimna- 
sati, samma-samadhi.

O Bhikkus 1 what is the holy path which ought to he 
walk?d over, in order to destroy sorrows {

It is the nr!i/o path consisting of eight mcinhcr-itcms 
or component partia l la ix. Anil, they are, (1) right Seeing 
or correct Belief (sanima ditthi), (2) right Thinking (sam- 
mA, sainkappo), (.’!) right Words (s. vaca), (4) right Actions 
(s. kainnianto), (.'>) right Living (s. ajivo), (I!) right Exer­
tions (s. vavamo), (7) right Recollecting (s. sati), and (8 )
I ight < Vi!ii|xjsiiig of the m ind— thr j tract ice o f  Yoya.

" t l i a n m i k o  .«•( I tin"

S ;i'can ;n n  c;itur«* |*;i«ln,”
** Y i r n j ' n  M ' t t l i o  «111;« t n t t i t V i  i n  i u "

“ J)\ i|i.'i'iriii,'iin«.rt ( 'jtkk liim m .*’

Of all the Paths, tin; cight-niemlicrcd (one) is tlio stipre- 
mest, ; ot tlie I'ruths, the four-fold truth is the highest ; of 
the illiurwii.s (knowledge) Nirvana is the most excellent; 
and, of the hipods, Buddha is the highest and most su­
premely exalted and enlightened (Being).

I. " Tin1 right Seeing,” ahovenientioned as being a 
component part or an aspect of the1 supreme nirttjt/ii, is 
thus explained a t  length :— All (Buddha's) i l h a r n m *  .-in­
divided into four parLs; and, they are, ( 1) sorrows (duk- 
knni), ("2) origin of sorrows (dukkha-samudayo), (.3) des­
truction of sorrows (dukkha-uii'odho), and (4) “ ways and 
m ean s" used for the destruction of sorrows (dukklia- 
nin hI ha-ga mini-pa tipada).

The right and full comprehension of these four (facts) 
is what is understood by “ the right Seeing” or “ correct 
Belief.'' And, this “ right S e e in g ” or correct Belief is. 
further, viewed under two aspects— vnrh lh /, one way, and
o o  r - x ' i n  l i l l j / ,  another wa v. Good or hail deeds dolTe hy one’s 
self, and producing happiness or sorrow, as their respec­
tive cfl'ects reflecting on the doer or doers, together with
II ltelief tha t the said doings brought about the said effects 
and n knowledge of them conformable to “ the four veri­
ties" is “ the n o il'll;/ right Seeing." The good knowledge 
of the excellent conduct of sentient Iteings, who have not 
destroyed their lusts &c., is “ the worldly right Seeing” u n ­
derstood by the term “ lavki'ka-iia nrniyak-itrlxht!.'' And, 
the other, “ lokottara-sammyak-drishti’’ (over-worldly right 
Seeing) is obtained by destroying our lusts, passions, anger, 
iSro. aud rightly comprehending what are known as “ cattar 
ariyiv saccAni,” " the four supreme Verities.”

I I. Tlie right Thinking (sammA. sainkappo) compre­
hends pondering on (nckkhauima-samkappo), the aban­
doning of all worldly happiness, all had desires, lusts, i'tc. 
and the cherishing of thoughts to live sejwirnte from them

all. ("2) Avvya-pada-samkappo, the loathing to take away 
the life of any one, (•"?) Avihimsa-sainkappo, the not-think- 
ing of hurting a sentient being. It is the continued th ink­
ing or the repeated exercise of the mental powers tha t is 
signified by the term sainkappo,

III .  The third item of the eight-fold path is samma 
vAcft (right words or good speech). It. embraces lying, 
slandering, u tte ring  rough (vulgar) words, and vain babb­
ling or empty talk.

IV. Sanctifying the actions of the body by refraining 
from killing, stealing, enjoying unlawful connubial plea­
sures, &e. is called siimm'i-kohiwinih).

V. N ot obtaining one’s livelihood hy “ evil ways and 
means,” but supporting one’s self, being worthily employed, 
is the sii)v qua non of “ a right living.”

VI. “ Right, exertion" denotes labouring willingly anil 
earnestly to prevent evil thoughts from rising in the mind, 
nipping even the buds of any such thoughts already sprung, 
and cherishing and nourishing good t houghts and exerting 
to create morally virtuous ideas when the heart and mind 
is vacant and em pty of them.

VII. The seventh memlter ol the supreme Path is the 
aforementioned four sati-patthAnas.

VIII. And, the last is the four ilhyiinas, elsewhere 
known (as we suppose) as the four systems of Yoi/ns.

A separate contribution setting forth, a t  some length, 
a description of the illiynniis (Yoga) will he sent for publi­
cation in a future number of your exceedingly interesting 
and very valuable journal, the TllKiisni’HI.s'r.

Colombo, Cryluv, I •’>//< Diri'mbcr I87!>.

(To be continued.)

/ ’ n x l x i r i / i t .

fomSr qifaqi R̂ fr qq arrfiiTcr q^-
I qq- q̂ r sfawr *^3

q qqr qqmnqr sqi-q-uft 11 
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f̂ rcrw[̂ rcrî 3Tfff|̂ effcqrc wrr^?ira*ifte: I + *?»TrTlr- 
R s n ^ f t f t f s ^ n i  cr'-rrfc ^ R r * m * T R % s - 3 iT -

37 j c r n ^ R ^ ^  crqr

cfq-f ^Rf^eqr^i^Rr^:*r<T:'rc*i<reir Rf^tKfa^r 
t f f a c J T R r c r V t T f ^ r c r c f ^ s  ^ t f l ^ R > T C c r  *r-

w r f a p K w r  1 n w r i f a s i g ;  : II 11,

a  r . i.s’A’ o r  a r x n x r  u r x / x /  m i : i >i i 'm s i i i i ' 

By B ah u  N d iu n  K. B annk iukk , D k i t t v  (JuL-
1.IK TOR AND MAUISTIIATK.

About 41 years, ago, nt a  certain village in tlio .sulxirlis
ol' Calcutta, one morning, about >S A. M., our family
— tlicn consisting of my grandfather, my grandmother, 
their live sons, tin: youngest of whom was my father, five 
daiighters-in-law, tliuir children and relatives— were sud­
denly surprised by the strange demeanour of my second 
aunt. As she. was not liked in the  family various hints 
were thrown out, aud a t  last tliey subjected her to rough 
treatment accusing her of feigning the ghost. The resultn o © o
was that the next morning .slu; wa.s found to be all right.© O
, Before, however, a week had hardly passed my fourth 

■Hint one evening betrayed similar signs. As she was 
in age the youngest iu the family, and a very ignorant 
village girl, she had all along been considered incapable of 
practising any deception. This fact made the o ther m em ­
bers of the family take the m atte r  into serious considera­
tion. A t  last my grandmother, who liked her much for 
her simplicity, undertook to fathom the secret.

After various other devices, she questioned the girl, 
saying tluit if  he— meaning the gho.st obsessing her, for 
my aunt had dressed herself like a, man, was any depart­
ed spirit, he would do be tte r  to reveal himself and his 
wants, which if reasonable, would be complied with. Upon 
this my aunt (or ra ther the  spirit who had taken pos­
session of her person for the time being) replied tha t he 
would talk to my grandfather on the  .subject. My grand­
mother then surmised tha t  he (the ghost) m ust be some 
near relative. Now in H indu  society, as u rule, daugh­
ters-in-law do not appear before their fathers-in-law or 
brothers-in-law older than their husbands, much less do they 
ever converse with them. The very request, therefore, wa.s 
unprecedented and shocking. Then a consultation was held 
at which it  was decided that the daughter-in-law should for 
the moment be lost sight of and the ghost possessing her

* < ? t3 T T ^ '^ i3 T R ^ i  ff55ir3qT>Ri^^rcr^f%r^3Tr'ii(3TR^— |

RjJlffT'T $ [% lT 73^3T ^3T F #.T ^r
f ^ n f '^ [ 3 T q 3 T ^ rR w ip ' t a w m  wr

only kept in view. This settled, my grandfather, accom­
panied by other children and my grandmother, approached, 
her and repeated the question. My au n t  was rejoiced a t  
this— as she expressed it— and spoke to the following effect. 
T hat he (the .spirit) was none other than  11. M.— a neigh­
bour who had (lied a few months before. T hat he was reduc­
ed to the condition of an earth-bound soul, because of his 
having died in a locked room, uncared for by his son, who 
had gone to witness a musical performance tha t  night. That, 
feeling sure tha t  he (my grandfather) was the only person 
who would perform a pilgrimage to Gaya and offer the 
Pinda, cake or balls, for his (the spirit's) sake, he had been 
for some time endeavouring to approach my grandfather.

He further said tha t a few days ago he had taken possession 
of my second alint, bu t  as the circumstances led to her ill- 
treatment, he had to give her up. At last, finding an op­
portunity, he took possession of my fourth a u n t’s person. 
That he would do no mischief to any one, bu t intended to 
stay in the family until the Pinda was offered at  (jaya. 
T ha t  he was at the head o f  <>-t other spirits in the same 
predicament, whose names he W o u l d  reveal in due time. 
T ha t  the party  lived in a guava tree, close to the house where 
he would come every morning and evening to perform his 
regular poojah  and tu m ic lx  (timely worship and prayer) Ibr 
which preparations should be made. Thus reassuring the 
family, the spirit left my aunt, for the night. She fell down 
at once and swooned awa v. When sin; came to her senses, 
she was found unhurt, did not recollect anything of what 
had occurred, aud l o o k e d  amazed.

Then commenced daily visits, morning and evening fur 
the jinii/iili, on which occasions my aunt acted exactly in 
the same m anner as the spirit while living wa.s wont to 
act. In the beginning she became entranced. Shortly 
after she would reeovcl and dress like a man— exact­
ly after the manner of the deceased when living,-— 
walk out aud take her seat at the place prepared, im ita­
ting the man even in the very posture of sifting in his voice, 
and even to the minutest details.

Although a simple ignorant country girl unacquainted 
even with the alphabet, she would during tl 
recite Bireshur’s (a name of MVdiiidev) prayer aloud, (lie 
very one which the man when living used to recite— aud 
exactly after his manner. She even used to peruse (pat- 
kuru) aloud the  very punfhtis (longitudinal religious ma­
nuscript books) supplied to her a t  her call, and even cor­
rected it, as it was tha t  of my second uncle, in some 
places where she said there were errors, which proved to 
be the case on enquiry.

The above seances, especially tin; morning ones, took 
place iu the  presence of large audiences, who were drawn 
to the house by the circumstance becoming the topic of con­
versation at the time in the neighbourhood. Even the sun 
of tho deceased, who is a .Government .Pensioner a t  piesent, 
and who was then a youth of about l(i, used to be present.

This state of th ings lasted for about four months during 
wliieli period innumerable strange incidents happened, i  
note a few of them only.

In  the adjoining house, occupied by another branch of 
our family, another aun t  got possessed by a ghost. This 
spirit would not reveal himself. At the next visit, my 
grandm other questioned h im  (my aunt) about the affair 
whereupon lie disclosed the ghost as being one T. another’ 
neighbour who had died some six months before and who 
formed one of a band of (j4. ( )n this occasion he directed my 
grandm other to enjoin on all the ladies of the house not. 
to >/<>■<• l/tciitselci'.s uj> In jin i'r i)  or nar mv/i/.v, for many 
spirits were in and about the house, and telling her tha t  
all the members of the party of ti/ml.s were not equally 
good tempered, and th a t  those of the lower order were 
ra ther what we call sensual in their propensities, and ready 
for mischief, l ie also said tha t their present condition was 
far from being happy, and that it would be a great favor 
done to them it the pilgrimage to Gaya promised by my 
grandfather for their  emancipation, were accomplished soon.

On auolhcr occasion, a.s he was ill-treating his “ medium,” 
as he 11. M., the first spirit came. Complaint was a t  once 
made \u him ami lie repaired ty the other hyuse immediately,



upbraided him for liis misconduct, gave l i i m  a I hi x  on tho 
car, uml sternly observe*I that if lie <li*l not nieml liis wavs 
lie would In- excommunicate*I = At 111is I. quailed, ami 
suppliantIv, witli folded liauils Indeed to be excuseil, anil 
immcdiatcly after left liis medium lor the. day.

'I'., unlike It. M., was a mischievous and troublesome 
.spirit, and his misdeeds wore many. Relbre taking pos­
session of I lie medium, lie had Ibr some days been throw­
ing sculls, night dirt, legs and hands ol corpses, &c., into his 
own house (<’. r. (lie house of his own father i n  our neighbour­
hood). Hn one occasion lie stole our sanctified rupee. (In 
Hindu households an old silver or gold coin, rubbed all 
over with vei million, is preserved in the throne of the la- 
milv idol, or some sanctified r e c o p f a e l c ,  with much c a r e ,  
aud is, along with l ice, rou i ies, or shells, itc., worshipped 
as a sv1111m>1 of Lakshmi. llie goddess of plenty, at certain 
p e r i o d s  ol i Se year. W hen loiinil missing and It. M. wa.s 
questioned at liis next \isit. lie angrily ordered 'I'., to re­
place il al o n c e .  V, il seems, had carried it off anil kept 
it in t h e  n e x t  h o u s e  with t h e  r u p e e  ol the house. On 
being ordered :isabo\c, lie in Ins hurry ic/ilm-eil the im u ii/  
ruin. Il was detected immediately. It. Al. wa.s ready to 
have t h e  mistake r e c t i f i e d ,  but my grandfather said
that there was no iiecessitv for it ; the value ol both
the coins being the same I lie new one might, be al­
lowed to remain a s  a token ol spirit deeds iu the family

One exciting my mother while playing with Iter sistcrs- 
in-laxv (my other aunts) in a t tem pting  to cast away a 
little f r o g  ( o f  xvltich sin- wa.s very much afraid) throxvu 
u p o n  her by o n e  of mv aunts lot fun, and happened lo 
strike one o f  my aunts upon the neck, and tore away her 
sat nor (a sort of golden necklace of small cut balls, loosely 
worn, hav ing seven lines.) The little balls fell on the
l l o o r ,  bill eoiiId be found nowhere although search lor
them was made xvith a light. It. M. xvas iixvaited, ami 
when interrogated bv m\' grandmother about flu: lost 
halls a little while after his coming, he to the surprise 
o| all ii plied that his little daughter It. had appropria­
ted thi i n  f o r  a  nose-ring, and that therefore all search 
Mould be xain. It may b; mentioned here tha t It. M. 
had a little daughter who died shortly alter him by 
drowning. She was one of I lie hand of sixty-four.

Sometimes my grandlal her, to satisfy some nexv guest, 
would u-sk lor a token, such as seine fruit, not to be had 
within some miles, or out of season, xx lien it would drop 
immediately before them. This occurred several times.

At last, the time lor tin- departure of my grandfather on 
liis pilgrimage to (lava arrived. My father xx'as to ac­
company him. A few days prior to starting, the names 
names of my grandfather asked I!, for a list of the names 
ol his comrades, which xvas furnished. Iu this list appear­
ed the name of a near relative xvho had committed a theft 
and being ashamed to appear in ( lie family had disappeared, 
and xvas not heard of Ibr about four years, l i i s  wife 
xvas then living in our house. Tho circumstance raised 
great curiosity and all were anxious to le.irit the facts. 
The lamily up to that lime knew nothing of the theft ; 
anil tlierefoie did not know the reason of his disappea­
rance. All then circumstances xvere then related, beginning 
from tin' I hell, down, to lioxv lie came by his death at a 
distance and iu a foreign land.

It was then thought advisable to consult pandits as to 
whether or not, Cl s. (the name o l  the relative) wile was t o  

behave thenceforth as Hindu widows do. The pandits 
declared that there was no such provision in the Sliris- 
tras. That she m ust await 12 years from the date ol 
her husband's disappearance, and then, if no news of his 
being still alive was received, she should burn (ecmati) 
on a I'm Dei  a  I pile a  Kusu piil.I.ra (an clligy made of Kuslia 
grass and certain o t h e r  leaves) anil then act a.s a widow.
I need hardly say that this wa.s actually performed, in 
time iu my presence, though in piactice my au n t  abs­
tained from all animal food and other pleasures, denied 
to Hindu widows, fiom the time of the above revelation 
by the spirit.

Now to our narrative. Thorewere no railways then, 
lior wns a journey to distant par Is so safe, especially for

travellers who had any money with them anti happened 
to be men of consequence. My grandfather therefore 
consulted It. on the  subject, who promised to depute two 
of the sixty-fbur spirits with the party as an escort. 
The escort was to change every evening, two nexv ones
hrinimi<x news from the house, while the returners would 

. i carry home the news from the travellers. He also under­
took to protect the persons and property of the travellers, 
a.s well a.s the members of the family xvho remained at 
home, up to the time of the ottering of Pinda; after which 
event, (which was to l>e notified to the family, a t the very 
moment, by the breaking of the branch of the guava tree, 
the abode of the spirits) neither he nor his comrades 
would have any more communication whatever with any 
one. ■

This contract wns acted upon to the letter by It. and his 
gang. The following are some of the instances told to 
me by my lather who had accompanied the pilgrims. '

( Ini' day, while halting for breakfast at a serai (orcluitter, 
a.s they are called a t  Behar) a servant xvas drawing water from 
an itidvia (big xvell) when the lota (water pot) dropped into 
the xvell, a.s lie had tied the noose of the rope rather loose 
around the pot. Lightly equipped as the travellers were, 
this loss was of great concern to them. After thinking 
a  while, my grandfathei said that It hail promised them 
every assistance on the  journey. " I  am s u r e ” he said 
“ his promised escort is with us. Let us drop the n ipe  
with the noose into the water and sec if his spirits will 
not find us the lota.” H e  did accordingly, and a number 
of persons who were then drawing water from the same 
xvell l o o k  him for a madman when they saxv him drop 
a rope in a xvell with no lota on it. Suddenly my grand­
father felt the rope heavy, and xvlien lie pulled it, out, 
up came the very lota, firmly tied anil full of wafer. The 
by stauilcrs at once changed their minds, and thought the 
oitl man was a Jiidugar (Magician) or endowed with 
superhuman powers. The news spread like wildfire ail 
over the serai, and large crowds gathered at the dour of. 
the shop in which the  t r a v e l le r  had put up. The party 
now thought tha t  it was not expedient to stop at the 
place any longer, and therefore taking their meal as fast 
as they could, they left the place speedily anil quietly.

In another serai one of their i/n ines  (clothes &c. tied 
in a bundle by another piece of cloth) was somehow or 
other stolen by some one. At some of the serais in India, 
dogs are trained for purposes of theft. And so It xvas 
again invoked anil shortly after a dog xvith the ijuh ii' iu 
its mouth approached as if being dragged by the ear, 
dropped the y v tr ic  liefnrc my grandfather, and then pro­
ducing a sound, as if it had received a slap, it ran away 
with all speed.

One evening while seatetl at the door of a seraie, some 
voice spoke to the party from over their heads, informing 
them th a t  the night before a th ief had committed a 
robbery iu their house. The inmates xvere all fast asleep. 
The spirits however made certain sounds which awoke 
them, and the thief with his accomplices made away a.s 
last as he could. The fact, was noted down and communi­
cated to the family, who in reply confirmed it.

On the noon of the day on xvltich the pilgrims ottered 
the Pinda, my aun t became suddenly entranced a t  home 
(it should be remembered tha t  it was not the usual hour), 
then became conscious, rose up, dressed like a man as 
usual, xvalked to the  yard, called my grandm other and 
the rest of the family near her, and talked to the  cfleet 
that he and his party would always remember with grati­
tude the trouble which my grandfather, and the family 
had taken for their sake; that, the time for their eman­
cipation had at  last arrived ; th a t  the pilgrims had already 
entered the t e m p le ; that, the Pinda was in their hand, 
then there— there— there. My aunt fell Hat ou the 
ground, and simultaneously the branch of the guava tree 
came down xvith a crash... ; young boys and maidens ran 
away in a fright, believing the sixty-four ghosts were 
about to perpetrate some serious mischief.

The jaxvs of my aunt, which were locked at first, were 
now released, and when she returned to consciousness,



feeling shocked a t  seeing so many spectators present on 
the occasion she repaired at once to the inner apartm ents 
like a true H indu  zenana, modest lady.

From th a t  time to her death, in October 1878, she 
remained the same ignorant H indu lady as she had been 
before tlie event. She could ne ither  road nor write, nor 
recite any more a word of the Bireshwar’s prayer which 
she had boon in the  habit of doing every morning and 
evening for about four months.

One particular event I  have omitted to mention here. 
R. had on the occasion of his son’s marriage, privately 
borrowed lls. sixteenfrom my second uncle. Before my 
grandfather's departure for Gaya, one morning while his 
son' was present among others, he beseeched my grand­
father to release him from the debt as it was preying on 
his mind. My grandfather therefore remarked th a t  he 
and his son (my second uncle) had no recollection of the 
transaction. To this he replied th a t  he had signed the l-hat 
for the money and it  was still in existence. After this he 
turned to his son (K.) and asked him if he had a mind to 
repay the debt, who replied in the affirmative. Jl. how­
ever, was not satisfied bu t remarked th a t  ns my grand­
father was about to incur so much expense for their sake 
it would be a favor and 110 great 'loss to him if the debt 
was paid. My uncle thereupon took out a bundle of 
I /kiI.i , and threw it before (my aunt). R. picked out his 
bond and gave it  to m y uncle, who then remarked to the 
audience present “ I hereby absolve him from his debt,” 
and tore up  the bond. The spirit then uttered hurried 
thanks and departed, leaving my aun t in a  swoon.

In connection with the narrative I may mention that 
my father died in December 1800, my first uncle in 1802, 
my third uncle in 1803, and my fourth uncle in 1807. 
My mother is still alive, so are also several neighbours 
who won! eye-witnesses of the above events. 1 have, tried 
to give in the narrative as brief an account, as I could 
omitting all minor and insignificant details as much as 
]tossiblc. Before committing the above to paper, I in ter­
rogated some of the living eye-witnesses about the inci­
dents. Tlie circumstance is widely known in the neigh­
bourhood, and as the son of the spirit is now a pensioner, 
it would l>e perhaps as well to suppress the names rather 
than wound his feelings.

.Mtmt'shi'iliihiul, IJth Janiun'U 1SS0 .

A ( M E A T  L I G H T  U N I >E l i  A I! I LSI IE L.

Tf, according to the ironical definition of a French writer, 
language! were not given to man “ th a t  he might the hotter 
dissimulate his thought,” a t some future day, in a cate­
chism of sciences, we m ight hope to see the following 
answer under the heading of Phyxwloiii/.

Qiicx.— W hat is Physiology ?
. l/).v.— The art of denying all th a t  its specialists have 

not yet come to know, and, of unconsciously disfiguring 
that which they do know.

The relevancy of this answer.posterity will fully recog­
nize and appreciate ; especially when mesmerism, or animal 
magnetism, shall have become a recognized science, and 
generations of stubborn physicians shall have been p u b ­
licly accused by history, of having sacrificed generations 
of their contemporary suffering millions to their ferocious 
conceit and obstinacy.

For those of our readers who may know but little of 
this most ancient science, practised since prehistoric times 
in India, Lgypt ami Chaldea; and, who have never heard 
that it was the basis of the  wonderful “ magic a r t” of the 
Phrygian Dactyls and of the initiated priests of Memphis, 
we will briefly sketch its history, and show what— as now 
confessed by the greatest men of modern science— it is 
able to perform.

" A n im a l  M acJn k t is m , called also mesmerism, is a force 
or fluid by moans of which a peculiar and mysterious in ­
f luencemay be exerted on tho animal system” says the 
‘ American Cyclopedia.’ Since the destruction of the

pagan temples and after an .interval of several centuries, 
it was practised and taught by Paracelsus, 11 it! great mvstie 
and one of the sect of the “ fire philosophers.” Among 
these this force was known under tho various names of 
“ living fire,” the “ Spirit, of Light,” etc. ; the Pythagoreans 
(‘ailed it the “ Sold of tlie world,’ (umiun itiiim ltj mid 
the Alchemists, “ Alui/m '*•, and the. “ Celestial Virgin.” 
About the middle of the LSth century, Max Hell, profes­
sor of astronomy a t  Vienna, nnd a  friend of Dr. F. Anthony 
Mesmer, advised him to try whether, like another Paracel­
sus ami Kircher, hi; could not. cure diseases with tho 
magnet. Mesmer improved upon the idea and ended in 
performing the most miraculous cures- no more by m i­
neral, but, as he claimed, by cmntu! ma^iiei ism. Iu 1778 
Mesmer went to Paris : caused in this city the greatest 
excitement, and from the f i r s t ,  (noils' mastered public opi­
nion. He. would not, however, give his secn i to the or>- 
vernment, but. instead of that formed a class, and nearly 
J-,000 persons studied under his d ii . i  I ions a! various times; 
Lafayette, the Man pi is de Ptiysogiii', and I he famous Dr. 
D’lilslon being his pupils. 11 is loci hods were not those of 
the present, day, but lie treated his patients by placing* 
magnets on various parts of I heir bodies, or bv having 
them sit. round a covered tub trom t he eov e r of which an iron 
rod went out to each person, the whole party thus being 
connected by touching hands. He also made passes with 
his hands over their bodies. While Mesmer provoking iu 
the hotly aiul limbs ol the sick persons a cold prickling 
sensation, nervous twitehiugs, diwv s i  ness. s l e e | i ,  aiul procur­
ing thereby an alleviation ami olieii a total cure did not 
go further than to cure nervous tliseases.il was the Mar- 
f| i i  is tie Piiysegur, his pupil, who discovered somnambu­
lism— the most important result, of animal magnetism. 
Anti it, was Delcuxe, the famous ualtiralisl of I lie Ja rd iu  
des I’lantes, a man greatly ivspecled lor his probity and as 
an author, who published in. I.SI.‘I a ‘ Critical History of 
Animal Magnetism.’ At I his time, not wit lislantling its 
evident success ami benefit, mesmerism had nearly lost, 
ground. In I78-J-, the French (iovernment hail ordered 
the Medical Faculty of Paris to make an enipiiry into Mes­
mer s practices ami theory, aud report. A commission 
was appointed ol such men a.s the American philoso­
pher Franklin, Lavoisier, Bnilli, ami others. But, as 
Mesmer refused to deliver his secrel ami make it. public, 
the result, was that, having carefully investigated the mode 
of treatment, the report admitted I hat. a great influence 
was wrought upon the subjects, bill iliis influence was 
ascribed by them chit'fly to iinuijiuiitmn The impression 
left thereby on the public mind was that Mesmer was a 
charlatan, and his pupils— dupes.

Notwithstanding the general prejudice, m agnetism  
throve and got known over the whole world. It had m ade 
an invasion upon the grounds of medical routine anti 
fought its way step by step. It appealed from ihe s tub­
born hostility of the Academy anil the old traditions of 
its members to the judg m en t  nf the multitude, promising 
to abide by the decree of tho majority. " I t  was in vain 
that, its Iricuds were treated as charlatans by the medical 
faculty and the majority of the learned,” writes Dclenze,
“ the man, who had witnessed mesmeric, experiments 
among his Iriemls, would believe despite all Ihe authority 
which could be brought to bear upon him.” A t last, in 
182."), owing to the efforts of Dr. Foissac, a ym'ing physi­
cian of note and an enthusiastic admirer of Mesmer, the 
lloyal Academy of Medicine in I’aris appointed another 
learned commission and had a serious investigation made. 
Would any one believe it { Owing to numerous intrigues, 
tin! opinion of the learned investigators was wit held for 
over five years'; anil it was only in 1831, tha t  the report, 
was rendered, and then found to the great discomfiture of 
the old academical and mouldy brains lo cun fa in a itimni- 
molts decision to the following:—

It was reported that —
(I) Mr-'iiwrism is a. force capable of exercising a power­

ful influence on the human system ; (2) tha t this influence 
<lo/'.< not ilfjiciiil IIJ'OII inittiiiitti/toit ; (3) t ha I it does not. act 
with eipial force on all persons, and upon some is entirely



powerless; (J-) tliat it produces somnambulic s leep: (•">) 
th a t  in this sleep injury to tho nerves uf sensation does 
not cause the slightest sense of pain ; ((i) tha t tin; 
sleeper mil hear 110 sound save the voiee of the magne- 
l ize r;  (7) that the sleeper's nerves of touch and smell 
carry no sensation to the brain, unless excited by the 
m agnetizer; (.S) tha t  some sleepers can see with their 
eyes closed, run j'o re /e ll neeuruteh/, (>ven mouths ill advance 
(a.s was amply proved) various events, anil espeeiallv 
the time ot the  return of epileptic tits, their cure, and 
discover (In' diseases of persons with whom tliey are 
placed in magnetic connection; and that, persons suf- 
lerni" wilh weakness, pains, epilepsy, and paralysis, were 
partially or entirely cured l>y magnetic treatment.

The report created tin* greatest, sensation. Mesmerism 
extended all fiver the world. S tudents  of the new science 
became more numerous than ever, the ablest writers kept 
track o( its progress and high among all others as a, 
liie.smorizer and a, writer stood Uarmi .f. I), du Potet.* 
About the year 1840, Paron Karl von lieichonbach, an 
eminent (Jernian chemist, and tho discoverer of creosote, 
discovered a new force, llnid, or principle,— which we 
regard rather as ono of t he correlat ions of the . Iiiinm  
Muiu/i— which lie called oil or ixh/lr. This agent, accord­
ing to his theory, “ is not confined to the  animal kingdom, 
hut pervades the universe, is perceived in various ways hy 
sensitives, has the greatest, influence upon life and health, 
and like electricity and galvanism, has two opposite poles, 
and may he accumulated in, or conducted away from, 
animal bodies.” Then came tho discovery of Dr. ISraid 
ol Manchester, who found that, ho could produce sleep in 
patients hy ordering them to look steadily a t some small 
and brilliant, object, about a foot from their  eyes and above 
their level. H e called the process ln/pniillsm  and gave 
to his theory the graceful name of iirnri/iuinliuii/ setting 
it  down as a mesmeric antidote.

Such is, in brief, tho history of this wonderful principle 
m n a tu re ;  a principle, as little understood as were electri­
city ami galvanism in days of old. And yet while the 
latter, as soon a.s demonstrated, were unanimously accepted 
and even greeted, the former, however great its claims for 
alleviating the pains of suffering humanity, however much 
demonstrated, is to-day as bitterly denied and decried us 
it. was in the days of Mesmer. Shall we say why? Because, 
while electricity and galvanism in t heir practical application 
by, and meaning, in science aro the gross manifestations of 
the universal Proteus, the great . I ninm \[n m li— Magnetism, 
in its broadest and most mysterious sense, discovers beyond 
mere physical results horizons so mysterious and vast, 
that the m atte r  of fact and sceptical scientists stagger and 
repulse its spiritual possibilities with all the m ight of 
their narrow-minded materialism, (luce th a t  they admit 
il„s existence and give it  rights of citizenship, the whole of 
their schools will have to be remodelled. Ou the other 
hand, the clergy are a.s bit ter against it, for its results, in 
their beneficent, effects, upset, every necessity for believing 
in divine. “ miracles,'’ or fearing the diabolical, and give 
the lie direct to tlicir old slanders.

W e will now show the  progress of magnet ism under its 
various modern names of mesmerism, magnetism, hypno­
tism and other isms, among the men of science, anil 
mosmcrizors who explain it, each iu his own way.

M e s m k i m s m  a n d  H y p n o t i s m  i n  F h a n c e .

As we propose to deal with that, dangerous hug-bear of 
physical science— mesmerism, we will have to examine 
these apples of discord freshly [ducked hy us in the garden 
ol the scientists, with due caution and respect. We mean 
to cut, oil every possible re treat from the enemy, and will, 
therefore, strictly hold but to the personal experiments 
and explanations of some of the recognized leaders of 
medicine.

^ n fls iilM  mnnv ni n< !n n  ami v rry  nl*lo (,pri< .< 1 i rr. Ik *mc!i :is ttin .Mutj.
rniMhiMp'l untlcr llio p.*ilronniro of ilir  vrnornlilr Pnron iln Pnlrl, 

I Innoi-nry K>llmv of nnr Society, ni Pnrii, nnd tin* i .lA'i/i./Viyw'* 1 .y li*i- 
iiftlo, nmmiir I ho licst works ii|mn inni.'nc?i*ro nro lhosi> nf II. fl. Atkin*nii, 
J i r  1.11 i M , nnd Prof*«^ir William Orofmry, of K' 1 i 111i r j 411,

One such is M. Naipiet,, deputy for Vaucluse, Pro­
fessor of the Faculty  of Medicine at Paris, and author of 
‘ Ancient and Modern Revelations.’* This gentleman, who 
is a hard-shelled materialist, to whom the mere idea of 
soul iu man is as unwelcome as the smell of incense used 
to be tn the traditional devil, is just now giving a series of 
scientific lectures in Paris, the main object of which seems 
tu b e  to admit the phenomena of mesmerism (at last!) and— 
light, against tho theory of the human soul having any­
thing to do with them. Having successfully pulled out 
t in! props from under the ancient revelation, !. r., the bible— 
nnd demonstrated the absurdit y of belief in the modern <-a- 
tholic “ miracles” ol LoiirdesandSalette—against which |n»si- 
tion we will not protest,— he tries his hand at, Spiritualism 
and Mesmerism. Unfortunately for the able lecturer he 
seems to labour under the  impression tha t  the votaries of 
both s p ir i t  intercourse and Mesmer must necessarily be­
lieve in Supcriiaturalisni—  lienee iniraele.i. Of course, he 
makes a mess of it. We. quote., translating portions of
his lecture r e r lm tin i ................................................................................................

“ Hand iu hand with these persons (the spiritualists) 
who bring forward such weak arguments we find 
moving, nevertheless, a few others ( mcsmei’izcrs ) 
whose ideas deserve to be taken into consideration and 
discusscd. These pretend ( ?) to produce at will in some hu­
man beings a peculiar kind of sleep, called the magnetic. 
They aflirm their ability to communicate to certain sub­
jects this faculty of seeing through opaipie lxxlies, and 
they m aintain  that such facts remain inexplainahlc unless 
we adm it the existence of a soul in man.”

" To begin with : an! the facts from which these men 
draw their conclusions at all certjiin/f- Admitting that 
they are, cannot they be explained upon any other liy|>o- 
thesis than the existence of this Soul

“ The facts under consideration are affirmed by enlight­
ened and honorable men ; thus, in this case, they do not 
offer th a t  u to r tli iu /  e li 'ira r te r  o f iin lieril ih f  o w l  tin p it'/H  rt‘ 
ir/iirh  e o u it i t  u tes  t in > j 'ln i i la n ie ii tu l  J en  I n re  o f' S j iir i tn n lix in .  J 
Therefore, I will not immediately pronounce upon the un­
reality of all they tvll’ us of magnetism : but, at the 
same time I propose to show tha t  these facts, however real, 
do not in the least, prove any necessity for the interven­
tion of a soul to account for them.”

" Magnetic sleep can be explained ipiite naturally. The 
phenomena of electric attraction daily produced before onr 
very eyes, and which no one ever a ttem pted to a ttribute  to 
a .supernatural cause, are, at least as extraordinary as the 
mesmeric influence of one man upon another man. For 
th(! last several years, sleep followed by complete insensibili­
ty and identical in all points with the magnetic sleep, is 
produced by purely mechanical means. To obtain it, 
one has but to approach a light to the pa tien t’s 
nose. The  fixing of his eyes upon the luminous p i in t  
produces a cerebral fatigue which results in sleep. At this 
day, it is no longer to be doubted th a t  magnetism belongs 
to a, phenomenon of the  same kind, light being replaced 
by other agents and expedients which bring on the same 
cerebral fatigue, and finally sleep."

“ Lucidity seems more doubtful than simple magnetic 
sleep, and it becomes still more difficult, to give it, cre­
dence. Admitting it to he demonstrated, however, we 
could again explain it without meddling with the S p ir i t ."

“ We will know that light and heat are bu t vibratory 
motions; tha t light and heat differ hut in the  length of their 
undulations ; tha t  these undulations which are perceptible 
to our eye, are of various lengths, producing in us the  sen­
sation of various colours; that, moreover among the un- 
dulatory motions which we recognize a.s heat,, there are 
waves of different le n g th s ; that there exists, in short, 
such a th ing  as a real calorific » peetriin i. On the other

* Htu'rhitUul tn-l't/t"' it  Mtn/t'i'ue.

+ A t  tlio J im o  o f  th i s  t o r t u r e  t l io  e m i n e n t  l i l t y j i d n n  b e l ie v e d  h u t  l i t t l e  in 
t h o  m c>m et  ic p h c n o n i e n n .  S i n c e  t h o u ,  In v m t*  r e p e a t e d l y  w i tn e s s e d  px|**ri- 
n n ' i iU  o f  nn i inn l  m n g t i e t N m  b y  P r o f r* « o r<  h n r c o t ,  ho  d o n h t*  no  l o n g e r ;  n ay  -  
hr* Indioi 'e* , n m l  v e t ,  xvliilo findint* it  impo«*il>lo t o  d o u b t ,  h o  t r i e s  t o  ex p la in  
th o  w h o le  ujM.n h is  o w n  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  h y p o th c x i* .  - A V .  T/*^a.

t  M«»ro t h n n  o n e  s p i r i t n a l U t  m i g h t  r e t u r n  th o  c o m p l i m e n t  t o  mnter in l i« m 
n n d  w i th  i n n r y .  ^



hand, as, beyond th e  red ray, there are motions which re ­
main unperecivable by the eye, but which become sensible 
to the touch as heat, so there are others beyond the  violet 
vay, which develop in us neither impressions of heat nor 
those of luminosity, but which we can m ake manifest by the 
chemical influence which they exercise upon certain sub­
stances. Finally, experiment shows to us tha t  there are 
bodies permeable to heat, yet perfectly impermeable to 
light, and rice rerntt."

“ Thus, Ave can admit the production of vibrations of 
waves of various lengths and infinitely variable. B u t of 
all such possible motions there is but a certain num ber 
only, within very restricted limits, th a t  are, perceived by 
us as light, heat or chemical rays. All grea ter  and smaller 
motions escape our senses, a.s would the luminous motions 
had we 110 organ of sight. They escape us simply 
because we have 110 organs fit to perceive them .”

“ Let us now suppose,” he says “ that, owing to a ner­
vous snr-oxcitcmont, our organs may become impressionable 
to tlit! extra-calorific or extra-luminous rays. Til K I’ACTS 
Ol'MAUNKTIC I.ncmiTV WOULD UK VKIil'KCTLY KX IM.A IX Kl >.”

W e thank modern Science for teaching us such trut hs and 
explaining such a profoundly involved problem. B u t  we 
can hardly refrain from reminding the erudite lecturer 
that he bu t repeats tha t  which was explained by nearly 
every ancient philosopher aud repeated by many a modern 
writer, who has treated upon clairvoyance.

The Neo-Platonists explained clairvoyance on the same 
principle; Baptist van lie lm ont in his ‘ Opera Omnia,’ 
A. n. KiS^, (p. 720) treats this second sight in the realm 
of the occult universe most elaborately. The H indu  Yogi 
reaches clairvoyance by purely physiological processes, 
which does not prevent him from often discerning' things 
real, not intayinary.

“ Light, heat and chemical raj's,” our wise lecturer goes 
on to say, “ nre propagated by means of vibrations, and 
according to the same law ; thus, m ust it be for the rays 
which remain imperceptible to our senses. L et only our 
eyes become tit for perceiving them, and the ‘double sight’
has nothing in it to surprise us........Jlu‘day when these fnctx
(of mesmerism) .-7ndl he xnffuientli/ proreil, our liyjmtltett* will 
become more accejiftthle titan that o f the mud. It trill nlloir 
o f erery e.rplanation, without tnvjHtfxiiii/ beyond the hurt* trhtr/t 
(jorem the nnirer.se.’’

W e make haste to deny and emphatically protest against 
the imputation of believing in the  supernatural. The hy­
pothesis of Af. Naquet, the physiologist, if ever accepted, 
beyond the small minority of his colleagues will never prove 
“ acceptable.” As to accusing, as he does, the  vast body 
of Spiritualists, Spiritists, and Mesmerists of trespass­
ing in their explanation beyond the late* which yorern the 
nnirerse, it is as false as i t  is ridiculous. Once more it 
shows how ap t  are our opponents, and especially physio­
logists, to disfigure facts whenever these  ehush with their 
ideas. Their arguments were unique. If, said they, artificial 
sleep can be produced by purely tueclntnieal means, (hypno­
tism) what use is there in calling sjnrit and xoid to our help 
to explain this phenomenon { No use whatever, indeed. 
But neither did we ever pretend to explain this preliminary 
stage to clairvoyance— sleep whether natural, hypnotic, or 
mesmeric, by any soul or spirit theory. This imputation 
lies only in the  case of uneducated Spiritualists, who 
attr ibu te  all such phenomena to “disembodied spirits.” 
But can they themselves— these high priests of intellect 
— the agency of the  spiritual <*</« being pu t  aside— any 
more rationally explain the phenomenon of somnambu­
lism, clairvoyance (which some of them  as we see are forced 
to admit) or even sleep and simple dreams, than  we, not 
“ scientifically trained ” mortals ( Even ordinary sleep 
with its infinite modifications is a.s good as unknown to 
physiology. A dm itting  even tha t  the  will o f  man is not 
the direct cause of magnetic effects, it  yet, as M. Donato, 
the celebrated magnetizcr of Paris, remarks, “plays upon 
and guides many a mysterious force in nature, the  mere 
existence of which is totally unknown to science.”

D r . C h a r c o t  o k  P a r i s .

(The ftltistrioua DUeoocrer of the “ Jlyiteric.il Conk.”)

Meanwhile science fishes in the same water with the 
mesmorizers and for the same fish— only inventing for it 
when caught, a new, and as it thinks, a more scientific names' 
The alwive accusation is easily demonstrated. As a proof 
we may cite the case of Dr. Charcot. I t  is the same great 
Parisian professor who, having proved to his own satisfac­
tion th a t  no mesmeric effects can be obtained with a sub­
jec t  unless this subject be naturally hysterical, mesmeriz­
ed a rooster and thus became the original discoverer of 
the  "Hysterical (Jock. ”* Professor ( Jlmrcot is an autho­
rity upon all manner of nervous diseases, a high rival of 
Broca, Vulpian, Luys, etc., and besides being the celebra­
ted physician of the hospitals of Paris, is a member of 
the Academy ot Medicine. Like the less scientific bu t  
equally famous Dr. W. A. Hammond, of New York, he 
believes in the etticaey of the metallic discs of Dr. Biirck 
for curing more than one incurable disease, but unlike tha t  
neurologist, does not a ttr ibu te  any of either the cures or 
other phenomena to imagination; for catalepsy can he prac­
tised upon animals, according to his own experiments. He 
also gives credit in his own way to the  genuineness of 
somnabulism and the freaks of catalepsy, a ttr ibu ting  to 
the la tter  all mediumistic phenomena. On the au thori ty  
of a correspondent of M. Itagazzi, the Editor of the  
.foarmd da Muynetimne. of Geneva, he proceeds in th e  
following fashion :—

Dr. Charcot first introduces to his audience a t  the hos­
pital of La Stdpeleirre (Paris,) a sick girl in a state of per­
fect insensibility. Pins and needles are stuck iu her head 
and body without the least effect. An application of a 
collar of zinc discs for five minutes returns life into the  
regions of the throat. Then the two poles of a horse-shoe 
magnet are applied to her left arm aud th a t  spot exhibits 
sensibility, while tins rest of the body remains in it  previ­
ous state. The same magnet, placed in contact with the 
leg, instead of bringing the  limb back to life, produces a 
violent contraction of the  foot, drawing the toes to tho 
heel ; it  ceases bu t upon an application of electricity.

“ These experiments of iiielullotherapia and mineral 
magnetism remind one of the gropings of Mosmer in 
1774, and of his applications of magnetized pieces in the  
case of nervous diseases” says M. Pony, the  medical s tu ­
dent, iu his le tter to the Journal de Mnynetisme, and an 
eye-witness.

Another subject is brought. She is hysterical like the 
first one, and appears in a state of complete aniesthesia. 
A strong ray of electric light is directed on her, and the 
patient is instantaneously cataleptized. She is made to 
assume the most unnatural positions; and, according to 
the a t t i tude  commanded have her countenance “ by sug­
gestion” says Dr. Charcot, "express th a t  which her ges­
tures imply. Thus her hands, crossed 011 her bosom, are 
followed by an expression of ecstacy on her face ; her arms, 
stretched forward, produce iu her features an air of suppli­
ca tion .. .”

If, while the  uhject is in this state, the  luminous ray is 
abruptly  withdrawn, the  patient collapses and falls again 
into *iiutnambidi,<ut— a word which shocks Professor Char­
cot beyond description. A t the command of the physi­
cian, and while lie proves her u t te r  insensibility by stick­
ing pins in every portion of her body, the  patient is made 
to obey the  doctor a t every word of command. H e forces 
her to rise, to walk, to write, etc.

I 11 a le tter  from M. Aksakof, which is published further 
011, it  will be seen th a t  Donato, the professional magnetizcr, 
produces by will power all tha t  is produced by the sceptical 
xncattt by electricity and mechanical means. Does the  la t­
ter experiment prove th a t  mesmerism is but a nam e ! Can 
we not, rather, see in both a mutual corroboration ; a proof, 
moreover, of the  presence in m an’s system of all those 
subtle powers of na tu re  the  grosser manifestations of 
wliieli are only known to us as electricity and magnetism ;

•  Seo  K n 'ttr  M titfn tin y t* ,  fo r  KeKruay, edited l>y D o n a t e  a t  l ‘uri»\



n n d  th e  f in e r e scap in g  e n tire ly  th e  s c r u t in y  ol physical 
sc icnce  ?

B u t o n e  n f  flic m ost cu rio u s  fe a tu re s  n f  tlie  p h en o m en o n , 
b ro u g h t, mi by Dr. C h a rc o t's  e x p e r im e n ts , is to  be (om ul in 
th e  effec t p roduced  on 11is p a tie n ts  by  v ib ra tio n s  lik e  those  
felt, on a ra ilw ay  tra in . U pon  p o ie c iv in g  it, (lie  il lu s ­
tr io u s  pro fesso r had  a h u g e  d iap aso n , 40  c e n tim e tre s  h ig h , 
p la c e d  up o n  a la rge  ch est. A s soon  as  th is  in s tru m e n t, is 
m a d e  to  v ib ra te , th e  p a t ie n ts  at. once  fall in to  c a ta le p sy  ; 
a n d  w h e n e v e r  tlie  v ib ra tio n s  a re  a b ru p t ly  s to p p e d , t he p a ­
t ie n ts  s in k  in to  co m p le te  so n in ab u lism .

It w ou ld  seem , th en , llia t Dr. C h a rco t in o rd e r  to  p ro ­
d u ce  th e  n lm ve described  effec ts  uses b u t  tw o  a g e n ts —  
/•iiiuiiI a n d  lii/hl. T h u s , th is  a s su ra n c e  m ay  b ecom e of an  
im m e n se  im p o rta n c e  to  all th e  A ry an  s tu d e n ts  o f  T h e o ­
sophy , e sp ec ia lly  to th o se  who s tu d y  th e  Sanskrit., and  
w ho, th a n k s  to S w am i D aynm ind , a re  now  e n a b le d  to  lea rn  
th e  rea l an d  s p ir itu a l m e a n in g  o f  c e r ta in  d is p u te d  w ords. 
T h o se  o f o u r  Fellow s w ho h a v e  m a s te re d  th e  o ccu lt 
s ig n ifican ce  o f  th e  w ords I 'm  h m tiM h /riun i i/u ifiirhlm *  in th e i r  
a p p lic a tio n  to  “ so u n d ” an d  “ lig h t"  will have  iu th e  ab o v e  
an  a d d it io n a l p roo f o f  th e  g r e a t  w isdom  o f th e i r  fo refa­
th e r s , au d  th e  p ro found  an d  s p ir i tu a l  k n o w le d g e  c o n ta in e d  
in  th e  V eilas, an d  ev en  iu  o th e r  sacred  lS rahm an ica l books, 
w h en  p ro p e r ly  in te rp re te d .

In  c o n s id e rin g  th e  p h e n o m e n a  p ro d u c e d  b y  Dr. C lia r- 
eo t, th e  cold m a te r ia lis t am i m an  o f  sc ience , i t  is h ig h ly  
in te re s t in g  to  lead  a le t te r  on h is  ow n p e rso n a l e x p e rie n c e s  
in  m a g n e tism , w ith  th e  fam ous m a g n e ti/ .e r , M. D onato , o f 
l ’a ris , by  M. A lex an d re  A k sako f, F .T .S ., K nssian  Im p e ria l 
C o u nc illo r, w hich  was re c e n tly  a d d re sse d  by h im  to  a F le n c h  
jo u rn a l. T h e  re s u lts  o b ta in ed  a.re all th e  m ore  w o rth y  o f 
n o tic e  from  th e  fact that. M. D o n a to  had  not. p rev io u sly  a t ­
te m p te d  th e  so -ca lled  '' tra n sm iss io n  o f th o u g h t"  from  
one ]iei'son to  a n o th e r  bv th e  m e re  w ill o f  th e  m a g n e tiz o r  
an d  fe lt an d  ex p re ssed  c o n s id e ra b le  doubt, as to  (h e  success 
o f  h is effo rts  in th a t  d irec tio n .

Two F ren ch  papers , th e  llu /i/'i 'l an d  th e  I tillm rr, h ave  
b o rn e  f la t te r in g  te s tim o n y  to  th e  c h a ra c te r  a n d  a t t a in ­
m e n ts  o f  M. D onato , an d  he  is g e n e ra l ly  know  n as  one  o f 
th o se  m en  w ho h av e  d a red  to  qu it, th e  ru ts  tra ced  by 
h a b i t  a,ml tr a d it io n , an d  in v e s tig a te , to  q u o te  h is  ow n 
w ords, “ T h e  o c c u lt m o to r  w h ich  a n im a te s  ns, th e  
m y s te r io u s  forces w hich  c re a te  life, th e  b o n d s  th a t unite, 
u s  to  one  a n o th e r , o u r  m u tu a l a ff in itie s , a n d  o u r  c o n n e c ­
tio n  w ith  th e  su p re m o  pow er, th e  e te rn a l  lev e r  o f  t he 
w o rld ."

So m u ch  for M. D onato . A s to  M. A k sak o f, lie is 
a  h ig h ly  in te llig en t, an d  t r u th fu l  g e n tle m a n  ; re p u te d  to  
be  in h is  e a rn e s t re se a rc h e s  iu th e  d o m a in  o f  m a g n e tism  
an d  p sycho logy , n o t on ly  a  c a u tio u s  in v e s tig a to r , b u t  
r a th e r  o f a too d is tru s tfu l  n a tu re .  W e h e re  g iv e  th e  
rrrlm liiu  t r a n s la t io n  of h is a r t ic le  p u b lish e d  by him  in  
l,t< l l f i ’itc A /tit/m iit/n r . o f F e b ru a ry , I<S“ L).

M. D o n a t o  a x i> M i.i. k. L r c i i j ;  : F x i’k iu k n v k s  in 
“ T u o i 'i i i i  r T u a n s m is k ii>n ."

" H a v in g  had  th e  p le a su re  o f  m a k in g , a t  P aris , th e  a c ­
q u a in ta n c e  o f M. D o n a to  an d  o f  h is  a m ia b le  a n d  e x c e lle n t 
p u p il , I d id  not w ish to  lose th e  o p p o r tu n ity  of a t t e m p t ­
in g  a n  e x p e r im e n t , u n d e r  m y ow n d ire c tio n , to  a sc e r ta in  
th e  p o ss ib il ity  o f tra n sm it,t in g  th o u g h t  from  o n e  h u m a n  
b e in g  to  a n o th e r  by  the. v eh ic le  o f th e  w ill a lo n e . I t  is 
k now n  th a t  one  o f  th e  m ost o rd in a ry  a p h o r ism s  o f  m o d e rn  
psycho logy  is ‘ P sycho log ical a c tiv ity  c a n n o t go  b eyond

* T r a n s l a t e d  hy  I’rofi»s-«nr M ux M ii l lc r  its w h e r e a s  it  r e a l ly  m e n u s
“ d iv in e  l i g h t , ” in t h o  ev n e t  . s o u se  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  th o  m c d u i ’val a l c h e m is t s .  In 
h is  S a n s k r i t  w o rk . .Vv  4 *>>/»' < ! , • < > , t ho  le a r n e d  phih>loj»i<t,nn t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  
t l i e  xvord ;<go1d” is f o u n d  in t h o  M a n t r a  J */<*//</

r r . h h ta k 'e s  th o  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  c*oing ftgn in ^ t  tl io  a n t i q u i t y  **f t h o  Veda* , a n d  
to  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e y  nro i i " t  .os oM a* c o m m o n l y  t h o u g h t ,  s inco  th o  e x p l o r a ­
t i o n  of  g o ld -m in e*  i.< of  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  m o d e r n  d a t e .  I n  liis t u r n ,  ftwatui 
D n y n n d  N.irnswati sh o w s  in h is  A*o/.,vr/,rV; llhun,}nL,i. Honk iw p. 7ft
Hint tho  1’ro fo sso r  i>« e n t i r e l y  w ro n g .  T h e  w o p  I / /  / n t <n< i/>< d o e s  n o t  m e n u  
“  g o ld  1 I m t  t h e  g o ld e n  litrh t of  d iv i n e  k n o w le d g e ,  Iho  Hrst p r in c ip l e  in 
whos* ' ' v m i i l *  i* c o n t - d u c d  Hie l i y h t .  o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  t r u t h  w h ich  i l ln m i i in tc s  t h e  
)il»c;rntod soul w h en  il Ii i> rc a c h o d  it-* h i g h e s t  a h o d e  I t  is, in s h o r t .  t h o  

P h i lo s o p h e r ' s  S t o n e ’ o f  t h e  a l c h e m i s t ,  n n d  t h o  K tc n .n l  L ig h t  o f  th o  Kirc 
P h i lo s o p h e r .  — Tlnu*,

tho periphery of the nerves.' If Hu n it can be proved that 
human thought, is not limited to the  domain of the body, 
bu t th a t  it can act a t a distance upon another human 
body, transmit itself to another brain without, visible and 
recognised communication, and be reproduced by word, 
movement., or any other means, we obtain an immense 
fact before which material physiology should bow down, 
and which should be seized by psychology and philosophy 
to give a new support and a new development, to their 
metaphysical speculations. 'Phis fact, has in many ways 
and under many forms been proved by animal magnetism ; 
but in tho experiments which I planned, I wished to see 
it, presented in a form at, once convincing and easy to re­
produce by any person acquainted with magnetism.

W hen I asked M. Donato if lie would accord me a pri-
f  al.e in te rv ie w  Ibi c e r ta in  e x p e r im e n ts  w hich  I  h a d  iu view, 

ic c o n se n te d  w illin g ly  a n d  p ro m ised  to  ho ld  h im s e lf  a t  
m v se rv ice  fo r th e  d a y  an d  h o u r I sh o u ld  in d ic a te . So, 
h a v in g  a n n o u n c e d  m y se lf  by a  te le g ra m , I w en t to  h is  house 
on th e  17 th  o f N o v e m b e r a t  tw o  o’clock, nnd  a f te r  a  few 
m in u te s ’ c o n v e rsa tio n , w e b eg an  o u r  w ork.

/■'/V.7 c.f/n'riiiicnt.— 1 begged M. Donato to commence by 
pu tting  to sleep, his subject, Mile. Lueilo, and he a t  once 
placed an arm-chair between the two windows of the room 
and a few paces from the  wall ; in it Mile. Lucile seated 
herself, and slept (magnetically) in a few moments. We 
took our places a t  the other end of the room, opposite 
the sleeper, and I then drew from my pocket, a card-case 
from which I took a card and handed it to M. Donato, beg­
ging him, simply by looking at, Mile. Lucile, to induce her 
to make the  movement indicated on the card. On it was 
written ‘ Fxtond the left arm.’ M. Donato rose, remain­
ed motionless near me, and looked at Mile. Lucile; after 
an instant her left arm began to move, slowly extended 
itself, and remained in tha t position until M. Donato 
replaced it by her side.

Scrmiil r.iyn'riiiiriif.—  I passed to M. Donato a white 
handkerchief which I had brought with me, and begged 
him to cover with it, the lace and head of Mile. Lucile. 
This being done, and the edges of the  handkerchief falling 
on her shoulders, we took our places again, and in silence 
I gave to M. Donato a second card on which was written,
' liaise the  right, arm vertically.’ M. Donato fixed his eyes 
on the mot ion less body of Mile. Lucile and soon her right 
arm, obedient to the thought which directed it, executed the 
movement indicated— slowly, gently, stopping always when 
M. Donato turned his head to look at me. I felicitated 
him on his success and begged him, that, all danger of ovor- 
fatigue might, be avoided, to remove the handkerchief 
and awake Mile. Lucile.

T h in / I’.rjirrmirnt.— After ten minutes of conversation, 
Mile. Lucile is again asleep, and her head covered by the 
handkerchief; we resume our places, and I pass to M. 
Donato a third card bearing the words, ‘ Put. both hands 
upon your head,’ and I ask M. Donato to stand this time 
behind Mile. Lucile. H e  expresses some doubt as to the pos­
sibility of success in this position, but makes the attempt 
anil fails : a. fact, which did not, surprise me, as the polaric 
connection between the operator and his subject, was 
reversed. At. this moment I approached M. Donato and a 
remarkable phenomenon was produced. As I wished to ask 
the magnetizer to concentrate his will on the occiput of the 
sleeper, my hand made an involuntary movement towards 
her back to indicate the  place named, and while it  was still 
some inches distant. Mile. Lucile moved suddenly forward. 
Thus I obtained in an unexpected and conclusive manner 
the confirmation of the phenomenon of polarity, or of 
attraction and repulsion, which I had already observed nt 
the public representations, and which proves very clearly 
that the sleep of Mile. Lucile was neither natural nor 
feigned. ‘ If you will allow me to use m y 'h an d s’ said 
M. Donato ‘ I am sure to succeed.' ' Use them,’ I said, 
and, still behind Mile. Lucile. he made a few passes from 
the  shoulders to the elbows, when the hands of the subject 
rising slowly placed themselves upon her head.

/■'mirth r.rprrimriil.— M ile. L u c ile  s til l re m a in in g  asleep 
w ith  h e r  h ead  u n d e r  th e  h a n d k e rc h ie f , I  g av e  to  M. D onato



st card on which was written, ‘ Jo in  the luinds a.s if praying,’ 
anil I place myself on u sofa to the left ol' MI It-. Lucilc, 
the better to observe tlic movements ol M. Donato. He 
remains motionless at five or six paces from her anti looks 
at her fixedly, her hands take the desired position anil re­
tain it until M. Donato removes the handkerchief and 
awakes her,

I'ifth c.vjici’niicnl.— Alter ten minutes' rest, Mile. Lucile 
goes back to the arm-chair and is again pul. to sleep. Tho 
fifth card orders her to make a knot with the handker­
chief, anti M. Donato placing himself behind, Mile. Lucilu 
extends his hand over her head without touching her. 
She rises anti he directs her by his thought towards the 
table on which the hamlkeichief has, unknown to her, 
been placed. Obeying the attraction of the hand, she 
reaches the table, M. Donato still keeping the sanieJ 
position behind her, anti I .standing near him. W ith 
growing interest we watch her movements, and see her 
hand seize the handkerchief, draw out one of it̂ s ends, 
anti tie the knot. M. Donato himself was astonished, 
for this time it was no longer a simple exercise of will, 
hut a thought transmitted anti executed !

Sixth ami la.*t f.r/>?runntt.— It was almost useless to Con­
tinue, hut as M. Donato insisted, I handed him another 
fiinl with the following inscription, ‘Touch your left ear 
with your right hand.’ Mile. Lucile still asleep was al­
ready back in her arm-chair; M. Donato stood in front of 
her, and I occupied my former place on the sola. Motion­
less and silent, the magnetizcr looked a t  his subject, whose 
light arm soon executed the order given, by three succes­
sive movements, the hand approaching the breast, anil 
then the ear, which it finally touched.

These experiments were Ibr me perfectly conclusive; 
Mile. Lucile executed the movonicnts’dosirod without the 
least hesitation. The thoughts tha t  M. Donato was to 
transmit to her were indicated to him by me only by cants 
prepared in advance, and in most cases he acted on her 
fii>m a distance which rendered any conventional sign or 
signal difficult, even if her face had not been covered with 
a handkerchief, which I had ascertained was thick einmeh

. . . .  O
to hide from her any slight sign given by the hands or 
face of M. Donato; besides which it would have reipiired 
a very complicated system of minute telegraphy to indi­
cate the movements rci|iiircd.

I asketl M. Donato it he had ever attem pted to produce 
anything of the kind in public, aud In; answered that these 
cxjierimeiits exacted very harmonious conditions, difficult 
to obtain iu large assemblies, anil tha t he did not. like to 
risk a failure. 1 think if M. Donato would exercise his 
pupil oftener in this direction, he would finish by produc­
ing a series of public phenomena ol this kind with the 
same case* with which lie produces the others. It would 
he well worth the trouble, for none can deny that these 
experiments illustrate especially the phenomena of luci­
dity anil clairvoyance, aud present them in their .simplest 
and clearest form.

As I left Paris the day after our interview, I could only 
express my satisfaction to M. Donato by a little note 
which was printed iu No. hi of l.n I'ccm-, It is with 
great pleasure that I now fulfil my promise to publish all 
tlio details of our experiments, and I profit by this oppor­
tunity to signify publicly to M. Donato, my high apprecia­
tion of the zeal, knowledge, anti loyalty with which he 
devotes himself to tin: defence and promulgation of the 
most interestin';  science of human magnetism.

A I.MX A N I• IIK A K.NA K HI’. *

I'>lli J a n u a ry , l»S7!*.
St. Petersburg, Nevsky Prospect, No. (!.

■ ♦  - -  -

The ‘ Philosophic Inquirer,’ of Madras, au able and 
fearless Free-thought organ would find many readers at 
tlio West if its merits were only known.

* I'usuinii translator of tlio of tlio ( ’omit S/.tu iii-y, St.
I'yUTsbury, 1800 ; editor of tho Uunurm Kcvivw, tittutivu.

M A G X E T H :  f H E S t  I K X t  

Bv 1!, B a th s ,  F. ’P. S.

Possibly many clairvoyants are in the habit of claiming 
an amount, of credit for lucid prescience to which they al e 
by no means entitled, but tha t the soul set free, for the 
time being by mesmerism, no longer bound down by the 
weight of physical passions nnd inlii milies, finds its powers 
of perception anil induction infinitely increased, cannot be 
denied without a t the same time rejecting the fruit of 
much con.-cientious anil patient li st aich. It is even cer­
tain that under mesmeiie iu lh n iu e  the mind becomes 
capable of receiving impressions uthciwisc than by the 
recognised channel of the senses ; but whether the veil 
that shrouds the future can be drawn aside, or the d i­
fficulties of time and space overcome is still an open 
question. ( 'eitainly if all the marvels claimed by mes- 
mciists were jossihlc Ihe world wi ultl l e  revolu­
tionized, a coi ps oftraineil mugm-t iscrs anil t lu i r  subjects 
Would supersede the  electric tchg laph , pen aud ink Would 
no longer be required to give ns news of absent friends, no 
crime could remain a mystery, no secret lie hidden. As 
things are, neither the stockbroker nor the detective are 
in the habit of appealing for aid to magnetism, and the 
criminal pursues his dark path undeterred by the fear of 
mesmeric revelations.

In another field mesmerism has achieved greater 
results The cures perlormed by Mesmei and his dis­
ciples, by the Baron tin Potct, the Zouave Jacob, 
Newton, of New York, and many another practised 
magnetise!', prove that I his science, so me I iines overrated aud 
so ol t en maligned, has a wide field of her own, aud in k s  a 
domain full of interest aud usefulness. At her feet, suffer­
ing humanity will ye t bow down, and medicine be com­
pelled to hail her as a sister and valuable aid. H er 
essence can pellet rate where the Surgeon’s scalpel dare in it 
venture, and claiivoyaut, skill tan n wal the cause and 
cure of many a mysterious malady. (lifted with more or 
less power to help others, the clairvoyant appeals to be 
endowed with special lucidity wln n the M-ciets of his own 
physical frame and the dangers and misfortunes that 
threaten it are involved, and if true magnetic prescience 
exists, it will probably be most frequently met. with in 
this department of the science. The incident I am about 
to relate came under my own observation, aud at first 
sight would appear to olfer a strong proof of lucid p re ­
science. W hether, however, it can be explained away on 
the supposition of increased powers ol percept ion anil 
induction aroused in the patient by her magnetic sleep 
and the strong personal interest of the subject that 
engaged her a t t e n t i o n ; — whether an abiiomal clear­
ness of vision may have enabled her to foresee an accident 
that was rendered imminent by some already existing 
organic lesion or attenuation of the tissues, 1 leave my 
readers to determine.

Some years ago, when residing in Paris 1 became 
acquainted wit,ha widow lady named Mine, de I!, and her 
very charming daughter  Mile. Irma. T h e y  lived in the 
qiiartier St.. (iermain, and many a p leasant-■ and unplea­
san t—day have 1 crossed the Pont des Alts, l ingend  over 
the old print and book sellers stalls on tin; qilai, and then 
followed the narrow crooked rue de Seine on my way to 
their little I'litrffol. Mine, de 15. had long sulteied from a 
mortal disease, but she bore the mingled evils of pain and 
poverty, with a graceful cheerfulness aud absence of 
im iiirn i* c  h n n tc  tha t  won all hearts. Her own anil her 
daughter’s toilettes were severely economical and the 
simply lurnished looms they occupied, were kept iu order 
by a female servant who also performed the offices of 
cook anti general factotum 1 must give Celcstine a word 
of introduction, for she is the principal personage of my 
story. She was celestial in name only ; a short broad 
woman of fifty, large of limb aud feiture, with thick 
masses of coarse iron-gray hair, a brown healthy face, and 
a pair of most peculiar eyes. They were very dark and 
very witle open, a t once stony, dreamy, and penetrating.
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( ‘des t ine  professed entire devotion ♦«* lier mistresses, and 
words of coaxing flattery e:nne readily to lier lips, lmt I 
dn nut, tliink she was at all unmindful of lier own interests, 
or disposed to sacrifice herself beyond measure, and she 
certainly never told the truth when she imagined tha t 
eonvenieiiee or expediency demanded a, falsehood. .Slio 
possessed a natural and uncultivated taste for romance, 
pretended to occult powers in the way of telling fortunes 
hy curds or teacups, was not without a certain ready " i t ,  
too strongly flavored to he agreeable to all tastes, and was 
in short a thorough f e m m e  tin  jie ii/ile . Now it so chanced 
that Mine, de H. finding little lieuctit from the prescrip­
tions of her doctor, was induced to give magnetism a trial, 
and M. Henri I a 1 Hoy, a moderately strong magnetiser, 
visited her every day, without however affording her much 
relief. ( >ne afternoon, when I happened to be there, and 
M. I,c Hoy had been magnetising Mine, do B. for some 
time, Irma had occasion to enter the kitchen, anil found 
( 'destine  in a sleep from which it seemed impossible to 
rouse lier. The news appeared in no way to surprise 
Al. I.e Roy, he expressed liis conviction that the sleep was 
magnetic, and caused by him, and proposed tha t  wo should 
adjourn to the kitchen. This was immediately done, and 
while we seated ourselves on stools and woihIImixcs M. Lo 
Hoy began to examine his subject. She was leaning back 
in the only chair in the room, a half peeled potatoc had 
apparently fallen from her hand, and a kitchen knife lay 
on her knee. An ins|>ection of her eyes showed tha t  the 
halls were turned upward, aud nothing we could do seem­
ed to make her aware of our presence. With M. Lo Boy 
it was ipiite otherwise, alter a few downward passes, lie 
spoke to her, and she answered him lucidly and with 
alacrity. First he endeavoured to put ( 'elestine eii 
eoj'/mel with Mine, de B. and obtjiin from her some facts 
tha t might be of use in the treatment of Mine, de li.’s 
illness, but the clairvoyant evidently was entirely lacking 
in discretion, ami her first words. “ (Hi the ]* w  woman, 
she is lost. ! lost !" caused so much distress and alarm to 
all present, tha t the magnetiser hastily ordered his si ihject 
to turn her attention to her own state of health, which wa.s 
generally believed to be particularly good. “ Take your 
time,” In; said, “ look well.” Slowly the placid expression of 
the woman’s face changed for a look of distress, horror, 
and fear, her features worked convulsively, and her hands 
clutched her garments. “ Calm yourself" said M. Lc Hoy 
“ and tell me what troubles you.” The answer came 
hoarsely in  broken whispers " I see it — I see an acci­
dent, the beds— the white wall it is l.n f'/m rilr*  S ur­
geons, knives blood— Oh (iod save m e!"  I t  wns im- 
)<ossihle to make her say more, and M. Lo Hoy found it 
necessary to use all his power to calm her convulsions 
and awaken her. Of course on awakening she retained 
no recollection of what had passed, and we mutually 
agreed not even to tell her she had spoken, it was 
satcr aud kinder to leave her in ignorance of the entire 
transaction, but her words had produced a most un ­
pleasant, olfoct on its all, aud Mine, de M„ was visibly cast, 
down by them. "A fte r  all Maman,” said Irma, “ ( 'd e s ­
tine never tells the truth when she is awake, so 1 do not. 
see why we should attach any importance to what she 
has ju s t  uttered iu hoi sleep." It would not do, we could 
none ol us shake off a certain dread that had seized us, 
and M. Lo Hoy acknowledged to me, as we descended the 
stairs together, his fears that Mine, de B. was really lost, 
and that some terrible misfortune would overtake Colcs- 
tme. “ I'.iifiit, i/ui riern rerro" he added, a.s we parted at 
the corner of the street, and took our separate ways through 
the misty November twilight.

Six or seven weeks passed almost, without incident, 
M. Lo Hoy had discontinued his visits, but Mine, de B., 
was no worse, Colostinc robust a.s ever, and nothing appa­
rently remained of her prophecy hut the few notes I had 
written down in my pocket-booft. Some time in January  
I went to England, and though the ladies had premised to 
write to me during my absence, I returned to Paris a

• The nmiie of nu lip-ptnl at I'nrij,

month later without having heard from them. Of course 
my first visit was to their house, and my foot was already 
on the stairs tha t  led to their apartm ent when the con­
cierge called me back. “ No one there,” she said, Mine, 
de IS., had resolved to try the effects of a milder climate, 
and sli5> and her daughter  were staying with relatives in 
the South of France. “ Had ( 'elestine gone with them 
I asked. " Ah non, In p i m r r e she had been at FjH ('Imrilr 
these ten days.” “ /,<; ( 'lnn ih ' I  exclaimed. “ Yes,” she 
continued, “ soon after Madame left, ( 'destine had lifted 
Madame's bed, which was a very heavy one, to place a 
roller under it ; she had done the same thing a dozen 
times before, but this time she had felt a new and painful 
sensation, as if some internal organ had given way, she 
had grown worse and worse, and was now at, t h e  hospital 
and her life despaired of.” It wa.s impossible to obtain n 
permit to visit the patient, that night, lint, the next day I 
obtained admission to the hospital and found poor Celestine 
in a pitiable plight indeed. A difficult and dangerous 
operation had been performed, and she was a t  the last 
degree of prostration. Not a glimmer of recognition cross­
ed her face when 1 sp ike  to her, and liotli doctors and 
sisters of charity assured me that recovery from the  cri­
tical operation performed on her was extremely rare. 
She did recover however, thanks to an extraordinary
amount of vitality, bu t it wa.s three months before she
was able to sit up, and during that time I made the ac­
quaintance of every inmate of the ward, and knew by 
heart every dark spot on the white wall by the side of 
Celestiiies bed. Poor creature ! how that, wall m ust have 
glared down on her during all the weary hours she passed 
near it. She left /,<' <’lioilh: at last., weak and tottering,
but friends cared for her during lier long convalescence, 
and afterwards provided her with a fish stall at Belleville. 
The last time i saw her, the ruddy color had come back to 
her cheeks, her rolled up sleeves disclosed a pair of brawny 
arms, her hands rested on her substantial hips, her ready 
tongue bandied complements with the neighbouring
butcher, ami it would have been hard to find in all Paris a 
heartier and healthier woman af her age than Celestine 
Diihamel.

Mine, de B. returned to Paris only to die. They buried 
her in Pore la Chaise, and Malle-lrnui returned to her rela­
tives in the South.
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I lie original of the following narrative will be found 
among the anecdotes in Chapter III. of the  ‘ Bostan,’ 
one ot the most celebrated |>ocms iu Persian, by the world- 
renowned Sadi of Shiraz, who is regarded by Musalmans 
not onl^y as a ^reat poet, bu t also as a very pious and holy 
man. I he original anecdote in Persian is found a t  page 
2I.‘l of the Edition of Ch. II. (Jraf, and was printed at 
A ionna in l.S.i.N. ] am afraid the translation is not a very 
good one, but I have attem pted to make it  literal. The 
narrative runs t h u s :—

 ̂ It so happened, once, that myself and an old man from 
Faryab arrived a t  a river in the West,. 1 had a diram (sil­
ver coin) which the boatmen took from m e  and allowed 
mo to enter the boat, lnit thoy loft the ])orvesh liehind. 
The blacks (i. e, the lioatmen) rowed the boat— it glided 
like smoko. The head boatman was not a God-fearing 
man. I felt sore at, heart at parting from my companion ; 
but he laughed at my sorrow and said " Be not sorry for 
me inv good friend— me He will take across who lets the 
lniat. float.. 1 horelore he spread his Sojjtulo (i. e. a small 
carpet used by Mahomedans while repeating tl id  r prayers) 
on the face of the water.— Jl,appeared to b e a n  imagination 
or a dream. I slept not the whole of tha t  night, th inking of 
the wonderful occurrence. On the morrow he looked at me 
and said : “ You were struck with wonder my good friend • 
but the boat brought you over, niid Uud me.” *



W hy do tlie opponents not believe th a t  ubtlal»* can go 
into water or fire ? For an infant th a t  docs not know the  
effect of'fire is looked after by his loving mother. S im i­
larly those who are lost in contemplation (of the Deity) are 
•day aud n igh t under the immediate care of the Deity. 
He it  is who preserved l\lutTil'\ from tire, and Moses from 
the  water of the Nile. Even a little child supported 
on the hands of a  swimmer does not care liow .swollen the 
Tigris is. Hut how can you walk 011 water with a manly 
heart, when even tin the dry land you arc full of sin (

.h'dihir’x Xott- :— This anecdote, kindly furnished by the 
accomplished Mr. Malmiood, lias a real interest and value; 
in that it  reminds the s tuden t  of psychological science 
tha t  a certain range of psycho-physiological powers may 
be developed, irrespective of creed or race, by whoever will 
undergo a certain system of training, or, as Mr. Mulnnood ex­
presses it  in his note to his translation, who lead boly lives 
and so overcome the  ordinary, tha t is, the more lamiliar, 
laws of matter. Mahommedan literature teems with au ­
thentic accounts ot psychical phenomena performed by 
devotees and ascetics of th a t  faith, and it is to be hoped 
that a portion, a t  least, may find the ir  way into these 
columns through the friendly aid of Persian and-A rabic  
.scholars.

T H E  M Y S T I C  s  Y L L A H L E  O X K A H A  : I T S
M E A X 1X G ,  A X T / n l l T Y ,  A X D  r X I V E U S A I .  
A r i ' J J l ' A T I O X .

Bv P ad B a h a w h  D adoha P anihjha .nc.
Senator of the IJombaA University, ‘A uthor of thuMtiratlii (Jranm iar/ <>f 

* A Hindu n Thoughts un Swodonbopy,*

It will, I imagine, have appeared to all the  Hindu 
readers of the  1 HKUSOI'IITST, as it has appeared to m e ,  a 
felicitous choice, or taste oven if it be so called, on the 
part of the editor of tha t  journal to have displayed so 
prominently and beautifully the most holy Vedic syllable 
0 in on its title-page. I t  is held in such a degree of ve­
neration among the Aryas that they have distinguished it. 
by the peculiar and appropriate appellation of Prannawa, 
.and by their  mandate -that no Shudra is permitted to pol­
lute it  by his utterance. W ith it the Brahmans begin and 
end the recital of their holy mantras and their daily 
prayers, and with it  the ^ods address the M o st  H o l y  
One . In the Upanislnids, it being not unfrequently iden­
tified with the Brahma itself its adoration and m edita­
tion are iound here and there peremptorily enjoined by 
their sacred authors, as the means, of obtaining divine 
knowledge. I h e  Uhhaiidogya Upanishad opens with its 
commendation ami eulogium under its other kindred 
denomination— the Udgitha, the most lu.ly song of the 
Siima Veda with which it is thero identified. 0) In the  
enumeration of the essences, beginning with tho earth as 
the essence of the elements, water of the earth, shrubs of 
the water, and so forth, the IJdgitha is represented as the 
essence of the Satna Veda. Nay, it is declared to lie the. 
quintessence ot all; it  is the Supreme, the most adorable, 
CT with whom the Udgitha is here identified.

The Syllable Om  is composed of three letters,— n, n, 
and in, each of which is said to typify ono of the three "oils 
Vishnu, Brahma, and Shiva, respectively. I t  is also "said 
to typify the three great regions or spheres of the world, 
the three sacred fires, the  three steps of Vishnu in his 
avatara of Trivikrama.O)

* P e r s o n s  w h o  b y  ieu'lin;jf h o ly  li ves  o v e r c o m e  t h e  u n i i u u r y  law  ; o f  m a t t e r .  
+  T h o  M ah o im n e i lu i i  n a m e  f o r  A b r a h a m ,  t o  w h o m  t h e  m i r a c l e  o f  be in  '- 

iwe<l f ro m  li re w h e n  t h r o w n  in t o  i t  is a t t r i b u t e d .  ^
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N um erous long and short treatises are extant in sepa­
rate bodies, and also found largely interspersed ill the 
Vedic anil Purannie literature of the Aryas, commending 
in strong terms the efficacy of the mystic syllable Om. 
Shankaracharya in his Sharir  Bluishya has dwelt largely 
ou it, and the Vayu Parana hits devoted one whole chapter 
to its elucidation. Now a question might naturally occur 
to a  reflecting; mind, why a body of the learned saints and 
sages of the old Aryavarta should labour in a mental task 
which to all appearances is so much gibberish and devoid 
of any sound and deep sense. What, mysticism could 
there exist in the  utterance and recitation of a mere word 
or syllable th a t  could lead, as is averred, to the obtaimnent 
o f  the knowledge o f  the Supreme Brahma, and conse­
quently ol 'eternal bliss {

Let us now seelc for some reasonable answer to tin; above 
question by philosophising on the subject, i ts  rationale 
appears to lie too deep) below the  surface to buoy up at 
once to the gaze of the vulgar. In the ( lihaudogya or 
some other ITpanishad.— I now ibrgot which.— 1 well re­
collect tha t  this Oui is compared to an arrow in the hands 
of a  skilful archer, aiming and throwing it a t  a mark ; and 
the mark fixed in the present instance is the knowledge 
of the Brahma. Well may we compare the head of this 
arrow, or ra ther its sharp point to the first letter a, the 
reed or intermediate part, to 3  n, and the barb to 10, as 
the component, of letters of the Om as shown above. A 
Yogi in the act of meditation (dhyana) may be said or 
imagined to pierce or rend with this shaft the thick mental 
veil which hides his knowledge of B rahm a:— thick iu the 
spiritual sense of the word. The human mind, spiritually 
considered, is the thickest of all substances we can con­
ceive of if encumbered wholly with worldly ideas and 
worldly pleasures, which nnmistakcably have the effect of 
rendering it  quite  impenetrable to sublimed thoughts 
nnd conceptions concerning (Jod and the destiny of man ; 
and therefore a candidate for divine knowledge is, in the 
first place, fitrietly enjoined to wash his mind clean of all 
such grossucss; or else bis a ttem pts  in that direction are 
.sure to prove wholly ineffectual and fruitless. Thus equip­
ped, it Yogi with his concentrated mind may be said to be 
well prepared now with this arrow to penetrate deeper 
and deeper into the very nature  and origin of his knowledge 
of sound, which ultimately leads him inevitably 
to see and identify it with the very essence of Oodhead.

The following extinct from a treatise by Raja Rani- 
liiohun Itoy as quoted by Babu Uajcndralal Mitra in his 
valuable translation of the ( 'hhandogya Upanishad,may also 
serve further to elucidate and corroborate the view taken 
above.— Om, when considered as om- let ter u ttered by 
“ the help of our articulation, is the symbol of the supreme 
“ Spirit. ‘ One letter (Om) is the enil'lcin of the Most 
“ H igh’ Mann II. N3. ‘ This om-, ’ letter. Om, is the ein-
“ blcm of the Supreme Being Bhagavadgitii. * * *
“ But when considered as a triliteral word consistim;' of_ O
“■ 3T (a), 3  (u), *  (111), Om implies the three I '<■</«.<, the  
“ three .iliilc-* o f  human nature, tin.* three i/iris!,,nx o f  the 
“ universe, and the  three ik-ilii-s— .Brahma, Vishnu aud 
“ Shiva, agents in the m-nlton, pri-fvrt'ttl ton, and </<'••>■/I'uritoll,
" of this world ; or, properly speaking, the  three principal.

at,tributes of the Supreme Being personified as Brahma 
“ Vishnu, and Shiva.. In this sense it implies in fact the 
“ universe controlled bytlie Suprem e Spirit’— 1’ammohun 
Hi 1V. ‘

1 hope I may be allowed here to prolong this idea of 
the whole universe beinu' evolved from and included in. O _

the one word Om, to which the Raja has thus briefly al­
luded, with my own observation or rather theory on this 
important and interesting point.. My long ratiocination 
on the analysis of this mystic word as given by the sages 
of India, has led me to tlie discovery of a rationale, which 
may, 1 trust, be considered as calculated to account 
with some satisfaction for the very high sacred impor­
tance attached to it. It is a  well-known and established fact 
tha t the vowel 3T (a) takes the precedence of all the  let­
ters of the  known alphabets of the world ; at least I  can 
affirm this as far as my knowledge goes ; and why so, be­
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cause it is tlic very foundation, tin- first germ, ns it it 
win.’, of the Nadahrahma (divine resonance) or tin* Na- 
dasrishti (the whole resonant system supposed to In- iu- 
norinoistlv pervading tin' universe), all other letters or 
vnrit lies of sounds being eonsidereil to he no more tlinu 
modulations of tho same sound generated in the organs 
of utterance, or in the vibrations produced by musieal in­
stillments. The sound re presented hy the second letter 
3  (u) mav he well conceived to he the modification which 
the  same sound undergoes in its passage outward through 
a slight pressure yiven to it I mm above and helow ; and the 
sound of the last letter H (in) is what is produced hy its 
u ltimate stoppage altogether between two outward pres­
sures. Now the utterance or ra ther the proceeding ol 
these th iee  sounds inherent in the symbolic syllable Oil 
from the Malia, Purusha or tin; Oreat Universal Spirit or 
Being may be well imagined to typify the production ol' 
the whole niierocosm, its sustenance, and its stoppage or 
destruction at the Malm Pralaya. in all its grand and m i­
nute operations. I have nol met witli this explanation 
in anv of the Upanishads or other books that I have eonie 
jieross, but I should not wonder a t  all if such rationale or 
something approaching it wero found in some other books 
or in the large body of the Ta.nfrika literature of the 
Aryas.

It, is a matter of the most wonderful coincidence, if 
coincidence it  be called at all, that the experience ol St. 
John, the great evangelist, should have driven him to the 
same conclusion at which the ancient authors of the Vedas 
long before him had arrived, as appears evident, from his 
solemn and profound opening of Ihe first chapter ot his 
oospel, in which the hu/os or  II onl  is so clearly mid uu- 

‘ ‘ expounded and identified with the second 
the (lodhead,— na.y, God himself, when the 

evangelist declares that the ‘ word was (Iod. Now that the 
O M ofthe  Vedas, which is said to be the essence trom which 
proceeded the Poe// 01 speech, may be conceived to be the 
same and identical ideal with that of the /oyo.*, iu the ori­
ginal conception of the evangelist, there appears to me 
not the shadow of a doubt.

Nor does this Vedic O.m appear to me to stop here. It 
assimilates itself to our equally great wonder also, into 
the verv sound of a word of nearly the same sacred im­
port, and performing the same sacred office. in the rituals 
and praversol the Bauddhas, the Jains, the <1 ews, the ( ’liris- 
tians, and the Musalmans— in fact in all the principal re­
ligions of the world, as it. does in tha t  ot the  A edas ; 1 mean 
the word j\w c » . Such are tho meaning, the antiquity, and 
the univ ersal diffusion and application of the mystic syllable 
w hich ap]tears on the title-page of the T h k o s o p h is t— (hit 
tot Kid, Amen.

I). 1.’.
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the  chase, for the manufacture of which the Province of 
Cutch has ever been noted, is now on free exhibition at 
the l/ihrary of the Theosophical Society. They were k ind­
ly sent for the purpose by J’ao Bahadur Mannihhni Jes- 
liliai, Dcwau of (Jutch-Blmj to the Bombay Agent, of the 
State, Mr. Javerilal Umiashaiikar, anil hy tha t  gentleman 
turned over to our Society. In all then; are sixty 
lots, comprising battle-axes, spears, swords, daggers and 
hiinting-knives. Most of the shapes are highly artistic 
and in any Western centre of taste would he eagerly pur­
chased as trophies wherewith to adorn libraries, halls and 
dining rooms, the more so as the juices at which they are 
invoiced to pass through the (h istout House are. exceeding­
ly moderate. How, for instance, would an American cu t­
ler fancy making steel spear-heads of four cutting  edges 
aiid with sockets arabesquetl, for less than  two dollars ; or 
double-blnded daggers, with tempered blades blued and 
emblazoned with gilt stars, nml arabesquetl hilts, for less 
than four dollars ? Besides the arms there  are articles of 
jewellery in gold and silver. H ere  are a t least two arts 
not yet quite destroyed by foreign competition.

T h k  IniJinn■ Sp ed a t or (Bh.misav). w h ich  took occa­
sion to send kind won Is to our Society while we were still 
iu America, and has ever since manifested an appreciative 
interest iu Theosophy, has recently passed into the hands 
of a Parsi gentleman whose abilities as a prose writer nnd 
poet have been long anti widely appreciated. The paper 
ought to enjoy a great prosperity under its new manage­
ment.

SkVKKAI. V Kit V 1 NT Kit KSTI N(i AI1TIOI.KS INTKNDKII Foil 
the present num ber have been crowded out, and must, lie 
over until next month. Among these is one, in Pali, from 
('cvlon. Is there any scholar among our friends in this 
[•art, of India who would be so obliging as to translate oc­
casional articles from Pali into English or one of the Ver­
naculars for us ? I t  is next, to impossible to have it done 
in ( Vylon, there being, it. appears, but one Buddhist priest 
in that island whose knowledge of English is intimate 
enough to qualify him for this work. But for this, a num­
b e r  of valuable contributions from learned priests of that 
sublime faith would have enriched these pages.

T iik  k m i n k n t  o h t h o d o x  p a n d it s  a t t a c h  hi> to  iikna- 
res ( 'ollege, having heard our President’s public exposition 
of Theosophy in th a t  city, called a special meeting of their  
Literary Society ,thcBrahm am rit Varshini Sablia—and paid 
that, gentleman the great honor of electing him an Hono­
rary Member of the  Society. The speeches were in Sans­
krit, Hindi and English. A strong effort is being made 
by th ese learned gentlemen to revive an interest in Sans­
krit literature, and a bi-weekly Magazine— l ’ij/rcha Shi- 
l-nr— is to be started at the very moderate rate of Its. 7 
[ter annum. By next month we hope to be able to give 
further particulars.

I k M u. Wai.t., t h k  M a o is tu a tk  a t  I ’.knauks, h a s  iu:- 
seindcd bis singularly unwise order that Swamiji Dava- 
uiind Sarasvvati shall not be permitted to deliver any lec­
tures upon the Aryan re.ligion in that city until further ad­
vised by him, the fact has not yet been reported to us hv 
the parly most interested. The Swami’s most, recent letter 
to us stales, on the  contrary, that the Magistrate had not 
even noticed his le tter  of protest and inquiry. Unless the 
( lovcrnmcnt of the N orth  West Provinces* is willing to have 
it understood tha t  froe-spocch is denied to all except those 
who interpret the  Vedas in a certain wa v, we may reason­
ably expect, this affair to be settled in a very peremptory 
fashion before long. Wo may say this since there is no 
question of politics bu t only free speech involved. The 
visit of our party to Benares wns memorable iu many 
ways. While it  resulted in binding still closer the ties 
of friendship between the Swami anil ourselves, it  also 
gained for us the good will of a num ber of very important 
orthodox laymen, among them His Highness, the Maha­
rajah of Benares who, being absent from home at the 
time, lias ju s t  sent us a cordial invitation to revisit the 
sacred city, and partake  of the princely hospitality for 
which he is noted.
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